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Llanreithan

SM865284                                                     Llanreithan,Dewesland

Large farmhouse Cadw listed. For sale June 1999 (see brochure).

Within a sheltering grove in a truly rural spot close to the upper waters of Afon Solfach stands the parish church and farmstead of Llanreithan. The church stands close to the site of the old mansion which stood near the stream and had been the home of gentry families from the time of the first Tudor monarch until 1780, after which it became ruinous, and in about 1800 was dismantled and its stone used for enlarging the farmhouse and outbuildings......not a trace of the mansion remains above ground......The walled garden between the site and the church is the sole remnant of squirearchal dignity.

The farmhouse  is ancient and commodious containing some twenty six rooms.....  (FJ) 

The earliest landowning family there was a branch of the Bowens of Lochmeyler (Llandeloy) who are also ancestors of the Bowens of Camrose. 

                                     William Bowen  (reign of Henry VII)

                                                |

                                                |

                                                |

                                     Griffiths Morris, a kinsman of Clydau = Margaret Bowen of Llwyngwair

                                                |

                                      James Griffiths = Anne Vaughan, co-heiress of Pontfaen

                                                |

                               Anne Griffiths = John Laugharne (younger son St Brides) of Llangwarren

                                                                                       died 1670’s

                                                 |

                                 Arthur Laugharne = (1) 1678 Elizabeth Owen of Henllys (co-heiress after    

                                   (died 1699)                    death of her brother). This union brought the co-   

                                                 |                       lordship of Cemaes.

                                                 |             = (2) Dorothy Bowen of Williamston.

                                                 |

                                  William Laugharne = Elizabeth Laugharne of Llanunwas (his first cousin)

                                       (died 1726)

                                                |

                                     John Laugharne = Mary (Parry?) his mistress.

John Laugharne became embroiled in many lawsuits and scandals. In 1751 he offered parts of the estate for sale. He died in 1755; his wife and daughter inherited (his mother and his sisters sued, claiming that he had not been legally married). He was High Sheriff in 1731.

                                                |

                    Sophia Laugharne, John’s daughter = John Popkin = Mary Prichard

                         (died 1779)

In 1786 John Popkin mortgaged Llanreithan to Lewis Mathais of Llangwarren.

!790  Estate of 1,138 acres offered in parts for auction at the White Hart, Haverfordwest.

The Holcombe family purchased Llanreithan but never lived there. The farm was let to a successful farmer, David John = Elizabeth, who later purchased it. He died in 1801.His heir was his daughter Mary Anne John who made a disasterous marriage

The property was divided between a farmer Thomas Harries and a family Phillips.The mansion was taken down.

Thomas’s son John Harries (1820-1906) married his cousin Elizabeth Harries of Lochmeyler.

                           |

           Mansel Rees Harries (1872-1952)

                           |

            John Mervyn Mortimer Harries

The other land had been purchased from the Phillips family.

1999 House and small amount of land for sale. In need of restoration.

Visit on 27th July 1999. (No permission required as there is a public track to the church.)

The house is not lived in. The roof and slate hung front are grouted. The wooden porch and the other timber are not in the best condition. There is a small garden enclosed by a modern wall to front and to east side; this is grassed with modern planting of shrubs and a nice copper beech. At the SE corner is an old cart-shed/coach-house with a loft approached from the south side.

To the west and the north-west are various farm buildings of different ages and states of repair - a rather insightly mess. The main earlier building running N/S is of stone and has been a cowshed; it has a pointed arch unglazed window in the south gable and decorative (but ruinous) pigeon entrances in the north end.

Opposite the front of the house, across the lane, is the remains of the walled kitchen garden. There are several lean-to sheds against the outside of this north wall but an unencumbered length of rubblestone wall at the east end enables us to see the shaped stone coping. The walls were never very high  - approx 2.5m - and the east one goes down a slight slope to where a large gap has been buldozed at some time and jambs of brick constructed. But south of the gap the wall has crumbled, the south wall exists only as a bank of earth and stone with sycamores atop.

There is a pedestrian doorway in the north wall towards the west end with modern doorframe.

The west wall is largely intact. It forms, for most of its length, the east wall of the churchyard and has had modern repairs and a modern stone coping.

The garden is overgrown but has been cultivated in recent times - witness a wire framework for raspberries. A very large fruit (apple?) tree stands towards the nprth wall.

The churchyard contains a memorial to the above John Mervyn Mortimer Harries and one to the Thomas family of Trehale. There are no memorial tablets in the church.

Gazeteer:

Early 19C house with small enclosed garden: ruined walled garden next to churchyard. Stream crossing and pond on approach drive. No sign of ancient mansion.

Western Telegraph 26.9.2001   Sale advertisement by Evans Roach;

A rare chance to acquire a major five bed Country House of character in a lovely rural location with new roof, stacks and floors, but with further work required. Offers over £175,000 invited. Photo.

Sale Brochure December 2001  Coast and Country Estates

Western Telegraph 17th August 2005   Sale feature – sympathetically renovated
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Cadw listing 

Sale feature Western Telegraph April 2002 

Sale feature Western Telegraph August 2005
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Francis Jones   Llanrheithan
