Dale Castle

SM80500683         OS 25” 2nd edition XXXVIII.2             Dale





     (PRO no 1st edition available)
Walled garden on opposite side of public road with later, formal, entrance. Pleasure gardens, walls etc can be seen around castle.

19C  Lloyd Philipps, whose aunts had married Mathias of Lamphey Court and Dudley Innes Ackland of Boulston, married Elizabeth Anne Bellairs Stephenson of Lincolnshire. He assumed the name Philipps on the death of Richard, Lord Milford under the will of James Philipps Esq. of Penty Park, brother of Mary Lloyd, his g.g. grandmother. MSS in NLW.

A Lloyd Philipps of Dale had a son Hugh and a daughter Sonia

Hugh, born c1895, married firstly Violet Jessell and they had two sons, David and Michael. Hugh and Violet divorced in 1947.
Sonia married a Ryder and they had a son Martyn and a daughter Margaret.

Hugh re-married Mrs Osra Poynter, nee Mathias (of Llangwarren) and they had no children. 

Hugh died in 1986. In his will he made no mention of his sons leving everything to his sister and her children.

David Lloyd Philipps contested the will largely on the grounds that the eldest son should have inherited. There was a great deal of publicity and eventually the will was allowed to stand.

2007 The owners and occupiers are Mr and Mrs Martyn Ryder.
Branch visit 11th April 2007-04-13

The present drive enters the site at the north-west corner and goes south to a wider area to the west of the arch into the coachyard. This has been constructed since the 2nd edition 25 inch map.

Close to the drive in the field to the west is a well with a manhole cover and nearby a water tower with door at the base and a tank in the top. It is said that visitors who wished for a bath were expected to work the handpump  to fill the tank! Downslope a pond has been dug as an overflow.  The owner states that there is a more advanced and copious supply about 500m across the valley to the south.
Spacious courtyard with service buildings on the north and south sides and the house to the east.
At a lower level off to the SE corner are the remains of the original castle. The basement level has a vaulted roof and cobbled floor. FJ states that the floor above was a stable (presumeably accessed from the courtyard) with loft above.
Also more modern outbuildings said to include a carpenter’s workshop.

A range of outbuildings through a central stone arch. Near the west wall steps descend under the wall (a very unusual arrangement; was the wall removed at one time?) to a short passageway on the other side with door leading into the icehouse. This has not been excavated and must be assumed to lie under the grassed area to the west of the wall. (I)

The two storey castellated house was, prior to the survey for the second edition map published c1908, was of square plan with another substantial building to the north west. These were soon joined together with all being castellated to match the older house.
A main gravel path leads from the south side of the house, eastwards down a gentle slope towards the original main entrance at the SE corner of the property. This entrance has been made into a pedestrian doorway. The east wall has been well repaired and rebuilt in modern times. To the north side of the main path are two level grass terraces. The upper is almost square and is described as the croquet lawn, the next is narrower WE and below this is a sloping and more irregular grassed area. The terraces are separated by NS low walls of dressed stone with shrub borders along their east sides. And stone steps linking them at the north ends. 
On the lowest lawn is a well. Steps lead down from the north to a level passage with a covered well to the right (W) and a slate seat ahead. An earthenware pipe can be seen discharging water into the well from the NW. The surround, just above ground level has decorative stonework – alternate undressed stones of very red sandstone and a grey-coloured stone.

(back to the path emerging from the side of the house…)  A band or shelter belt of mixed trees and shrubs to the right and a larger woodland over the other side (N) of the lawns. There is no sign of the return part of the coach circle but the owner states that there was a drive going north-eastwards for the discharged coaches and an exit in the far NE corner. One can imagine that there is some sign of this.
Along the edge of the wood are several Quercus ilex. On a bank nearer the house is an upright stone with no inscription known as the martyr stone which was brought from Haverfordwest in early 20C when the monument to William Nichol, a protestant martyr to Queen Mary in 16C, was replaced by the present one.

Nb  The following notes (in red) concern removable items and there should be restricted access to them.
The owners discovered a cast iron mould for making small concrete-mix urns identical to several on the site. It is in almost mint condition. It is in two vertical halves which bolt together and there is a bucket or basin-like central part with handles which also bolts on tightly.

The owners possess a 19C book on fruit trees in which are inserted notes of the varieties planted here.

Also a collection of photographs – an album of larger print from early 20C and perhaps twenty modern colour photographs of the recent past. 

At the north end of the house the westernmost part projects northward to form a square extension to the front terrace. A modern flagstone circle has been made with three spokes to a central plinth. This all looks a little ill-kept and unfinished and the four quadrants are unplanted. On the central plinth is a large urn (U) in excellent condition of unknown origin or date but very like coadestone. 

Bulletin No 48  Autumn 2007  Entry from Pembrokeshire recorder
Documents in file:

OS 25” second edition map

Western Telegraph cuttings re 2000 family dispute

Western Telegraph 24th August 2005 – belated report of the funeral of Mrs O.J.L. Lloyd-Philipps on 14th April 2005. Thomas Lloyd gave the eulogy.

The Times 26th October 2005  Wildlife Haven is on sale for first time in 360 years

