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Summary

This document forms a written scheme of investigation for an archaeological evaluation of land adjacent to Kensington Park, Magor, Monmouthshire (OS NGR ST 41945 87031). It has been prepared at the request of Mr M Slater on behalf of Bovis Homes, as required in the standard brief for archaeological field evaluation issued by the Senior Development Control Officer at the Glamorgan Gwent Archaeological Trust. It will be submitted to him for approval. It includes historical research into the site that has been used to help determine the nature of field investigation, and explains the aims and methodology of fieldwork and report production. Further details regarding staffing, health and safety and a suggested timetable are included.

1
Introduction

1.1
The following comprises a project design/specification for an archaeological evaluation of land adjacent to Kensington Park, Magor, Monmouthshire. The evaluation is required to inform the Local Plan Inquiry regarding the potential archaeological issues on the site. It has been prepared for submission to the Senior Development Control Officer at the Glamorgan Gwent Archaeological Trust for approval. To date a formal brief has not been produced, however in discussion with the Senior Development Control Officer it has been established that in the first instance 4% (450 linear meters, 1.8m wide) of the site will be evaluated by trail trenching. Trenches will be machine excavated to the top of the archaeological deposits or the natural geology whichever is the sooner. Contingencies have been allowed for within the costing should additional trenching be required.

1.2
The archaeological field work and post excavation will be carried out in accordance with Standards and Guidance for Archaeological Field Evaluations produced by the Institute of Field Archaeologists (IFA). The Archaeology Service is an Institute of Field Archaeologists, Registered Archaeological Organisation (IFA RAO 42).

1.3
Magor is located in Monmouthshire, c.11km east of Newport and on the southern side of the M4 motorway. The site is on the western side of the developed area of Magor, bounded to the north-west by Green Moor Lane, to the north-east by Kensington Park housing development and to the south by the Bristol to Swansea main railway line. The study area is centred on OS NGR ST 41945 87031. The nearest benchmark, to the south of the site, is at a height of 5.93m Above Ordnance Datum (AOD). The site is geologically located on Second Terrace Gravel Drift deposits overlying Tintern Sandstone deposits of the Upper Old Red Sandstone Group. The area to the immediate south of the site lies on Estuarine Alluvium deposits (OS 1981). 

1.4
The site was visited to make observations regarding access, trench placement and visual location of any services, which may not be shown on the utility company’s plans. The area comprises a single field of rough pasture, with a general ground slope from north to south. Access to the site is through a gate in the north-west corner of the field, off Green Moor Lane (the lane is closed to vehicular access), or through a gate in the north-east boundary of the field, from the modern housing estate. The north-west and south-west boundaries of the field are comprised of mature hedges, with a mature oak tree along the south-western boundary. The north-east boundary is comprised of hedges and fencing. The south-eastern boundary is a modern fence, contemporary with the houses to the south-east of the study area. The southern boundary, along the line of the railway is a fence with an overgrown hedge and overgrown vegetation towards the railway line. 

A number of modern services are present within the study area. An overhead electric power line runs across the centre of the field, from south-west to north-east, and two telegraph poles are located within the field. The telegraph pole in the centre of the field has a worn depression around it, probably caused by cattle using it as a rubbing post. A metal electricity sub station or transformer building is present, adjacent to the gate at the north-eastern side of the field. The ground around the sub station shows signs of recent disturbance, which may have been caused by excavations for the footings of the structure or could be the result of wheel rutting at the entrance to the field. A new water trough is present in the eastern corner of the field with a recently backfilled water pipe trench leading to it. A second disused water trough is present in the western corner of the field, and it is likely that a water pipe trench is present in this area. A CAT scan will be used to check for electric cables.

2
Background information

The area of the proposed evaluation was recently subject to a desk based archaeological assessment (Nichols 2004) which should be read in conjunction with this project design. The assessment established that there is the potential for archaeological deposits within the study area. Prehistoric and Romano-British activity is known from the vicinity and pottery finds of this date have been made to the immediate south of the site. The site appears to have been utilised as agricultural land during the medieval period. Evidence for probable ridge and furrow cultivation was visible within part of the study area and the remnants of a medieval open field system are visible within the landscape around the site. If archaeological deposits are present on the site they are likely to be well preserved in areas which have been used for agricultural purposes. However, at least part of the site has been used for quarrying, and any archaeological deposits, which may have been present in these areas are likely to have been adversely effected by these processes. 

The study of the site, both by visit and the study of aerial photographs during the desk based assessment established the potential for both above and below ground features to survive across the site. Of particular interest are the possible remains of Ridge and furrow cultivation in the north of the site, this also has the potential to have preserved earlier remains below the ridges. Additionally a sub-rectangular feature identified on an aerial photograph will be targeted by the evaluation trenches. The remainder of the trenches will be spread in such a way as the characterise the survival and nature of any archaeological deposits across the site, but it is anticipated that the quarried area in the south will be avoided as all archaeological deposits are likely to have been removed.

A topographical survey of the site is being carried out by Bovis Homes. It is intended that this will further enhance the knowledge of the above ground features and enable a far more accurate placement of trenches across the site.

3
Purpose of the evaluation

3.1
The purpose of the evaluation will be “to gain information about the archaeological resource ... including its presence or absence, character and extent, date, integrity, state of preservation and relative quality, in order to make an assessment of its worth in the appropriate context, leading to: the formulation of a strategy for the preservation or management of those remains; and/or the formulation of an appropriate response or mitigation strategy to planning applications or other proposals which may affect adversely such archaeological remains, or enhance them; and/or the formulation of a proposal for further archaeological investigation within a programme of research.” (IFA 1999).

4
Methodology

4.1
Summary and trench location

Trenches will total 450m in the first instance excavated with a 6ft ditching bucket. The trenches will range from 50m in length to 25m and a provisional layout is shown on Fig1. The final trench location may be altered on site to account for the presence of live services or other obstacles. 

4.2
Excavation procedures

4.2.1
All undifferentiated topsoil or overburden of recent origin within the trenches will be removed down to the first significant archaeological horizon. All excavation will be by hand.

4.2.2
All faces of the trench that require examination or recording will be cleaned using appropriate hand tools. All investigation of archaeological levels will be by hand, with cleaning, examination and recording both in plan and section. In archaeological evaluations the objective is to define rather than totally remove deposits. Full excavation will therefore be confined to the least significant remains which may allow underlying stratigraphy and features to be exposed and recorded. Within significant levels partial excavation, half-sectioning, the recovery of dating evidence, sampling and the cleaning and recording of structures will be preferred to full excavation.

4.2.3 
Whilst investigation will not be at the expense of any structures, features or finds which might reasonably be considered to merit preservation in situ (or be in any way prejudicial to the protection of such remains), a sufficient sample of the deposits will be studied to allow the resolution of the principal questions outlined in the evaluation brief and research design.

4.2.4
Any finds of human remains will also be left in situ, covered and protected. If removal is essential it can only take place under appropriate environmental health regulations, and, if appropriate, in compliance with the Burial Act 1857 and the Disused Burial Grounds (Amendment) Act 1981. Notice will also be given to the local planning authority.

4.2.5
All finds of gold and silver will be removed to a safe place and reported to the local Coroner according to the provisions of the Treasure Act 1996. Where removal cannot be effected on the same working day as the discovery suitable security measures will be taken to protect finds from theft.

4.3
Recording

4.3.1
 A unique site code MAG04 has been allocated to the project an SMR number will be allocated on deposition of the final report with GGAT.

4.3.2
A site location plan based on the Ordnance Survey 1:2500 map will be prepared.

4.3.3
All archaeological deposits will be recorded on pro-forma context sheets. A record of the full extent in plan of all archaeological deposits encountered will be made on plastic drawing film, at a scale of 1:10 or 1:20. Single context and multi-context plans will be produced as appropriate. Multi-context plans will only be considered where the interpretation of stratigraphy is not compromised by this method of recording. The OD height of all archaeological strata and features will be calculated and indicated on the appropriate plans and sections. Upon completion of each evaluation trench, one long section, and further sections, including half-sections of individual layers or features, will be drawn as appropriate.

4.3.4
If the site complexity is such as to justify its use the Harris matrix stratification diagram will be employed to record stratigraphic relationships. This record will be compiled and fully checked during the course of the evaluation.

4.3.5
A photographic record of the investigations will be prepared. It will include black and white prints and colour transparencies (on 35mm film), illustrating in both detail and general context the principal features and finds discovered. The photographic record will also include working shots to illustrate more generally the nature of the archaeological operation. The transparencies will be mounted in suitable frames.

4.4
Treatment of finds and samples

4.4.1 
Different sampling strategies may be employed according to the perceived importance of the strata under investigation. Close attention will be given to sampling for date, structure and environment. Sample size will take into account the frequency with which material is likely to occur.

4.4.2
A high priority will be given to the sampling of deposits where organic materials may be preserved. Organic samples will be subject to the appropriate specialist analysis.

4.4.3 
Finds retrieval policy will be in line with that required in the brief. The owners of any finds will be recommended to donate them to the appropriate recipient museum (Abergavenny).

4.5
Report production and archive

4.5.1
The written, drawn and photographic record will be ordered and catalogued. Finds will be washed marked and quantified. Specialist advice and reports will be obtained on the collected finds and environmental material where appropriate.

4.5.2
A report of the results of the evaluation will be drawn up for submission to the local planning authority. The report will contain a summary of the archaeological sequence in each trench, conclusions on the significance of the archaeology of the site and recommendations in line with the aims of the evaluation as outlined at 4 above. 

4.5.3
A summary of the results of the work, even if negative, will be submitted to the GGAT SMR and for publication in the appropriate academic journals.

4.5.4
The archive will confirm to standards defined in the Management of Archaeological Projects 2 5.4 and Appendix 3 (English Heritage 1991). It will be quantified, ordered, indexed and internally consistent.

4.5.5
The Gloucestershire County Council Archaeology Service (“GCCAS”) will retain copyright and ownership of all written, drawn, photographic and other materials produced by GCCAS staff (“the Documentary Archive”). The Documentary Archive will be deposited with the Abergavenny Museum for long term storage.

4.5.6
Finds and other materials removed from the site (“the Finds Archive”) remain the property of the landowner. GCCAS recommends that the Finds Archive should also be donated to the local registered museum.

5
Staffing 

5.1
The project will be managed by Jo Vallender, Senior Project Officer, and the site work and report will be carried out by an Assistant Project Officer of the Archaeology Service, Gloucestershire County Council, aided by two assistants. 

5.2
External specialists used in the past and likely to be consulted as necessary

Animal bone 


Kate Clarke, University of Southampton 

Coins



John Davies, Castle Museum, Norwich 

Conservation


Elizabeth Goodman, Salisbury Conservation Centre 

Ecofactual data


Julie Jones, Geography Dept., University of Bristol 

Human skeletal remains

Dr Charlotte Roberts, University of Bradford 

Pottery (prehistoric)

Dr Elaine L. Morris MIFA, Southampton 

Pottery (Roman)

Dr Jane Timby 

Pottery (post- Romano-British)
Dr Alan Vince, Lincoln 

Slag



Justine Bailey, AML English Heritage, London 

Small find ID


Hilary Cool, West Bridgeford, Nottingham 

6
Other details

6.1
Access

Reasonable access to the site will be given to representatives of the local planning authority who may wish to be satisfied through site inspections that the archaeological works are being conducted to appropriate professional standards and in accordance with the agreements made.

6.2
Insurance

The Archaeology Service is covered by Gloucestershire County Council professional indemnity insurance to £1,000,000 and public liability insurance to £25,000,000. 

7
Health and Safety

7.1
General provisions

All relevant health and safety legislation and regulations will be followed. General safe practice provisions outlined in Gloucestershire County Council, Archaeological Sites, Safety Rules and safe working practices will be adhered to. No personnel are to work in deep unsupported excavations. Excavations deeper than 1.21m will be stepped, battered back or shored. All archaeological trenches will be backfilled upon completion (for safety and to protect archaeological deposits). Spoil will be stored at a safe distance from trench edges.

7.2
Site specific provisions

7.2.1
Information regarding live services and drains has been requested from the utility companies. No trenches will be excavated where services or drains are known to be present. A CAT scanner will be used over the areas to be excavated to detect live private cables. No trenches will be excavated where services or drains are known to be present. 

7.2.2
It is required that all trenches are left open until they have been inspected by GGAT. Any deep excavations must be fenced overnight (orange fencing).
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 Data Protection Act 1998 Information regarding the contact details of the landowner and other individuals is collected for the administration of archaeological projects by Gloucestershire County Council Archaeology Service. It may be passed to others who are involved in the project. It will also be passed to the appropriate registered museums as part of the archive resulting from the archaeological project. If you have a query or concern regarding this, please contact the Archaeology Service on Gloucester 01452 425681. 
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