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Non-Technical Summary 
 
In May 2018 Archaeology Wales Ltd (AW) carried out an archaeological watching brief on land 
at the development of an agricultural hardstanding area at Bryn Celli Ddu, Llanddaniel, Anglesey 
(SH51626 70743) (Figure 1 and 2). The work was to fulfil Condition 3 of the associated Planning 
Application No. 21C170C.   
 
The site is within a known area of high archaeological sensitivity, with a concentration of 
prehistoric monuments  including  the well-known  burial chamber  of Bryn Celli Ddu  (scheduled  
monument  AN002),  the  Bryn  Celli  Ddu  standing  stone  (scheduled  monument AN085)  and  
the  nearby  Tyddyn  Bach  standing  stone  (scheduled  monument  AN084).    
 
No archaeological features were identified during the fieldwork. The site had been truncated by 
landscaping works for the adjacent milking parlour and also by farm machinery working across 
the site in waterlogged conditions. Despite the negative results of the archaeological 
investigation, there remains a moderate potential for features and deposits in this area, 
associated with prehistoric activity.  
 
This watching brief was undertaken to the standards set in the CIfA’s Standards and Guidance: 
for an archaeological watching brief (2014) and current Health and Safety legislation. 
 
  

1  Introduction 

1.1  Location and Scope of Work 

 
In May 2018 Archaeology Wales Ltd (AW) carried out an archaeological watching brief 
on land at the development of an agricultural hardstanding area at Bryn Celli Ddu, 
Llanddaniel, Anglesey (SH51626 70743) on behalf of  ERW Consulting Chartered 
Surveyors (Figure 1 and 2). The associated Planning Application No. is 21C170C.   
 
The site is located in the south of Anglesey, within a known area of high archaeological 
sensitivity, with a concentration of prehistoric monuments. Gwynedd Archaeological 
Planning Service (GAPS) recommended that the topsoil strip and all groundworks were 
archaeologically monitored in the form of an intensive watching brief, as required by 
planning condition 3 of the planning decision notice, adhering to Technical Advice Note 
(TAN) 24: The Historic Environment 2017 
 
The following report provides details of the results of the work undertaken. The project 
was managed by Dr Irene Garcia Rovira and undertaken by Kate Pitt (ACIfA). The AW 
Project Number is 2610 and the Site Code BCD/18/WB. 
 

1.2  Geology and Topography 

 
The development area is an open field, located to the immediate south-east of the Bryn 
Celli Ddu milking parlour yard, 1.km to the east of Llanddaniel, and 1km to the west of 
the A4080. The topography of the development site is generally level at 35m AOD.  
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The underlying bedrock geology is Central Anglesey Shear Zone and Berw Shear Zone 
(Undifferentiated) Schist. The superficial soils are defined as Till, Devensian Diamicton 
formed during the Quaternary period (BGS 2017). 

 

1.3  Archaeological and Historical Background 

 
The site is within a known area of high archaeological sensitivity, with a concentration of 
prehistoric monuments  including  the well-known  burial chamber  of Bryn Celli Ddu  
(scheduled  monument  AN002),  the  Bryn  Celli  Ddu  standing  stone  (scheduled  
monument AN085)  and  the  nearby  Tyddyn  Bach  standing  stone  (scheduled  monument  
AN084).   Fieldwork by the University of Central Lancashire and Manchester  Metropolitan  
University  in conjunction  with Cadw, confirmed  that further elements of this prehistoric 
ritual landscape survive below ground in the immediate environs of the known monuments.  
The application area itself falls within the extent of a field system and associated hut 
settlement recorded on the HER (PRN 2711).    These  features  are  likely  to  be  of  late  
prehistoric  or  Romano-British  date  and indicate the potential for archaeological evidence 
of multiple periods to survive locally (Emmet, J., consultation response letter 6th 
September 2017). 
 
 

2  Aims and Objectives 
 
2.1 Watching Brief 

2.1.1 The aims of an archaeological watching brief, as defined by the Chartered Institute for 
Archaeologists (CIfA, 2014) are: 

 

 To allow, within the resources available, the preservation by record of 
archaeological deposits, the presence and nature of which could not be 
established (or established with sufficient accuracy) in advance of development 
or other potentially disruptive works; 

 To provide an opportunity, if needed, for the watching archaeologist to signal to 
all interested parties, before the destruction of the material in question, that an 
archaeological find has been made for which the resources allocated to the 
watching brief itself are not sufficient to support treatment to a satisfactory and 
proper standard; 

 To establish and make available information about the archaeological resource 
existing on the site.  
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3  Methodology 
  
3.1 Fieldwork 

Excavation of the entire 80m x 30m site strip was undertaken using a mechanical 
excavator with a smooth toothless bucket under close archaeological supervision.   

The excavation locations are shown on Figure 2. The strip was on average 0.1m deep.  

The on-site work was undertaken by Kate Pitt. The overall management of the project 
was undertaken by Dr Irene Garcia Rovira.  All areas were photographed using high 
resolution (16mp+) digital photography. 

All on-site illustrations were undertaken on drafting film using recognised conventions 
and scales (1:10, 1:20, 1:50, as appropriate).  

All works were undertaken in accordance with the CIfA’s Standards and Guidance: for 
an archaeological watching brief (2014) and current Health and Safety legislation. 

A project archive will be prepared in accordance with the National Monuments Record 
(Wales) agreed structure, as laid out in the Specification (Appendix III). 

 

3.2   Finds 
 
 No archaeological finds were recovered during the course of the watching brief. 
 
3.3  Palaeo-environmental Evidence 

 
  No deposits suitable for sampling were encountered during the fieldwork. 

 

4  Results of the Watching Brief 

4.1  Description    (Figure 2; Plates 1-10) 

Natural orange-brown till and clay deposits were located at 0.05m-0.1m below the current 
ground surface. This was partially covered by a thin dark-brown clay loam topsoil with a 
high content of slurry run-off from the adjacent milking-parlour yard. The soil was 
waterlogged and disturbed in the majority. Large depressions of churned up deposits 
remained after the site strip was complete. 

No archaeological features were identified during the watching brief. In addition, no 
residual archaeological artefacts were retrieved from the topsoil or the mixed ground 
deposits. 
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5  Interpretation and Conclusion 

5.1  Overall Interpretation 
 
  The upper soil sequence identified during the investigation comprised thin topsoil. This 

overlay natural deposits of silty clay and outcrops of sandstone bedrock. The natural 
appeared to have been patchily truncated by farm machinery moving across waterlogged 
soil, and this would have to a large extent destroyed any features or deposits that once 
existed in this area. No evidence for any anthropogenic activity was identified in any of 
the exposed or excavated deposits. 

 

5.2 Conclusion 

There is a moderate potential for prehistoric features or deposits at this location given the 
site’s location with surrounding prehistoric sites known. However, the truncation by the 
construction of the adjacent existing farm buildings and waterlogged farming activities 
resulted in no archaeology being encountered if it did ever exist at this location. 

 
6.3 Storage and Curation 
 
6.3.1 The project archive will be prepared in accordance with: Standard and Guidance for the 
 Creation, Compilation, Transfer and Deposition of Archaeological Archives (CIfA, 
 2014), the requirements of the National Monuments Record (Wales) and the 
 Management of Research Projects in the Historic Environment, MoRPHE (Historic 
 England, 2006).  
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Plate 1. Site prior to topsoil strip. View NE. 2m scale

Plate 2. Site prior to topsoil strip. View NE. 2m scale



Plate 3. Site prior to topsoil strip. View SW. 2m scale

Plate 4. Site topsoil strip. View SW. 2m scale



Plate 5. Site topsoil strip. View SW. 2m scale

Plate 6. Site topsoil strip SW end of site. View SW. 2m scale



Plate 7. Site topsoil strip. View NE. 2m scale

Plate 8. Site topsoil strip NE end of site. View NE. 2m scale



Plate 9. Site topsoil strip. View SW. 2m scale

Plate 10. Site topsoil strip. View SW. 2m scale
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