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DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT -
(Brief narrative of accident. Include statement of responsibility and recommendations for action to prevent repetition)

ACCIDENT COMMITTEE'S STATEMENT .

Un March 27, 1944, at.approximately.1615 hours, Lt, PRARSON,
while on a ferry trip to Stony Cross, made a forced landing in a
plowed field due to apparent engine trouble,

From Lt, PEARSCN'S acccunt of the accident, it is quite evid-
ent some malfunction of equipment was the cause, He reports the 3
right engine quit with indications of black smoke and the 1&ft en-
gine quitting accompanied by a series of explosions. ; : ;

According to the attached engineering report, it is obvious
the fuel selectors were not used properly,

vonsidering thé starboard engine, which was the first to go,
& the pilot admits he was using his main tank from time of take=off, —

Due to the overflow of the main tank fuel into the reserfve when the
fuel selector is on main, it is quite possible the overflow filled
up the lines due to a full reserve tank, Had this oeccured, the back
pressure of the fuel into the carburetor caused an over r{ch—cond-r
ition to exist --= as indicated by the presence of black smoke =--
thereby flooding the engine, causing ihe stoppage. The right care
buretor was inspegted and found to have an over abundance of fuel
in the chamber,

Had the pillot used the reserve tank for a period of 10 to 15
winutes before using his main, the above situation would not have
occured, ; :

--The--port engine quif;after the starboard and upon inspecting

the carburetor, it was found to be'dry., The pilot reports he was on.
main tank on this engine also. Further investigation proved he also
had his toggle switch for the outboard "fokyo" tank selected to on.
__ From questioning experienced pilots, it is concluded that under
these conditions, when fuel had been exhausted from the "Tokyo" tank,
_a_vapor lock would develop causing the engine to starve even though
the main tank was on.
e Further questioning of the pilot proved he was not familiar
.with the toggle switch Jjunction box which controls the fuel pump,
outboard tanks and cross feed selector,
. In our opinion, had this pilot §een more thoroughly checked out
in this type aircra}t, this accident would not have occured.

GROUP I ACCIDENT

Pilot Error =---- 100%.
Ma jor Cause--==Inexperience
Minor Cause-«~=Poor Judgement

’
v

It is recommended that in the future a more thorough cockpit
check be given ferry pilots who are to fly aircraft with which they

are not familiar,
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CONFIDENTIAL
RILOT'S STATEMENT

On March 27, 1944 I, F/0 Howard N, Pearson cleared from Bur-
tonwood for Stony Cross ih a P-38J #4203, I was airborne at 1600
hours and after 12 to 15 minutes of flight, my right engine star=-
ted cutting on and off and belching ‘light black smoke, I changed
tanks immediately to no affect and prior to the failure, all in-
Struments were on the green line ineluding both—mnin'ln&“rCIIIVC"“
tanks: showing full by the guages. I increased and decreased the
throttle which had no effect on the right engine, By this time
the engine slowed down to about 600 R,P,M, and then slowing to _

_about 200 R,P,M, My altitude at the time of the failure was-

1400 feet so I didn't have time to observe any more, At this time,
Ipfeathered the right engine, then gas-off, throttle and mixture
back and switches fér the right engine off, b
At this time I believe T was at about 300 to 500 feet and was
using the left engine at 40 inches mercury and 2400 to 2500 R.P.M.
The plane seemed to operate 0.K, and I started looking for an air-
drome and also started to climb very slowly., After two minutes of
flying @t this setting, I heard five explosions which seemad of an
internal nature come from the left engine. These explosions’ shook
the whole ship and I switched tanks and opened and closed throttle
to no avail, After the explosions the left engine revved down to
an idling speed and would then respond to throttle up to a certain

124
3

extents but would not maintain altitude, Then the engine more or less :

settYed down to a slow run. At this time I was 100 feet above tree

+ 1 managed to sguesze it into a

field 100 yards long with wheels up and flaps down, Whatever the

trouble was with the two engines, I didn't have enough time to try
everything to restore power, After the first failure I lost altit=-
ude quickly to 300 to 500 feet and.then two minutes later the left

engine went and time was very short, /9
,’ﬁﬁi.uvaaa/ 567//Qc‘u~zs1~»«\

* HOWARD N, PEARSON,
Flight O{ficer, Air Corps,.
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T = CONFIDL,\HAL

OFFICE OF THE S'I‘ATION ENGINEERING OFFICER
- AAF STATION 342
APO 639
28 March, 1944.
SUBJECT: = Investigation of P-38 Aircraft, Serial No. 42-104203,

TO t Operations Officer,
' , ~

1, The following information is ‘gubmitted following investigation of P-38
aircraft, 42104203, on 28 March 1944.

1) Right Main - Full

(2) Right Auxillary - Full

(3) Right Reserve - Empty .,

(4) Right Wing Tank = Empty = No sign of

fuel being put in tank,

(§) Left Main - Full

(6) Left Auxillary - Full o
(7) Left Reserve - Empty

(8) Left Wing Tank - Empty - No sign of

fuel being put in -fank,

T s X
1) Right - Full
(2) Left = Full

! ; Right - Jammed - due to crash

(2) Left - F\mction Normal

da ks
1) Left - off
(2) Right = reserve on - jammed due to crash,

(3) Right outer tank - off

(4) Right fuel pump - off

.(5) Left outer tank - on

(6) Left fuel - off

(7) Cross suctibn fuel yd.vo - off

2 ﬁmm_m_&ﬂ
Right - filled with pas

(2) Lett Empty

ilg Right - foathorod

- (2) Left - Torn from engine - blade angle indicates High piteh,
1 Position of feethering ewitches indicetes that left switch was
not used and the guard over the right was raised indicating use,.

CONFIDENTIAL
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2, Removing the drain plugs from chamber C & D of the left carburetor,
the fuel selector cock as it was, and the booster pump on, no fuel was pumped
into the carburetor, When the selector cock was turned to left auxillary, fuel
poured from the drain holes,

3+ Removing the drain plugs from chamber C & D of the right carburetor,
fuel selector cock as it was, booster pump on, no fuel flowed from the carburetor,
—Due—to-the-cock-being jammed further investigation was dropped,

WOJG, U,.S.Army,
Asst, Station Engineering Officer.
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