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POST-REFORMATION  BEDDGELERT : 1538-2003 

THE  CHANGING  FACE  OF  CHRISTIANITY

POST DISSOLUTION

"There is a tradition that opposition was offered to the surrender of the Priory to the Commissioners, ending in fighting and bloodshed in the Nanmor and other districts.

A full account is to be found in the 'History of the Families of Hafod Garegog, Dolfriog yn Nanmor and Cae Dafydd'" (Bezant Lowe, Heart of Northern Wales, Vol 2, p 269-70) (Newell's History of the Welsh, p 276 - not seen) 


The church at Beddgelert was probably dedicated to St Mary when it was reformed as an Augustinian priory around 1220. Before that it may well have been dedicated to Celer, who may have founded the Christian community in the seventh century.

The Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary - 15 August - Gwyl Fair Mawr - was, in medieval times, thought the greatest of the Festivals of the  Blessed Virgin Mary and a favourite day for fairs in Wales. (Arch. Camb., 1936, p 283)

Fairs  were held for a week at the feast of the Assumption (15 August), and of the Nativity (7/8-14 Sept) of the Virgin Mary. (A D Carr, 1982, Medieval Anglesey, p 234)

Cattle fairs were held in Beddgelert on 18 August and 23 and 27 September. It is not known when these commenced; they are mentioned in 1834. (W Lewis, 1834, A Topographical Dictionary of Wales). They may have been associated with the Feasts of the Assumption, and of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary.

1534-1539 Bishop John Salcot alias Capon was elected to Bangor 30 January 1533 and consecrated on 19 April 1534.  He was also abbot of Hyde, Winchester, and was an absentee bishop. A brief Register survives. (A I Pryce, 1923, Diocese of Bangor During the Sixteenth Century, p xix). There were further alienations of episcopal property; he did not tackle the basic abuses of the church. (A H Dodd, 1968, A History of Caernarvonshire 1284-1900, p 43) He was translated to Salisbury in 1539 on rendering Hyde abbey to the crown. (Browne Willis, 1721, A Survey of the Cathedral Church of Bangor, p 98)

1536 and 1542 : the Acts of Union, amongst other things, allowied Welshmen to become MPs, Justices of the Peace etc.

1536 Jan : A petition from the Bangor clergy to Thomas Cromwell pleaded that a way be found for them to keep their unofficial wives, if only to make dealings with their parishioners easier. (A H Dodd, 1968, A History of Caernarvonshire 1284-1900, p 40) 

The petitioners begged Cromwell “… to invent after your discreet wisdom some lawful and godly way for us … to maintain and uphold such poor hospitality as we have done hitherto, most by the provision of such women as we have customably kept in our houses. (Glanmor Williams, 1966 TCHS, The Reformation in Sixteenth-Century Caernarvonshire, p 44)

There is no indication that contemporaries in Caernarvonshire, or indeed anywhere else in Wales, made any vigorous protest against the disappearance of the monasteries. It does seem as if monastic life was so far decayed that its disappearance could hardy be the cause of great regret. What created more of a stir at the time was the suppression of shrines and pilgrimages, many of them associated with houses of religion. The destruction of these aroused much more popular indignation than the closure of the monasteries themselves, and strenuous efforts were made to save some of them. … Far reaching as the consequences of the break with the papacy or the dissolution of the monasteries were, they were not of a kind to affect every-day life very much. … Such changes as the king had introduced had made remarkably little practical difference to the worship, appearance or language of the Church. 

(Glanmor Williams, 1966 TCHS, The Reformation in Sixteenth-Century Caernarvonshire, p 52, 53)

The five monasteries in the diocese (of Bangor) were of minor rank … they were not well placed for the exercise of influence, with the result that their dissolution would not affect except to a small degree the prestige and power of the church. … Penmon and Beddgelert were Augustinian monasteries, and as canons of such houses were allowed greater latitude as compared with other orders, they may have helped to serve the churches in those places. There is no evidence of a separate parish church at Penmon or Beddgelert and the deduction may fairly be drawn that the churches were used in common between the Canons and the parishioners, though it is not known whether a separate parochial altar was permitted in the nave of the respective churches as was sometimes the case where a church was shared in common.

Only a brief reference can be made to the effect of the diversion of the revenues of the monasteries. In parishes such as … Llanidan, which already possessed Vicars with their position safeguarded doubtless both as to income and tenure, the only financial charge would be that the great tithe would be paid to a new Rectorial owner. … Exception might be taken to the transference of the rectorial tithe of Llanidan and Llanbadrig in the County of Anglesey from monasteries in Caernarvon to lay persons.  It is difficult to estimate the extent of the loss to parishes where, the tithe having been appropriated to monasteries, vicarages had not been established prior to the dissolution, as the sums ultimately  charged on the impropriated tithe for the carrying on of services were calculated at a fixed basis without any provision for adjustment to meet the altering value of money, with the result that the annual income so reserved in course of time became entirely inadequate. (A I Pryce, 1939, TAAS, p56-7, The Reformation in the Diocese of Bangor as illustrated by the Records.)

Leases of former priory land.

No date: c1536 (Late Priory of Bethekilharte) site, manors, messuages etc tenure John Goghe, as demised to him for term of years, as said. Rent £42. 21 years.

(Records of Court of Augmentations relating to Wales & Monmouthshire. Lewis & Conway Davies 1954 p 301)

This may well be a record of the lease to John Goughe granted by Cherstey Abbey.

Between Jan 1536 - July 1537: The Abbot of Chertsey granted a lease of the site, manors, messuages etc of the Priory of Beddgelert to John Gouch, who was dead by 1544. (PRO Court of Augmentations, 251/35) 

John Gough was Ieuan ap Llywelyn ap Gronw of Eifionydd, who of 1533 bought Hendre Gadredd (Tuthyn John ap Illa) in Gest from William ap Howel ap Madog ap Howel of Pennarth Fawr. In 1647 John Goch’s son William ab Ieuan mortgaged Hendre Gadlan and redeemed it in 1549; he then sold it to William Maurice of Clenennau (NLW, Clenennau Deeds 71, 90, 91; C A Gresham, Eifionydd, 1973, p 66, 315-6).

1536-1573 : Leases relating to the priory of Beddgelert lands, leased by the fermour, John Goughe of Henley-on-Thames, gent. to the Bach-y-saint family. (pre 1686 : in GAS, Tanybwlch collection, Z/DV/133, 159-163)

1536 Dec 14: 1. John Gough alias Powes of Henley super Thamis, co Oxon, Gent.,

2. Robert ap Gruffith ap John, yeoman, and John ap Robert ap Gruffith, his son & heir. BOND in sum of £80 for the Performance of Covenants contained in Indentures of equal date. Latin. (Obligation & Condition) (GAS, Tanybwlch ms Z/DV/159)

1540 will of John Gowght, otherwise called Powes, of Henley, Oxford; proved 1541-42. “To William Loveles and Margery his wife, my doughter, my hole leace and terme of yers whiche now I have by indentur of certeyn manors, landes, tenementes, tythes, and other profits, in Wales, late belonging to the late Monastery of Chertsey, whiche at the daye of the making herof ys to me, above all charges, of the yerely value of xix li. sterling wherof the seyd William and Margery his wyfe shall paye yerely to William Gowght my son Fifty Shillings sterling.

And to the childern of the seyd William, equally to be divided btwene them, towards their marriages, fifty shillings sterling.

And also to paye yearly to Marget my doughter, suster to the said William Gowght, other fifty shillings sterling, and yerely to the children of the same Margett … fyftie shillinges sterling … And yf it shall happen they all departe to God, that then yt to remain hole to the seyd William Loveles and Margery his wife, my doughter, all the hole Rentes of xix li. to be devyded for the marriage of their children and every of them lengist leving, keeping an yerely Obit within the parishe churche of seynt German within the towne of penisa, the hundred of yownyth, and countie of Carnarvon, of xx s. for me, my father and mothers sowles and all xpen soules, to be kept yerely the seconde daye of August during all the terms of the sayde Indentur. 

Item I will that the sayd William Gowght and Margret shall yerely kepe an obite in the parishe churche abovesayd the morrow next after Relicke sondaye, of Ten shillings, during the foreseyd yeres.

To William G all lands, co Carnarvon. Kateryn, the mother of William Gowght, and Margrett shall have all the yssues and priffittes of my ferme of Botyff, paying the Kinges grace his rentes. John Williams, sone of William Gowght … William Thomas my daughters sone…”

(Extracts from old wills relating to Wales, Arch Camb., 1881 p 81-2)

1542 Nov 7: Receipts of William Loveles of Henley upon Temmes, co Oxon, Gent., Fermour of the late priory of Bethkellert, late in the tenure of Joh Goughe of Henley, Gent., decd., for the sum of £61, being the payment of the issues and profits of the late Priory for one year’s rent, received from Robert ap Gruffith ap John and John his son, at the mansion house of John Goughe. (GAS, Tanybwlch  Z/DV/160)

In a 1547-8 dispute Hafod Ruffydd is described as being in the town and parish of Pennant. (PRO, Court of Augmentations, C1/1774 No 49)

By 1547-8 William Loveles of Henley-on-Thames had bought [according to Gresham, but that was not so - he inherited via his wife] the lease (from John Goch who died 1544) [see 1535-36] and he presented a Bill of Complaint to the Court of Augmentations reciting that Richard ap Rice and others had entered upon the Prior's land. 

His Bill was dismissed but he sought redress from the Court of Chancery, requesting the court to direct the Justices of the Peace to enquire into the matter and set it right. 

(PRO Court of Chancery, C1/1244/53) 

John Wynn ap Maredudd of Gwydir was the 'King's Steward of the lands and possessions belonging to the lately dissolved Priory of Bethkelerd' (CQSR, p 61) and as nothing further is heard of Robert ap Rice, it is possible that he settled the matter. (C A Gresham, 1973, Eifionydd, p 66-7)

1547-48 
Compl. William Loveles; Defs: Richard ap Rice & two others.

Entry into certain lands in vill of Pennant called “the Priores lands”, parcel of possessions of the late priory of Bethgelert which 12 years ago (c1535), John, late Abbot of Chertsey, demised to John Gough for £42 for 42 years whose interest compl. now has. Endorsed: matter dismissed out of Court of Augmentations. 11 Feb 2 E VI. (B). (Records of Court of Augmentations relating to Wales & Monmouthshire. Lewis & Conway Davies 1954 p 55; 7/58)

1551 Aug 23: 

1. John Madryn of Nefyn, Gent., and Gruffith Madryn of Madryn, Gent.,

2. David ap Robert ap Griffith ap John

BOND in the sum of £31-13-4d for the Securing of the same amount, consideration money for a moiety of the priory of Bethkelert, leased to John Madryn, 25 January 1551, by John Gruffith of London, lately decd. (GAS, Tanybwlch, Z/DV/161)

However in 1556-7, Loveles was again complaining to the Court of Chancery, this time about one tenement, Anode ruffyth - Havode Ruffyth, in the township of Pennant, and consisting of 90 acres of land, meadow and pasture, in the northern part of the Prior's Land. (Early Chancery Proceedings ECP Caernarvonshire 1447/49-53) Loveles claimed that this tenement had been unlawfully entered by Lewis ap Morris Gethin ap Ieuan ap Rice, and held by him. Lewis ap Morris said in his answer that his father, Morris Gethin, had taken a lease on the lands, dated 2 January 1529, from David Conway, Prior of Bethkilhert. 

The Replication of William Loveles says that Davye Conwaye lived in the priory for over twenty years “and caused himself to be caulled and was commonly cauled prior of Bethkilhert”, but if fact he was not, for he was a secular priest and not professed as an Austin canon or elected as prior. Moreover, as he had no convent by whose consent he could sign leases of the property, he brought in some other secular priests when the need arose to form a chapter with himself, but even so deeds made in that manner were not good at law. It was because there were no brethren or professed canons left in the priory that Henry VIII gave the possessions to the Abbey of Chertsey, and that his lease was correctly made to John Gough by the abott with the consent of the convent of that house, and was therefore the only lawful lease.

In his Rejoinder Lewis ap Moris said that “there were dyvers and many Chapells and parsonages appropriate belonging to the said late priorie of Bethkilhert which the said late monastery was bounde to serve. And for that the said late monastery was a house of very small possessions the Canons of the said late monastery (except 2 or 3) did for the most part serve abroade out of the said monastery in other places that is to say in the Chapells and parsonages appropriate which they did for and towards the better maintenance of their sociale livings and some of them did for the better maintenance of their livings did serve the cure of other parsonages and vicarages. But when they the said Canons did or would make any lease or grant of any part of the possessions of the saide late monastery then they were sent for by the prior of the said late monastery to come home to their said monastery. And then did make such grants and leases as they always had and did use to grant and make. And further the said defendant (Lewis ap Morris) saith that the prior of the said late monastery wore always in his vesture like a Canon and had sometimes a secular priest in his said monastery to serve there as other priors did use to have in their monasteries and houses.” 

He also said that David Conway died a little time before the passing of the statute to dissolve the smaller monasteries, when the priory remained empty for a short while until it was taken by the king under the force of that statute. He denied all the evidence that David Conway was not legally Prior of Beddgelert and a professed canon, and claimed that he was lawfully elected and lawfully granted leases.

The final Rejoinder from William Loveles merely repeated the former allegations against David Conway that he was not prior except “ by his own pryvate authoritie”.

(C A Gresham, 1973, Eifionydd, p 67-8)

This lease has survived (NLW Dolfriog deed no. 149) and names Havod Rufydd, Cadair Wyrchyn, Cwm trwscl, Cwm llechog and Cwm duy in Pennant (in Eifionydd) and Pennardd (in Uwch Gwyrfai). This land on the west side of Llyn Gadair was formerly the land of Iorwerth ab Ithel ap Dafydd. 

Morris Gethin was of Hafod Garegog in Nanmor and was the maternal grandson of Rhys Goch Eryri, the fifteenth-century poet. He married Gwerfyl verch Gruffydd ap Dafydd and Lewis ap Morris was one of their sons.  Lewis was successful in his case against William Loveles, for a family deed dated 1576 shows his son, Hugh Lewis, acknowledging receipt of 53s 4d as rent for Hafod ryffythe,  and later documents show that the land in Pennardd was included in this, and that his grandmother, Gwerfyl, retained a half share in the lease until her death. The Crown continued to honour the prior’s lease, and it did not expire until 1621. (C A Gresham, 1973, Eifionydd, pp 60-8)

“A dispute arose over this lease in 1556/8 which was taken to the court of Chancery, because William Loveless an Englishman from Henley on Thames, claimed that he had a lease on this land since he claimed that he had secured the lease that the abbot of Chertsey had given to John Goch when the land came under the guardianship of that abbey. The claim of Lewis ap Morus Gethin, the defendant in the case, went back beyond this lease, however, and he based his argument on the lease granted by Dafydd Conwy to his father. Loveless tried to prove that the lease granted by this prior was not legally binding since Beddgelert’s transfer to be under the patronage of Chertsey, but his complaint failed, and the family of Lewis ap Morus continued to be tenants at Hafod Ruffydd”. (Catrin Stevens, “Cywydd i Ofyn March i Ddafydd Conwy, Prior Beddgelert”, TCHS, Vol 37, 1976, p 46)

1556-58: Complainant: William Loveles of Henley on Thames, co Oxford, gentleman & Margery his wife;

Defendant: Lewis ap Morice, son of Moris Gethin ap Ieuan ap Rice.

Context: Tenement called Anode (Havod) Ruffyth & land (90 acres) in the parish of Penantt (i.e. Llanfihangel in Pennant) claimed by complainant under a lease from the monastery of Chertsey to one John Gough, and by defendant under a lease dated 2 Jan 1529 from David Conway, the supposed last prior of Beddgelert. 

(Interesting particulars concerning the status of the priory of Beddgelert). (PRO ECP1447/49-53, B(2), A, Rn, Rj; EA Lewis, Early Chancery Proceedings Concerning Wales, 1937, page 23 Caernarfonshire)

1556-58: Complainant: William Loveles of Henley on Thames, co Oxford, gentleman & Margery his wife; Defendant: Robert ap Price ap Evan, yeoman.

Context: Messuage & land (90 acres) called Kevenymyneth  in the parish of Chalyther (Glanyther) claimed by the complainant under a like lease to John Goughe.

(PRO ECP1447/54; EA Lewis, Early Chancery Proceedings Concerning Wales, 1937, page 23 Caernarfonshire)

1559 
from witness statements taken at Bethkelert 31 May 1559 re the above leases:

1. Elice Moris of the parish of Penmorfa, Esquire, aged 66 years: “He herde saie that the late Abbott of Chartsey didd lawfullie lette ferme under the Covente and Comyn seate of the saide house the whole posssessions of the saide Pryorye of Bethkelert unto John Gogh for terme of yeres yet enduringe and further saithe that he sawe John Goche and his assignes occupie the same by vertue of the saide lease.”… 

“he herde say that the late Abbott of Chartsey didd lawfullie lette ferme under the Covente and Comyn seate of the saide house the whole posssessions of the saide Pryorye of Bethkelert unto John Gogh for terme of yeres yet enduringe and further saithe that he sawe John Goche and his assignes occupie the same by vertue of the saide lease”. …“he harde saie that David ap Robert hathe laufullie thintereste and terme of yeres of and in the saide Pryorye of the saide John Goch and further saithe that he sawe the said David ap Robert occupie the same as assigne unto the saide John Goch”.

2. Thomas Bowlde of the parish of Llangyrwew, Gent, aged 54 years  “saithe that he herde saie that the late Pryorye of Bethkelert was lawfully demysed by the Abbott of Chartsey unto John Gogh for yeres yet enduring And that he have been a fermour to the saide John Gogh is assignes upon parcell of the said Pryorye.” … 

“he herde saie that the late Pryorye of Bethkelert was lawfully demysed by the Abbott of Chartsey unto John Gogh for yeres yet enduring And that he have been a fermour to the saide John Gogh is assignes upon parcell of the said Pryorye”. … 

“he herd saye that David ap Robert ap Gr[iffith] ap John had lawfullye thintereste of the saide John Gogh upon the saide Pryorye And he thid deponent was likewise Fermour to the saide David ap Robert of parcell of the saide Pryorye”.

3. John ap Robert of the parishe of Penmorfa, clerke, aged 60 years: he saithe the same be true for that he sawe the two severall leases made thereon.

( NLW Elwes ms263)

William Loveles died before 14 November 1562 (GAS Tan y Bwlch Z/DV 163). 

His executors were still dealing with his estate in 1573 (GAS Tan y Bwlch Z/DV 165).

1559 Oct 20: 1. David ap Robert ap Gruffith ap John of Merthir, Gent.,

2. Gruffith ap David ap Robert, his son and heir.

DEMISE for a term of 16 years of tenements and lands called Tyddyn Cwmkloch, township Pennant, part of the lands of the late priory of Bethkelert, leased to 1. above for a term of 25 years, 29 Oct 1551. (GAS, Tanybwlch, Z/DV/162)

1562 Nov 14: Receipt of Humffrie Stafertyn of Estamstid (?Easthamstead) parke, co Berks, Gent., one of the executors of William Loveles, late of Henley upon Thames. (co Oxon), Esq., decd., for the sum of £61-6-8d, the rents and farm of the late Priory of Bethkelert, received from David ap Robert ap Gruffith ap John  and Gruffith ap David ap Robert. (GAS, Tanybwlch, Z/DV/163)

1565 Nov 10: Receipt from Owen Lloid, Esq., and William Owen of Fynifalls Inne, London, Gent., for the sum of £16-18-4d, due to them for the farm of Bethkelert for the year ended Michaelmas last, from David ap Robert ap Gruffith ap John, by the hand of Gruffith ap David. (GAS, Tanybwlch, Z/DV/164)

1573 Feb 18: 1. Margaret Yevan of Hardeleghe, co Merioneth, widow, and Jevan ap Howell ap Thomas of Hardeleghe, yeoman.

2. Humffrey Staverton, Henry Stonor and John Frooste, Gents., executors of William Lovelace of Henley super Thamse (co Oxon).

GENERAL RELEASE of all accounts, quarrels etc, held against 2, above. Latin.

(GAS, Tanybwlch, Z/DV/165)

c1553: Compl. Angharrade Vershone {? Verch Sion}, widow.


Defs. Hughe ap Robert ap William and one other.

David Conway, Prior of Bethkylhart, demised certain lands in parish of St Michael, Pennant. By conventual’s seal, 12 June 4 Henry VIII (c1513) to Ryce ap Evan ap Howell, 80 years (40 years to run) who left them by will to compl. his wife, for life, tenements called Bulkwin and Pandrynyog. Compl. also had possession of certain copyholds, otherwise bond lands, called Gavell the geryn, according to the custom of manor of Llegheyddiok, at lord’s will.

Def entered into all these lands, def makes no claim to demised lands, as to bond lands, compl.’s husband demised them by will to his son, Ieuan ap Ryce, who entered and on whose death they descended to his son, Lewes ap Evan ap Ryce, who is but thirteenth years of age, and has Def. as guardian. ( B A Rp).
(Records of Court of Augmentations relating to Wales & Monmouthshire. Lewis & Conway Davies 1954 p 62; 519/44-6)

----------

Bisham Abbey & Anne of Cleves:
1538 : 19 June Bisham Abbey was surrendered to the Crown.  

In 1541 the King granted the property of Bisham Abbey, including the mills,  to Anne of Cleves as part of her divorce settlement., and this included the profits of the late Priory of Beddgelert. 
Later Hoby had Bisham priory lands. (Victorian County History of Berkshire 111 p 147-8)  This was probably Sir Philip Hoby, patron of Robert Wynne of Plas Mawr, Conwy.

Bisham Mills on the River Thames:

In 1544 Anne of Cleves granted Bisham Mills to Thomas Persse who conveyed the property in Sept 1541 to John Brinkhurst who died seised of it in 1572. It stayed in the Brinkhurst family till 1723. By 1759 it was in the possession of William Ockenden. 

In 1788 the Mills were bought by Thomas Williams of LLANIDAN, Anglesey, M.P. for Great Marlow 1790 - 1802, who built Temple House and used the mills for smelting copper brought from his mines in Wales. The mills were still in the Williams family in 1914. (Victoria County History of Berkshire, III p 148)]

ANNE of Cleves, Germany:

1540: In January she arrived in England to marry Henry VIII. She became his fourth wife, but the marriage was not consummated. 

June 1540 - A generous divorce settlement was agreed [included Bisham Abbey & thus Beddgelert Priory lands]. She used the title “the King's sister”. 

1540 July: Thomas Cromwell was executed & Henry VIII married Catherine Howard the same day. She was later executed for having an affair. 

1543 on 12 July Henry VIII married Catherine Parr; Ann of Cleves was a witness at the marriage. 

1547 Henry VIII died on 28 January & was succeeded by Edward VI, aged 9 years. 

1556-7 and 1557-8   Possessions of Anne of Cleves “nup porat de Bethelkelhert in comm Flynt in Carnarvan”  (PRO SC6/Phillip ad Mary/474 in 3-4 & 4-5 Ph & M.) 








TRANSLATE

1557 Ann of Cleves died.

1538 - 1543: WHEN was Beddgelert parish formed?  

First reference so far seen: 1543 when it is noted in Tax Returns as a parish.

Llanfihangel y Pennant parish lost The Prior's land and the hamlet of Oerddwr, this was added to the priory desmene land and the lordship of Nanhywnen, now no longer a Cistercian grange.

"Owing to the lay appropriation of the rectory of Beddgelert the parish after the Reformation had to be treated as a cure of souls."(C A Gresham, 1973, Eifionydd p71) 

1539 - 1541
John Birde was bishop of Bangor. He did not tackle the basic abuses of the church. (A H Dodd, 1968, A History of Caernarvonshire 1284 -1900, p 43) 

There are gaps in the records until 1541 (A I Pryce, The Reformation in the Diocese of Bangor as illustrated by the Records, TAAS, 1939, p 48)

He was the last Provincial of the Order of Carmelites and Suffragan Bishop of Penrith. He was translated to Chester. (Browne Willis, Survey of the Cathedral Church of Bangor, 1721, p 100)

1541- 1553 Arthur Bulkeley, Bishop of Bangor. 

One of two Welshmen to become bishop during the reign of Henry VIII. His election signalled the growing importance of the Welsh gentry, from whom were to be drawn most of the Welsh bishops of the sixteenth century from Mary’s reign (1553) onwards. Partly this move was to buy local support, partly it reflected the triumph of the gentry, partly it recognised the growing awareness of pastoral responsibility, but chiefly it was brought about by the declining importance of the bishops as civil servants. (Glanmor Williams, 1962, The Welsh Church from Conquest to Reformation, p 301)

Arthur Bulkeley’s appointment was a triumph for the Bulkeley faction (following the struggles since 1535 between local gentry families). He was the first resident bishop for well over a century and almost the first native bishop for more than two hundred; his successors right down to 1716, again with one exception,  were all Welsh. Bangor became once again the effective head of the see. … 

Bulkeley was also perhaps the first bishop of Bangor to do more than passively acquiesce in the king’s religious changes. He carried out his visitations in person, not (as with his absentee predecessors) by deputy, and his queries indicate a new concern for the pastoral aspect of the priestly office, notably in matters like catechising and preaching “a definite Reformation standard is presupposed”. … His bequest of books formed the basis of a cathedral library. … He is responsible for a general increase in lay patronage in the diocese.  The abnormal number of resignations during his episcopate may have been due to tighter discipline or to changing standards; a sharp decline in ordinations is probably accountable to the uncertainty of the times. 

(A H Dodd, 1968, A History of Caernarvonshire 1284-1900, p 47-48)

He had already been Rector of Llandeusant, Anglesey for sixteen years. (A I Pryce, 1939, TAAS, p43-60, The Reformation in the Diocese of Bangor as illustrated by the Records.)

1544 Dec 16 : Thomas Gruffith, priest, of Llanfrothen (?& Beddgelert) on death of Dom. Lewis ap Hoel. (A I Pryce,1923 The Diocese of Bangor in the 16th century, p11)

1546-1559: John Wyn ap Maredudd acted as steward of the lands of the dissolved abbey of Aberconway, the priory of Beddgelert and the lands of the Knights Hospitallers at Dolgynwal. ( J G Jones, The Wynn Family of Gwydir, 1995, p 193)

1547 Jan 28 : King Henry VIII died at Richmond. ?Or at Westminster.

1547- 1553 Edward V1 

There was a violent swing towards Protestantism.

The Reformation was positively and effectively introduced. Leading figures were the  Archbishop of Canterbury Thomas Cranmer, the scholar Nicholas Ridley and the  preacher Hugh Latimer.

It is unlikely that a man of Bishop Bulkeley’s standpoint had much difficulty in accommodating himself to the Protestant doctrines and practices which came in with Edward VI, and which the old king had held at arm’s length. On the general attitude of the clergy and laity in the diocese we have little evidence. (A H Dodd, 1968, A History of Caernarvonshire 1284-1900, p 48)

The religious changes now enforced struck home … to all sections of the public. There were the attacks on church property, secondly, the extinction of many of the features of church property, thirdly, the attempts to establish Protestant forms of belief and worship by means of a Book of Common Prayer enforced by Act of Parliament. (Glanmor Williams, 1966 TCHS, The Reformation in Sixteenth-Century Caernarvonshire, p 52). 

[BARDSEY Abbey: in 1536-7 went to the Crown. In 1547 it was granted to Edward Seymour, earl of Hertford & duke of Somerset who became Lord Protector in 1547-9. In 1549 Edward VI granted the site of the monastery of Bardsey and its mainland possessions to John Dudley, earl of Warwick & duke of Northumberland. By 1553, before his downfall, he granted them to John Wyn ap Hugh of Bodfel " in return for royal services rendered to the Crown". By 1646-7, John Wyn's great, great grandson, Colonel John Bodfel owned Bardsey. 

(J Gwynfor Jones, Documents relating to certain aspects of local government in Stuart Caernarvonshire, BBCS Vol 24, 1070-72  p 503-518)

This was probably not the family of the John Duddeley involved in the leases of Beddgelert  priory in 1575?]

1549: An Act regularised clerical marriage, which must have helped to reconcile the clergy to the Edwardian revolution. (A H Dodd, 1968, A History of Caernarvonshire 1284-1900, p 48)

c1549: All the lands in the county of Caernarvon, belonging to the Beddgelert priory, were granted to Robert and Henry Bodville, by Edward VI., in the second year of his reign. (S Lewis, Topographical Dictionary of Wales, Vol I )  This is NOT CORRECT.
 1549   The Act of Uniformity  became law. All endowments were swept away; there was an assault on many features of medieval worship that were obnoxious to Protestants; images &  pictures in churches were shattered or removed, roods and rood lofts removed. Pilgrimages and holy days were abrogated; altars were thrown down and replaced by tables. ... Many people undoubtedly felt a  strong sense of loss of those things which had been interwoven with the fabric of their lives since childhood. The first English Book of Common Prayer was printed.

1551 William Salesbury published his Welsh version of the epistles and gospels of the Prayer Book.

English language services must have been almost totally incomprehensible to the overwhelming majority of parishioners …. The Reformation made very little impression  … until an effort was later made to present the new doctrines in Welsh. (Glanmor Williams, 1966 TCHS, The Reformation in Sixteenth-Century Caernarvonshire, p 52). 

1551 Bishop Bulkeley  issued articles of enquiry which demanded whether by preaching, writing, word or deed any clerics maintained the usurped power of the bishop of Rome, whether there was an English Bible and a copy of the Paraphrases of Erasmus in each church, whether any prayed on beads, or had masses said contrary to the form and order of the Prayer Book, and whether there were any images, tabernacles, shrines or feigned miracles in their churches. (D Walker, ed., 1990, A History of the Church in Wales, p 68) 

He was kinsman to Sir Richard Bulkeley. After his death the see remained vacant for two years. (Browne Willis, Survey of the Cathedral Church of Bangor, 1721, p 104)

1551 Jan 8 : Agnes verch y prior is one of those against whom a writ of venire facias was issued. She is also amongst an undated list of names, some of whom come from Bethkelert. Maybe she was another child of the prior of Bethgelert, who was married. The only other prior was at Penmon.

(Cal of Caernarvon Quarter Sessions, 1541- 1558, p 70 no 85 & p104 no 192)

pre 1552: Bethkellarth: a house of Religion. (Leyland's Itinerary in Wales part VI p81)

1552: Bishop Bulkeley died; the see remained vacant for three years.

1553 July 6: King Edward VII died at Greenwich.

1553-1558 Queen Mary succeeded. Queen Mary, a  bigoted and intolerant Catholic, yet a religious woman, attempted to restore Catholicism and the authority of the pope to Britain. About 200 people were burnt at the stake including Cranmer, Latimer and Ridley.

In the Marian period 16 married clergy in the Diocese of Bangor were deprived of the livings;  four ousted clergy seemed to have regained their position, including those at Abererch and Llanfrothen. This may have occurred during the bishoprick of the tolerant Rowland Meyrick (1559-1565) (A I Pryce, 1923, Diocese of Bangor During the Sixteenth Century p xx, xxiv)

Queen Mary was a strong Roman Catholic. Married priests were forbidden to say mass or minister.  In general, restoration of Catholicism seems to have been accomplished smoothly enough among the laity. (Glanmor Williams, The Reformation in sixteenth century Caernarvonshire, TCHS 1966 p 53-59) 

1554 April : If married clergy agreed to part from his wife - and most of them did - he was allowed to minister elsewhere after doing penance. … Of the humbler clergy, of whose repeated tackings before the gusts of changing winds of policy and pressure we can know nothing; nor of their parishioner’s reactions either. (Glanmor Williams, The Reformation in sixteenth century Caernarvonshire, TCHS 1966 p 58, 59)

“Under Mary, marriage, not heresy, was the main cause of trouble; under Elizabeth it was the failure to take the oath of supremacy.” (Dr Henry Gee in A I Pryce, 1939, TAAS, p52, The Reformation in the Diocese of Bangor as illustrated by the Records.)

The underlying principle that lay at the root of the Reformation was the rejection of Papal supremacy. … The home of the Tudors was situated in the heart of the diocese and in a conflict between the Tudor Sovereigns and the Papacy, patriotism would lead the Welsh to sympathise with the former. Apart from this, the spiritual appeal of the Papacy had possibly been weakened by the remembrance that only a few generations earlier the clergy and people of the diocese … had taken definite steps with Owen Glyndwr, in his rebellion and in his support of the Pope at Avignon to whom Glyndwr adhered, as against the rival Pope at Rome.  It is even possible that tradition may have handed down the remembrances of the early days of the British Church, when the church in the diocese stood apart from the Western church as centred at Rome. … A more decisive influence in reconciling the clergy and people to the Reformation movement, would be the publication of the Scriptures in Welsh, followed at a later stage by the Welsh Book of Common Prayer. (A I Pryce, 1939, TAAS, p53, The Reformation in the Diocese of Bangor as illustrated by the Records.)

1554 Sept 28 : Llanfrothen (& Beddgelert) - John ap Griffith, clericus; Patron- John Gwyn, Armiger, on the deprivation of Thomas Gr., clericus, who was married. 

(A I Pryce, 1923, The Diocese of Bangor in the 16th century, p 14)

1554 :  2 Dec. Indictment

William ap Morgan ap David of Bethkelerth, yeoman

(Humfrey ap David Lloyd, gentleman,

Gruffydd Lloyd ap Eliza, gentleman,

Hugh ap William ap Gruffydd ap Ieuan, yeoman,

Lewis ap Rhys ap Robert, yeoman)

in the church of Bethkellerth whilst the priest was celebrating mass after the reading of the Holy Gospel of God drew their swords (and daggers) and made an assault upon 

William ap Llewelyn ap William 

to the great terror of the people hearing mass and to the disturbance of the mass and of the peace. [Marginal note : irrotulatur.  Endorsement : billa versa.] 

(Cal of Caernarvon Quarter Sessions, 1541- 1558, p 134 no 42)

This unrest may have been linked to the removal of their married priest and other religious impositions.

1555-1558 (He died in May) Dr William Glyn(ne) was consecrated bishop of Bangor on 8th September 1555. He was of an Anglesey family. He championed the doctrine of transubstantiation. … He championed the Roman faith in public disputations with the leading Protestant divines, and was employed on a diplomatic mission abroad, from which he returned just before his appointment to Bangor. … The new bishop, as well as being a learned theologian and controversialist, had a strong sense of his pastoral duties, as he showed by regular meetings with his clergy twice a year for instruction and edification - just what they had lacked in the past. He was not a persecutor - there were no burnings in Bangor diocese; but then of course there were no heretics to burn, for Protestantism had not begun to take root.

(A H Dodd, 1968, A History of Caernarvonshire 1284-1900, p 50)

1555: Council of Trent: Papal power was restored; clerical celibacy was re-enforced. Nineteen of the Bangor clergy resigned or were deprived for this reason in the next fifteenth months. (A H Dodd, 1968, A History of Caernarvonshire 1284-1900, p 51)

1555
Bishop Robert Ferrar of St David’s was burnt at the stake in Carmarthen for resisting Queen Mary’s views. (D Walker, ed., 1990, A History of the Church in Wales, p 62)

1556-7 and 1557-8  Possessions of Anne of Cleves “ nup porat de Bethelkelhert in comm Flynt in Carnarvan”  (PRO SC6/Phillip ad Mary/474 in 3-4 & 4-5 Ph & M). 1557 Ann of Cleves died.





TRANSLATE

1558
Maurice Clennock, a zealous Catholic, was nominated to the see of Bangor, but Queen Mary died, and he was forced to flee to Rome.

(Browne Willis, Survey of the Cathedral Church of Bangor, 1721, p 105)

1558 Nov 17 : Queen Mary died at St James Palace.

1558
A Grammar school was founded at Bangor.

1558-1603 Queen Elizabeth - Protestant

1558/9 Apr 28:

Endorsement: An Exemplification of depositions of wytnesses exemplified at the request of Morryce Wyn esquier.





     Griffith.


Elizabeth by the grace of God Queen of England France and Ireland defender of the faith etc. To all those to whom these present letters come, Greeting:-


We have inspected a certain breviary of the Commission to our well-beloved Elis Prys, doctor of  laws, and Rice Thomas, Esquire. to examine witnesses for the preservation of testimony upon certain interogatories on the part of David ap Robert ap Griffith and Griffin ap David, son of the said David, and returned to us in our chancery and remaining among the files of our said  Chancery in these words.


Elizabeth by the grace of God Queen of England France and Ireland, defender of the faith etc. to our well-beloved Elis Prys, doctor of law, and Rice Thomas, Esquire, Greeting - Because concerning and arising upon the truth of the complaint in a certain petition before us in our Chancery by  David ap Robert ap Gryffyn ap John and Griffin ap David against William Conway and Agnes ap Hoell, widow, lately exhibited, so that we may more safely and advisedly proceed for the sake of justice in the same. we confiding fully in your fidelity and prudent circumspection do give you power and authority for summoning before you witnesses and others whom you shall consider especially to be summoned for the testifying of the truth of the premises, and them and each of them to be examined carefully concerning and upon the said complaint and to take their examinations and put in writing, having specially summoned William Conway and Agnes ap Hoell by period of fifteen days before execution [of the commission]. And so we command you that immediately on sight of these present [letters] and the tenor of the annexed petition together with certain articles to the same petition annexed which we send you enclosed in these presents and in the same matter by you more fully discerned, you cause to appear and summon the said witnesses and those others whom in the past you decide to be summoned before you at the times and places which you shall provide, and examine then and each of them of and upon the truth of the complaint and the said articles, with care and having administered them corporeal oathes, and there you take the examinations, and put them in writing. And when you shall have so taken those depositions you send to us in our said Chancery  in the octave of  Trinity term next following wherever it then shall be, enclosed under your seals, at the same place as of record to remain for preservation of testimony returning to us there and then the said complaint and articles together with this writ. 

Witness myself at Westminster 28th day of April in the first year of our reign. [1558/9]







Gr Cordell


We have inspected also the depositions of certain witnesses  sworn and examined by our said Commissioners returned by virtue of our said writ and returned to us in our said Chancery and remaining in the files of our said Chancery annexed to our said writ likewise remaining in these words :-

Deposition taken att Bethkelert in the countie of Caerervon the laste daie of Maye in the first year of the reign of Elizabeth by grace of God Queen of England France and Ireland defender of the faith etc,  before Elice Price Doctor of lawe and Rice Thomas Esquire, Commyssiones appoynted by vertue of the quenies maiesties moste honorable Commission to theym from her highnes Courte of Channcery directed ….

We have produced the tenors of the writ and aforesaid depositions at the requisition of Maurice Wynn, Esquire, exemplifying them by these presents. In witness of which we have made these our letters patent. Witness me myself at Westminster the seventeenth day of June in the year of our reign the nineteenth. [1575]

Executed for us
Mat. Carew, Hen. Barkeley - clerkes

(NLW ms Elwes 263)
[Matthew Carewe was a doctor of law - see Cal of Patent rolls, 18 Eliz part II page 35, C66/1138, ms 213, 3 Sept 1575]





1559
A Commission of royal visitors which travelled around the Welsh dioceses to ensure implementation of the Act of Uniformity using the revised Prayer Book, and to examine the state of the church, included three future Welsh bishops - Richard Davies, of St Asaph, Thomas Young, of St David’s and Rowland Meyrick, of Bangor. 

(D Walker, ed., 1990, A History of the Church in Wales, p 67)

1559-1565/6
Rowland Meyrick, of Bodorgan, Anglesey, bishop of Bangor. He was prominent in the ranks of the reformers. He had been chancellor of St David’s under Edward VI. His appointment marks the real beginning of the Reformation in Caernarvonshire. … A substantial rise in the number of ordinations … seem to indicate a readiness among the educated class from whom the clergy were drawn to accept the Elizabethan order.

(A H Dodd, 1968, A History of Caernarvonshire 1284-1900, p 52,53)

An early report noted that he only two licensed preachers among his clergy, although he hopefully added a list of thirty names of “such as be able to preach and may do well”. … He reported the widespread survival in Wales of traditional medieval religious practices among the people. (Glanmor Williams, The Reformation in sixteenth century Caernarvonshire, TCHS 1966 p 62)

1559 Sept 29: re the priory of Bethkelert lands - in the Bachysaint estate papers:

1. David ap Robert ap Gruffith ap John of Merthir, Gent., & Gruffith ap David ap Robert, his son & heir.

2. Owen ap John Owen of Pennant and Annes verch Owen, his daughter.

Marriage settlement in consideration of a marriage to be solemnized between Griffith ap David ap Robert and Annes verch Owen, & 80 oxen, kine, bullocks & heifers, & 80 sheep, and such clothing & bedding as Annes verch Madock, mother of Annes verch Owen, shall deem appropriate, touching all manors, mills, tenements, etc held by the parties in 1. above in townships Merthir, Pennant, Cruketh, Pullehely, Abererch or elsewhere in co Caerns, and covenanting 20 nobles p.a. for 16 years out of the farm of the Priory of Bethkelert, after which time G ap D ap R shall receive tenement and lands called Havod y maydd, township Pennant, he also to be granted leases for 16 years on tenement and lands called Comcloch, township Pennant on payment of rent to the Chief Lord; and for 40 years on tenement and lands called Munydd y Deneved, township Merthir, at an annual rent of 13/4d. (GAS Tanybwlch Z/DV ms 133a) 


1559 Sept 29: 1. Owen ap John Owen of Pennant, Gent.,

2. David ap Robert ap Gruffith ap John of Merthir, Gent., & Gruffith ap David ap Robert, his son & heir.

Bond in the sum of £200 for the Performance of Covenant contained in Indenture of Marriage of equal date. (GAS Tanybwlch Z/DV ms 133b) 


On 20th February 1560 -1 a lease for 21 years of the house and site of Bethkilhert priory was made to John Tamworth, groom of the privy chamber at a yearly rent of £42. (Close Rolls, 3 Eliz)

1561 vi) by patent, 20 Feb., 3 Eliz., : Lease for 21 years, for a fine of 100 marks paid at the Exchequer to John Tamworthe, a groom of the privy chamber, of the house and site of Bethkilhart priory, co Carnarvon, once belonging to the monastery of Byssam alias Bustelesham, co Berks., and afterwards granted to Anne of Cleves for life, and all the possessions of the priory now or late in the tenure of John Gough in the counties of Carnarvon and Anglesey or elsewhere in North Wales; with reservations; from Michaelmas next, yearly rent £42. By P.S. (Cal of Patent Rolls, 3 Eliz, Part XIII page 213) 
1561 A Diocesan Return to the Archbishop of Canterbury fails to make any reference to the numerous parishes appropriated in pre Reformation times to monasteries where a vicar had not been provided, and there can be little doubt that these parishes must have suffered seriously from neglect at this time, as they had lost the help previously given by the monasteries without securing any compensating advantages. 

(A I Pryce, 1923, Diocese of Bangor During the Sixteenth Century, p xxvi) 

1561- Bishop Merick's Return of his Diocese to the Archbishop of Canterbury:

28 names including:

D. Lewis ap Jenns, Priest. Vicar of Llannidan, resident.

D. John Roberts, Prieste, Parson of Abereche, student in Cambridge;

D. Hugh ap David the elder, Prieste, Vicar of Abereche, resident, & kepeth house. Named as one "as be able to preche and may do goode"

D. William Aprynault, Priest, Vicar of Llanvair-Issgaer, resident.

D. Thomas Griffith, Priest, Parson of Llanfrothen, resident at Ruthyn, where he is Commissionarye. Named as one "as be able to preche and may do goode"

(Browne Willis, 1821, Survey of the Cathedral Church of Bangor p 264-9)

1561: A third of the parish priests in Caernarvonshire were non-resident. …The survival of pre-Reformation practices - vigils, pilgrimages, telling of beads, resort to shrines, sacred wells, relics and images - which forms the burden of so many episcopal returns, does not of necessity argue devotion to the papacy any more than attendance at Elizabethan Church services was a guarantee of commitment to what they stood for. Much of it was a matter of sheer peasant conservatism, rooted rather in the round of nature than any theological conviction.

(A H Dodd, 1968, A History of Caernarvonshire 1284-1900, p 53)

1563 An Act of parliament was passed laying down that the four Welsh bishops and the bishop of Hereford were to ensure that the Welsh scriptures and a Welsh Prayer Book were available within three years. This was partially completed by William Salesbury and friends, but in a Latinised Welsh. 

(D Walker, ed.,1990, A History of the Church in Wales, p 66)

"The nave, not the local inn, particularly but not exclusively in rural areas, was the true centre of the parish and all important matters took place in it. ... Anything and everything connected with the local community once took place in the nave of the church. The nave belonged particularly to the people ... for ordinary affairs of  parish or civil life. The nave of the church was the "village hall" for most communal purposes ... There was no other place of sufficient size where people could or would wish to gather together". (P Cowley, The Church House: Their Religious and Social Significance, 1970 Pub. Faculty of Theology of Birmingham University) 

There is no evidence whether this was the case in Snowdonia.

Churchyards in Wales were used for buying and selling wares, and business was transacted in church porches; parishioners in Caernarvonshire indulged in all sorts of games in the churchyard including wrestling, football, throwing quoits and blind man's bluff. Once these were forbidden from using the churchyard, porch and nave for social purposes a nearby house was built or used. In Wales this may have given rise to the Ty'nllan, Tyddyn llan or Ty tan y Fynwent acting as the church house.

(Snowdonia : Gwynfryn Richards, Ecclesiological Reflections, TCHS, 1979 p 66-8)

1566-1585
Nicholas Robinson was consecrated bishop of Bangor in October 1566. A Cambridge man, he came from an old Conway family. He had taken the Protestant line under Edward VI. He came to Bangor diocese in 1562 as archdeacon of Merioneth, with a reputation of a powerful preacher and a zealous Protestant. (A H Dodd, 1968, A History of Caernarvonshire 1284-1900, p 55)

1567
Bishop Robinson described how “ ignorance continueth , many in the dregs of superstition” and comments sharply on the “images and altars standing in the churches undefaced, lewd and indecent vigils and watches observed, much pilgrimage going, many candles set up to the honour of the saints, some relics yet carried about, and all the country full of beads and knots”.  (Glanmor Williams, The Reformation in sixteenth century Caernarvonshire, TCHS 1966 p 62) 

He noted the reluctance of the gentry to show any enthusiasm for the Reformation.; the indifferent calibre of his clergy … although there was a dramatic improvement in the quality of the clergy during the Elizabethan period; the absence of effective means for instructing the people in the vernacular. (Glanmor Williams, The Reformation in sixteenth century Caernarvonshire, TCHS 1966 p 67- 70) 

1569 June 19 Indictment against 

Lewis ap Robert ap Gruff' formerly of Bethkelert, curate of the parish of Bethkelert, Jevan ap Robert ap Gruff', and William ap Gruff' ap Meredydd, church wardens of the same parish, who did not elect named officials to collect alms from the populace of the parish for the relief of paupers contrary to a statute of 5 Elizabeth [1563]

Footnote: Fined.
Endorsed: Billa Vera.   Latin; incomplete. (GAS XQS 1569.5)

The Parish church alleviated the distress of the sick & aged; a parish constable, overseers of the poor, and two church wardens were elected annually at meeting of the Easter Vestry. Two synodsmen (sidesmen) reported on the priest. There was an annual archdeacon’s inspection. The church acted as an agent of central government, for example, the church wardens were to make money payments for the killing of vermin. 

The Chancel was the only part consecrated and was looked after by the church authorities. The maintenance of the rest of the church was the responsibility of the parish. By 1603 parliament forbade the holding of ‘church ales’ (to raise money) in the church or churchyard.

(D Gregory, c1989, Yesterday in Village Church and Churchyard, p 12-16)

The Medieval church was both a focus for the parish and a meeting place. Being one of the largest buildings in the village it was the obvious venue to discuss local business and to meet people. In addition, the church had to act as a go-between central government and the population by ensuring that Parliamentary acts were upheld locally. The responsibilities for this fell on the shoulders of the parish priests and, more often, their elected deputies.

At the annual meeting of the Easter vestry, the parish members elected their churchwardens, constables or overseers of the poor and two synods men for the forthcoming year. The two church wardens were responsible for the corporate life of the parish and so wielded much power. Their wide range of duties included provision of relief for the poor and needy, upholding law and order, organising public amusement, maintaining public buildings, and keeping an account of parish finances.

One of their main tasks was to raise and spend money in a period when there were no parish rates to pay for the upkeep of the parish. A common method of raising funds for the preservation of the church building was told hold a church ale. This was an event held at different times of the year in the unconverted north side of the churchyard. The most popular ale was held at Whitsun, probably because of the better weather then. The ale was made locally and participants paid an entrance charge at levels depending on their individual or family status. Tables and booths were laid out, and eating and drinking were usually followed by dancing, music, games and other merriment. … In 1617 James I’s “Book of Sports” thought the Whitsun ales allowable on Sundays, providing they did not clash with any church services. Despite Church opposition the custom did not disappear until the nineteenth century. 

Another festival celebrated throughout the church was the Patronal Feast. Every year, the church commemorated the saint to whom it was dedicated.  … In many places the feasts deteriorated into bawdy drunken merrymaking and in time became known as Parish Wakes instead. This custom also died out in the nineteenth century. 

(K Robinson, 1998, A History of  St Michaels Church, Ffestiniog, p 22-23)

In 1573 the lands of the priory were sold by the Crown (Elizabeth I ) to Lord Cheney; 

The annual value of those in Anglesey being given as £2 2s 9d and in Caernarfon shire £8 12s 4d, the tenure to be in socage. 

On 18 April the Inquisition for the lands in Caernarvonshire was taken before Robert Turbridge at Caernarvon and the names of tenants and annual rents were as follows:

TUTHIN Y LLAN or Y PRIORDIE in Pennant- Kadwalador Gruff ap Robert-7s 8d

HAVOD RUFFIDD in Pennant & Cader yr ychen in Pennarth - Ludovicus ap Mores Gethin and Gwervil vz Gruff - 53s. 4d.

MELLIONEN in Pennant 
- Owen Wynne, armiger - 40s.

COMCLOCH in Pennant 
- Davith ap Robert - 33s. 4d. 

MAES Y LLECH in Pennant 
- Morcus ap Elissa, armiger - 3s 4d

BRAICH Y BEB in Pennant 
- Ricardus ap Elissa - 6s 8d

Unnamed tenement in LLECHEIDIOR - Robert ap Res ap Ieaun ap Hoell and Ricardus ap Hoell ap Res and others - 18s

unnamed tenement in DOLWYDDELAN - Moricus Wynne, armiger - 5s

TITHIN Y MEIRCH in Abererch - Margaret Conway, widow and Rowland Byby her undertenant - 5s 4d

Two acres in LLANFAIR 
- Mauricus Wynne, armiger - 8d

(PRO Court of Exchequer, 318/2310) (C A Gresham, Eifionydd, 1973, p 69)

For Anglesey see Exchequer Augmentation Office; PRO E 318/2310. Particulars of grants of Crown lands; five tenements. NOT SEEN

1575 Jan 29. Grant in fee simple to John Dudley and John Ayscough of the reversions and rents of the lands etc comprised in leases as follows:

vi) By patent,  20 Feb 3 Eliz (1561): to John Tamworthe, of the house and site of Bethkelhart priory, co Carnarvon, formerly of the monastery of Bisham alias Buselesham, co Berks., and afterwards granted to Anne of Cleves, (with all  possessions of the priory then or late in the tenure of John Gough in the counties of Carnarvon and Anglesey or elsewhere in North Wales) for 21 years  from Michaelmas then last at a yearly rent of £42 (for all the premises) 

(Cal of Patent Rolls Eliz Part V C 66/1127, page 448 vi)

1575 page 449  Also grant of ……

6) lands (named with tenants’ names) in Tree Yr Beirthe, co Anglesey, formerly of the monastery of Bysham alias Bustlesham and afterwards granted to Anne of Cleve; 

7) the house and site of Bethkelert priory and lands (named with tenants names) in Pennaunte, Pennarthe, Llechidiour, Deleweddelan, Aberche and Llanvaier, co Carnarvon, all late of the said priory, and yearly rents of 42s 9d and £8 12s 4d, parcel of the rent of £42 specified in vi) above.

In consideration of divers lands in the Isle of Sheppey co Kent, bargained and sold to 

the Crown by Henry Cheyne, knight, Lord Cheyne, and at his request. By Q.

(Cal of Patent Rolls Eliz Part V C 66/1127, page 449, 450)

On 16 February 1575 the bargain and sale enrolled is recorded between 

1. John Duddeley and John Ayscough, esqs. and 

2. John Salesburye of Ruyge esq. and Henry Dynne of Heydon, co Norfolk, gent.  Bargain and Sale enrolled of messuages and tenements called 


Tythen Ath-, Tythin y Prior, Tythin Yskibor, Tythin Jevan Gethin, Tythin Gov-, Tirr Jevan Duy, Tirr Meredydd ap Jevan ap Atha, Terr Kyner ap Jevan Gathara, Terr Llewke verch David ap Plethin, Terr Llinowe, Terr Nest verch Tegwared, Terr Marche Wylym, Y Botraws, Terr Gladys verch Jevan ap David, Terr Eva verch Jevan ap David and Terr Meredydd ap Hoell ap Jevan, ?all t'ship treeyrbeirth , co Anglesey;


Capital messuage, formerly of Priory of Bethkelert, messuage or t'ments called 
Tuthin y Llon, alias Y Priordye and Meillionen, t'ments called Comcloche and Maies y llecha and t’ment called Braycha y beb, all in township Pennant, co Carnarvon.


Messuage or t’ments in occ of Morrice Wynne, Esq, in t'ship Dolwyddelan;     

   
Messuage or t’ments called Tythyn y wenith t'ship Aberche; 


Two parcels of land in Llanfair (county not stated) area about 2 acres;


And rents of 42/9d pa and £8-12-4d p.a.;    


T’ments called Maes Arge, Tythin y R-, and Tythen Jevan ap Atha, all t’ship Treeyrbeirth;


T’ments called Havod Ruffidd and Cader yr Ychen, in t'ships Pennant & Pennarth co Carnarvon;


Messuages or t’ments called Kaer yr bedo alias Kay yr Bedy, Llaneltid and Tythin yarth Bledin alias Garth ---, all t’ship Llaneltid;


Part of t’ment called Keven Cryan, t’ship Dolgelley;


Messuage & t’ment called Eskernira Cwmkelly, t’ship Cwmcadian, cos Merioneth & Montgomery;


And messuage or t’ment called Kevannethva ---, t’ship Redcrewe.

Latin. Decayed. (GAS, XD/2 Newborough [Glynllifon] ms 1337;  NLW Rug 612 )


On 16 February 1575 1. John Duddeley and John Ayscough, esqs. and 

2. John Salesburye of Ruyge esq. and Henry Dynne of Heydon, co Norfolk, gent.  

Grant of the reversion of lands in Treeyrbeirth, co Anglesey, the township of Pennant and Pennarth, and Aberche, co Carnarvon, Llaneltid, co Merioneth and the township of Cwmcadian co Merioneth & Montgomery. Latin. Mutilated.

(NLW, Rug Schedule, p 48, ms?)

1575 July 18: 1. John Salsburie of Rug, co Merioneth, esq.,

2. Roland Meredydd of Bodowyr, co Anglesey

Indenture of Agreement for the payment of the sum of £23 6s 8d to be paid in instalments by Roland Meredydd at the house of William Merton in town Dynbych, while John Salsburie and Henry Dynne Esq., shall convey two tenements called TYTHYN ADDA ap DAVID and TYTHYN y PRIOR in the township of Tre’r beirdd [pa Llanidan] in the commote of Menai, co Anglesey, belonging to the late dissolved priory of Bethkelerte.

(NLW, Rug schedule, p 49, ms 419; GAS XD/2 Newborough [Glynllifon] ms532)

1575 July 18: 1. Roland Meredydd of Bodowyr, co Anglesey

2. John Salsburie of Rug, co Merioneth, esq.,

Bond to the sum of £40 for the performances of covenants contained in Indentures of equal date. (NLW, Rug schedule, p 49, ms 894; GAS Newborough [Glynllifon] ms 533)

1577 June 17 :  Exemplication of deposition of witnesses taken at Bethkelert co C on 31 May 1559 before Elice Price & Rice Thomas, Commissioners, in a case in the high court of Chancery between 

David ap Robert ap Griffith, & Griffith ap David his son, and 

William Conway & Agnes ap Hoell, widow.

Witnesses are Elice Moris of Penmorfa, co C, esq,

Thomas Bowlde of Llangynwen, co A, gent,

John ap Robert of Penmorfa, clerk. &

Meredydd ap Robert ap Iean (sic) ap Gr. ap Rice of Llanfihangell y Penull, co C.

Depositions relate to the Priory of Bethkelert and leases.

Endorsed: Exemplification of depositions of wytnesses exemplifyed at the request of Morryce Wynn, Esq,  (NLW Elwes ms 263)


A Summary of the four depositions taken at Beddgelert on 31 May 1559 are recorded in the pre dissolution section, on page 68 in Bchurch 2a. 

1577 Sept 2 : Robert Dudley, Earl of Leicester sued out another Commission of Inquiry re the Forest of Snowdon - directed twelve men, one of whom was Henry Dynne. They sat in Conway. [The Earl of Leicester  died in 1588.]

(E G Jones thesis, Caernarvonshire Squires 1558-1625 p 243)

1577 John Tamworth’s lease of the rectories had come into the hands of Owen ap Robert, who surrendered it for a new lease of 21 years. (Patent Rolls, 20 Eliz; C A Gresham, 1973, Eifionydd, p 68)

PRO. Augmentation Office. Particulars for Leases Vol IV Wales. Class E 310 Vol 4. IND:1. 16987.

?date:
Anglesey:

Berkellett - Chantry lands there. 1.20. Owen ap Owen ap Robert 

(CHECK)
Llevon
       Divers premises. Owen ap Robert Owen 1.20.

Maltraith    Divers premises. Owen ap Robert Owen 1.20.

(A Calendar of the Rolls of Particulars for Leases in the Reign of Queen Elizabeth and King James 1. p 1315 - Anglesey)

p1355 Carnarvonshire: 

Berkelles als. Berkeley - 

Parcels : Chantry lands there; Lessees: Owen ap Robert Owen.

Class E310 / 34 / 210.

ROLL: 1 - Files of Particulars for leases (Counties)

Folio: 34 - No of document in file

(Transcript of lease - no reference)

p1473 Mixed Counties  ( Elizabeth )
Bethekilhert, Carnarvonshire. Parcels - The Priory. Lessees ; -------. Roll 8; Folio 35; Class E310 /39 /251.





GET DETAILS

1577 Dec 20. Lessee, Owen ap Robert Owen (Late priory of Berkellet otherwise Berkellerte, late Abbey of Bisham, co Berks, after parcel of possession of Lady Anne of Cleves for life) various spiritualities, namely the rectories of Berthkellert, Llanviangell y Pennant, Llanvair Isgair and Bettws, rectory of Aberch with chapel at Kynvill (Penrhos), and chapel of Doleweddelan. £9 7s 8d. 

Rent £37 4s 11d. Fine 2 years’ rent. 21 years. 

Note that the Priory of Berkellert whereof premises were parcel, was granted to John Tamworth esq., l.p. 20 Feb 3 Eliz 21 years. £42 p.a, whereof there is purchased of late  £10 15s 10d p.a., remaining £31 4s 11d. (Records of Court of Augmentations relating to Wales & Monmouthshire. Lewis & Conway Davies 1954 p 289)

(1577 Dec 20: Lessee Owen ap Robert Owen

Rectories of Llanydan, Llanedwyn, Llanthenyell val, Llanfayer y commot (late Priory of Berkelet otherwise Berkellert). £21 17s 3d. Rent £21 17s 3d. Fine 2 years’ rent. 21 years. (See Caernarfon)

 (Records of Court of Augmentations relating to Wales & Monmouthshire. Lewis & Conway Davies 1954, Anglesey p190) 

1577 see Llanfihangell y Pennant   (Records of Court of Augmentations relating to Wales & Monmouthshire. Lewis & Conway Davies 1954, p 62)

1578 April 17:  Lease for 21 years to Owen ap Roberte Owen [of Llaneugrad, county Anglesey] of (1) all the spiritualities late belonging to Berkellet alias Berkellert priory in the county of Carnarvon and the rectory of Berthkellert, the rectory of Llanviagell y Penaunt, the rectory of Llanvar Isgair and Bettus, the rectory of Aberch, the chapel of Kynvill (Penrhos)  and the chapel of Doloweddelan, co Carnarvon, and 

(2) the rectory of Llanydan, the rectory of Lloinedwyn, the rectory of Llaneniell Vab and the rectory of Llanvayer y Comot, co Anglesey, all late of the said priory of Berkellet, once belonging to the monastery of Bysham alias Bustlesham, co. Berks, and afterwards granted to Anne of Cleves for life; with reservations; from Michaelmas last; yearly rents (1) £9 7s 8d and (2) £21 17s 3d. In consideration of the surrender by the said Owen in respect of the premises of a patent, 20 Feb., 3 Eliz., leasing to John Tamworth the house and site of Bethkilhart priory and all lands then or late in the tenure of John Gough in the counties of Carnarvon and Anglesey or elsewhere in North Wales once of the said priory for 21 years from Michaelmas then next at a yearly rent of £42; and for a fine of £62 9s 10d paid at the Exchequer.

By p.s. (Cal of Patent Rolls 1577-78, C66/1167, ms 2878, page 434)

Owen ap Robert ap Owen, of Parciau, Llaneugrad (whose will was proved Dec 5, 1608) married three times. His first wife was Elin, daughter of John ap Rhys ap Ieuan ap Llewelyn ap Dafydd Goch, of Trefeilir, (Griffith’s Pedigrees p1) and they had five children. One of these, Catherine, was the first wife of Thomas ap Hugh Gwyn of Bodfel (Hugh Gwyn Bodfel’s will was proved P.C.C. Jan 28, 1611). (Griffith’s Pedigrees p171). 

Catherine was co-heiress of Owen ap Robert, who was  the sixth son of Owen ap Meyrick of Bodeon and Bodsilin. Thomas Bodfel was High Sheriff of Caernarnonshire in 1609, and their first son was Sir John Bodfel, Knt. of Bodfel, High Sheriff of Anglesey in 1610, High Sheriff of Caernarvonshire in 1622, and died in 1631. 

In 1612 John Bodfel was successful at court in retaining as part of Catherine’s marriage settlement, the inheritance of the rectories of Berthkellert, Llanviangell y Pennant, Llanvair Isgair and Bettws, rectory of Aberch with chapel at Kynvill (Penrhos), and chapel of Doleweddelan. (Exchequer Proceedings concerning Wales; James 1; 144/72/9; Anglesey p 13)

1578/9 Feb 17 Will of Gwerfyl verch Ryffith ... to be buried in the parish church or churchyard of Bethkelert. Witnesses include: Hugh ap Rees, curate of Bethkelert. (NLW Dolfriog ms 200)

In 1581/2 a grant was made to Edward Downing and Peter Ashton including all the rectories and churches of Bethkellert. (Patent Rolls, 20 Eliz) [They were also granted the priory's lands/churches in Anglesey - Parry, 1848, Cambrian Mirror p 193]   

1582 Jan 25: Grant in fee simple to Edmund Downynge and Peter Ashton of the following lands, rents and tithes (tenants named), yearly values as specified: ………

The rectory and advowson of Penmon, Anglesey, late of Penmon priory (32s 4d);

The rectories of, and tithes in, Beddgelert, Llanfihangell y pennant, Llanvairisgaer, Bettws and Abererch, the chapels of, and tithes in, Cynvil (Penrhos) and Dolwyddelan, Caernarvonshire, the rectories of, and tithes in, Llanidan, Llanedwen, Llanddaniel Fab and Llanfair y Cwmwd, Anglesey, and the advowsons of Beddgelert, Abererch and Llanidan, all late of  Bisham monastery, Berkshire. (£31 4s 11d).

[and many more]

The grantees are charged with the following yearly payments:

… 40s as stipend for a curate in Penmon, 20s to the bishop of Bangor and 8s 4d to the archdeacon of Anglesey for synodals and procurations, etc etc

In consideration of the surrender of certain rectories and tithes of the yearly value of £58 4s 3d., granted to Downynge and Ashton, by patent, 27 Oct last. (See 23 above). By P.S. (Cal Patent Rolls Eliz 1 vol X, page 250-1;ms 1876, C66/1219. 24 Eliz 1.

1582: Bishop Robinson was no doubt over-optimistic when he boasted that there were not more than half a dozen recusants in his diocese, and the sheriff’s nil return in 1583 does not inspire confidence when we recall that the sheriff was John Griffith of Cefnamwlch, himself one of the suspected recusants of Lleyn five years earlier. … The survival of resistance in Lleyn depended henceforth on men and women lower in the social scale, unable to provide the necessary support and shelter for priests, and without this the movement was doomed.  …Bishop Robinson’s work during his eighteen years episcopate had perforce been largely negative in character - the rooting out of popish practices.

(A H Dodd, 1968, A History of Caernarvonshire 1284 - 1900, p 58, 59, 62)

1582 
Bishop Robinson wrote “I am termed  by letters from my countrymen across the seas a persecutor; for that of long time I have laid wait for their massing priests and such as hear them”. (Glanmor Williams, The Reformation in sixteenth century Caernarvonshire, TCHS 1966 p 64)

1586-1595
Hugh Bellot was bishop of Bangor.



Morus Jones, Craflwyn, Beddgelert was his land steward.

Bishops Hugh Bellot and Richard Vaughan (1596-1597), whose episcopates jointly covered the same period of time (as bishop Robinson’s), were able to devote themselves to the more positive task of building up an educated and devoted ministry in the diocese. Many of the clergy they placed in Bangor livings were to make distinguished contributions to English, Latin and Welsh scholarship, to theology and literature; they included Edmund Prys, the author of the Welsh metrical Psalms, some of which are still sung, and Richard Parry, editor of the revised Welsh Bible of 1620.

(A H Dodd, 1968, A History of Caernarvonshire 1284 - 1900, p 62 63)

Hugh Bellot was translated to Chester in 1595 where he died in 1596 aged 54.

(Browne Willis, Survey of the Cathedral Church of Bangor, 1721, p 108)

1588 Bishop William Morgan's Welsh Bible was printed.

1591 May 3 John Meredith, clerk, B.A. was installed at Llanfrothen (including Beddgelert) Patron: John Gwynn of Gwyder, Arm. 

The vacancy was due to the death of Thomas Gruffith. This was probably the same Thomas Gruffith appointed in 1544 & deprived in 1554.]

The Bishop of Bangor was Hugh Bellot (30 Jan 1585 - Sept 1595 to Chester)

(A I Pryce, 1923, The Diocese of Bangor in the 16th century, p 27)

1593
John Penry was executed. He believed that the Queen and her advisors had “abandoned the Gospel” in formulating their religious policy. It is still uncertain what share he had in written attacks on the episcopacy. 

(D Walker, ed., 1990, A History of the Church of Wales, p 71)

1596-1597
Richard Vaughan was bishop of Bangor

Richard Vaughan was born at Nyffryn, Carnarvonshire and educated at St John’s College, Cambridge. He was translated to Chester and thence to London.

(Browne Willis, Survey of the Cathedral Church of Bangor, 1721, p 108)

1598-1616
Henry Rowlands, bishop of Bangor.

He received his definite Protestant convictions at Oxford and was a man of simple piety and warm charity. His episcopate was marked by a further raising of the standard of the clergy, frequent ordinations and work on the cathedral roof. … There were clashes at both diocesan and parochial level regarding the perpetuation of such abuses as pluralism and non-residence. … Visitations by Rowlands were rigorously carried out. (A H Dodd, 1968, A History of Caernarvonshire 1284 - 1900, p 85,86)

1598: full copies of the parish registers of christenings, weddings and burials, known as the Bishop’s Transcripts, had to be sent every year to the Bishop. The registers had been ordered in 1538 by Thomas Cromwell, but were not undertaken in many places.

1602 Aug 6 : Probate of the 1601/2 Feb 24 will of William ap Hugh Lewys : ... bequeathed to the church of Bethkellart, 2s 6d.  Original will written by John Meredith, parson of Llanvrothen. (NLW Dolfriog ms 38)

1603 March 24 : Queen Elizabeth died at Richmond.

1603 - 1625 : 
    King James 1

1602: Owen, in his Account of Wales, mentions Bodkeln (Beddgelert) priory in Carnarvonshire. (T Elias, 1897, The History and Associations of the Abbeys and Convents of the Vale of Conway and District, p34)

1603
Local justices were on the alert and the chances that catholic families might practise their faith discretely were diminishing. In 1603 there were only 32 recusants identified in Bangor; there were 145 in St David’s. St Asaph had 250 and Llandaff had the highest figure of 381. (D Walker, ed., 1990, A History of the Church In Wales, p 70)

1603 July 11: A Decree of the Council of the Marches of Wales arising from a petition against equality in the assessment of taxes in the hundred of Iscornn. After examination of witnesses by the bishops of Bangor and St Asaph it was determined that the inhabitants of Bangor, Llanvaglan, Castellmai, Rhyddallt and Nanhwynen should pay one half of the taxes levied and that the rest of the inhabitants of the hundred and of the town of Carnarvon should pay the other half. (NLW, Church in Wales, B/DL/642)

1603-4 Ecclesiastical Canon : All were to celebrate and keep the Lord's Day, in hearing the Word of God read and taught. Failure to attend church was a breach of ecclesiastical law and offenders were presented before the diocesan court. 

(The Diocese of Bangor during the Rise of Welsh Methodism, NLWJ XXI p 196)

1607 Nov 18 Letter from Henry Rowlands, Bishop of Bangor to Sir John Wynne at Gwydir. The scholarship in Bangor school, founded by Sir John's father, for a boy from Berthkelerte, has long been void, because the nomination does not lie with them. Knows the churchwardens and minister of Berthkelerte will do nothing without directions from Sir John. Commends the bearer, a pretty youth, who says he was born in Berthkelerte. He is a pert youth and like to turn out well, and has a tunable voice, apt for the choir (as the vicar tells the bishop) (CWP ms 459)

“Sir the schollershipp of your fathers foundacon out of the parishe of Berthkelerte in the schoole here hath bine longe voyde, contarie to the use and meaninge of the founder and often it is so because the nominacon to the place is not with us here, which I thoughte often times to tell you of. (See Caernarvonshire Quarter Sessions Records: Petitions 1616-17: Charity Commission Reports; Endowed Charities Caerns 1897, p 75-6) I know the churchwardens and minister of Berthkelerte will doe nothinge without your direction (as becometh them) and therefore I make them not acquainted at all with it by examining of ye scholars in the schoole, and vewe of the choristers, I find this prettie youthe as he sayeth born in Berthkelerte parishe, but nether knowe his freindes nor saw him before nether was spoken unto by any for him, only because the place hath bine longe voyde and he borne ther and a pearte boy like to prove well, and hath a tunable voice for the quire (as the vicar telles me). I commende him to you for the place and to that ende gave him this my lettere to come to you for your admission wherin I thinke you shall doe verrie well, for my owne parte, I knowe none of his kine to be moved for him more than out of my devotion and care of the good government and supply of those rowmes. And so with my hartie commendacons to my good ladie and my blessinge to my godsonne I commende you to the protection of thallmightie. From Bangor the 18th of November 1607. Your verie lovinge freinde and kinsman, Henry Bangor.

(Henry Rowlands, Bishop of Bangor 1598 - 1616, Jnl of the Historic Society of the Church in Wales, Vol 26, 1979. P 51)

At the Dissolution the greater part of the Cistercian grange of Nanhwynain had come into the possession of the Wynns of Gwydir, and this gave them a say in the affairs of the parish (C A Gresham, Parish of Beddgelert, TCHS, 1969, p 24-5)

1610: The Silver Chalice and Paten is unique in English silver in that it is delicately engraved with the figures of St Mary the Virgin, St Mary Cleophas and St Mary Salome. Around the base is a Latin inscription “Domun Johannis Williams, Aurificis, Regis 1610”. [Gift of John Williams, Royal goldsmith, 1610] The Paten bears the arms of the donor, Hafod Lwyfog (crest only).Sir John was goldsmith to King James I. (J W H 1992 A Light in the West)

Sir John Williams was goldsmith under patent to King James I and he resided at Minister Court in the Isle of Thanet. (Arch. Camb., 1906, p351)

A regard for reverence and for worthy accessories in the conduct of services resulted in gifts of church plate. Twelve chalices survive from the reign of James I. (A I Pryce, 1929, Bangor through Three Centuries p xxiv)

1611 Aug 2: Grant by Henry Rowlands, Bishop of Bangor, in pursuance of a petition by William Lewis Anwyl, Esq, tutor & guardian of Maurice Williams, son & heir of William Ap Hugh Lewes, late of the parish of Bethkelert, deceased, of a vacant place below the choir or chancel of the parish church of Bethkelert for the erection of a seat. Given at Bethkelert. (NLW Dolfriog 22)

1612 : (9 Jac. I) As part of a marriage settlement between Katheren, daughter of Owen ap Robert  Owen of Llaneugrad, co Anglesey, (who would have now been 84 years old) and Thomas Bodfel, heir of Hugh Gwynne of Bodvell circa 1580, their son John Bodfel had, by Owen ap Robert, been assured the " inheritance of the rectories and parsonages impropriate of Bethkellert, Llanyhangell y Pennant, Llanvaier Ysgaer, Bettus and Abererch and chapels of Kynvile (Penrhos) and Dolewethelan". The executors of the will of Owen ap Robert Owen were plaintiffs & the Bodfels were the defendants at the Exchequer. The defendants were successful.

(Exchequer Proceedings concerning Wales; James I; 144/72/9; Anglesey p13)

[Owen ap Robert of Bodavon Esq, … now 80 years of age … in 1608 - in Exchequer Proceedings concerning Wales, James 1 Anglesey page 6; PRO Exchequer proceedings 5 Jac 1, 144/57/5]

Plts. William Owen of Bodavon & Jane his wife, executrix of the will of Owen ap Robert Owen, on behalf of the said Jane, and Ellin Owen, her daughter, an infant of 5.

Defts. Thomas, Henry & John Bodvell. (Documents R.A.A.)

BILL: The marriage of Thomas Bodevell, son of Hugh Gwynne of Bodvell, to Katheren, daughter of Owen ap Robert Owen. The indenture of 22 Eliz I that Hugh Gwynne convey all his lands to Thomas Bodvell & his heirs upon the body of Katheren, and that Owen ap Robert (Owen) demise his lands to Katheren & her heirs by Bodvell. Entry of Owen ap Robert & Hugh Gwynne into bonds of £4,000 to perform the covenant. The death of Katheren leaving as issue John Bodvell. Refusal of Hugh Gwynne to effect the agreement though Owen ap Robert had already assured to John Bodvell the “inheritance of the rectories and parsonages impropriate of Bethkellert, Llanyhangell y Pennant, Llanvaier Ysgaer, Bettus and Abererch and chapels of Kynvile (Penrhos) and Dolewethelan". The refusal of Sir Henry Bagnall, Marshall of Ireland, to bestow his daughter in marriage on John Bagnall ?? until Owen ap Robert entered into certain covenants on a bond of £5,000, Sir Henry not trusting “the accustomed loose and uncivil dealing of Hugh Gwynne”. Advance of £100 by Owen ap Robert to finance the marriage. Gwynne received £1,000 after the marriage was solemnised but failed to perform his part of the covenant and Owen ap Robert was sued by Dame Ellinor Bagnall on his bond of £5,000. Bequest by Owen ap Robert of the remainder of his estate to plt. Jane.

Multiplicity of suits by defts. V plts including one bond of £4,000 in the High Court of Pleas.

Answer: Owen ap Robert did not perform his part of the original covenant & defts. are justified in suing him on his bond of £4,000.

(Exchequer Proceedings concerning Wales; James I; 144/72/9; Anglesey p13)

1612/13 Jan 7: John Meredith of Llanvrothen, clerk. (GAS Tanybwlch Z/DV ms 109)

1613 Feb 1: … John Meredith of Llanvrothen, clerk. (GAS Tanybwlch Z/DV ms 110)

There were fewer lay impropriations and livings in patronage in Wales than in England. Owners were often absentees, and curates were abominably paid. There was an intensified approach to parish life. To the lay, possession of some patronage and some control over chapels, pews and the like, was added the ability to manage the tithe through impropriation or leasing, which greatly enhanced patronage. Their power was used for good and bad : to raise stipend, strip church of popery or to secure family interest. Power was viewed as property in economic terms. The Church lost the legal control of impropriations. (The Gentry in England and Wales 1550-1700, J Heal & C Holmes, 1994, Macmillan, p 328-30)

On 2 July 1614 a grant of the reversion of t'ments and lands  is recorded between 

1. Frances Dynne of the Inner Temple, London, gent., cousin & next heir of Henry Eynne, [Dynne] decd., late of Heyden, co Norfolk, gent. and 

2. William Salesbury of Rug, esq.    

Maes Arge, Tythin yr ?Rrun, Tythen Athe, Tythin y Prior, Tythin Yskibor, Tythin Jevan Gethin, Tythin Gorngilug-, Tythin Grono David, Tirr Jevan Day, Tirr Meredydd ap Jevan ap Atha, 

lands of Kyner ap Jevan Gathara, Lleiske verch David ap Plethin, Llinowe, Nest  Egwaret, Marche Wylym, Y Botraws, lands of Gladis verch Jevan ap David, and Eva verch Jevan ap David and Maddock ap Howell ap Jevan dae, all t'ship treyrbeyrth , co Anglesey, late parcels of the priory of Bethkellert;


The site of the capital messuage of Priory of Bethkelert, lands, t'ments etc called Tythin y Llan, alias Y Priordy, Havod Ruffidd and Cader yr Ychen,  Meillionen, Comcloche, Maes y lleche and Brayche y beb, all t'ship Pennant co Carnarvon.


Messuage or t‘ments of Maurice Wynne, Esq, in t'ship Dolewethelan;     

   
Messuage or t’ments called Tythyn y wenith, t'ship Aberche; 


Two parcels of land, area 2 acres, in Llanfair;


rents of  42/9d pa and £8-12-4d issuing therefrom;    


Messuages or t’ments called Kaer yr bedo alias Kay yr Bedy, Llaneltid, house being built upon or near the churchyard wall, Tythin yarth Blodyn alias Garth blethin, all t’ship Llaneltid;


T’ment called Keven Cryan, t’ship Dolgelley;


Messuage & t’ment called Eskerneiran and Cwmkelly, t’ship Cwmkadian, cos Merioneth & Montgomery;


And messuage or t’ment called Keyanneth, t’ship Redarewe; all lands of the late monastery of Kymmer.

(GAS Newborough Rug 1342; NLW, Rug ms 1026)

1614 July 2: 1. Frances Dynne of the Inner Temple, London, gent., cousin & next heir of Henry Eynne, [Dynne] decd., late of Heyden, co Norfolk, gent. and 

2. William Salesbury of Rug, co Merioneth, Esq., 

GRANT  Bargain & Sale enrolled of messuages and lands being in the possession of the said Henry Dynne, deceased, in counties of Anglesey, Carnarvon, Merioneth & Montgomery. Stained. (NLW, Rug schedule, p97, ms 150; GAS Newborough [Glynllifon] ms 1343)

1616
A Grammar school was founded at Botwnnog by Bishop Henry Rowlands.

1616-1631
Lewis Bayly, bishop of Bangor.

He had a reputation as a powerful preacher and an uncompromising Protestant.  His published work, The Practice of Piety, had a very wide circulation and remained a  standard devotional book among English and Welsh readers. … He attempted to recover some of the alienated church property - this led to a long and bitter conflict with Sir John Wynn of Gwydir. Later the bishop shifted his ground & supported the Gwydir faction in the election of 1620 … against the family of his dean, Griffith of Cefmamwlch. This hampered him in the administration of the diocese. … His unguarded tongue and sometime misplaced humour had gained him many enemies. … Despite these distractions he … made regular visitations, resisting attempts of lay patrons to present unsuitable candidates to livings, making proper provision for sermons and catechising … he also showed zeal for education 

(A H Dodd, 1968, A History of Caernarfonshire, 1284-1900, p 87-89)

1618/9 March 8 : Warrant of the Court of Great Sessions, co Merioneth,  - to examine why a sum of £20 was not levied towards the repair of the highway leading from the parish church of Bethgelert to the bridge of Aberglaslyn called Y Benllech and Gymwynas and along over Y Morfa Glas to Traeth Mawr, and also from the said bridge of Aberglaslyn to Bwlch Grayanog. 

(NLW Brogyntyn Deeds Vol III ms 2844 page 35)

1619 Burial of Annes, heiress of Craflwyn; wife of Moris Jones & mother of Humffrey Jones at Beddgelert  (Englyn by Sion Phylip in NLW Brogyntyn Ms; See E D Jones, The Brogyntyn Welsh Manuscript, NLWJ, 1949-50, p 17-19, 38)

1623 May 2: Letter from Lewes Bayly, Bishop of Bangor to Sir John Wynn at Gwydir. References to problems with a clergyman, possibly at Beddgelert. Difficulty in finding a suitable curate; Sir John Bodfel had been high-handed over the matter.

''The Bishop sent a young man, recommended by Archdeacon Price, to fill the cure; & wrote to Sir John Bodvel that, if he were not pleased with him, he should only tarry there till Easter, or until the Visitation (for confirmation), and that he should place there any honest and sufficient curate that pleased him. ... Sir John Bodvel's great peremptoriness in so small a matter showed more stoutness than wisdom. When the Bishop meets Sir John (Wynn) next week he will be able to give good satisfaction why he would not condescend to place 'that lewd Prichard' at Bethkelert. It would not have been to Sir John Bodvel's credit or the Bishop's. Though Bodvel has the nomination he may not place a curate without the diocesan's leave and approbation.'' (CWP ms 1094)

1623 May 4: Letter from Lord Keeper at Westminster College to Lewes Bayley, Bishop of Bangor & 4 others: re lamentable account of poor clergy ... If Sir John Bodvel [Sheriff of Caernarvonshire] has behaved so towards churchmen he is unfit to serve the King in any office, more especially as Justice of the Peace. The Lord Keeper therefore believes other accusations against Bodvel which the Bishop has hitherto refused to listen to for the sake of  Bodvel's father-in-law, Sir John Wynn. ...

(Cal of Wynn Papers, ms 1094A)

1623
A Breviat of all the Presentments against the Clergy of the diocese of Bangor in the visitation of the Revd Father in God Lord Bishop (Bayly) of Bangor held in June 1623.

Anglesey: Llanedan. No service on Wednesday and Friday but only in Lent time. Sir Wm Jones Curate.

Carnarvon. (Beddgelert not listed) Dolwythelan. No sermons. The same is an impropriation belonging to Sir John Bodvell. 

(See Arch Camb 1863, p 283; A I Pryce, 1929, Bangor through Three Centuries p xvi)

It was a period of transition and growth of importance of sermons in the religious activity of clergy and congregation.

Sermons were lacking at Dolwyddelan (population ca 400) & two other parishes which have been appropriated to monasteries in pre Reformation days, with the result that the endowments had on the dissolution, been alienated. 

(A I Pryce, 1929, Bangor through Three Centuries p xvii)

Testators made bequests for repair of churches in seventeenth century. There had been extensive improvements and restorations in the earl Tudor days, so little was required in the seventeenth century. The population was increasing at a slow rate, if at all, so accommodation was adequate. (A I Pryce, 1929, Bangor through Three Centuries p xix)

1625 King Charles1 ( – 1649 execution)

pre 1627 : Letter from Sir John Wynn to Sir John Bodvel.

The parishioners of Bethkelert find great fault with their curate John Pryse, who does not reside among them, but at his own house at Penrhyn, (near Bangor) and comes sometimes too early and sometimes too late. He neglects to administer Communion to the sick , and is a great company keeper. Recommends one Richard Jeffreys, a B.A. of two year's standing, born in Llanddyniolen, a kinsman to Ellice Lloyd, Sir John's ancient servant. Has persuaded Jeffreys to take the cure of Bethkelert and promised him four marks for taking service in his chapel there. 
(probably Hen Capel in Nanhwynain)   

(NLW, CWP ms 1483)

1627 Death of Sir John Wynn of Gwydir.

1630 June 19 (NLW Dolfriog 25) Humffrey Jones from Penrhyn (near Bangor) to his cousin Mr Richard Gruffith  (? of Sygun) at Bethkellert, and in his absence to his cousin Mr Maurice Williams (? of Hafodgaregog):

'He has procured this enclosed commission or licence from his Lordship of Bangor (Bishop Lewis Bayley) under his hand and episcopal seal to authorise the writer, the recipient and 'my' cousins Moris Williams and John Jones* or any two of them to view and survey the defects and ruin of Bethkellert church, upon the presentment that the now churchwardens have made hereof, and by the assistance of sufficient carpenters and masons, to certify his Lordship under their hands what the decay is and the sum of money that must be levied to repair the same, whereby a speedy course may be taken to have the sum cessed and levied and the work fallen in hand with before the winter comes. He requests the recipient to speak to Mr Price+ to make known to the parishioners the power that is given 'us' herein, and that the writer proposes (God willing) on Tuesday next to be at Bethkellert to survey the church .....

* ?of Meillionen.
+? the curate- see 1627.
ref. to two church wardens.

1623-49 An undated elegy to Humffrey Jones, then at Penrhyn. ''The countryside was sad because he did not reside at Craflwyn. He was wanted there and at Beddgelert church. His friends John ap Hugh (? of Braich y Bib), John Wynn (? of Tyddyn Llan), Morris Williams & *(see 1636/7) Griffith ap Rhys missed him. (NLW  Brogyntyn Ms Vol 3 p 204-8)

1632-1633
David Dolben, bishop of Bangor. He died in 1633. 

(Browne Willis, Survey of the Cathedral Church of Bangor, 1721, p 111)

1633 Feb 28. Llanrrothen (sic) (& Beddgelert) - Henry Bodurda, M. A., on death of John Meredith. (A I Pryce, 1923, The Diocese of Bangor in the 16th century, p 44)

1634-1637
Edmund Griffith, bishop of Bangor.

He was born at Cefnamwlch, Carnarvonshire in 1570 and educated at Oxford. He died in 1637. (Browne Willis, Survey of the Cathedral Church of Bangor, 1721, p 113)

The archbishop of Canterbury wished to be kept informed concerning the firm suppression of puritans including information that the Bishop may have shown undue leniency shown to well-born offenders (puritans), or issued a large number of leases for terms of lives. (D Walker, ed., 1990, A History of the Church in Wales, p 72)

1636 June 2: Will of Katherine verch Iuan (sic) of the parish of Bethkellert, widow. Bequeathed towards the reparation of the parish church of Bethkellert, 2s;

Bequeathed towards the reparation chapel of Llanfihangel y Pennant, 2s.

(NLW Dolfriog ms 51)

1636/7 Jan 26: The parishioners of Bethgelert to Edmond Griffith, Bishop of Bangor.

“May it please your Lordship to be advertised - That whereas we, the parishioners and inhabitants of the parish of Bethkelert, whose names are hereunder subscribed, have, for the space of thirty or forty years past, been edified by a preaching minister; and that in November last past, or thereabouts, upon the decease of one John Meredith, clerk and Master of Arts, late curate of the said parish, one Hugh Jenkins, clerk, was by your Lordship sent to supply the said cure. Now we make bold to certify your Lordship that the said Jenkins  is neither a preaching minister, neither can he, by reason of his youngness of years, as yet attain to the distinct and perfect reading of the Welsh tongue; and do humbly beseech your Lordship, out of your episcopal providence and care, to supply our said cure with a preaching minister, and that for God's love, unto whose sacred tuition we commit your Lordship.

Subscribed: John Wynne Morris (Tyddyn Llan), John Lloyd; Gryffyth Thomas; John ap Robert; William Owen ap Robert; Rowland ap Wm Jo; *Gr ap Rees; Gruffyth ap Willm; Peers David Nicholas; Thomas Lewes (Berthlwyd); Humphrey Evans; Thomas ap Howell.

Endorsed: “Copy of a certificate from ye parishioners of Bethkelert about ye curate not approved of. I copied this, 1636” (CWP ms 1592)

1637-1665
William Roberts, bishop of Bangor.

In the 1630s, under the command of William Laud (high church), the Anglican  overran the Puritans. (D Walker, 1990, A History of the Church in Wales, p 79)

Roberts was the only Welsh bishop still alive when episcopacy was restored after the Inter-regnum. (A H Dodd, 1968, A History of Caernarvonshire 1284 - 1900, p 89)

He suffered under the great Rebellion and was outed of all. … He returned in 1660. (Browne Willis, Survey of the Cathedral Church of Bangor, 1721, p 113-14)

1642 August -1648 Civil War
1643 May 4 : Llanrothen (& Beddgelert) - John Jones, B.A. on death of Henry Bodwrda. (A I Pryce, 1923, The Diocese of Bangor in the 16th century, p 47)

1647 - Drws y coed was in Beddgelert parish. (C T Griffith, Achau ac Ewyllysiau Teuluoedd De Sr Gaernarfon, 1989, p 13)

1649 Death of Humffrey Jones of Craflwyn;  

         Beheading of King Charles 1.

1649 - 1660  COMMONWEALTH

Episcopacy had been banished (1643) with the Prayer Book (1645) in the course of the Civil War. … The dean and chapter of Bangor cathedral were dissolved, the Episcopal manors confiscated. (A H Dodd, A History of Caernarvonshire, 1968, p 156)

1649 Feb 22 The Act for the Propagation of the Gospel in Wales. Many ministers were ejected from their churches & tithes were sequestered. The Incumbent of Llanfrothen (and thus of Beddgelert) was probably not ejected, as John Jones was the vicar in both 1649 and in 1677.

( A I Pryce, Diocese of Bangor during Three Centuries, Appendix A, p 163)

Increasing importance placed on view that the “rule of  the Saints” and the fifth monarchy of the world - that of Christ Himself - was imminent. This failed to effect Caernarvonshire. … Nevertheless the work of weeding out parsons unacceptable to the commissioners was well underway by 1650. The difficulty was to fill their places, and it took some time before even the skeleton of a Puritan parochial ministry had been formed in Caernarvonshire. (A H Dodd, A History of Caernarvonshire, 1968, p 139-140)

Colonel John Bodvel & the Civil War.

John Bodfel had married Elizabeth, daughter of Sir John Wynn of Gwydir, who in 1617 gave birth to their third child - a son, John Bodvel - later the royalist, Colonel John Bodfel. In 1631 Sir John Bodfel died and young John remained under the tutorship of his uncle Sir Richard Wynn, and went to the Inner Temple in 1633, aged 16. In 1640 he married puritan Ann Russell and was elected to represent Anglesey in the Short Parliament. He supported the King in the Civil War. His puritan wife attempted to take their children away from his royalist influence. By 1647 Colonel John Bodvel’s estates were sequestrated by the Parliamentarians and in 1649 his share of the fine was £140 for his Anglesey lands and £130 in respect those in Caernarvonshire. By 1649 he was excluded as a “Member of Parliament that hath deserted his trust and adhered to the Enemy”.  In 1650 his was one of five Welsh delinquent’s estates to be sold, his Caernarvonshire lands going to a radical, Henry Parker. By 1653 they had been restored, but parliamentarian Colonels Thomas Madryn and John Carter alleged misdoings by Bodvel until in 1655 he was finally discharged of delinquency. His wife had taken their children and in 1657 she arranged the marriage between their daughter Sarah, and Robert Robartes, those father had been a Field Marshall in the Roundhead forces.

In 1660 the Restoration reunited the Bodvel family, and Sarah’s second son was named Charles Bodvel Robartes. Colonel John Bodvel died in 1663 after being persuaded to make a second will. By 1666 this will was annulled and the estate went to Robert RobartesViscount Bodmin & his wife Lady Sarah. Their son Charles Bodvel Robertes, Earl of Radnor, succeeded in 1682. The Bodvel property was sold. 

(A H Dodd, The Tragedy of Colonel John Bodvel, TCHS, vol 6. 1945, p 1-22)

1649 July 3: Carnarvon. Letter from Thomas Madrin, John Owen and Jeffrey Parry to Mr Richard Griffith of (Plas) Llanfair.

Whereas the impropriator of the rectory and chapel of Llanfair ys gaer and Bettws Garmon has been in arms against Parliament, and the tithes, issues, profits and ecclesiastical emoluments belonging thereto have been sequestered because of the owner’s delinquency, this committee orders that until 1 January next all the profits of the rectory are to be let to Richard Griffith of Llanvair, who will pay £12 for them.

(B E Howells, 1967, Calendar of Letters relating to North Wales, p 96, Llanfair-Brynodol Ms 140) 

1650 Death of Archbishop John Williams

1650 An Act for the Better Propagation and Preaching of the Gospel in Wales was passed and was intended to provide for the state of religion in Wales.  Many Anglicans had withdrawn or were removed from their livings. (D Walker, Ed., 1990, A History of the Church in Wales, p 75)

1652 “The humble petition of many thousands of the six counties of North Wales showing that since the ejection of the ministers from their churches, silencing them, and sequestrating the tithes under the colour of an Act made February 22 1649, for the Propagation of the Gospel in Wales, divers parishes have for two years past been left vacant on the Lord’s Day without any minister to officiate and administer the Sacrament of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper or to marry or to visit the sick to the scandal and decay of religion. They therefore petition to have their tithes accounted for and that the health of their souls, which they value above all earthly things, may be provided for by settling able and pious ministries in the parish churches.

Signed Thomas Myddleton & Owain Wynn. July 1652.

In 1652 Taylor, the poet, in his Tour of Wales noted “that in many places and parishes they have neither service, prayer, sermon, minister or preacher or any church door opened at all”. (A I Pryce, Diocese of Bangor during Three Centuries)

The sterner section of the Puritan party were in power. The 1649 Act expired in 1652 but continued in force. (A I Pryce, Diocese of Bangor during Three Centuries, p xxvii)

The County of Merioneth was less effected by the upheaval, because the clergy / parishes were on minor importance, both in character and in financial value. Church life was much as in normal times. (A I Pryce, Diocese of Bangor during Three Centuries, p xxix, xxx)

1619-1659
Morgan Llwyd of Trawsfynydd, was a Puritan and mystic.

There was little impact of the Propagation on the county of Caernarvonshire. There were insufficient Welsh speakers who satisfied their demands, so there were either vacant parishes or new pluralisms. … It is likely that although the Prayer book had technically been illegal since 1645 its use, if only from memory, survived at least in remote parishes much as in an earlier age, “popish” practises had escaped the vigilance of Tudor governments. (A H Dodd, A History of Caernarvonshire, 1968, p 155)

1651 June 12: Carnarvon. Letter from Thomas Madrin, John Owen and Jeffrey Parry to Mr Richard Griffith of (Plas) Llanfair.

Whereas the impropriator of the rectory and chapel of Llanfair ys gaer and Bettws Garmon has been in actual arms against Parliament, and the tithes, issues, profits and ecclesiastical emoluments belonging thereto have been sequestered because of the owner’s delinquency, this committee orders that from the date hereof all profits of the rectory are to be let to Richard Griffith for the term of 12 years at the sum of £12 (p.a.). (B E Howells, 1967, Calendar of Letters relating to North Wales, p 102, Llanfair-Brynodol, Ms 154) 

1656 Oct 9 Bodvell. Letter from Tom Kynaston to Mr William Roberts, Deputy Sheriff of Carnarvonshire.

The deputy sheriff has demanded £15 from him to be levied from the profits of Abererch, Penrhos and Llanvair Yscayre rectories for seizures. If Roberts pays it to the Sheriff, it will be allowed in the rent paid by him to the writer.

(B E Howells, 1967, Calendar of Letters relating to North Wales, p 104, Llanfair-Brynodol, Ms 162)

1660 

Restoration of the MONARCHY

1666 Oct 3: Letter from Maurice Wynn to Richard Griffith Esq., at (Plas) Llanvair.

The enclosed is from Mr Robartes whereby he orders Griffith to pay his rent to the writer towards payment of the King’s rent due out of Bodvell rectories etc. When Griffith pays he will have his aquitance, which is now in the writer’s custody. Griffith will be well secured for Wynn has power to distrain the tithes for the King’s rent.

(B E Howells, 1967, Calendar of Letters relating to North Wales, p 138, Llanfair-Brynodol, Ms 228)

Robert Robartes, son of John Robertes, first earl of Radnor, was born in 1633 in Cornwall and educated at Cambridge. Circa 1657 he married Sarah, daughter of Col. John Bodfel. The estate was left to the second son, Charles Bodvel Robartes. A second will was made but was over-ruled by an Act of Parliament.

Although William Roberts of Bangor was the only bishop who had been elected in the age of William Laud, the Episcopal bench was in warm sympathy with the ideal of churchmanship which had been close to the heart of Archbishop Laud. … After the first Conventicle Act, Nonconformists were liable to sharp punishments in the courts if they were discovered worshipping illegally, with transportation as the supreme penalty. (D Walker, 1990, A History of the Church in Wales, p 80)

Most of the Caernarvonshire incumbents were ready to conform to the Prayer Book and Episcopal rule after 1660. (A H Dodd, A History of Caernarvonshire, 1968, p 155)

In the Church there was more to restore because more had been destroyed; bishops, deans and chapters gone, church fabric neglected or damaged, and far more extensive changes in personnel at the parochial level.  … but locally the basic structure had remained; the parish was in being, even if the churchwardens were neglectful or non-existent. (A H Dodd, A History of Caernarvonshire, 1968, p 161)

Medieval parish churches were simple structures but they were colourfully painted with extracts from the Bible. This was an important feature in a period of high illiteracy. A wooden screen separated the nave from the sanctuary. This screen was the main interior feature and may well have been decorated with paintings of saints. Behind it stood the altar, usually made of stone, standing in the centre or a little to the east of the sanctuary Covered by a linen cloth, it would have held the Book of the Gospels, if the church had one, Altar rails were introduced in the seventeenth century by Archbishop William Laud to keep dogs away from the altar. 

In 1667 it was decreed that all corpses had to be buried in a woollen shroud. … It was not until the late seventeenth century that coffins began to be used for burying ordinary people. (K Robinson, 1998, History of St Michael’s church, Ffestiniog, p 24, 49, 50)

1666-1673
Robert Morgan, bishop of Bangor, was a man of character and courage, a stickler for Episcopal rights who was prepared to stand up to the ever recurrent attempt of the house of Gwydir to thrust unsuitable incumbents into livings in the diocese, and a zealous preacher in both English and Welsh. (A H Dodd, A History of Caernarvonshire, 1968, p 163) 

1669 The Second Conventicle Act was a  more efficient instrument for the repression of nonconformity because it was less ferocious and therefore more likely to be applied by hesitant magistrates against those meeting illegally. 

1670/1 Jan 5  Abstract of a Deed of Grant to certain trusts and charitable uses, between

1) William Wynn of Llangoed, Co Anglesey;

2) Edward Thelwall of Plasyward, William Owen of Llanddyn, & William Lloyd of Bacherrig;

3) William Griffith of Cichley, Co Anglesey;

of the rents of lands in Llwynllinor, in the parish of Beddgelert, co Caernarfon; for the purchase of six penny white loaves of wheaten bread, to be divided and distributed among six of the poor of the parishes, in perpetuum, after divine service, in the parish churches of Llancoed and Beddgelert

The said William Wynn and his heirs also to provide six white cloth coats, each to be of the true value of four shillings and sixpence, to be distibuted every Christmas Day before divine service, in the parish churches of Llangoed and Beddgelert, to six poor men; the said coats to have the two letters W. W. in black cloth, in memory of the said William Wynn.
The said William Griffith to .....
Also 10s. to be paid yearly to two able and orthodox ministers, approved by the Bishop of Bangor, to preach in the churches aforesaid on the first Sunday in Lent.  ...(CWP ms 2625)

1672
The Declaration of Indulgence allowed non-conformist preachers to be licensed. (D Walker, 1990, A History of the Church in Wales, p 88)

1673-1689
Humphrey Lloyd, bishop of Bangor. He was born in Trawsfynydd in 1610. (Browne Willis, Survey of the Cathedral Church of Bangor, 1721, p 116-18)

Under him the work of restoration in the Church may said to have been completed. In 1685 he obtained by Act of Parliament an earmarked revenue for the upkeep of the cathedral fabric. (A H Dodd, A History of Caernarvonshire, 1968, p 163, 164)

1670s 
There was a remarkable degree of co-operation between Anglican and Dissenter, and the Welsh Trust was formed to distribute Welsh Christian literature. 

(D Walker, 1990, A History of the Church in Wales, p 86-7)

1675 
There was a Welsh translation of “ The Practice of Piety”, written by Lewis Bayly, bishop of Bangor from 1616 till his death in 1631. (D Walker, 1990, A History of the Church in Wales, p87)

1676
The bishop of Bangor expressed considerable alarm at the work of Welsh nonconformist printers producing Welsh Christian literature. 

The emergence of a Welsh form of pietism nurtured by the godly tradition which was to be found in the Anglican Church and in the puritan sects. The emphasis on Bible reading, the promotion of godliness by means of devotional reading, the belief in the value of education, are all characteristics of pietism. So far as the Nonconformists were concerned, the years of persecution had compelled them to make lavish use of cottage-meetings and informal gatherings of intimate neighbours. It was from this type of concentration on the spiritual life and upon informal worship that the “religious societies” were eventually to emerge, not least among the Anglicans, and it was these, in turn, which provided the pattern for the Methodist “Societies”.

(D Walker, 1990, A History of the Church in Wales, p88-89)

1676
James Owen was fined £20 for holding an illegal conventicle (meeting) at Llangybi, Caernarfonshire. (D Walker, 1990, A History of the Church in Wales, p95)

1678 May 6 : Burial of Evan Llwyd, Hafod Lwyfog, in the grave of his grandfather and father underneath the Hafod Lwyfog seat inside the parish church. (Cymru, 1911, Cyf XL, Rhif 239, t 294) [See oak tablet recorded under 'Fittings']

1678: south wall of the nave; an oak tablet in memory of  Evan Lloyd of Hafod Lwyfog, with the family crest .''Infra jacet corpus Evani Lloyd de Hafod Lwyfog, armigeri, qui inhumatus fuit Paterno et Avito tumulo sexto Die Idus Maias. A.D. 1678 Annos aetatis 78.'' Here lies the body of Evan Lloyd of Hafod Lwyfog, soldier, who was buried …………… grave the sixth day of May 1678 aged 78.       
1680s
A new chapter opened in the relationship between Anglicans and Nonconformists. 

1681 There was a meeting at Llanfyllin of William Lloyd bishop of St Asaph, [former archdeacon of Merioneth (1668) & dean of Bangor (1672)], Humphrey Humphreys (1648-1712) the new dean of Bangor and several Quaker leaders. (D Walker, 1990, A History of the Church in Wales, p 90)

1682
The Bangor Diocesan records restart.

c1685 : 26 Chas II  : Letters patent of a grant of certain fee farm rents to Sir Robert Holmes (& his heirs & assigns for ever) - the rents were reserved upon the following properties : (including) The rectories of Bethkellert and Llanvair, co Caernarvon. Reserved rent - £30-4-11d - their original value.

(Harleian Collection p 227 [433] ms 1220 - a volume of 17th century transcripts)

(BM Harley Mss 1220)

(Cat of ms relating to Wales in the British Museum, Part II, p 228, Ms 423c, f124)

1685 was the year when Charles Bodvel Robertes, Earl of Radnor, inherited Bodvel; he sold the estate. It is not yet clear what happened concerning the appropriated churches ans lands of the former priory of Beddgelert.

1685 King James II ( - 1689)

References as witness in local wills:

1672: Evan Williams Cler., Beddgelert (NLW will Beddgelert 1672 C T Griffith p 15)

1677: Evan Williams Cler., Beddgelert (NLW will Beddgelert 1677 C T Griffith p 17)

1686: Evan Williams Cler., (NLW will Beddgelert 1686, C T Griffith p 18)

1698 : Evan Williams Cler., (NLW will Beddgelert 1698, C T Griffith p 21)

1699 : Evan Williams Curate & Cler. Beddgelert (NLW will 1699, C T Griffith p 21)

1699 : Richard Jones Curate & Cler. Llanfrothen (NLW will 1699, C T Griffith p 21)

1688 The Bloodless Revolution

1689 King William III (of Orange) and Queen Mary II ( - 1702)

During the church restoration in 2000 a 1699 copper halfpenny coin was found in the churchyard near the west door of church. It was Peck type 3, which has Britannia holding the spray in her right hand close to the knee. The Obverse is double struck. It was introduced in 1699 and continued until 1701. The date clearly begins 16.., so it must be 1699. ( pers. com, Stewart Lyons, F.S.A.)

1689
The Act of Toleration enabled non-conformists to build chapels, secure licenses for the preachers and buildings, and to cultivate their religious convictions. (D Walker, ed., 1990, A History of the Church in Wales, p 95)

1689-1701
Humphrey Humphreys, bishop of Bangor. (After which he was Bishop of Hereford till 1712) Staunch supporter of S.P.C.K.; several popular Welsh devotional books were dedicated to him. (D Walker, ed., 1990, A History of the Church in Wales, p 109)

Humphrey Humphreys

He was born on 24th November 1648, the eldest son of Richard Humphreys of Llanfrothen and Margaret Wynn of Gesail Gyfarch.  He had a younger brother and sister. He was given a good education at Oswestry, probably under his mother’s uncle, and at Bangor (Friars), whence he went to Jesus College, Oxford, where he graduated B.A. in 1669, gaining his M.A. degree in 1672 at the age of twenty-four. He was elected Fellow in 1672-3, B.D. in 1679 and D.D. in 1682. He was ordained (by a faculty) deacon and priest on 12th November 1670 by Bishop Robert Morgan in Bangor Cathedral and was, on the same day, collated and instituted to the rectory of Llanfrothen [and thus of Beddgelert]. His other benefices were Trawsfynydd in 1672, Criccieth in 1677, and Llaniestyn in Lleyn in 1680, and Hope (a sinecure) in 1689. He was installed Dean of Bangor on 16 December 1680.  In 1681 he married Elizabeth, daughter of Robert Morgan  of Henblas, Anglesey, bishop of Bangor 1666-1673. His wife died in 1683 giving birth to their second daughter. In 1685 when he was thirty-seven years old, his uncle, Robert Wynn, died without issue and left Gesail Gyfarch, in Penmorfa, Caernarfonshire,  and its estate to him. Four years later he was consecrated Bishop of Bangor 30th June 1689, and, much against his desire, was  translated to Hereford 2nd December 1701, where he died aged 63 on 20th November 1712 and was buried at that cathedral.  

Bishop Humphreys’s episcopate was one of marked activity, and even after his translation to Hereford, his interest in his native country did not lessen, although ill-health darkened his latter years. When dean of Bangor he improved the organisation of the diocese, rebuilt the deanery, and joined bishop Lloyd in an effort to win back the Dissenters to the Church. In 1690 he issued visitation queries in Welsh to find out the state of the diocese. He was a leading supporter of S.P.C.K. in north Wales and in a letter to the clergy he exhorts them to hold monthly meetings and to make themselves “wholesome examples and patterns to the flock”. … He was an ardent Welshman …antiquarian … genealogist …and man of letters.

His father was Richard Humphreys of Hendregwenllian, Penrhyndeudraeth, was baptised on 19th January 1620, and died on 19th February 1699. He was an officer in the Royal Army from the beginning of the Civil War. On 29 October 1647 he married his first wife Margaret, daughter of John Wynn of Gesail Gyfarch, who was born on 5th December 1618 and died on 18 May 1679. Humphrey’s brother John and sister Catherine died without issue. 

(C A Gresham, 1973, Eifionydd, p 96-97; J E Griffith, 1914, Pedigrees of Anglesey and Carnarvonshire families, p 235,236; Dictionary of Welsh Biography, 1959, p395)

A painting of Bishop Humphreys by an unknown artist, from a contemporary copy, is displayed in Bangor Museum. (Copied in A H Dodd, 1968, A History of Caernarfonshire 1284-1900, plate XII)

Pewter plate gifted to the church of Llanfrothen by Richard Humphreys and dated 1697 and 1698 is currently at Beddgelert. 

1699
The Society for the Promotion of Religious Knowledge was founded.

1700
Visitation of Archdeacon - Beddkelet. 1/8d. Mr Evan Williams, clerk. Evan Griffith & William Jones, Church Wardens. (NLW, Church in Wales. B/VSR, Beddkelet 1699-1727)

1702-1715
John Evans, bishop of Bangor.

The intrusion of party politics into Episcopal appointments had begun ; Bishop Evans was nominated by a Whig ministry, and fell foul of the Tory faction. … He was the last bishop to reside in the diocese for nearly sixty years, and the last Welsh speaking bishop for still longer. (A H Dodd, 1968, A History of Caernarvonshire 1284 - 1900, p 218)

He was born at Plas Du in Llanarmon parish, Caernarfonshire. He was translated to Meath in Ireland in 1715. 

(Browne Willis, Survey of the Cathedral Church of Bangor, 1721, p 119)

1702 Queen Anne (- 1714)

1704 Queen Anne’s Bounty:

The taxes, known as “first fruits” and “tenths” dated back to medieval times, when they were paid to the papacy; they reverted to the crown at the Reformation and remained at the level of the valuation made during the reign of Henry VIII. The “first fruits” was a tax which at one time had represented the annual value of the vicarage, and was paid within a few years of appointment, and the “tenths” was a annual tax, which once represented a tithe on the annual income. 

In 1704, Queen Anne, her High Church conscience suitably troubled by her spiritual advisers, as an Act of Royal Bounty, gave up this source of revenue and returned the payments to Trustees of the Church to administer for the augmentation of poor livings. It achieved this in two ways. Firstly, if a benefactor granted £200 or more to a parish under a certain income, then the Bounty would meet it with an equivalent sum, in “lots” of £200. Secondly, any monies left over were awarded by lot to the poorest parishes, starting with those originally of under £10 in value. 

At first the grant was required to be invested in land, but in later years its role was extended to assisting clergymen in building parsonages houses, the lack of which was a main reason for non-residence, and this was further extended to the supervision of the dilapidation arrangements for parsonages.  (R L Brown, The Effects of Queen Anne’s Bounty … ; Montgomery Collections 88, 1998, p97; Valor Ecclesiasticus)

1704
Visitation of Archdeacon - Beddkelet. 1/8d. Mr Evan Williams, clerk. Mr Robert Anwyll & Griffith Robert, Church Wardens. (NLW, Church in Wales. B/VSR, Beddkelet 1699-1727)

1704 : Evan Williams Cler.,  (NLW, will Beddgelert 1704, C T Griffith, 1989, p 23)

1706 and 1707: Visitation of Archdeacon - Beddkelet. 1/8d. Mr Evan Williams, clerk. 

Mr ? Williams & Owen Jones, Church Wardens. (NLW, Church in Wales. B/VSR, Beddkelet 1699-1727)

1709:  In the chancel there is a Tablet inscribed ''M.W. Esq. O. I. W 1709''. [? Maurice Wynn]

1711: Visitation of Archdeacon - Beddkelet. 1/8d. Mr Evan Williams, clerk. 

Evan Humphreys & Moses John ?Mossy, Church Wardens. (NLW, Church in Wales. B/VSR, Beddkelet 1699-1727)

1711 The last years of Queen Anne’s reign were an anxious time for Dissenters generally. (D Walker, 1990, A History of the Church in Wales, p 97)

1713 : Evan Williams Cler.,  (NLW will Beddgelert 1713, C T Griffith, 1989, p 23)

1714 King George 1 ( - 1727)

1714: Visitation of Archdeacon - Beddkelet. 1/8d. Mr Evan Williams, clerk. 

William John Griffith & Henry Owen, Church Wardens. (NLW, Church in Wales. B/VSR, Beddkelet 1699-1727)

1714: Visitation of Archdeacon - Beddkelet. 1/8d. Mr Evan Williams, clerk. 

Evan ? & Evan Roberts, Church Wardens. (NLW, Church in Wales. B/VSR, Beddkelet 1699-1727)

1715
Jacobite Revolt  by supporters of James II.

1715
Approximate population of North Wales: 140,000 of whom approximately 2,500 were non conformists. (W Williams, 1884, Welsh Calvinistic Methodism,  p xiv)

1716 : death of Evan Williams, Cler. (NLW will Beddgelert 1716, C T Griffith p 25)

1716-1721     Benjamin Hoadley was bishop of Bangor. He was a non-resident, non-Welsh speaker

1721-1723    Richard Reynolds was bishop of Bangor. He was a non-resident, non-Welsh speaker

 Visitation of Archdeacon to Beddkelert 1699 - 1727 NLW Church in Wales B/VSR
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William John Edward, Richard Thomas 1/8

1723  Mr Robert Williams, curate;
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Griffith John
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David Samuel, Henry Jones
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Robt. John Griffith, Thomas Owen
1/8

1726/7
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"
      Mosses Powell

Eivionydd: Llangyby 4/5; Crickieth 4/2; Llanystumdwy 3/8; Llanfihangell y Pennant 1/8; Bethkelert 1/8; Penmorfa 3/0. Total 18/9d.

1721  Churches & Chapells in the Diocese of Bangor:

1721 Archdeanery of Bangor; Deanery of Arvon: 

V. Llanvair-is-gaer (viz) Carnarvon) St. Mary's Festival 8 Sept.; 

Cum Capella de Bettws German (alias Beadhouse German, i.e. Capella Oratorium St Germani. extruct. tempore Henrici 7mi. St German Festival 31 July. 

Impropriator: Countess of Radnor as daughter of Bodvil [d 1663].

(Browne Willis, 1721, Survey of the Cathedral Church of Bangor p 272)

1721 Deanery of Arllechwedd - Dolwythelan : St Gwythelan; Festival August 22;

Impropriated to the Countess of Radnor as daughter to John Bodvel Esq 

(Browne Willis, 1721, Survey of the Cathedral Church of Bangor p274)

1721 Deanery of Llyn - Abererch : St Cowdra; Festival Dec 5; 

Capell Penrhos, alias Llangynvil, dedicated to three saints viz. St. Cynvil, Heged & Rhoddiad. 
Impropriator: the countess of Radnor.

[Ceidio - A Stipendary Cure; St Ceidiaw, Nov 6; Impropriator: William Bodvel Esq.] (Browne Willis, 1721, Survey of the Cathedral Church of Bangor p275)

This Bodvel link may explain why Ceidio parish, which was formerly part of Cymmer abbey,  has been mistakenly linked with Beddgelert priory.

1721 Archdeaconry of Merioneth; Deanery of Evioneth:

 V Beddcelert; St Mary Festival 15 August. Bedh significat sepulcrum, & Kilart canis nebophoroni. Impropriator : Countess of Radnor. 

TRANSLATE 

(Browne Willis, 1721, Survey of the Cathedral Church of Bangor, p276)

1721 Archdeaconry of Merioneth; Deanery of Evioneth

- Llavihangel y Penant. A Stipendary Cure. Fanum Sancti Michaelis in extremitare vallis positum.






TRANSLATE

(Browne Willis, 1721, Survey of the Cathedral Church of Bangor, p276)

1721 Deanery of Ardudwy, Co Merioneth

R. Llanfrothen. St Brothen, October 18.

(Browne Willis, 1721, Survey of the Cathedral Church of Bangor, p277)

1721 Archdeanery of Anglesey; Deanery of Menai and Malltraeth:

V Llaneidan. St Aidan; Festival Sept 30; Impropriator Thomas Lloyd Esq. 

Capell Llanddeiniol,  St Deiniol fab. Sept 11.

Capell Llanvaci y Cwmmwd, St Mary. Feb 2. 

(Handwritten in later: Llanedwin. St Edwina, Nov 5, capella.)

(Browne Willis, 1721, Survey of the Cathedral Church of Bangor, p281)

1721 July 28 Lease of possession of the rectories of Abererch, Llanfair Isgaer, Bethkelert, Llanfihangel, Dol(r)wythelan. (all former Beddgelert Priory lands)

Consideration : 5s.  

1. Thomas Wynne of Bodvean, Esq.;

2. The Rt Hon Charles Bodville, Earl of Radnor. (GAS Glynllifon ms 7250)

Thomas Wynn married the heiress of Glynllifon, which became the seat of the family of his grandson, Thomas Wynn, Lord Newborough.

Thomas Wynn of Bodfean, who died 1673, had been instrumental in drawing up the second disputed will of Colonel John Bodvel who died in 1663 to leave his own son Griffith Wynn as heir. This will was annulled by Act of Parliament, but it is not known how much of the inheritance was recovered, (A H Dodd, The Tragedy of Colonel John Bodvel, TCHS, Vol 6, p1-22) The appropriated churches of the former priory of Beddgelert are here linking these two families.

1721
Too many ill-qualified poor clergymen had been ordained to serve these poor parishes or to be cheap chaplains to wealthy pluralists or rich impropriators. … Pluralities abounded among the beneficed and unbeneficial clergy. Property, whether secular or religious, was sacrosanct; and monstrous inequalities were not only condoned but thought to be a necessary part of the structure of that hierarchical society which was thought to be divinely ordained. … Erasmus Saunders noted that some parishes had no service, others were served by pluralist curates who came at no set time “and having so little time, and so many places to attend upon, how precipitately and as if out of breath are they obliged to read the prayers, or shorten or abridge them … and like hasty itinerants hasten from place to place”. … People continued the ancient practice “namely that of crossing themselves - with a short ejaculation that through the Cross of Christ they might be safe or saved. … They used to kneel in prayer upon the graves of relatives and friends, invoking not only the Deity, but the Holy Virgin and other saints: for Mair-wen, Iago, Teilaw Mawr, CELER, Celynog and others are often thus remembered as if they had hardly yet forgotten the use of praying to them”. There was an element of joy in their devotions for they “frequently composed a kind of divine hymn or songs which generally consist either of doctrinal, or historical parts of Scripture, or of the lives and worthy acts of some eminent saints”. They also took pains “by reading or discoursing to instruct one another in their houses”.

It is this domestic orientation of eighteenth century piety that explains the contents of so many of the “good books” published by the S.P.C.K. and by individual authors. They were not primarily books for use in churches - whether dissenting or Anglican- but books to be used either by individuals in their private devotions or by family groups in their homes. (D Walker, ed., 1990, A History of the Church in Wales, p104-5)

1723-1727
William Baker was bishop of Bangor. He was a non resident, non Welsh speaker.

1727 King George II  ( - 1760)

1727:  In the church nave there was a carved oak tablet ''Griffith Roberts, Sygun, 1727''. It is no longer there.

1728-1734   Thomas Sherlock was bishop of Bangor. He was a non resident, non Welsh speaker.

1730 The death of Madam Jane Jones, widow of Maurice Jones III of Ddol who died in 1703 & was the last Jones owner of the Craflwyn estate. His widow left money to all the parishes in which he had property, including   BEDDGELERT, where  Mrs Jones left to 10 poor widows: £50; later it was in the hands of a Mr Anwyl who afterwards became insolvent and the money was lost. (Charities Com. Report 1819-39 p 513) 

A legacy from Madam Jones of Ddol to the poor of the parish of Bethgelert is referred to in 1772 in the will of Mr Anwyl. (NLW Dolfriog Ms 321). 

1734 Parish Registers were kept, for which a “Book was bought in Sherawsbury for the Parish of Beth Gelert …”.

1735 Nov 28/29: Lease & Release of the rectory & tithes of Bethgelert, co C 

1. Sir George Markham, New Bond Street, Co Middx, Bart.

2. Maurice Wynne, Hafodgregog, co C, Esq. 
(NLW, Dolfriog ms 556-7)

It is not known who Sir George Markham was, nor how he came to possess the rectory & tithes of Beddgelert, formerly in the possession of the Bodvel family.

1735
Nonconformist Awakenings: This was the period of the beginnings of the evangelical revival in Wales, which gradually transformed the pattern and quality of Christian life in Wales. In that transformation the piety of the late seventeenth century and early eighteenth century was swept up into a dynamic religious enthusiasm that enabled it to affect the lives of many more people than the early Welsh pietists could have hoped for. (D Walker, ed., 1990, A History of the Church in Wales, p 102)

1737
Griffith Jones, an Anglican rector of Llanddowror, South Wales (1683-1761), started circulating schools throughout Wales, teaching people to read the Bible in Welsh. Madam Bevan continued the work from 1761-1779. (D Walker, ed., 1990, A History of the Church in Wales, p 107)

1737 Nov 18-19: Lease & Release (mortgage for £500) of the rectory & tithes of Bethgelert, co C

1. Maurice Wynne, Hafod - Garregog, Co Merioneth, Esq.

2. William Vaughan, Corsygedol, Co Merioneth , Esq.  (NLW, Dolfriog ms 558-9)

1737-1737
Charles Cecil was bishop of Bangor. He was a non resident, non Welsh speaker.

1738-1743
Thomas Herring was bishop of Bangor. He was a non resident, non Welsh speaker.

1743-1747
Matthew Hutton was bishop of Bangor. He was a non resident, non Welsh speaker.

1738-1742 Welsh revival. In 1739 Howell Harris (1714-1773), converted in 1735, moved to north Wales and carried out a work of evangelism comparable to that of George Whitfield and John Wesley (converted in 1738)  in England,

Curate Daniel Rowlands, Llangeitho (1713-1790)  who was converted in 1735 and

William Williams, Pantycelyn, Llandovery (1717-1791)

In addition to preaching, opportunities had to be provided for those who were touched to meet together to sustain their new enthusiasm. … Small groups of converts met together in societies,  similar to those which had flourished in the established Church towards the end of the seventeenth century. … In the beginning Methodism was “ not a denomination, not a sect, not even a society in the first place; but an attitude, a manner, a way - whatever word you choose”.

… Thus far the development of Methodism is indicative of that revival WITHIN the Church which characterises the eighteenth century. It was an evangelical reaction against many of the features of the theology of the Age of Enlightenment which tended to speak of God as a remote “ Supreme Being”. .. But increasingly the organisation of the Methodists tended towards its final development WITHOUT the Church. 

Wesley and Whitfield parted company in 1741. Howel Harris and his colleagues sided with Whitfield. The result was that Methodism in Wales became Calvinistic rather than Armenian or Wesleyan.

(D Walker, ed., 1990, A History of the Church in Wales, p 110-12)

1740: Queen Anne Bounty … Whereas the Governors sat in 1740 and agreed to augment the curacy of Bethkellert with the sum of £200 … (Rep. Body of the Church in Wales, QAB, B51/376)

1741 Feb 1: Howel Harris first visited north Wales and preached at  the invitation of William Pritchard, a substantial farmer of Glasfryn Fawr, Llangybi, Caernarfonshire.

1742 : On the south wall of the nave there is a small oak tablet with a brass plate ''underneath lyeth the body of Richard Anwyl Esq. of Dolvriog, who died the fourth day of February 1742, aged 32 years”. The crest of the Anwyl's in the form of three eaglets is above the inscription.

1743 Nov 9: Thomas Jones, clerk, Llanfrothen (NLW, Church in Wales B/CC/(G)/22)

1743 Nov 14: Lease for one year of the rectory & tithes of Beddgelert, Co Caernarfo.

1. William Vaughan of Nanney, co Merioneth, Esq.

2. Mary Hughes of Caernarfon, co Caernarfon, spinster. (NLW Dolfriog ms 561)

1743 Nov 15: Assignment of a bond for the payment of £500, & transfer of a mortgage of the rectory & tithes of Beddgelert, co Caernarfon

1. William Vaughan of Nanney, co Merioneth, Esq;

2. Mary Hughes of Caernarfon, co Caernarfon, spinster

3. Grace Wynne of Havodgarregog, co Merioneth, widow of Maurice Wynne late of the same, and mother & guardian of Jane Wynne, an infant under the age of 21 years, only daughter & heir of Maurice Wynne by the said Grace Wynne. (NLW Dolfriog ms 562)

1744 Aug 5: Testimonial to David Williams, A.B. by Richard Farrington, Rector of Llangybi, Llanfairisgaer, Carnarfon. (NLW, Church in Wales, B/P/1099)

1747-1756
Zachary Pearce was bishop of Bangor. He was a non resident, non Welsh speaker, more tolerant towards Dissenters and Methodists. His Chancellor, John Owen, vicar of Llannor and Deneio, virtually ruled the diocese in his absence & was intolerant towards Methodists and Dissenters. (A H Dodd, 1968, A History of Caernarvonshire 1284- 1900, p 223)

1749
Visitation of Bishop Zachary Pearce: Set of questions:

Residence of clergy; number of services, of communicants at Easter, of families in parish. Catechism, professing Dissenters, Methodists, Papists; Public / Charity school; Almhouses etc.

Holy Communion was administered on the Great Festivals and monthly in most parishes. Most adults were Easter communicants. There was an absentee bishop & many absentee incumbents. (A I Pryce, Diocese of Bangor during Three Centuries, plxi)

Church services were in Welsh; usually Matins and/or Evensong. In Lent there were weekday services on Wednesdays and Fridays and on Sunday instruction of catechumens; the average age for confirmation was 15 years. If  the incumbent held two livings, he usually had a curate in one.

1749 Beddgelert : number of families was 45; times 5 per family = approx population of 225.
(A I Pryce, Diocese of Bangor during Three Centuries, Appendix A, p 163)

1749
Beddgelert - Bishop’s Visitation. Answers.

1.
I officiate, my residence being in Llanfrothen.

2.
Divine service is performed once upon a Sunday in Welsh and Prayers read every Holy day throughout the year.

3.
The Sacrament is administered every month having about 20 or 30 communicants. Sometimes much more i.e. at Easter and such other times.

4.
Catechism of Children. Twice a year at Lent and Christmas.

5.
There are according to the Parish 45 families, all Protestant of the Church of England.

6.
There are no Methodists in the parish and I believe the very name is detestation to the parishioners.

7.
We have no Papists or any reputed to be such.

8.
There are no charitable Endowments left to either Church or Parish, but the interest of £50 by Madam Jones of Llanrhaiadr in Denbighshire to be distributed to ten poor persons according to the dispensation of the curate and church wardens on every St Thomas Day.

9.
There is no Publick or charitable school founded or erected in the Parish.

10.
The parish is about six miles in length and the farthest house from the church is about three miles.

11.
There are no persons of extraordinary distinction in the parish.

12.
The Revd John Jones, Rector of Llanfrothen, Merionethshire; to be left with Mrs Jones, Grocer, Carnarvon.

( NLW Church in Wales, B/Q/A 2, Bishop’s Visitation: Questions and Answers 1749)

1751 Sept 7 : Hugh Williams, B.A. (rector) of Llanfrothen, licensed to cure of Beddcelert.  From 1751 -1770 Beddgelert was under the care of the parish of Llanfrothen, and the vicars of Llanfrothen were separately licensed to the cure of Beddgelert. (A I Pryce, 1929, Diocese of Bangor during three Centuries p 28)

1752 April 7: Great Sessions for Caernarvon, at Carnarvon. 

Final Concord between Thomas Wilson, Gent. (plaintiff) and Bernard Wilson, DD, & Elizabeth his wife (deforceants), when the deforceants acknowledged the Island of Bardsey, + 70 messuages, 10 cottages etc (in 25 parishes) and also the Rectories of Abererch, Penrhos, Llanfair Isgaer, Bethkelert, Llanfihangel y Pennant, Dolrwythelan,  and all tithes, oblations, offerings, rents & pensions belonging to the rectories to be the property of the plaintiff. Consideration 900 marks.  (GAS Glynllifon ms 7252) This document does not appear to fit into the pattern of ownership of the patronage of the former priory churches. It may be linked to a short term mortgage or loan.

1752
 The first Methodist chapel in Caernarfonshire was built at Ty Mawr, Bryncroes.

1753 Aug 3 : David Williams, B.A., on cessation of H Williams, to Llanfrothen and licensed to cure of Beddgelert.

(A I Pryce, 1929, Diocese of Bangor during three Centuries p 29)

1754 Aug 3 : David Williams, B.A. licensed to cure of Llanfrothen and Beddcelert on resignation of Hugh Williams.

1754 Aug 5: Testimonial to David Williams, B.A. by Vicar Richard Farrington, Rector of Llangybi, Llanfair Is Gaer, Carnarvon. (NLW, Church in Wales, B/P/1099)

1755 David Williams, licensed to cure of Beddcelert. (A I Pryce, 1929, Diocese of Bangor during three Centuries p 30)

1756-1768
John Egerton, bishop of Bangor. A non resident, non Welsh speaker.

1756 March 1 : Deed to lead to the uses of a fine of a capital messuage (+ many named lands); the rectory & tithes of Bethgelert in the counties of Merioneth & Caernarfon  etc.

1. Jane Wynne, Havodgregog, co Merioneth, spinster, only child & heir of Maurice Wynne

2. Grace Wynne, her mother

3. The Rev Thomas Jones of Caermelur, clerk, & Gabriel Humphreys of Henblas, gent, both of co Denbigh. (NLW Dolfriog ms 566)

1757: Queen Anne Bounty … Whereas the Governors sat in 1740 and agreed to augment the curacy of Bethkellert with the sum of £200 … & whereas the Governors in 1757 agreed to augment the Curacy of Bethkelert with a further £200, ( Rep Body of the Church in Wales, QAB, B51/376)

1757 Nov 22: Office against David Jones (inhabitant) of Beddcelert, co Merionethshire. Adultery. ( NLW Church in Wales vol IV, p 33, B/CC/(G)/107)

1760 King George III ( - 1820)

1762
Ecstatic leaping at Lon Budr, Dinas, Garn Fadryn, Lleyn, for a time saddled Methodists with the nickname “Jumpers”. (A H Dodd, 1968, A History of Caernarvonshire, p 334). This leaping, shouts of joy and tears of contrition … were also  seen by puzzled English visitors.

The name Jumpers was first used in 1763 near Carmarthen, South Wales.

“You English blame us, the Welsh, and speak against us and say “Jumpers! Jumpers!”. But we, the Welsh, have something also to allege against you, and we most justly say of you, “ Sleepers!  Sleepers!”. (Quoting Revd Daniel Rowland in R G Gruffydd, “Diwygiad 1762 a William Williams o Bantycelyn”, in Cylchgrawn Cymdeithas Hanes y Methodistiaid Calfinaidd, LV, (1970), p 11)

1764 Feb 13: cites Samuel John, Hugh Thomas, Thomas Williams, Robert Pritchard & Richard Griffith, all of Beddcelert, yeoman. Cause: For subtr(action) of synodals pro. by John Ellis, clerk (NLW Church in Wales B/CC/(G)/64) 

1764 Oct 2: Indenture of 5 parts:

1. Rev Hugh Owen of Pentre Berw, heir of John Owen, late of Carnarvon;

2. Elizabeth Owen, widow of John Owen;

3. Governors of the Bounty of Queen Anne for the augmentation of the Maintenance of the poor clergy;

4. Rev David Williams, curate of Beddgelert;

5. Mary Ellis, widow of Carnarvon;

Whereas the Governors sat in 1740 and agreed to augment the curacy of Bethkellert with the sum of £200 … & whereas the Governors in 1757 agreed to augment the Curacy of Bethkelert with a further £200, now this indenture (£172-10-0 - £227-10-0) - for Ucheldre, parish of Llanflewyn, co A, the Southern part - divided by wall. 

( Rep Body of the Church in Wales, QAB, B51/376)

1765
Robert Jones, Rhoslan, came to Beddgelert to conduct one of the circulating schools of Madame Bevan in the gallery at the west end of the church. … It was his first centre. (D E Jenkins, 1899, Beddgelert its Facts Fairies and Folklore, p 359)

1766 Oct 26: Office against John Parry (inhabitant) of Beddcelert, co Carnarvonshire. Fornication. (NLW, Church in Wales, Vol IV, B/CC/(G)/150)

1769
Capel Newydd, Nanhoron, nonconformist chapel was built.

1769-1774 
John Ewer was bishop of Bangor. He was a non resident, non Welsh speaker.

1769 July 1 : John Thomas, B.A. - Beddgelert (A I Pryce, 1929, Diocese of Bangor during three Centuries p 35)

From 1770 - 1800 : the Beddgelert clergy were licensed as curates. (A I Pryce) 

1772 Nov 19: probate of the 10 April 1772 will of Maurice Anwyl of Cae Ddafydd, hamlet of Nantmor, pa of Bethgelert, co Caernarfon & diocese of Bangor; includes ... £10 to the poor of the parish of Bethgelert, to be laid out together with Madam Jones of Ddol's legacy as an augmentation thereto. ... (NLW Dolfriog ms 321)

The Will of Maurice Anwyl, Cae Dafydd: bequests include £10 to the poor of the parish of Beddgelert. These bequests ??? & ??? Madam Jones, Ddola, to be distributed out of the profits in the trust that was in the care of Hugh Anwyl, Dolfriog, and Richard Garnons, Llanwnda. (T C Griffith, Achau ac Ewyllysiau Teuleodd De Sir Caernarfon. 1989, p 37)

1773 The state of many churches remained mean and neglected. Mrs Thrale caused the churches at Llangwnnadl and Tudweiliog to be made wind and watertight out of the tithes she enjoyed. Local churches shocked her “with their poverty and misery”. (A Bristow (ed), 1995, Dr Johnson and Mrs Thrale’s Tour of North Wales 1774, p116)

1772 - 1801 John Morgan was curate at Llanberis.

1770s
Moravian societies were meeting in farmhouses in Drws y Coed, Nantlle, Beddgelert, Criccieth and Llanberis “under the penurious but hospitable curate of Llanberis, John Morgan. … The preaching of John Morgan at Llanberis had a local influence comparable with that of the first Anglican revivalists in South Wales. 

(A H Dodd, 1968, A History of Caernarfonshire, p 229, 345)

1773 April 27: “There is in Llanberis a clergyman whose name is Morgan, who preaches our Saviour, and is in a brotherly connexion with Brothers Mathias and Williams [Moravians from Drwys y Coed]. Here seems an opportunity for a Society on a Diaspora footing. … Some of the clergy there are friendly, especially Mr Morgan of Llanberries who preaches the Gospel with much blessing“. (R T Jenkins, 1938, The Moravian Brethren in North Wales, p 113-4)

In the 1770s William  Gruffydd rebuilt Drws y Coed Uchaf farmhouse. He was a man of strong religious tendencies, and belonged to a small Moravian church which had been established about this time at Drws y Coed. He has left us an undisputable proof of his large-heartedness in the inscription which he had engraved on a stone above the door, The four lines, which are in Welsh, are to the following effect:-


He who this building deigned to build


Hath from his heart devoutly willed


While stone bears stone, from year to year,


God and His cause be harboured here.
( Elvet, trans.)

After death and circumstances had removed this good man and his family, the little Moravian cause dwindled considerably, and the few that were left went over to the Calvinistic Methodists. (D E Jenkins, 1899, Beddgelert Its Facts, Fairies and Folklore, p 161)

1774-75:
While at Llanberis the (visiting) Revd John Cullum gave no impression that he disapproved of Curate Morgan’s encouragement to anyone who wished to receive communion “with decency” from his hands at the small ancient parish church. … Morgan’s services provided the same intense evangelical ambience that would appeal to Methodists who were familiar with zeal and jubilation within their own gatherings. Morgan “always had a full audience”. Methodists would be among those who crossed the mountains to receive communion from Morgan. … Cullum’s lack of surprise at the attendance at the services in Morgan’s church suggests that he appreciated why Methodists attended to receive communion from Morgan rather than from Anglican clergy in their own parish. … “Dissenters of various denominations    (for such were among his flock), all came to the church and behaved there with decency”.  (Suffolk RO, (Bury St Edmunds), Ms E2/44/2.1)

1778 letter from John Morgan to David Mathias “You have been the very loving messenger that brought the Gospel to me, and I shall never forget you to eternity”. 

(R T Jenkins, 1938, The Moravian Brethren in North Wales, p 128)

See article in Welsh “T M Bassett & H G Williams, John Morgan 1743-1801, in TCHS, 2001)

It is nor known whether this activity in a neighbouring Anglican church had any effect in Beddgelert.

1775-1783
John Moore was Bishop of Bangor. He was a non resident, non Welsh speaker.

1775 May 2 : David Williams, B.A. was licensed to cure of Llanfrothen and Beddcelert.

1775 - 1820 : The Parish of Beddgelert did NOT include Drws-y-coed, Clogwin-y-gwin, Ffridd uchaf and Ffridd isaf (i.e. medieval  township of Llwyn llinor), which were in the parish of Betws Garmon. (GAS, Land Tax Assessments)

1776 Beddgelert Clergy return for Bishop’s Visitation.

1.
Services. Once in Welsh at 9.0 a.m. and Noon alternate. There is a sermon in the forenoon alternately. Divine service has NOT been performed twice every Sunday in the memory of man.

2.
Divine service is performed on some remarkable Ffestivals that happen on week days.

3.
Curate.

4.
I serve Llanfrothen four miles distant and I am duly licensed to the said cure.

5.
The Holy Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper is administered monthly beside solemn Ffestivals.

6.
Communicants. About 50 generally and at Easter last about 150 which was greater than usual.

7.
Papists. None at all.

8.
Presbyterians, Independents, Anabaptists or Quakers. None at all.

9.
Methodists there are. The number is uncertain. Their teachers are strangers which come from South Wales generally or elsewhere. I believe their number decease of late years which I impute to the people’s being fixed on maintaining their teachers.

10.
Catechism of children. They are not sent but I give them notice to come and expound to them myself about Lent in the Welch and English language.

11.
Registers. Yes I make regular returns of births and burials in the Register’s Office which goes back as far as 1734.

12.
Marriage Register Book. Yes.

13.
Chapels of Ease. None but an old ruinated Chappel called Capel Nanthynan in which no divine service is performed.

14.
Accounts and Terrier of Houses etc. We have no house or glebe lands and as  to no Terrier. It is an Impropriation belonging to the Revd Zacceus Hughes of Trefan in the County of Carnarvon Clerk, in right of his wife, and I cannot say what augmentations hath been made of the living since he came to possession of it. The curate’s salary is £8 per annum with an addition of Queen Anne’s Bounty.

15.
There is a charitable Endowment which was left by William Williams of Prefsaddfed in the County of Anglesey viz. to six old poor men which as a white coat value 4 shillings and sixpence and a penny white loaf each every Sunday, and Madam Jones of Ddol left the interest of £50 to ten poor widows of this parish. And further the interest of £10 was left by Robert Anwyl of Cae Ddafydd in the parish, Gent. to  the poor of the said parish but they plead the Statute of Mortmain and as so no interest at all. The Trustees of Robert Anwyl’s will are Richard Garmon and Hugh Anwyl Esq. Both of the town of Carnarvon in the County of Carnarvon. No lands have been left for the repair of the said church or for any other pious use except what is before mentioned. 

16.
Church Wardens are chosen on Easter Monday yearly. One by the Minister and the other by the Parishioners.

17.
No school at all.

18.
I do not reside in this cure but in the glebe house at Llanfrothen.

19.
Offertory is given to the poor of the parish.

20.
Rev John Thomas of Llanfrothen, Merionethshire.

Letters of Orders 9 September 1756; 4 July 1757.

Licensed to this curacy 30 July 1770.

(NLW Church in Wales, B/QA/5 Beddgelert Clergy return for Bishop’s Visitation)

1779 Sept 20 : David Evans, B.A., Pembroke College, Oxon., deacon - Llanfrothen & Beddcelert curacy. (A I Pryce, 1929, Diocese of Bangor during three Centuries p 118)

1780 Sept 1 : David Evans - was now priest. (A I Pryce, 1929, Diocese of Bangor during three Centuries p 118)

1781 Jan 20: 1. Rt Hon Thomas, Lord Newborough, Baron Newborough of Ireland; 

2. & 3. includes creditors of Thomas Lord Newborough.

Mortgage & Assignment [demise for a term of 99 years] of the interest on a £40,000 from an estate in co Caerns., of the Glynllifon estate comprising … (very long list including) [page 184] Llechieddior, parish Llanfihangel y Pennant,; rectory of Abererch, tithes of Perches (?Penrhos); rectory of Llanfair Isser, tithes & part of rectory of Llanfairisgae; rectorial tithes of Betts Garmon; [page 185] Cwmdock, parish of Beddgelert; Pant Drainog, parish of Llanfihangel y Pennant. … [all part of former priory of Beddgelert].
(GAS, Glynllifon ms 7265)

1781 Wardens’ Mandates: Beddgelert in Arfon - ?Huw David and William Owen.

(NLW Church in Wales, Bangor, Wardens Mandates 1781)

1782 Dec 26: Office against Margaret Roberts (inhabitant) of Beddcelert, co Carnarvonshire; Fornication. (NLW, Church in Wales, Vol IV, B/CC/(G)/264)

1783-1800
John Warren was bishop of Bangor, he was a non Welsh speaker. He was translated from Llandaff, and was “A prelate of the greatest application to business, undoubted talents, candour and integrity”. He enforced parochial residence among his clergy with the most rigorous exaction. His ordinations were more numerous and more frequent than those … since early in the century … He had a zeal for education ... But he came up against the ambitions of the powerful laity of his diocese. (A H Dodd, 1968, A History of Caernarvonshire 1284-1900, p 344)

1783 Oct 2: John Thomas, Llanfrothen & Beddgelert: Bonds for County Burials 

John Thomas of Wern, Co Merioneth bound by £5 to enable him to write in the Register Book of the parish of Beddgelert all entries of burial, marriages and christenings subject to the duties imposed by the Act. (NLW Church in Wales B/MC/42)

1783 Oct 23: The same as above for Llanfrothen. (NLW Church in Wales B/MC/43)

c1770s-80s: Henry Thomas, son of  the innkeeper at Aberglaslyn village, had been to Botwnnog school but had been influenced by the itinerant preachers. He set up a school in Hen Odyn on Cae Dafydd land in Blaen Nanmor. “The religious instruction led to the established of prayer meetings; the work increased, the attendance rapidly improved, and sacred music rang through the vale of Nanmor.” Hugh Anwyl of Dolfriog objected and they had to move, first to a covered sheep-fold, then to a building used for storing bark on Corlwyni land. Robert Jones preached there in a thunder storm & many came to faith. … Henry Thomas married Marslie Powell, Hafod y Rhisgl and moved to Hen Stamps (by Bryn Felin) were the meetings were held. Then the meetings moved to Ty’n Coed, and then to Pen y Bont Fawr, now part of the Prince Llewelyn Hotel. This was the first meeting place for which rent was paid; the congregation greatly increased. (D E Jenkins, Beddgelert its Facts Fairies and Folklore, 1899, p 361-3)

Henry Thomas, Stamp, Beddgelert, cobbler, married Marsley, the third child of John Powell on 17 October 1782. Marsley was baptised 16 August 1743 in Ffestiniog, where her mother came from. (T Ceiri Griffith, Achau ac Ewyllysiau Teuluoedd De Sir Gaernarfon, 1989, [41])

The old Ty’n y coed cottage served as one of the earliest homes of Calvinistic Methodism in the parish. … Mr Hughes, a solicitor from Anglesey, and his wife, retired to Meillionen, and already identified with this youthful sect, … and offered Ty’n y Coed as a meeting place. The feeling against these “ Roundheads” or “fanatics” ran very high. … There was a wooden bridge below the cottage crossing a deep pool of the  Afon Colwyn. One night as they were returning home, one of the deacons felt something warning him against crossing the bridge. He persuaded all the others to go lower down river and cross by the river stones. Next morning they found that the plank had been sawn almost through on the lower side, and had they not followed the warning, they would have been either killed or drowned. 

(D E Jenkins, Beddgelert its Facts Fairies and Folklore, 1899, p 141-2)

1783
Richard Michael dispensed the sacrament of baptism by immersion for the first time in the county. (Atlas of Carnarfonshire, 1977, p 118)

1784 Thomas Charles of Bala joined the Methodists; in 1789 he started organising Sunday Schools; he helped found the British and Foreign Bible Society and provided much religious literature. (D Walker, ed., 1990, A History of the Church in Wales, p 113)

1784: “ About Religion I have made some enquiry … and find it lodged in the hands of the Methodists; as the greater clergy do not attend their duty, and the lesser neglect it … so no wonder that the people are gone over to Methodism” (John Byng, 1789, II, p 130) 

1786
“Extensive districts in the mountainous parts of North Wales were sunk in deepest ignorance. The number of those who could read was very few, and equally few were those who had the word of God in their houses. … Dr Thomas Charles established Sabbath and night schools for the sake of those who were too much engaged or too poor to avail themselves of the day schools.


(W Williams, 1884, Welsh Calvinistic Methodism,  p 168)

1786 The William Wynne Charity: By will he gave a rent charge of £2-13-0d p.a. to purchase six white cloth coats for the poorest men of the Parish, And for bread to the same and 10/- for a sermon.

The sum of £2-13-0 is annually distributed by the tenant of a farm called Ffridd, in the parish of Bedd Celert, now (1962) the property of Mr William Bulkeley Owen, in six cloth gowns, at Christmas, and two penny loaves every other Sunday, to the some poor men, and for 10/- for a sermon, as directed by the donor.

By Orders of Commissioners of 19 July 1927 the rent-charge on the property was redeemed and the income amounting to £2 13-0 annually is now received from the sum of £54 2½% Consolidated Stock and £52 like stock held by the Official Custodian for Charities in trust for the Charity.

Any enquiry regarding the sum of 10/- for a sermon should be addressed to the Representative Body of the Church in Wales. (GAS, Beddgelert Vestry Books, 1963)

1787 Feb 16: Inquiries re Governor’s of the Queen Anne Bounty prior to augmenting the living of Bethkelert, Deanery of Efionydd.

1. Perpetual Curacy in the Patronage of Rev. Zaccheus Hughes of Havodgregog, parish of Bethkelert.

2. Bethkelert is a parish of itself. Llanfrothen has (time out of mind) been held in conjunction with Beddcelert not from any --- order but from --- chance of interest. It is a small Rectory, one never augmented by any Bounty of gift whatever.

3. Service every Sunday at 9 & 12 in the forenoon, alternately throughout the year and on hollidays and in Lent by the Rev. John Thomas, Rector of Llanfrothen, Merionethshire.

4. Bethkelert - is in the nomination of the Bishop who duly appointed and licensed the present Curate.

5. Yearly value - The Patron pays the Curate £8 per annum only and under a Purchase of Queen Ann’s Bounty in the county of Anglesey about 22? years ago, £20 a year more is added thereto. (Governors purchased with £400) Also ten shillings for a Sermon every first Sunday in Lent issuing out of a Tenement called Ffridd in the said  parish.  The surplice fees owing to so many Itinerant sectaries are now become very trifling and uncertain. There are no Easter dues or any manner of tythe to the Curate. The tythes are all claimed and received by the Patron and worth about £80. (Rep. Body of the Church in Wales / QAB / B5335).

Many churches were poor and many were repaired during the eighteenth century, but much of this has been forgotten  because the gothic revivalists of the nineteenth century swept it almost all away. The Queen Anne Bounty, as well as augmenting the value of many poor parishes, provided the means for church restoration. 

A church is designed as a setting for the liturgy, and changes in design reflect the changes in understanding of that liturgy from age to age. The Prayer Book services and the usually long sermons were meant to be heard, and so the men of the seventeenth and eighteenth century  designed or adapted their churches accordingly. …The nave was filled with large box-type pews which gave some protection from the elements in churches  which were generally unheated. The pews were dominated by the pulpit. … The chancel was used as a communion aisle to which the faithful were bidden to draw near with faith on the infrequent occasions when the holy communion was administered. If extra accommodation was required, a gallery was built. The altar table was generally small and always undecorated.

(D Walker, ed., 1990, A History of the Church in Wales, p 114-15)

In the eighteenth century Bangor was the only Welsh diocese where all the clergy were ordained.  …“As the century went forward, many clergy assumed the status of gentry. Their style of life changed, their standing in the county was enhanced … and they developed a culture which was a good deal more civilised, not only than that of their rustic predecessors but than anything that could have been understood by the more boorish country gentlemen of the past”. (D Walker, ed., 1990, A History of the Church in Wales, p 116-17)

The bishops of the period performed their office according to the ideas of the day, though many of them stayed but briefly in their Welsh dioceses. They were required to attend the House of Lords and therefore could only visit their dioceses in the recess. Even in the summer months travel was difficult. (D Walker, ed., 1990, A History of the Church in Wales, p 118)

An 18th century (from its style) door was inserted into the north wall of the nave; it is now blocked and converted into a window. (GAT: Gazetteer of Churches in Gwynedd 1994/5). This may have been a doorway to gain entry to the west gallery / school post 1830, or it may have been modified from a medieval doorway matching that leading to the cloisters from the south side of the nave.

1790 : Thomas Pennant visiting the church described it as " small, yet the loftiest in Snowdonia. The roof is neat and there remains some very pretty fretwork ...". (Pennant, Tours in Wales, Vol II, 1810, p 354-7)

1790s: “This Celert or Cilert must, in all probability, have been some sort of old monk or saint of that name who was interred here, and was either the first founder of the church, or one to whose memory it was dedicated, if it was built after his time.”

(William Williams of Llandegai, written 1790s, pub.1802, Observations on the Snowdon Mountains p 46)

1792: It was “common to see thousands assembling to hear a plain man expound the scriptures on the hills, without any other shelter than the azure canopy of heaven (and return home) … chanting hymns of praise”. (Revd John Evans, 1972, A Tour Through Part of North Wales, p 412)

1793 Sept 24 In Bangor. John Thomas was appointed curate of Beddcelert.

(NLW Church in Wales, Bangor, Bishops Mandate for the General Visitation 1793)

1793:
Moriah Chapel was established in Caernarfon, and became known as the Jumpers chapel. The name Jumpers was first used in 1763 near Carmarthen, South Wales.

Before 1800 many places in Caernarfonshire were experiencing revival. 

1794
The first Calvinistic Methodist chapel was built in Beddgelert, having previously met in Pen y Bont Uchaf, now part of Prince Llewelyn Hotel. (Also known as Pen y bont Fawr), The land was leased after William Williams, Fridd Uchaf, asked Sir Robert Williams of Plas y Nant for a plot of land, thus securing Sir Robert votes in the Caernarfon County election. … It was  a small building, measuring some twenty-four by twenty-one feet, with only two pews, one on each side of the pulpit, and some benches along the walls. The families, one by one, began to bring benches of their own, and took possession of the place where they set them down.  One can well imagine the need of such benches when people were expected to hold out a service seldom shorter than three hours. The floor was neither flagged nor boarded, and the earthen floor was exceedingly damp, so that the people spread a thick layer of straw and bulrushes to prevent the formation of mud under their feet. … The chapel was enlarged in 1826 and again in 1859. (D E Jenkins, 1899, Beddgelert its Facts Fairies and Folklore, p 29-30, 50)

It was one of the most eastern of the pre 1800 chapels. (Atlas of Caernarfonshire, 1977, p117)

Services were afterwards held with some regularity, and advantage was taken of the itinerant preachers who supplied for the Sundays, by holding the weekly fellowship meetings on Saturday evenings when all work was finished for the week. The church progressed in every way, until the European unrest, created by the Napoleonic wars, brought about a reaction. The high prices of agricultural produce, and the flourishing condition of mining and quarrying industry, made the people so flush, and made riot and drunkenness so common, that the modest Christians were afraid to assert themselves.

Around this time the Wesleyans tried what they could do to stem the current, holding services at Ty Mawr and Cwm Cloch - but they ultimately withdrew before 1815.

(D E Jenkins, 1899, Beddgelert its Facts Fairies and Folklore, p 363-4)

 An excellent old deacon with the Calvinistic Methodists, by the name of Richard Roberts, lived at Caer y Gors for many years. A story is related of a prayer meeting held in this house in his time, that shows the inherent love of propriety, which is so characteristic of the inhabitants of this parish. The various houses of the parish used to take the prayer meeting in turns, and one night, when the turn of Caer y Gors came round, they happened to have a friend staying with them, and the leader asked him to take part, which he did. His prayer was so full of commands, and his tone so imperative, that one of the old characters present at the meeting said after coming out, “ Do you know what, lads? If I were the Almighty, I would choke that fellow for ordering me about in that fashion”.

(D E Jenkins, 1899, Beddgelert its Facts Fairies and Folklore, p 152)

Richard Roberts of Caer Gors, 1785-1858. (T Ceiri Griffith, Achau ac Ewyllysiau Teuluoedd De Sir Gaernarfon, 1989, [106])

1797 June 27: Manor of Nanhwynan: The Court Leet and view of Frankpledge and Court Baron of Sir Robert Williams, Baronet, held and kept at the dwelling house of William Williams situate in the village of Beddgelert in and for the said Manor on Tuesday 27th day of June 1797. Before O A Poole, steward.

The names & addresses of 12 members of the Grand Jury who were sworn in.

The names & addresses of the rest of the 19 homage’s summoned to appear at this Court. (NLW MS 7854A)

Court Leet also met in 1800,1801, 1802, 1803, 1805, 1807, 1809, 1812, 1820 & 1827.

(These also included tenants from Nantcall and Rhyd y Felin, once part of the Aberconwy Cistercian granges, as was Nanhwynan. This gathering did not involve the area of Eifionydd, where the parish church is situated, and was not a parish meeting.)

1798: Beddgelert - the houses were few and irregular, but the church one of the neatest I had seen. In the church-yard, amongst many Welsh epitaphs I found an English one on the tomb of an Alice Griffith. … He also records a tradition about the greyhound Killhart. (Rev J Bingley, A Tour round North Wales, pub 1800, p 359)

1799:
An arrogant sneering young man wrote that the “nasty” inn at Beddgelert “gave him the moaps, vapours or blue devils”, and where he “could get no supper, for the souced Methodist Preacher … drew the bowels of the whole village about him in an adjoining mansion for the purpose of saving their conscience from being made the devils looking glasses”. (Robert Ker Porter, NLW Ms 12165B, pp 2, 15, 27 and 45)

Late 1700s-Early 1800s
About two hundred yards below Pont Wenallt, (on the north side of Llyn Gwynant) is a little nook behind two slender ash trees, in which a host of birds shelter over night. It is a hollow place, not unlike a cave, made of huge fallen stones, naturally wedged together, having a ledge two feet deep, right in its centre. This place is called “ Pwlpud John Thomas” after one of the early ministers of the Calvinistic Methodists. John Thomas lived at Llanberis, and was the founder of the cause now worshipping at Capel Coch. He was timid and of a melancholy temperament, but he was most earnest and hard working. Many a good story is still told about him. He preached at this spot to the people of the valley, long before they gave thought to the idea that it was a long way to the village, and even before periodical services were arranged for in the various farmhouses of this part.

(D E Jenkins, Beddgelert Its Facts, Fairies and Folklore, 1899, p 279)

Early 19th century: The south part of Betws Garmon parish from Drws y coed to the summit of Snowdon, was given to Beddgelert parish. (C A Gresham, Eifionydd, 1973)

1800-1806
William Cleaver was bishop of Bangor. He was a non resident, non Welsh speaker, and had an undistinguished episcopate.

1800 - 1863 : The Beddgelert clergy were now licensed as perpetual curates, not as curates. (A I Pryce)

1802 Oct 28 : Robert Evans, B.A. Cantab., Deacon of Beddgelert & Llanfrothen curacy. (A I Pryce, 1929, Diocese of Bangor during three Centuries p 121)

1802 " The ground on the south side of the church seems to have been the spot whereon stood the buildings which the monks formerly inhabited: and we may discover two or three arched doors, now closed up on that side of the church through which these religious persons probably entered when they went to their devotions". (William Williams, pub.1802, Observations on the Snowdon Mountains p 46-7)

1803 John Thomas (Llanfrothen) Surrogate Accounts. (NLW Church in Wales B/SUR/225)

1804
The Diocesan Tract Society was founded to issue pamphlets in Welsh by competent scholars on religious topics. (A H Dodd, 1968, A History of Caernarvonshire 1284 - 1900, p 346)

1804 Oct 26: Beddgelert Perpetual Curacy - William Williams on the cession  of Robert Evans. (A I Pryce, 1929, Diocese of Bangor during three Centuries p 49)



1804 Oct 26 : William Williams M.A. was licensed to Beddgelert perpetual curacy following the natural death of John Thomas, clerk. (NLW Church in Wales B/P/1225)

1804 A new Rectory was built in Llanfrothen.

1805 - 1814 William Williams (Llanfrothen) Surrogate Accounts. [60 enclosures] (NLW Church in Wales B/SUR/235)

c1804
Hafod y Rhisgl is an old farmhouse, dear to the hearts of all people in Nant Gwynen, as one of the earliest homes of the Gospel in these parts. When the houses of upper Nant Gwynen were occupied, a Sabbath School was regularly kept here, many years before Bethania was first built (1825), and very many years afterwards. The man who thus provided for the moral improvement of the people was William Williams, the man who exchanged his vote for permission to build the Methodist Chapel in the village (1794). He removed here from Ffridd (uchaf), Nant Colwyn, in 1804, and from that day his house has been one of the most hospitable; for he left a son, Owen, who has left a son, Robert, to carry on the traditions. The itinerant ministers of the Calvinistic Methodists found it an ever open house, both for themselves and the people who crowded to listen to him. … “W. W. 1800” was formerly inscribed on an old rafter in the hayloft, suggesting that William Williams farmed Hafod y Rhisgl four years before  he removed to live here. 

(D E Jenkins, Beddgelert Its Facts, Fairies and Folklore, 1899, p 286-7)

William Williams 
1758-1825 of Fridd Uchaf & Hafod y Rhisc

Owen Williams 
1805-

Robert Williams 
1849-1928 of Hafod y Rhisgl. 

(T Ceiri Griffith, Achau ac Ewyllysiau Teuluoedd De Sir Gaernarfon, 1989, [75])

1805 :
 Revd W F Mavor, after leaving Beddgelert, and being deterred by the weather from climbing Snowdon, saw “a number of persons pouring from the hills in every direction”, followed them and attended a service in “a hovel” led by a venerable looking man who impressed Mavor with the manner of his preaching which commanded the attention of his large audience, and was delivered with “ fervour and fluency”. Mavor thought there was no Jumping because it was too crowded. He acknowledged the influence of the preacher and could understand that the devotional element appealed better than the Anglican form which could learn much from Methodism.  (Revd W F Mavor, 1805, p 88, 101-2, quoted in Howell Williams, P., The Causes and Effects of Tourism in North Wales 1750-1850, unpub. Ph.D. University of Wales thesis, 2 vols, v2, Chapter 5, Curiouser and Curiouser, pp 390-490)

1806 : Beth or Beddgelert parish church is dedicated to a saint Kelert, who by the name seems to have been buried here. Who this Kelert was I cannot find, but his name is only registered amongst  the patron saints. There is another church dedicated to him in Carmarthenshire. 
... It had the tithes of the several parishes of Lanfair is gaer, Abereirch, Dolwyddelen, Llanfihangell y Pennant and Ceidio in Lleyn and Llanidan in Mona, towards its maintenance. How comfortably and securely must those monks have lived, having so rich a revenue for their support. 

(William Williams, A Survey of the Ancient and Present State of the County  of Caernarvonshire, 1806, in TCHS, 1978, p122)

NOTE: Beddgelert never had the tithes of Ceidio, a former grange of the Cistercian Cymer Abbey.

1806 At Bethkelert under Snowdon, now a mean village, was a priory of black canons, the oldest foundation in Wales except Bardsey, or Bangor, now the property of earl Radnor, valued at £70 per annum. [Tanner 703.705; Pennant II, 176] (William Camden : Britannia; ed Richard Gough, 1806, p185). However by 1806 the patronage had passed to the Wynn family of Hafodgregog in Bedgelert parish.

1807-1809
John Randolph was bishop of Bangor. He was a Non Welsh speaker with an  undistinguished episcopate.

1808 Feb 15: William Williams, Clerk, B A, Rector of Llanfrothen co Merioneth and perpetual curate of Beddgelert, co Carnarvon, notifies the Bishop he is discharged from residence in Beddgelert as he resides in Llanfrothen., therefore there is no house of residence in Beddgelert. Notification of discharge from residence. (NLW Church in Wales, B/NR/17)

1808
Beddgelert. Bishop’s Visitation Questions and Answers. Wardens’ replies.

i. Concerning the Clergy
1.
Our Minister leads a religious and exemplary life, as far as we know or we have heard.

2.
He does not abide upon his cure as there is no house belonging to it but resides at his seat in the parish of Llanfrothen distance 5 miles.

3.
He uses the Morning Service only every Lord’s Day and uses prayers on some of the Feast days.

4.
He does preach every Lord’s Day.

5.
He does administer the Holy Communion at Christmas, Easter, Whitsuntide And at what other times? Every other two months at the farthest.

6.
Baptism at the font- he does. When private baptism is required ……….

7.
Catechism. Before confirmation he does (instruct) but at no other times.

8.
Does not marry (unlawfully).

9.
Does prayer for sick etc - as far as we can judge.

10.
Performs all duties - as far as we know.

11.
Perambulation on Rogation Days to view the limits and bounds of the parish? No such thing has taken place of late years.

ii. Concerning the Parishioners


1. Are there common swearers, blasphemers, drunkards, adulterers etc in the parish?

We believe not.

2. Are there any who commonly absent themselves from all public worship on the Lord’s Day; or who use unlawful pastimes, keep open shop, follow their ordinary labour etc… Not to the best of our knowledge.

3. Do all the parishioners behave themselves decently and reverently in the church ?

The behaviour of parishioners in Church is such as becometh Christians. 

4. Are there parents, masters, who do not bring their children / servants to church to be instructed in the catechism / confirmed? Not as far as we know.

5. Are there any married women … who neglect the appointed thanksgiving after child-birth? We believe not.

6. Are there any who refuse to pay their rates towards repairs of the church etc.? No.

iii Concerning Church Wardens, Parish Clerks, Sextons. 

1. Are the church wardens chosen every year in Easter week ... One by the Minister and the other by the parishioners? They are.

2. Do they take care that no misbehaviour … be committed in church? We do.

3. Do they provide sufficient quantity of bread and wine at communion, at the charge of the parish? We do.

4. Have the former church wardens given a just account of … money received and paid? Are the church wardens accounts kept in a book provided …? They have and their accounts are regularly kept.

5. Have you a parish clerk, aged 20 years at least, of a honest and sober life, able and careful to perform his duty in reading, writing and singing? And are his wages paid to him? We have, and his wages are punctually paid him.

6. Doth the sexton, or person who officiates as such, toll and ring the bell, open and shut the doors at the usual and proper hours, and keep the church always clean and decent? We have no sexton  but the clerk does .

iv. Concerning ecclesiastical officers

1. Hath any ecclesiastical officer … taken or demanded undue and unreasonable fees? Not to the best of our knowledge.

2. Do you know of any wills … not proved etc? We do not.

v. Concerning Schools, hospitals, benefactions & charities

1.What schools are there in your parish? There was a public school in the parish until 12 May 1808. He was not licensed but of abilities and good ?life.

2. Is there any free school…? We have no free school, hospital or almshouse. 

3. Have you an account of benefactions? We have not such benefactions.

4. Is the money given at the Offertory disposed of to pious and charitable uses by the joint consent of the minister and church wardens? For the use of the poor.

5. Have you any parochial liberty …? We have not.

vi. Concerning Churches and chapels: the Fabrick, furniture and ornaments thereunto belonging:


1. Is your church in good and sufficient repair? The church is in decent repair, and all that belongs to it is kept in such a manner as becometh the House of God.

2. Has any part … been taken down  … and disposed of? No.

3. Have any Pews been altered, tombs or monuments erected with permission? Not as far as we know.

4. Is there in your church … a font of stone for the administration of Baptism? Is there … a decent communion table … with a fair linen cloth? Have you a decent cup with cover, one or more flagons, and a paten or plate proper for the celebration of the holy communion? There is a decent table covered with a red cloth and when the Sacrament is administered with a white cloth and another cloth to cover the Elements and a cup without a cover and a Paten and all kept clean.

5.Have you a convenient reading desk, pulpit, large bible, prayer bookin English and Welsh? Have you the books of homilies… a printed table of the degrees in which marriage is prohibited? We have the Bible and Common Prayer in Welch, we have no book of Homilies but we have a paper hung up of the degrees in which marriage is prohibited.

6.Have you a decent surplice and proper hood for the Minister when he officiates? We have a surplice, but no hood, which is kept clean.

7. Have you a register book of parchment … christenings, burials and marriages? We have a book of parchment as the Cannon requires and the names of all that are Christened are entered and a Register of Marriages as the Law requires, and returns of which are yearly made into the Bishop’s office.

8. Have you a book listing strangers who preach at your church? No.

9. Have you a note of all books, goods, ornaments, utensils, belonging to your church and parish? Have you a strong chest or cupboard with locks and keys, wherein all things proper to be so kept are carefully laid up? We have not, but we have a ?cupboard with locks and keys where all things are properly kept.

10. Have you a chest for alms, with three locks and keys? We have. 

11.Have you a bier and a black hearse cloth for burial of the dead? We have.

12. Is your church kept free from all improper uses? It is.

13. Is there any chapel within your parish of which there is no church warden? No.

14. Are the several church-ways preserved and kept as they ought to be? They are.

Vii Concerning Churchyards. Houses, Glebe, tithes and other dues belonging to the church:

1. Is your church yard well fenced …decently kept? Any encroachments? Have any trees been cut down? The churchyard is well fenced and decently kept and no encroachment have been made, and no trees of late have been cut down.

2. Is the house belonging to your Minister … in good repair? There is no house belonging to the Minister.

3. Have any monies been left … for repairing the incumbent’s house? Not so employed.

4. Have you a copy of the accounts and Terrier? We have and a duplicate had been sent to Bangor and no augmentation hath taken place since was done.

5. Have any houses / lands been taken away from the Minister…? Not to the best of our knowledge.

Wardens - Pierce Roberts and Richard Edmwnd.

(NLW Church in Wales, B/QA/15 & 16 Beddgelert 1808)

1808
The Undenominational British and Foreign Bible Society was founded.

Queen Anne’s Bounty (reigned 1702-1714)

Incumbents were required to contribute to Queen Anne’s Bounty, which by the nineteenth century had become a clerical charity assisting impoverished livings. The taxes, known as “first fruits” and “tenths” dated back to medieval times, when they were paid to the papacy; they reverted to the crown at the Reformation and remained at the level of the valuation made during the reign of Henry VIII. The “first fruits” was a tax which at one time had represented the annual value of the vicarage, and was paid within a few years of appointment, and the “tenths” was a annual tax, which once represented a tithe on the annual income. In 1704, Queen Anne, her High Church conscience suitably troubled by her spiritual advisers, as an Act of Royal Bounty, gave up this source of revenue and returned the payments to Trustees of the Church to administer for the augmentation of poor livings. 

It achieved this in two ways. Firstly, if a benefactor granted £200 or more to a parish under a certain income, then the Bounty would meet it with an equivalent sum, in “lots” of £200. Secondly, any monies left over were awarded by lot to the poorest parishes, starting with those originally of under £10 in value. 

At first the grant was required to be invested in land, but in later years its role was extended to assisting clergymen in building parsonages houses, the lack of which was a main reason for non-residence, and this was further extended to the supervision of the dilapidation arrangements for parsonages.  (R L Brown, The Effects of Queen Anne’s Bounty … ; Montgomery Collections 88, 1998, p97; Valor Ecclesiasticus)

1808: (NLW Church in Wales/B/Beddgelert Terrier 71 - very faded)  .... all things belonging to the Impropriation of Beddgelert in the county of Carnarfon with the tythes.

June 1808 .... visitation of Lord Bishop. There is .... tenement called Ucheldre in the parish of Llanfflewin in the Isle of Anglesey ... purchased for £400 with Queen Anne Bounty being 400 acres. William Williams clerk; Pierce Roberts, Richard Edmond church wardens, Robert Williams. 6 June 1808.

Ucheldref Uchaf, Llanfflewin parish, Anglesey. (Llangefni Record Office)

Land Tax Assessment

1753-1773: tenant Hugh Williams - rent £2-1s - 6d falling to £1-10s - 6d.

1778 - Two deeds concerning Ucheldre may be relevant, but have not been seen.

(Llangefni Record Office X / Poole / 5682 and X / Poole / 3604)

Land Tax Assessment

1788-1797: Two Ucheldref Uchaf properties are listed. 


       Owner John Thomas. Tenant John Hughes. Rent £1- 0s - 4d.

1805-6
     : Owner Rev William Williams, parish vicar ( ?of Beddgelert)


        Tenant Thomas Rowlands, rent £1 - 0s - 4d.

1812-14    : not included in shorter list of properties in the parish.

1842 Tithe map & Schedule for Llanfflewin parish, Anglesey. (Llangefni Record Office)

Ucheldref Uchaf: No 13 on plan. 77 acres, 1 rood, 13 perches; Rent charge £8 -1s 0d.

Owner: Beddgelert Incumbancy; tenant Elizabeth Parry.

*1896: Thomas Rowlands aged 82; death certificate (Llangefni Record Office, WM / 1611 / 6)

c1798: Ucheldre Uchaf tenants - Thomas Rowlands of Plas Uchaf, Llanwenllwyfo, married Elizabeth Parry of Tregynrhig, Llanbadrig on 7 Feb 1796. They had eight children the youngest, whose death certificate is here recorded*, took over after his mother’s death and was succeeded by his son Hugh. ( Llew Williams, 2004 family history, Llewwilliams@btinternet.com)

Second Ucheldref Uchaf

(Llangefni Record Office, Land Tax Assessments)

1788-1794
: Owner Henry Williams, tenant William Williams; rent £1-0s - 4d.

1795- 1806
: As above. Property now named Ty’n y Buarth, except in 1797 when it is called Ucheldref Uchaf.

1812-14    
: not included in shorter list of properties in the parish.

1842 Tithe map & Schedule for Llanfflewin parish, Anglesey. (Llangefni Record Office)

Ty’n y Buarth: No 14 in plan. 52 acres 3 rood 0 perch. Rent charge £7-13s -0d.

Owner - The Revd Evan Williams, tenant - William Williams.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

1808: June 9: A copy of Beddgelert Terrier. (NLW Church in Wales/B/Terrier 71 & 73)

A true and perfect Terrier of all things belonging to the Impropriation of Beddgelert in the county of Carnarvonshire with the tythes, Modus and compositions appertaining to the same exhibited the ninth day of June 1808 at the Primary Visitation of John, Lord Bishop of Bangor.

There is a tenement called Ucheldre Uchaf in the parish of Llanfflewin in Anglesea purchased for £400 set at fifty pounds a year purchased with Queen Anne Bounty. There are four hundred pounds more but no purchase made as yet. 


All the corn tythe is paid in kind, also hemp, lambs, flax, kids, pigs and geese. Wool is tythed by the tenth fleece or pound, for every milked cow three half pence, for a milked heifer one penny, for hay every tenement pays four pence ....


William Williams clerk; Pierce Roberts, Richard Edmond church wardens, Robert Williams. 
6 June 1808.

1809-1811: Travelling around Caernarvonshire, Hyde Hall found few churches which were not wanting repair.  Beddgelart: The church is a small building. Of which the east window is prettily divided into three lancet-shaped compartments. Here is no parsonage house, and the service is performed by the same gentleman who attends at Llanfrothen in Merionethshire. … Before the Reformation a priory, richly endowed, was established here, and to it belonged the great tithes of Llanfair is Gaer, Abereirch, Dolwyddelan, Llanfihangell Pennant, Ceidio, and Llaneidan in Anglesey.  (E Hyde Hall, A Description of Caernarfonshire 1809-1811, ed E G Jones, C. H. S., 1952, p 227)  (Note - Ceidio was part of Cymmer Abbey, not Beddgelert priory) 

1809-1830
Henry William Majendie was bishop of Bangor, he was a non Welsh speaker.

1810
He brought to Bangor a young clergyman, J H Cotton, who in 1833 became Dean, learnt Welsh, fostered hymn singing in Welsh and was involved with elementary education. (A H Dodd, 1868, A History of Caernarvonshire, p 347, 348)

1810: Ellis Jones, Hafod y Porth loaned £25 & John Williams, Garddlygad y dydd loaned £20 for the use of the parish. Repaid in 1819. (GAS, Beddgelert Vestry Book)

1810 Nov. Robert Williams, Dinas y Moch for keeping a bastard child for one year: £4-5-0d. (GAS, Beddgelert Vestry Book)

1810 : " The church is small , yet the loftiest in Snowdonia. The east window consists of three narrow slips. The roof is very neat; and there is some very pretty fret-work. A side chapel is supported by two neat pillars, and gothic arches. I could discover no tombs, nor anything worth transcribing, but the following epitaph: 

Infra jacet Evani Lloyd, de / Hafod Lwyfog, Armigeri, qui / Inhumatus fuit paterno et avito/Tumulo. sextio die Idus Maiae./A.D. 1678. Annos Natus 72. [Visible now as 71]

This church had been conventual, belonging to a priory of Augustines, dedicated to St Mary. There is reason to suppose they might have been of that class which was called Gilbertines, and consisted of both men and women, who lived under the same roof, but strictly separated from each other by a wall; as I discovered a piece of ground near the church, called Dol y Lleian, or the meadow of the Nun. 

(Pennant, Tours in Wales, Vol II, 1810, p 354-7)

... Tanner ascribes it to our last prince, but ... a charter for certain lands bestowed on it by Llewelyn the Great [Rymer, ii, 316] who began his reign in 1194.

...Dafydd ap Llewelyn bestowed on it some lands in Pennant Gwernogan, belonging to Tudor ap Madoc, to which the prince had no right. This occasioned a suit between the sons of Tudor and Philip, prior of the house, before William de Grandison and R de Stanedon at Caernarvon, when the verdict was given against the convent. [Sebright mss] 

The prior had for his support the grange of Llecheidior and part of a mill, the grange of Fentidilt and village of Gwehelyn, the grange of Tre'rbeirdd, one plough land and a certain share of bees. [wax for mass candles]

The prior had besides, an allowance of 50 cows and 22 sheep. The expenses of the house must have been large. It lay on the great road from England and West Wales into North Wales, and from Ireland and North Wales into England

... 1283 - suffered a casual fire ... Edward I repaired all the damages

...1286 bishop Anian, for the encouragement of other benefactors, remitted to all such who were truly repentant of their sins, forty days of any penance inflicted on them [Rymer, ii, 317]

1535 : it was bestowed by Henry VIII on the abbey of Chertsey in Surrey; and in 1537 it was given with the last as an appertenance to that of Bisham in Berkshire. [Dugdale Monast. iii, 21]

On the dissolution, the king gave to the family of the Bodvels, all the lands in Caernarvonshire which belonged to this priory; and all those in Anglesey, to that of the Prydderchs, except the township of Tre'rbeirdd. [Rowland's MSS] 

(Pennant, Tours in Wales, Vol II, 1810, p 354-7)



NOTE: Documents now available indicate that parts of the above are not accurate.

1810
St Mary’s Church Beddgelert - The nave and chancel are one, two arches with clustered columns, which formerly led to the south (sic, should read north) transept, that side now occupied by an aisle that runs the whole length of the church. Within the two arches there is a place at the east end of the aisle enclosed by what appears to have been the screen that once separated the nave and the chancel. (Crossley F H, Welsh Screens & Lofts, Arch. Camb., 1944-45, p 87)

1811: (NLW, Church in Wales/ B/Terrier 72)


A true terrier of all the tythes and moduses, profit and rights belonging to the Impropriation of Beddgelert in the Diocese of Bangor exhibited at the Primary Visitation of Henry William, Lord Bishop of Bangor, August 9, 1811.


Imprimis, there is a tenement called Ucheldre in the parish of Llanfflewin in Anglesea set at fifty pounds a year purchased with Queen Anne Bounty. There are four hundred pounds more but no purchase made as yet. 


All the corn tythe is paid in kind, also hemp, flax, lambs, kids, pigs and geese. Wool is also tythed by the tenth fleece or pound, for every milked cow three half pence, for a milked heifer one penny, for hay every tenement pays four pence ....

William Williams, minister. Elias Jones & John Williams church wardens; 

David Prichard, Henry Williams, Richard Evans, inhabitants.

1811
Bishop’s Visitation Questionnaire. Clergy return by Rev William Williams.

1.
Extent of parishes may be near to 12 miles, it consists of three hamlets or townships, the Church is conveniently situated but is not in the centre of the parish.

2.
Families. The number of families may be about 200. There is no family of note in the parish. The number of souls about 600 more or less as I have not seen the account of the population this year.

3.
Papists. Not one.

4.
Dissenters, Methodists etc.
I believe there are no Dissenters but a great many Methodists followers of Whitfield and Wesley, whether they increase or diminish is more than I can appertain, they have a licensed place of Worship within the parish but no resident Teacher.

5.
Divine Service. Once every Sunday in the Welsh language, the Sacrament is administered on the great Festivals and not punctually on every first Sunday of the month, the number of communicants about fifteen or more, the money collected goes towards the relief of the poor.

6.
Provision for Instruction of Youth in Religion - catechising or teaching- None whatever.

7.
Schools. There is a public school I do not know the number of children taught, and the Methodists have a Sunday school which is well attended.

8.
Benefactions for the repair of the church etc. None to the best of my knowledge.

9.
I serve in my own cure but I do not reside within the Parish but at a distance of six miles at another cure.

10.
Terrier etc. I have seen a Terrier and a Duplicate is sent to Bangor, the Register Book is duly kept in my own house and a copy is sent annually on parchment to the office as the Canon requires.

( NLW Church in Wales, B/QA/19 Vol1 (past middle) 1818)

1811: Beddgelert. Bishop’s Visitation Questions & Answers. Abstract of Answers. 

Service only on Sunday mornings. Sacraments not punctually on the first Sunday of every month. Why not? Few communicants. No Sunday school for the church. 

Revd William Williams.  (NLW Church in Wales, B/QA/21 p 10, Beddgelert)

1811
The Calvinistic Methodists (in 2003 now called the Presbyterian Church of Wales) left the Anglican church.

1812 : Feb 17: William Williams : Notification of discharge from residence (NLW Church in Wales/ B/NR/18)

1812 : ...the small village of Beddgelert. Here was once a priory, dedicated to St Mary, for the monks of the Augustine order  .... probably the most ancient monastic institution in North Wales ...[ with the story of Gelert & Llywelyn ap Iorwerth]. 

(Rev J Evans, Beauties of England and Wales : North Wales p 405)

c1812 Sept 19: Whereas the Governors of the Bounty of Queen Anne for the augmentation of the maintenance of the poor clergy did in the years 1741-1757 augment by Lot the curacy of Bethkelert in the county of Carnarvon and Diocese of Bangor with two sums of £200 each out of the royal Bounty for which a purchase has been made,  and again by Lot in the year 1787 and 1790, and with two … Penmon curacy and Llanfaes curacy … to be laid out for the perpetual augmentation of the said livings respectively and whereas an Estate situate in the parish of Clynnog on the county of Carnarvonshire is proposed to be purchased for the purposes aforesaid …

1. Llwynbedw Uchaf, 8 miles from Beddgelert, 23 miles from Llanfaes & Penmon.

2. Estate is freehold.

3. The estate consists of a farmhouse, barn, cow house, stable and lands which have been impartially divided by us between the cures of Beddgelert, Llanfaes and Penmon as appears on the maps hereunto annexed (NOT in the file)

- to and for the cure of Beddgelert by Map No 1 hereunto annexed 

No 1, buildings, court and garden, - 0 acres 0 roods  29 perches, 

No 2, one field arable called Cae’r ty - 2a 2r 32p,

No 3, one field arable & meadows called Cae Llwyn helig issa - 3a 0r 13p,

No 4, one field arable called Caehelig ichaf - 3a 0r 18p, 

No 5, one field arable, close, meadow, called Gwaen y cae eithin 4a 0r 14p, 

& one field pasture called cae eithin 13a 0r 3p. Total 28a 3r 2p.

Agreement signed by William Williams, Curate of Beddgelert.

The buildings & fences are not in very good repair, but ye Rents (?tenants), under a new letting must & will engage to repair them. (Rep body of the Church in Wales, QAB / B51)

1813: The Rose Act was passed ordering each parish to separately register baptisms, weddings and burials in specially bound books.

1813 Abstract of the Title of Hugh Evans Esq for a certain messuage, tenement & lands called Llwyn Bedw uchaf, parish of Clynnog county of Carnarvon  township of Clynnog and Pennarth co Carnarvon - Llwyn Bedw & Y Llwyn helig from 1677-1813. ( very fat document full of details)

1760 Marriage of 1. Charles Evans (eldest son & heir of William Evans, late of Vaenol, and Margaret Evans of Porthlongdu, co Anglesey, widow);

2. With Elizabeth Lewis, of Carnarvon, spinster, only daughter & heir of Hugh Lewis, late of Pontnewydd;

3. Hugh Griffith, Brynodol, co C & Robert Lloyd, Tregaian, co Anglesey;

4. William Williams Glanrafon, Carnarvon, co C & Robert Highes, Plas Coch co Anglesey;

5. Elizabeth Williams, late of Ty Fry, co Anglesey, now of Carnarvon, widow & grandmother of Elizabeth Lewis. 

1809 May 6 Hugh Evans. Attested copy of re-conveyance of lands in the parish of Clynnog, co Caernarfon. 

1814 Indenture between Hugh Evans, Henblas, co Anglesey, only surviving son of Charles Evans. Late of Trefeilir, Co Anglesey, Esq, decd, by Elizabeth his wife, now decd, - long list of lands they owned. (Rep Body of the Church in Wales, QAB/ B51)

1813 : Richard Pugh, B.A. appointed to Llanfrothen and to the perpetual curacy of Beddgelert; nominated by Samuel Priestley, Esq. on death of William Williams, 1 Nov 1813. (A I Pryce, 1929, Diocese of Bangor during three Centuries p 54; NLW, Church in Wales B/P/1225)

1814 Conveyance of part of Llwyn Bedw parish of Clynnog. Schedule goes back to 1677. (Rep Body of the Church in Wales QAB / B51/ 377, 378. 379 - a very long document.)

1814 May 26: Lease for a year of Llwyn Bedw (Uchaf) - gives field names;

1. Hugh Evans of Henblas. Co Anglesey, Esq;

2. Rev Richard Pugh, curate of Bedthekellert; Consideration 5/-; Occupier Owen Jones.

1814 May 26: Appointment of Bargain & Sale of Llwyn Bedw Uchaf for £400:

1. Henry Evans, Henblas, co Anglesey, Esq;

2. The Governors of the Queen Ann Bounty;

3. Rev Richard Pugh. ( Rep Body of the Church in Wales, QAB/B51)

1814: Beddgelert. Bishop’s Visitation Questions & Answers. Clergy returns. 

1. No material alteration in the number of families in the parish since last account.

2. No papists.

3. Dissenters, Separatists etc: There are no Dissenters etc but Methodists of the late Whitfield’s persuasion. About 24 of them attend their private Society, but great many more frequent their meetings. They are rather stationary. Their place of worship is licensed. They have a number of teachers who all come from other parishes, and assemble once on Sundays about one o’clock.

4. Divine Service is performed every Sunday and a sermon preached in Welch. There has been no alienation of accustomed duties. The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper is administered on the great Festivals and Easter Eve and about once in two months on other Sundays. About 40 communicants on Easter Day and the usual number on other Sundays about a dozen. There were one and Twenty on Whitsunday last. The number is rather stationary. There is an account in writing of their number, and also of the money offered in alms, which is distributed to the Poor.

5. On provision for the Instruction of Youth in Religion, but catechising or teaching.

6. There is no school present, excepting that of the Methodists, where there is about 20 children, but some children of this parish are sent to Llanfrothen school by those who can afford to pay for their instruction.

7. There is no benefaction for the repair of the church. There a re six flannel gowns distributed annually to the poor, and six two-penny loaves every fortnight. I think this benefaction is under the management of the Overseers & principal inhabitants and it is properly applied. One of the Wardens informed me that the church is in decent repair.

8. I serve my own cure which is united to the Rectory of lanfrothen, and reside in the Glebe house at Llanfrothen. The distance between the churches is five miles and a half. I have no assistant curate.

9. I have not yet seen a Terrier, but it is supposed that a Duplicate has been lodged in the Bishop’s Registry.

10. No perambulation has lately taken place, but the bounds of the parish are well known.

11. There is a Register Book of the above description carefully preserved, and a copy thereof annually returned to the office.  
Richard Pughe, P. curate of Beddgelert.

(NLW Church in Wales, B/QA/22 Beddgelert)

1815 
The end of  the Napoleonic War against France which since 1793 had impoverished the country resulting in great poverty.

1815 May 25: A Vestry meeting was held at Lowry Parry’s house. (In 2004 called Ty Isaf) (GAS, Beddgelert Vestry Books)

1817: A copy of Beddgelert Terrier.

A true and perfect Terrier of all things belonging to the Impropriation of Beddgelert in the county of Carnarvonshire with the tythes, Modus and compositions appertaining to the same exhibited the ninth day of June 1808 at the Primary Visitation of John, Lord Bishop of Bangor.

There is a tenement called Ucheldre Uchaf in the parish of Llanfflewin in Anglesea purchased for £400 set at fifty pounds a year purchased with Queen Anne Bounty. There are four hundred pounds more but no purchase made as yet. 


All the corn tythe is paid in kind, also hemp, lambs, flax, kids, pigs and geese. Wool is tythed by the tenth fleece or pound, for every milked cow three half pence, for a milked heifer one penny, for hay every tenement pays four pence ....


Since the above copy (1808) was drawn, another purchase has been made in the year 1814 with the above mentioned sum of £400 of Queen Anne's Bounty namely Llwynbedw uchaf situate in the parish of Clynnog in the county of Carnarvon, being a moiety of a tenement, and now let at £18 a year.

Minister: Richard Pughes; Church Wardens: Ellis Griffith, Robert Roberts.  Principal Inhabitants: Mark of Ellis Jones, David Prichard, Richard Evans, Rice Williams.


This copy was exhibited 26 August 1817 at the triennial visitation of Henry William (Majendie), Lord Bishop of Bangor.  (NLW Church in Wales/B/Terrier 73)

1817: Beddgelert. Bishop’s Visitation Questions & Answers. Clergy & Wardens returns. 

1. The parish of Beddgelert is about 10 miles long and three miles wide consisting of two townships and the church is situated within near a mile and a half of the centre.

2. The number of families if 151, none being of any note, and the last account of the population was 907.

3. There are no papists.

4. We have no Dissenters, but Methodists who are Whitfielders and few Wesleyans. Almost all the parishioners are and have been for some years of the former persuasion, tho’ many of them attend the church service, their numbers maybe said to be stationary. They have three places of worship and a considerable number of occasional Teachers, mostly residing out of the parish, perhaps not all licensed. I think only one chapel is licensed.

5. Divine Service is performed every Sunday in Welch and there has been no declination and a weekly service in Lent. The Sacrament is administered once in about two months. It is also administered on Good Friday, Easter Day, Low Easter, Whitsuntide and Christmas Day. The number of communicants is often under twenty, tho’ I have seen 31, an unusual number at Beddgelert. There is a collection at the Offertory, and the money is disposed of to the poor.

6. We have no provision for the instruction of youth.

7. We have no school of any description excepting three Sunday schools conducted by the peasants who are Methodists wherein the children are taught to read Welch and sometimes questions in the Scriptures. There are about forty children belonging to the village school, and fifteen each in the others. Unfortunately the schools are generally open during the time of church service.

8. We have no benefactions and all relief to the poor is two penny loaves every fortnight for six,  and six flannel gowns in the year, accruing out of a tenement called Ffridd in this parish. They are under the management of the Churchwardens and properly applied.

9. I serve my own cure without any assistant and am discharged from residing in the parish on account of my residence at Llanfrothen which hath been annexed to the other for time immemorial. The distance being about six miles, but on other private roads less by a mile and a half, and also that the duties of the two parishes are duly performed by me, no house of residence being sought at Beddgelert.

10. We have a Terrier but not ……… that the last duplicate is lodged in the Bishop’s registry. Also a Register book is kept in my own house and a copy thereof returned into the office. An iron chest we have not.
R Pughe, Minister.

(NLW Church in Wales, B/QA/24, vol 1, Beddgelert)

1817 August- 1820
The Beddgelert Revival - Calvinistic Methodists..

“ This revival is considered to be the most powerful ever experienced in Wales, unless it was the Methodist Revival in its first phases.” “One of the most powerful visitations ever experienced in the North (of Wales).” True religion had been at a low ebb at Beddgelert for some time before 1817. … “One of the outstanding characteristics of the Beddgelert Revival was that the preaching of the gospel had a prominent, indeed a predominant, place in it.” (Eifion Evans, 1959, When He is Come - An Account of the 1858-1860 Revival in Wales, p15-16)

Before the revival at Beddgelert had subsided some 240 people had been added to the church ( ie chapel). (Eifion Evans, 1996, Fire in the Thatch, p 184)

What gave the new denomination its hold on the county was a new outburst of revivalism. About 1817  there broke out over most of North Wales what has been described as the most powerful religious revival the county had yet experienced, with its centre at Beddgelert. It spread from Lleyn, where it is believed to have doubled or trebled Methodist membership. … Soon after the Beddgelert revival, the Calvinistic Methodists of Caernarvonshire could count over sixty Societies, more than a third of them in Lleyn and Eifionydd. (A H Dodd, 1968, A History of Caernarvonshire, p 338, 339)

“After years of trying lifelessness and indifference, the atmosphere began to grow lighter about the years 1815-16. One Sunday evening in August 1816, Richard William, Brynengan, was preaching at Hafod y Llan, Nant Gwynen. The preacher usually began his Sabbath duties at Talyrni, Nanmor, where he preached in the morning … then to Nant Gwynen for the two o’clock  service, he would then walk to Bedd Gelert to conduct an evening service. This Sunday Hafod y Llan and Bedd Gelert exchanged services so the  people in the lower part of the parish could go to Tremadog to hear the Revd John Elias preach. The service began very quietly, but as  the preacher proceeded, heart after heart became absorbed … people walked home in  groups, but spoke little … a kind of awe possessed this part of the parish, and on Monday people talked of nothing but of the marvellous visitation of God. All the church fellowship meetings were held in Beddgelert, and a chapel full of people came to present themselves for membership. …The meetings became very demonstrative, and the people shouted and leaped for joy, in the hearty old Methodist way … about two hundred joined the church for the first time. …The revival hardly became a force in Beddgelert at all until Nant Gwynen had been completely roused; and though its forces fell upon the village in September, it was Christmas Eve 1817 before Nanmor came under its spell, although isolated individuals had been moved by it before”. … This fire lasted for three years. The last service of the revival type was held at Talyrni in 1820. (D E Jenkins, 1899, Beddgelert its Facts Fairies and Folklore, p 364-69)

1818
There was in Beddgelert, beside the parish church, a small Calvinistic Methodist chapel to which belonged a church numbering about forty communicants. … It had been that size for more than twenty years. At the beginning of 1818 there was nothing to indicate that any change was approaching, but a few people came asking for admittance into the fellowship of the church and showed hopeful evidence of conversion. An unusual influence, likewise, began to be felt in the Sunday school. One Sabbath, a young female teacher and her class of girls were reading the concluding chapters of St John’s Gospel, when one by one they began to weep, and so string did the emotions become that they were  unable to continue the reading. At the close, one of the brethren, Richard Roberts, of Caerygors, stood up to address the school, and earnestly exhorted the young people to conduct themselves properly at the fair which was to be held in the neighbourhood during the ensuing week, and all at once, to the astonishment of his hearers, and none more than himself, he became eloquent. He quoted a verse of a Welsh hymn the concluding line of which, being translated, is, “The firmer hold’s above”. The word “ above” took possession of his whole mind, and for a long time he rang the changes upon it. “ It is from above  that everything precious comes to us. The light comes from above, and the heat and the rain. The blessings of salvation came to the world from above. It is from on high that God pours His Spirit. There is hope for the hardened sinners of Beddgelert above. If it is dark there, it is light above. If it is feeble here it is mighty above, above, above”.

While he spoke the power descended from above, and every soul in the place felt it. All became conscious of a great and mysterious presence; many of the children were filled with dread, and one lad ran to his father, exclaiming. “Oh, my dear father! Here is the day of judgement! It has come! There was universal weeping and when the school separated it was in tears.

Religious services were statedly held at two out-stations lying in different directions, at distances of two and three miles from the chapel. One of these was at the small village of Nantmor, and the other at a farmhouse called Havod y Llan, standing in the Gwynnant glen, which winds up from Beddgelert, along the base of Snowdon. The ministry in those days was wholly itinerant, and continues to be so for a large extent among Calvinistic Methodists. On the Sabbath to which reference has been made, the supply at Beddgelert was a very humble “exhorter”, one Richard Williams of Brynengan. Under ordinary circumstances he would have held services in the two out-stations in the morning and afternoon, and at the chapel in the evening; but on this occasion it was arranged that he should preach in the morning at Nantmor, in the afternoon in the chapel, and in the evening up the glen at Havod y Llan. The reason for this departure from the usual course was that the renowned John Elias, then in the zenith of his power and popularity, was to preach that evening at Tremadoc, seven miles distant, and the chapel at Beddgelert was closed, that the congregation which usually assembled might be free to go to hear him.

A large number of people usually assembled at the farmhouse, but it was rarely that all, or even the majority of those who had come together took any part in, or paid any attention to the service. The district was sparsely populated, people came together from great distances, and they looked at the meeting at Havod as a good opportunity to see one another, and to have a talk. A few of the more thoughtful would join in the service, while others sat in the parlour, or stood in groups about the court, busily engaged in conversation on things that were much more interesting to them than hymns, prayers and sermons. It was so on this occasion. Richard Williams stood on a bench in the kitchen; in front of him was a square table, and on the top of that a small round one, doing duty as a reading desk. He introduced the service in the usual way, but with more than usual fervour and unction, and the subject of his discourse was “Coming to Christ”. He had a sermon in mind, and one with which he was perfectly familiar, for he had frequently preached it before, but when he had spoken for about half an hour he lost it quite, and began to say things he had never thought of. It was not his own thoughts that he spoke now, and those which he uttered were not expressed in his usual style, nor with his usual voice. He felt that “someone was speaking through him”, and for some time he was in doubt whether it was he himself who was preaching, or whether he was listening to another. The giddy ones that were talking in the parlour and outside became conscious that there was something unusual going on, and rushed into the kitchen with one accord. There they stood spellbound and awe-struck, listening to the mighty words. Not one uttered a voice. No one wept. The feeling of awe upon everyone present was too great for shouts, and even for tears; and when, at the close, the preacher gave out a hymn, no one was able to sing. The congregation separated in silence, and every went his own way to his own home, thinking and afraid. What was it? It could not have been anything else than this which has been written, “The Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard the Word”. 

In the course of the ensuing week a church meting, or as it is usually designated in Wales a “society”, was held at the chapel. Those meetings were weekly, and were usually held at 10 o’clock or at noon on a working day, for many members lived at great distances, and had to reach their homes along paths that were anything but pleasant to travel on in the dark. The Calvinist Methodists had not then, nor have they ever had, a hard-and-fast rule of procedure in the reception of members. In some cases those who express a wish to join the church are proposed, seen, and conversed with by some of the elders, reported on by them to the church meeting, and, if thought suitable, accepted; but very frequently such persons, without giving any formal notice of their intention, present themselves at the church meeting, and hence when any one has made a profession of religion, it is usual in Wales to say that “he has gone to the society”. On this occasion two of the elders who had arrived early were waiting at the chapel-house for people to assemble. By-and-by one of them looked into the chapel to see whether any had come, and immediately returned to his friend, saying, “Sure enough the people have made a mistake, there is a huge congregation. It seems to me as if the whole parish had come together. They must be expecting a sermon”. But it soon appeared that they it was not a sermon that they had come to seek, but salvation; and at the singing of the opening hymn many of them saw a gleam of hope that, lost sinners as they were, they should find it by the mercy of God in Christ Jesus, and their pent-up feelings burst over all bounds. It was not possible to converse with any one, for they were all shouting with all their might.

Tidings of this went out to the village and to the scattered dwellings beyond; people rushed to the chapel to see, and as soon as they arrived they caught the infection, and began to shout like the rest. And thus they continued hour after hour throughout the day and late into the night; and when at length they retired to their homes, some of their own accord, and others led by friends who were more self-possessed than themselves, the rocks which bounded the gorges through which they had to pass echoed and re-echoed their shouts of praise.

It was thus that the great revival began, and it continued for thus many months. At every religious service the same wonderful influence was felt, and frequently at the singing of the first hymn a fire kindled, which made public prayer and preaching impossible. When the preacher was allowed to proceed as far as the beginning of his sermon in comparative quietness, if he wished to give it at all he must be very cool and cautious, for the least spark would produce an explosion which would make it useless for him to speak any more on that occasion. And it was not in the public services only that these influences were felt. They came upon people in an unaccountable manner when alone or in company, or when they were following their daily avocations, and when, as far as men could see, there was nothing to induce them. A young woman, who was remarkable for her personal comeliness, was engaged in milking her father’s cows when thoughts came into her mind which filled her with fear, and sent her home crying, “What shall I do to be saved?”. She found the answer, was saved, and lived “to adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour”. Two young people, the son and the servant of one of the elders of the church, were bringing a cart into Beddgelert, when they began to sing a hymn quietly together. As they were singing, a fire kindled, and they were drawn into the village shouting and praising in the cart, the horses having been left to guide themselves. It was hay-making at one of the neighbouring farms, and the man who made the mow finding a longer interval than usual before the arrival of a fresh load, looked towards the field, and lo! the haymakers had thrown away their pitchforks and rakes, and were “leaping and praising God”. It may be said that all this was very disorderly, and a sad breach of the decorum which ought to characterise the worship of God, and very probably that is true. But there is one thing to be said in favour of those people; they could not help it.

The influence soon began to spread to other districts. In many instances people came to Beddgelert to see the wonder, caught the fire, and took it home with them. A number of young people crossed the mountain from Dolyddelen, rejoicing in the anticipation of the “fun” they were going to have. They were disappointed in the fun, but they found salvation; one of them, Cadwallader Owen, became a minister of the gospel, and was for many years one of the most useful in the Principality. But while it spread into Merionethshire on the south, and on the Isle of Anglesey on the north, it was on Carnarvonshire, and especially on that division of it that is called Arvon that it made the deepest impression, and produced the greatest change. Previous to 1818 there were in this district only fifteen Calvinistic Methodist chapels, all of which, with two or three exceptions, were small and poor, but in a very short time all these were rebuilt and enlarged, and twelve new places of worship were erected in localities where there had been none before.

(W Williams, 1884, Welsh Calvinistic Methodism,  p 156-161)

1818 January 28: Tylyrni, Nantmor, Beddgelert petitioned for the Registration of Dissenting Meeting Houses. Protestant. ( NLW, Church in Wales, Vol1, B/PDM/38)

1818 Rees Williams, Hafod y Llan to be acting overseer of the Poor of the parish of Beddgelert for the next three calendar months, commencing 2 inst. for the sum of 10/6d each week, journeys included. ( GAS, Beddgelert Vestry books)

1818 summer: Beddgelert. “There is a neat little chapel here and a good inn, it is one of the most secluded spots in Wales. Our solitude was interrupted by the horrid shouts and noise made by a set of people called Jumpers who were performing their religious ceremonies and jumping in the hope of catching the Lamb of God. Is it not deplorable that human reason should be so deranged”. (GAS XM 2600 - Travel Diary of Harriet Alderson describing a Tour through North Wales)

1822: The vast numbers of those converted at meetings during the successful Beddgelert revival, over some fours years, had followed the preaching of Revd John Elias and young Henry Rees (1798 - 1869). “Jumping, rolling, shaking and weeping” as Revd Elias wrote, “ was the result of the converted suddenly coming under the conviction of having sinned”. (NLW Ms 11,721. A letter from Revd John Elias to F Carmichael, 25 October 1822)

1820 King George IV ( - 1830)

1821 Beddgelert is a neat little village, in a romantic situation, between high mountains. … The Church is small, and has been conventual … 

(Rev P B Williams, 1821, Tourist’s Guide through the Countie of Carnarvon, p138)

1821 Sept 17: (NLW Church in Wales/B/Terriers 74)

....Ucheldre ucha, Llanfflewyn let at £55; but at the last half yearly payment the sum of £2-10-0 was returned as a present on account of the low state of the market.

....Llwynbedw uchaf, Clynog, purchased 1814, let at £13 per annum.

- tythes  (as before)

Richard Pughe, P Curate of Beddgelert; John Jones, Owen Cadwalader - church wardens; Principal inhabitants: William Williams, Richard Williams, Rice Williams, Pierce Roberts, Griffith Jones' mark.

1822 Dec 2: At the Vestry meeting held at the Vestry Room in the village of Beddgelert for equalising Poor Rate in this Parish which is to be as follows:

(there follows a list of 84 named properties with their poor rate)

It was also agreed that an Assessment of two shillings in the pound is to be collected this quarter. (GAS, Beddgelert Vestry Book 1, p56)

1822: Feb 5 Notification of discharge from residence-Richard Pughe, Clerk A.B. Rector of Llanfrothen, resides at Rectory of Llanfrothen, therefore no house of residence in Beddgelert. 


          (NLW Church in Wales/B/NR/19)
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1823 June 3 : Bethania, Beddgelert, petitioned for the Registration of Dissenters Meeting House. ( NLW, Church in Wales Records. Vol 1, B/ PDM/ 39)

1825 The Calvinistic Methodists erected their first meeting place on this spot in 1825, on a 60 years’ lease from Sir Thomas Mostyn, (D E Jenkins, 1899, Beddgelert Its Facts Fairies and Folklore, p 248)

1823 Sept 3 : Ty’nyllan, Beddgelert, petitioned for the Registration of Dissenters Meeting House. ( NLW, Church in Wales Records. Vol 1, B/ PDM/ 40)

1823 onwards: Abstract of Title Deeds of Richard Bulkeley Williams Bulkeley, Baron Hill, to Glasdraian farm, & many letters re a plot of his land for Beddgelert Parsonage. (Rep Body of the Church in Wales, QAB / B51)

1824 Nov 24: Vestry meeting was held in Lowry Parry’s house (In 2004 called Ty isaf) (GAS, Beddgelert Parish Register 1, p64)

1825
Side by side with the efforts in the church, a Nonconformist school was held in the Methodist chapel by John Roberts. 

(D E Jenkins, 1899, Beddgelert its Facts Fairies and Folklore, p 371)

1826
The Calvinistic Methodist chapel was enlarged in 1826 and again in 1859. During the 1826 renovations the congregation met in Ty’r Onen. (D E Jenkins, 1899, Beddgelert its Facts Fairies and Folklore, p 30,33)

1826 August 29: (NLW Church in Wales/B/Terriers 75)

- Ucheldre ucha - £50 p.a.; Llwynbedw ucha £15 p.a. Tythe of corn, lambs, kids, hemp, flax, pigs & Geese, wool, milched cows, milched heifers.

Richard Pughe, perpetual curate; John Jones, Robert Jones: church wardens.

"Previous to 1830 we are informed that the church was seated throughout with old polished black oak, higher than the occupants, carved all over, with round holes facing the altar table. Oak screens filled the arcade arches. The roof was of oak, with carved figures. All the windows were filled with coloured glass." (E Alfred Jones, Memorials of Old North Wales, 1913 Pub George Allen & Co, London p 85) 

(See also H Harold Hughes, The Religious Houses of North Wales; & The Parish Churches of North Wales, p 92-102)

Pre 1830:  A Welsh periodical 'Cymru' records that in those days the church had ' one steep pitched roof of carved woodwork. There was a fine carved screen between the nave and lady chapel. The principal seats in the choir were of black polished oak, higher than the sitter, and covered with skilful carvings. All the windows were of splendid coloured glass.' (H A Jones & G A Lister, The Church of Saint Mary Beddgelert, 1949 p 7)

1827 Sept 25. Letter from Henry William Majendie, Bishop of Bangor, to Mrs Priestley at Trefan, Pwllheli.

'The statement having been laid before him, relative to the ruinous state of Beddgelert Church, he takes the liberty of addressing himself to her on the subject. ... Estimate: £300.…[1998 equivalent of £14,760] The cooperation & assistance of principal landowners is requested, & as impropriator of the living, Mrs Priestley should lead the list . ... How desirable it is that so ancient and handsome a structure as Beddgelert Church, and one so much in the way of public observation, should be preserved from decay and ruin.'  (NLW Dolfriog ms 588)

1827 Oct 2 : He acknowledges her promise of £30 donation. (NLW Dolfriog ms 589)

1827 Oct 8- 1828 Feb 5: Four letters relating to the seriously dilapidated state of the parish church of Beddgelert, three from Bishop Majendie, & one in the previous July from one of the churchwardens; both appeal to Sir Robert Williams, as a prominent landowner, to set an example with his subscription. (UWB, Baron Hill Catalogue, Vol 3, p 920, ms 4634-4637)

'Two old prints exist of the church before the renovations of 1828-30.

1.     Looking NW so that the southern and eastern aspects are clear. At the western end of the south wall we see a door, through which the monks passed into the solemn silence of the main choir. This door came, after the destruction of the old Priory buildings, to be known as 'Drws Gwyr Nanmor ac Ardudwy' . In 1829 three steps were found on the outside of this door, showing clearly that the floor of the church was on a higher level than that of the Priory. Stretching up close to the roof, on the same (South) side, are two windows of six lights (panes) each; having an Early English arch, with two perpendicular sashes and one horizontal sash, dividing the other two in half.

At the eastern end are three lancet windows, of plain moulding and rather wide splays. The lower portions seem as if they had been bricked up, and the upper portion of the middle window seems as if it had been boarded up.

The eastern end of the northern aisle is also in sight, having on the top a small window, which just large enough to prevent utter darkness from reigning within - or a 

way of entrance, which was closed by a small wooden door. Leading up to this was a flight of steps, made of irregularly projecting stones; and in the middle of the wall there was an isolated stone; which projected out to receive the left foot, for the convenience of entrance and exit through the window. It may have led to a dark penance cell. There were local recollections of the threat of punishment of being put in 'the dark chamber'. The door leading from the chancel into this dark room may be seen (1899), built up by a thin wall, which leaves a good recess.

A heavy buttress, of no great height, supported the building at the very point where the aisle wall and the church wall joined. A low wall runs out from the church into the field, enclosing a small piece of ground on its northern side.

2.
1827 print of the church from the south east. The trees had grown considerably since the first print. 'The arch of another doorway could be traced mid-way in this wall' but it is not marked in the print. Two small lancet windows near the western end, and a Perpendicular window of four lights on the eastern end. The eastern lancet windows seem to have been opened up from the top to the bottom, and the window and the projecting stones on the end of the aisle are done away with, though the dark chamber still existed. (D E Jenkins 1899 p109-110) "The two doors probably opened from the cloisters." (Hughes & North, 1924, Old Churches of Snowdonia, p 224-5)

1827 : Mar 1 Notification of discharge from residence-Richard Pugh  (NLW Church in Wales/B/NR/278/23)

1827 Nov 20th: Parish Vestry Minute book resolution authorises the churchwardens to renovate the church.  The northern choir was demolished and the two beautiful arches, which separated it from the body of the church, were built up, and windows placed in the upper part of each. A low plain ceiling was put in which masked the upper portion of the east lancet windows. Worst of all the stained glass and the carved woodwork were removed and sold to defray the cost of renovations - the former to an English firm and the latter to local inhabitants. (H A Jones & G A Lister, The Church of Saint Mary Beddgelert, 1949 p 7) 

1828 Jan 28: Consideration of the specifications, plans and estimates, and alterations of this parish church, and of letter the repairs to be the best advantage. … 

Plans. Specifications produced by Griffith Griffith ( Hafodgregog) & Evan Williams (Ty hen)  to be adopted. Cost of the works - £295. (GAS, XPA Beddgelert Minute book 1804-1844 p 71) 

1828 : Mar 18 Notification of discharge from residence-Richard Pugh (NLW Church in Wales/B/NR/278/24)

1828 May 30: Codicil to will of  Robert Morris Esq., M.D. 
 Died August 1828.

(owner of Dinas y Moch, Perthyllwydian, Plas Colwyn & other property in Beddgelert)

I give & bequeath £6-6-0 every 6 months to be divided among such singers that are or may be appointed by the officiating clergyman conjointly with the churchwardens & the tenants who may happen to be in possession of Dinas y Moch, Perthyllwydian & Plas Colwyn in the village that the said singers shall attend for the purpose during the service every Sunday.

I give & bequeath the sum of £100 to be laid out for making a handsome pew where my dear wife's remains are interred and likewise to make a handsome pew in such part as may be convenient in the church for the same to be appropriated for the use of the tenants in the village & the tenants of the respective farms by me devised & bequeathed and the remainder of the £150 to be laid out in the interior decoration of the church as my Executor desire proper but that the sum of £150 shall be clearly & fully expended for the purpose before stated. .... (GAS XM 7744 1/27)

1828 June: Church to be re-slated with Ffestiniog slate; choir to be newly flagged & the altar raised 8-9 inches. (GAS, XPA Beddgelert Minute book 1804-1844 p 74) 

1829 : Mar 14 Notification of discharge from residence-Richard Pugh (NLW Church in Wales/B/NR/278/25)

1829 Nov: re Pews and seats to be erected. (GAS, XPA Beddgelert Minute book 1804-1844 p 80)

1830 renovation  : The northern choir was demolished; the southern side was pulled down almost to the ground'  (D E Jenkins, 1899, Beddgelert its Facts Fairies and Folklore, p109-110)

The medieval doors & windows were destroyed. (Rev H Longueville Jones, 1847, p158)

A Faculty plan of 1880 shows a vestry on the south side of the chancel. (NLW Church in Wales/ B/F/58).

This  was not present on the drawing of 1827, and may have been built as part of the 1830 restoration. The presence of an earlier vestry here may explain the area of patched walling noted by the Royal Commission, possibly blocking the opening after the removal of the vestry. However, there is no evidence that this structure was in existence and it is possible that it was planned as part of the faculty but not built. It does not appear on the faculty plan for the heating system in 1901 (NLW Church in Wales/B/F/59) and may have been demolished between 1830 and 1880.

(GAT; Gazetteer of Churches in Gwynedd 1994/5)

1830: The chapel and old vestry were pulled down, the arches blocked up, the woodwork sold for making furniture and the glass sold to a stranger for defraying the cost of repairs. The roof was ceiled, and there was a rude western gallery, the door to which was in the position of the present (1924) storeroom window on the north side near the west end. There are some original gritstones incorporated in this window. (Hughes & North, 1924, Old Churches of Snowdonia, p 225)

mid 1800s : The walls were lowered 4 ft, the church re-roofed, the chancel arch inserted and a transept with a gabled roof built on the site of the Lady Chapel. The latter projects further northward than the old chapel, for Cymru gives the width as about 4.5 yards - just what we might expect with a lean-to roof. The south wall was evidently rebuilt at that time with the south east and south-west corners and new windows, western entrance and bell turret added, and the floor of the chancel raised. (Hughes & North, 1924, Old Churches of Snowdonia, p 225)

The external walls could not have been lowered 4 feet without altering the eastern lancet windows; an internal ceiling may be meant.

1830: Feb 13. Notification of discharge from residence-Richard Pugh (NLW Church in Wales/B/NR/278/26)

1830 March 16: Peniel on a farm called Cwm Caeth, Beddgelert, petitioned for the Registration of Dissenters Meeting House. (NLW, Church in Wales Records. Vol 1, B/ PDM/ 41)

1830 Dec 27: Received from Mrs Priestley of Trefan, co Caernarfon, to whom the Impropriated tithes of Beddgelert belong & of which parish I am the perpetual curate, I have the pleasure of informing you that she is pleased to add the sum of £10 a year to my salary of £8 provided you will have the goodness to lay the case before the Governors and they will be pleased to augment my Curacy of Beddgelert situated in the county of Carnarfon by means of the Parliamentary grant.  I should perhaps add that Mrs Priestley’s son & heir I hear expressed a hope of my being enabled to obtain by this allowance a considerable lot of the said grants.  ….. Richard Pughe. 

(Rep body of the Church in Wales, QAB / B51 / 335)

1830 King William IV ( - 1837)

1830-1859
Christopher Bethell was bishop of Bangor.

He was the only Welsh bishop who had any sympathy for the Tractarians. He brought to the diocese a number of young clerics who had been influenced by the Oxford Movement. … It was reckoned, in the 1860s, that about one third of the clergy of the diocese were Tractarian sympathisers. The new church at Glanogwen (1862) was built to further their ideals. (D Walker, ed., 1990, A History of the Church in Wales, p 150) He brought fundamental reforms. (A H Dodd, 1968, A History of Caernarvonshire, p 346)

1831 : Jan 12 Notification of discharge from residence - Richard Pugh (NLW Church in Wales/B/NR/278/27)

1832 Sept 17 Letter from John Hughes, agent, to Sir J Lloyd Duckinfield (the Misses Parry of Craflwyn's trustee ) re Improvements to the parish church of Beddgelert in the last few years. Principally discharged by proprietors in the parish by a rate of 2/6 in the pound on their several rentals. £17-10-0 for the Misses Parry ... a number of pews appointed to the Misses Parry's property. (NLW Church in Wales/B/LET 13,798)

1832 Oct 3: At a public meeting held at Beddgelert it was ordered that the five (?fine) principal ash trees now growing on the ground formerly where Capel Gwynant stood be cut down and sold to the best bidder. … Ordered that a pair of Stocks be made and set up and a constable sworn. (GAS, XPA Beddgelert Minute book 1804-1844 p 93)

1832
Revival in the whole of Caernarfonshire. (Eifion Evans, 1959, When He is Come - An Account of the 1858-1860 Revival in Wales, p18)

In Beddgelert this revival resulted in rousing people to their responsibility in the training of children in religious matters. (D E Jenkins, 1899, Beddgelert its Facts Fairies and Folklore, p 369)

1832:
Revd John Parker, who was present, did not appreciated why Edwards the preacher, at a cottage service near Penygwryd Inn, Beddgelert, in 1832, “first dictated the words of each hymn”. … But he did notice at the chapel service he attended later that day “a regular set of singers” who led the singing which must have been an early form of choir. (NLW Ms 19382E  p255)


[Not untypical for people who could not read well and were unfamiliar with hymns then being newly sung in meeting houses. From the surname of the preacher, Edwards, the preacher was likely to have been Lewes Edwards (1809-1887), who was known to be handsome and a fine preacher. He was a Calvinistic Methodist]

1832:
Rev John Parker, having heard the first of two ministers, at what was a preaching meeting at the new chapel at Beddgelert, the second minister came forward, read a chapter and gave out the text in Welsh and which he translated into English “making excuses for his awkwardness … not having expected”, he said, “ to find a stranger present who caught my eye”. There was no false doctrine but a slowness and dryness of expression and manner, strongly contrasted with what followed. He soon began to address the congregation in Welsh and for some time he and that were temperate in their behaviour; but by degrees the tones of his voice became wilder …Then the preacher became violent, stamped his feet, flung his arms about and raved. Then some women began to cry aloud in reply and at last his words were drowned in their outcries. He continued for a wonderful length of time roaring, and raving, while they rivalled him, as being several against one. At last he ended and a psalm was then sung; very loud; whenever it was not loud, the confused cries of the women broke upon my ear then again drowned in the swell of the psalmody .. I observed two women who were in a sort of convulsion near the pulpit”. (Revd John Parker, NLW Ms 193 82E, p 260 et seq.)

1833 Mention of Hen Capel, Nant Gwynant. (GAS, XPA Beddgelert Minute book 1804-1844 p 98-99)

1833 : Mar 6 Notification of discharge from residence-Richard Pugh (NLW Church in Wales/B/NR/278/28)

1834 : Jan 14 Notification of discharge from residence-Richard Pugh (NLW Church in Wales/B/NR/278/29)

1834: (NLW Church in Wales/B/Terrier 76)

-Ucheldre ucha, Llanffewyn let at £50 p.a.; Llywnbedw ucha, Clynog let at £17 p.a.

-And lately Mrs Priestley of Trefan, Caernarfonshire, has been pleased to augment the perpetual curacy with the sum of £8 a year arising out of the great tythes now belonging to the said Mrs Priestley. 

-Tythes: corn, lambs, kids, hemp, flax, pigs & geese; wool; milched cow, milched heifer, hay.

Richard Pughe, minister; Jas Wyatt, Hugh Evans : church wardens;

Principal inhabitants: Owen Williams, William Williams, Robert Williams, William Williams, William Griffith.

LLWYNBEDW UCHAF, Clynnog parish

1810: owner: Charles Jones Esq. Tenant Owen Jones & partner

1814: purchased for £400 (Queen Anne’s Bounty) by St Mary’s church Beddgelert.

Tenant in 1828-1830 Morris ( Maurice) Williams (GAS. Land Tax, Clynnog, upper division)

1843: Beddgelert curacy: fields 437 Rhos Fawr, 445 ( near Ty Nant)

(GAS Tithe Schedule for Clynnog upper, sheet 4)

1843: Beddgelert curacy: (opposite Henbont Mawr) Occupier John Hughes; 7 acres 

3 roods 31 perch. Fields 674a - 1093 - with Curacy of Llanfrothen, occupier William Morris). (GAS Tithe schedule for Clynnog Lower, division sheet 1)

1922: Conveyance of Llwynbedw Isaf. Parish of Clynnog. Draft.

1. Rev Richard Hughes, of Caerwen Rectory ( with consent)

2. David John Williams, farmer & Martha Williams, widow of Llwynbedw Isaf, Llanllyfni, Clynnog. (NLW, Church in Wales, B/DL/873)

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

1834 : This an extensive parish, anciently called Llan Ybor, derived its present name from a priory of Black canons, of the order of St Gilbert, founded according to some writers, about the year 1198, and dedicated to St. Mary, by Llewelyn the Great, in gratitude for the preservation of his infant son from the attack of a wolf ....  There are no remains of the building, the materials of which are supposed to have been used in the erection or repair of the parish church; nor can its site be at present distinctly ascertained. All the lands in the county of Caernarvon, belonging to the priory, were granted to Robert and Henry Bodville, by Edward VI, in the second year of his reign. (1549) (Lewis, Topographical Dictionary of Wales, Vol I )

Llan Ybor said to be a corruption from Llan y Porth. (Hughes & North, Old Churches in Snowdonia, 1924 p 220 ref to Cymru )

NOTE: However, this name does not appear to have been recorded before, or elsewhere.

1834 March 27: It was ordered that whereas James Wyatt of Limegrove in the parish of Bangor … hath proposed to the Churchwardens and Overseers of the Poor of the parish of Beddgelert to exchange a certain portion of land belonging to the said James Wyatt in front of the plot called Cappel Gwynant with the said Churchwardens and Overseers  and in exchange for the same to receive from the said Churchwardens and Overseers part of the said plot called Cappel Gwynant, the same to be an exact equivalent. The said James Wyatt to be for the trees now growing on the said part of the said plot to be exchanged called Cappel Gwynant and to remove the fences and walls at his own expense and also to remove the old fence or wall next to the turnpike road and to build another good and substantial wall of six feet in height adjoining and along the said road. The said James Wyatt to indemnify the parish of Beddgelert from the consequence of the exchange should he be required to do so. 

(GAS, Beddgelert Vestry Book 1.p 96-99; includes Plan of proposed changes)

1834: Beddgelert - The living is a perpetual curacy, in the archdeaconry of Merioneth & diocese of Bangor, endowed with £800 royal bounty, and in the patronage of Mrs Priestly (sic). Fairs are held on 18th August and 23 and 27 September. The principal mines are at Drws y Coed.  (W Lewis, 1834, A Topographical Dictionary of Wales)

1835 : Jan 17 Notification of discharge from residence-Richard Pugh (NLW Church in Wales/B/NR/278/30)

1836 : Jan 20 Notification of discharge from residence-Richard Pugh (NLW Church in Wales/B/NR/278/31)

1836
Tithe Commutation Acts. Tithes to the established church were commuted into money payments. This was done parish by parish. The Beddgelert commutation was undertaken in 1839. The Tithe Act of 1891 made the tithe payable by the owner not by the tenant.

1835:
Valuation of the Tithe of the parish of Beddgelert according to the average from 1829-1835. Gives names of owner, tenement, annual value, total. (NLW, Church in Wales, Bangor/ tithes Documents & plans / 442 & 444))

1836 Account of tithes paid by Miss Parry’s (of Craflwyn) tenants.
     Rateable value.

1. Hugh Evans, Meillionen. Average £4-15-0 from 1830-1836

£90

2. Pierce Morgan & Griffith Evans, Hafod Ruffydd. £4-7-0


£74

3. Ellis Williams, Craflwyn.



£2-5-0


£30

4. Janes Evans, widow, Bwlchmulchan

£5-0-0


£80











£274

(NLW, Church in Wales, Bangor/ tithes Documents & plans / 438)

1836 March 24: Vestry meeting:

Griffith Griffiths, Hafodgregog & Evan Pierce, Dinas Moch- Churchwardens;

Evan Williams, Clogwin y Gwin & Richard Williams, Cwm Bychan - Overseers of the Poor.

Surveyors of the Highways:

Nantmor: Griffith Griffith, Hafodgregog & John Roberts, Llwyn’r hwch.

Lordship of Nanthwynant: William Griffith Williams, Hafodllan & Griffith Roberts, Cae’r Gors.

Eifionydd: Hugh Evans, Meillionydd.

Llwynllinor: Evan Owen, Glan’r afon. (GAS, Beddgelert Vestry Book 1, p 107)

Until the reforms of the 1830s the established church was a loose collection of small corporate bodies such as parishes, cathedral chapters, Episcopal manors and innumerable local trusts which had accumulated throughout the ages. Neither the church as a whole nor the diocese held any property; and administration was dispersed among two hundred or so parishes with oversight on the part of a diocesan chancellor who did the work of an archdeacon in the old diocese (of Llandaff) throughout the eighteenth century and into the 1840s. … There were no bodies such as diocesan boards of finance, diocesan trusts, parochial church councils or diocesan conferences. In practice, although not in theory, parishes were virtually ecclesiastical republics. (D Walker, ed., 1990, A History of the Church in Wales, p121)

1835/6
The Ecclesiastical Commissioners for England was established by Act of Parliament, and administered the property of the established church. …It was intended to recommend measures for “ the more equal distribution of Episcopal duties”,  the greater efficiency of cathedral and collegiate churches, and the “best method for providing for the cure of souls”.

(D Walker, ed., 1990, A History of the Church in Wales, p127 & 147)

Gradually parsonage houses were provided by the commissioners. The lack of glebe-houses was the usual excuse given for non-residency, but now the authority of the bishops to grant licences for non-residence was greatly curtailed.

(D Walker, ed., 1990, A History of the Church in Wales, p129)

Movements for reform within the church:


The Evangelicals stressed the experience of conversion and the primacy of scripture and moved into the nineteenth century through three avenues, the Methodists, The Dissenters and the Anglican evangelicals.


The Tractarians or Oxford movement had its roots among the old high churchmen of which there were not a few in Wales. The movement began with the activities of a group of friends in Oxford influenced by a sermon in 1833 by John Keble. …Early leaders included John Henry Newman, Hurrell Froude & E B Pusey (Puseyites). … They stressed the consciousness of their heritage as members of the catholic and apostolic church in this land. They were thought to be high church. They insisted on the daily reading of morning and evening prayer in church. They aimed at a weekly celebration of holy communion. They were keen on the sacraments and began to revive the use of the sacrament of penance… In the 1850s some …wore stoles embroidered with gold and silver crosses; these were the precursors of the ritualists and the anglo-catholic movement. … Tractarians brought dignity and order into the worship of the church.


The Broad Churchmen followed biblical criticism, the theory of evolution, rationalism etc. Evangelicals and tractarians were united in opposition to them.


The Ecclesiologists were interested in all the details of church furniture, ornaments etc, and was cultivated especially by the High Church party of the Church of England. In 1839 the Camden Society was founded as an antiquarian society; in 1845 it was re-founded as the Ecclesiological Society. … It had a great influence in the gothic revival in church building, style and taste. … Pew boxes and galleries disappeared; three-decker pulpits were replaced by reading desks and lecterns. Altars were used more frequently and were replaced with more elaborated structures.

(D Walker, ed., 1990, A History of the Church in Wales, p148-58)

The old vestry was still a part of the civil as well as the ecclesiastical administration of the parish. Every parishioner had the right to attend and to elect churchwardens who retained some vestiges of their former duties as civil officers. One of their functions was to levy a church rate for the repair of the church or the maintenance of the churchyard. It continued to be used in many country parishes until Parliament finally abolished it in 1868. (D Walker, ed., 1990, A History of the Church in Wales, p158)

1837
Beddgelert Abstract of Answers to the Bishop’s Visitation Questionnaire.

Patron: Mrs Priestley

P Curate: T W Ellis, B.A.

5 mile from church in Llanfrothen parish. No glebe house.

Morning Service 10.30; Evening Service 2.30- English.

MS ?= Morning Service- 56; increased.

Four sacraments, Good Friday.

Four Chapels - ???

School 44 in school occasionally in church.

Sunday School in Calvinistic Methodist chapel.

Gratifying and ?.

(NLW, Church in Wales, B/QA/26 p65, Beddgelert c1837)

1837 Rating for the newly drained TRAETH MAWR land;

Bryn Gwynant rated £10-10-0;

Pen y Bryn (Mr Vawdrey) rated £3-10-0

Penbryn y felin rated 10/0. (GAS, Beddgelert Vestry Book 1, p 114)

1837 Queen Victoria ( -1901)

1837 July 24 : John Williams Ellis, B.A. was appointed deacon to Llanfrothen & Beddgelert perpetual curacy; Patron Mary Priestley of Trefan, on death of R Pughe. 

(A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor through Three Centuries, p 66 & 130)

" My father held the living of Beddgelert six miles off. Every Sunday we drove to church through the beautiful pass of Aberglaslyn. In the church our chief occupation was trying to imagine figures in the rough deal painted to resemble oak. I thought my father was doing the service in his nightgown. Between the services we used to spend most of the time in the Inn gardens and watched tall gentlemen and short ladies reading to each other in the arbours - were they honeymooning!" (John Clough Williams Ellis, JMRS, 1964, A Merioneth Boyhood in the 1830s, p 357)

1838 March 29: Vestry meeting.

Overseers of the Poor: 
James Wyatt, Bryngwynant, Esq.,





Hugh Evans, Meillonen, farmer,





William Jones, Hafod y porth, farmer,





Owen Williams, Hafod y rhisgl, farmer,





John Roberts, Llwyn y hwch, farmer,





Evan Owen, Glanrafon, farmer.

Overseers of the Highways:

Hamlet of Nantmor - 

John Evans, Gelli’r ynn, farmer;

Eifionydd / Llwynllinor - 
Robert Annwyl, Tanrhiw, Gentleman;

Lordship of Nanthwynant - 
Rice Roberts, Bwlch Mwlchan, farmer;




         
Ellis Thomas, Craflwyn, farmer.

Committee:

Pierce Morgan, Hafodryffydd;

William Williams, Cwm cloch;

Griffith Evans, Hafodryffydd;

William Williams, Wernlasdeg;

Owen Williams, Hafod y rhisgl;

John Prichard, Goat Hotel.

Collection of Land Tax: Nanthwynant - William Williams, Gwastad agnes.

Churchwardens - Daniel Hughes, Hafod Llyn uchaf, farmer;



     John Prichard, Goat Hotel, Inn holder.

Constables: (5)David Williams, Perthi. (GAS, Bedgelert Vestry Book 1 p 117-119)

1839
The Council of the Privy Council for Education was formed. 

(D Walker, ed., 1990, A History of the Church in Wales, p127)

1839 Dec 4: Commutation of Tithes in the parish of Beddgelert. Rent charge - £130 paid to Mary Priestley instead of tithes. (Rep Body of the Church in Wales, QAB/B51)

1840 July 10: Indenture of this date made between 1. Mary Priestley of Trefan, county Carnarvonshire, widow of the one part,

2. John Priestley residing at Hirdrefaig in the county of Anglesey, Esq., on the other part recites that 1. by grant, bargain and sale all … lands  .. Together with the Advowson and right of presentation to the church of Beddgelert, together with all tithes, moduses, rents and payments in respect thereof whether actually commuted or in the process thereof and all profits and emoluments connected with the said advowson - to the use of the said John Priestley, his heirs and assigns for ever. (Rep Body of the Church in Wales, QAB/B51)

1840 There were new stoves in church. (GAS, XPA, Beddgelert Minute Book 1804-1844, p 137)

1841 Census: Beddgelert parish included Nantgwynant, Nantmor, Eifionydd, Llwynllinor & Drws y Coed areas.

1841 May 14: Instrument of apportionment or the rentcharge in lieu of tithes in the parish of Beddgelert, cos Caernarvon & Merioneth, apportioned by 

Griffith Griffiths, Hafodgarregog, pa Beddgelert, co Merioneth, Farmer & land valuer, 

Hugh Evans, Meillionen, 
        pa Beddgelert  co Caernarfon, 
"

"

William Jones, Hafod y Porth 

"


"

"      

Confirmed by the Tithe Commissioners 14 May 1841, & copy certified by the same 15 May 1841. Endorsed: Commenced 1 July 1841. (NLW Dolfriog ms 454)

1841 Jan 5: Issuing from the (W Wynne) Charity out of Ffridd (uchaf):

White cloth -
Henry Morris, Hafodruffydd uchaf



William Jones, Bryntirion



Howel Griffith, ?Ty’nllan



Richard Owen, Gelli’r ynn issa



Robert Owen, Glogwin y gwin



John David, Castell

Bread -

Hugh Evans, Hafodwydr



William Prichard, Nantmor



William Prichard, sexton



Ellin Owen, Tan y cae


        
Catherine Ellis, Hendrefechan


        
Margaret Williams, Ty’n ffynnon. 

(GAS, Beddgelert Vestry Book 1 p 141)

1841 May 22: A vestry meeting with a full list of all parish officials. 

(GAS, Beddgelert Vestry Book 1 p 143)

1841 Oct 9: Dwelling houses to be assessed for rates: Sygun House, Tanrhiw houses, Club Street houses, house of Griffith Williams Smith etc. (GAS, Beddgelert Vestry Book 1 p 147)

1842 Oct 12: A vestry meeting was held with a full list of all parish officials. (GAS, Beddgelert Vestry Book 1 p 157)

1843 Aug 16: J Williams Ellis, Brondanw was curate of Beddgelert.

Farm in Anglesey obliged to pay about £8 for the expense in commuting the tithe. Who should pay the tithe? (Rep Body of the Church in Wales, QAB. B51/335)

1844 March 11: It was ordered that the following be returned to the Magistrates of the hundred of Eifionydd at Tremadoc as Constables for that part of the parish situate in the county of Carnarvon.

William Roberts, Ty isa; Matthew Roberts, Tailor; Pierce Roberts, Llyndu; John Roberts, Tynlan; John Jones, Abercolwyn; Rice Roberts, Bwlchmulchan. 

And that the following be returned to those of Ardudwy Uwch Artro for Nantmor:

John Roberts, Llwyn y hwch; Robert Thomas, Bwlchgernog; Robert Williams, Sygun; Griffith Prys, Tyhen. (GAS, Beddgelert Vestry Book 1 p 171)

1845 Rev H Longueville Jones, an antiquarian, wrote 'as the walls are stout and some of the main features of the church still exist the possibility remains of a good restoration being made at some future enlightened period'.

1845 Jan 28: John Williams Ellis - Petition for licence of non residence / legislation of a house of residence with the parish. John Williams Ellis, Clerk, perpetual curate of Beddgelert desires licence for non residence on account of want of an official house. Intends to reside at Brondanw in Llanfrothen, about five miles distant from the church of Beddgelert. Net annual value of the benefice is £90; population is 1397, only one church in the benefice. He was admitted 24 July 1837. (NLW Church in Wales/B/NR/278/32)

1845 June 2: Conveyance of tithe Rent Charges according to the Act 1 Victoria by John Priestley to the Governors of the Bounty of Queen Anne for the augmentation of the maintenance of the poor clergy … (Rep Body of the Church in Wales, QAB / B51/376)

1846 March: A full list of parish officials. 

12 empty houses listed to be deducted from the assessments- 4 in Drwsycoed, 3 in Rhyd ddu, 2 Tanrhiw and 3 in Beddgelert. (GAS, XPA Beddgelert Vestry Book 1, p219)

1846 Dec 20 : Henry Grey Edwards, St David’s College, Lampeter was appointed deacon to Beddgelert perpetual curacy on cessation of J W Ellis. 

(A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor through Three Centuries, p 69 & 132)

1846
A poor state of repair existed “In many parishes in Wales …in the face of a pious and zealous clergy … learned bishops, and a rich and patriotic gentry” …Llanberis was mentioned as an example: “we have seen churches so damp and dirty that no gentleman would allow his kitchen to be kept in the same state: the earthen floors worn into pairs of deep holes by the feet of the rustic occupiers of seats during successive generations; the communion table, small and rickety, covered or rather uncovered by a moth-eaten mouldy cloth; the population of the parish five hundred, the congregation fifty; hard by the church, the rectory, a spacious comfortable well-furnished dwelling;

 And not many furlongs off, a large staring and ugly meeting house with its double range of windows and low pitched roof, well floored, well glazed, well lighted, well warmed, well cleaned and not only well frequented, but inside full, galleries and all, and the people thronging the doorways - and that not on Sundays alone, but on other days also”. (A E. 1846, A Few Words to Church Repairers and Church Builders, Arch Camb, Vol I, 1846, p 365)

1847 : John Jones, B.A. was appointed to Beddgelert perpetual curacy; Patron J Priestley, on resignation of H Grey Edwards. (A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor through Three Centuries, p 70)

1848 March 1: Resignation of Henry Grey Edwards. Beddgelert P C (NLW Church in Wales/B/R)

1848 July 30 : John Jones, B.A., Trinity College Dublin, was appointed deacon to Beddgelert curacy. (A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor through Three Centuries, p 133)

1848 Nov 28: Nomination by John Priestley of Hirdrefaig, Anglesey, to Beddgelert Perpetual Curacy, vacant by the resignation of the Henry Gray Edwards, clerk; appoints Rev. John Jones, clerk, B.A. (NLW Church in Wales B/P/490)

1848 - March 1855 : Rev John Jones, incumbent. He was the first perpetual curate.

1848:
John Jones, Beddgelert P.C. Nom. (NLW, Church in Wales, B/MA/490)

Information about the Reverend JOHN JONES, 1805 - 1873 provided by David Price, Bangor.

1805: Baptism: "3 March 1805, John Jones, the son of Thomas Jones was baptised".

      [the mother's name is not given] (Llanilar, Cardiganshire, Parish Registers)

1843: 3 January 1843, John Jones, bachelor, gent., s. of Thomas Jones, gent,              married Ellen Watney, a minor, spinster, d. of Daniel Watney, distiller.

(10 witnesses !) (Marriage Certificate, Wandsworth Parish Church, Surrey)

1844: 1 April 1844, Ellen Agnes Jones born at Wandsworth (their first child)

John Jones was in his forties and married when he graduated and was ordained, which may have been unusual at that time. For some years prior to going to Trinity College, he had taught in a grammar school in Twickenham fun by his uncle, the Cardiganshire-born David Lewis.

1845: Alumni Dublinensis, [students of Trinity College, Dublin]

JONES, John, Pensioner [a student of moderate income], Oct 27, 1845, [admission date], aged 39, son of Thomas Jones, Generosus, defunctus [gentleman, deceased], b. Cardiganshire, B.A. Aest [Summer] 1848, M.A. Aest 1852.

JONES, John, Educ. Trinity Coll. Dublin BA; deacon 30.7.1848 [at Bangor], priest 17.12 1848; Perpetual Curate, Beddgelert 1848-1855.

R.R. Hughes, Epitomes of the Bishops and Clergy of the Diocese of Bangor

(UWB Library, typewritten, in 9 volumes)

1851 Census, at Ynystowyn, Ynyscynhaearn [Porthmadog] -  see 1851 

Will of John Jones, dated 1 November 1861, with codicils dated 27 June 1865, and 1867. Executors and Trustees: Ellen Jones (wife, d.11 March 1864), Reverend David Thomas (nephew, d.13 March 1867), Daniel Watney (brother-in-law). Following the deaths of the first two named, Ellen Agnes Jones and Mildred Ellen Jones (daughters) were appointed in their place.

He bequeathed all his household goods, including "manuscripts and pictures" to his wife for her use during her lifetime, but on her death (she died 11 March 1864),  most of his effects were to be distributed to his children, including "portraits and pictures" to his younger children.

1873: John Jones died 6th February 1873, aged 67 years.

Death: Suddenly at the Reephan Rectory, near Lincoln, Rev. John Jones, M.A., Rural Dean, formerly Vicar of Beddgelert, aged 60 years. (North Wales Chronicle, 15th February, 1873)

In 2004, Liz Gatehouse, Abergwyngregyn, who is a descendent of John Jones, had an inherited oil portrait of a clergyman said to be a dean of Bangor. David Price considers it very likely that it is John Jones, who was a rural dean in Lincoln diocese.

1848
Frank Jones Walker Jones, owner of the Beddgelert estate including the Goat Hotel, gave land for the enlargement of the churchyard. A new wall, along with new coping on old wall to be finished by 1 April 1849; the pointing to be finished by 1 May 1849. Remove old walls & digging of foundations. 

(GAS, XPA, Beddgelert Vestry Book, 1, p235)

1849 Jan 10: To the Governors of Queen Anne Bounty:

Perpetual Curate of Beddgelert, for serving which I get £30-10 p.a. & surplice fees amounting to £2 - £3 p.a. There is neither glebe nor parsonage belonging to it. I now rent a house at £50 p.a. three miles from the church. … 

1849 Jan 4 - Sir Richard Bulkeley offers a site for a parsonage and the lay patron, John Priestley Esq offers in money, the value of the land, towards aiding in erecting a house suitable to the station of a clergyman … crave assistance to build a parsonage at Beddgelert. John Jones, A.B. Perpetual Curate of Beddgelert. 

(Rep Body of the Church in Wales, QAB/B51/335)

1849 Jan 15: Inquiries from the Governors of the Bounty of Queen Anne for the augmentation of the maintenance of the Poor Clergy.

1. A perpetual curacy, & the patron is John Priestley Esq, Anglesea.

2. Beddgelert is a parish of itself. The number of inhabitants is above 1,400.

3. Services - One full service in Welsh every Sunday morning; Now there are two full services, one in Welsh & one in English during the six summer months and one in Welsh during the six winter months. The English service is gratuitous.

4. Beddgelert is a perpetual curacy and the minister has been duly nominated by John Priestley Esq. and has been thereupon licensed by the ordinary to the perpetual curacy.

5. There is no house. The present perpetual curate resides in the parish in a house the rent of which is £50 p.a,

6. Value of living: The clear value is £93-10-0 p.a. deriving from a farm in Anglesea called Ucheldre Uchaf £60 minus Income Tax; from another farm in Carnarvoshire called Llwynbedw £15 minus Income Tax; £18 from the Patron, John Priestley Esq, and 10 shillings from Ffridd Uchaf for preaching a sermon in Lent. About £2-13-0 p.a, arises from surplice fees. There is no Easter offering.

John Jones, A.B., Perpetual curate of Beddgelert. (Rep Body of the Church in Wales, QAB/B51/335)

1849 March 14 Vestry meeting: Repairs: Job of repairing the church roof and plastering the church wall and the wall near the gate. Cost £1-10-0d. The north corner of the church - 10/0d. (GAS, XPA Beddgelert Vestry Book, 1, p244)

1849 Aid was sought for the erection of a school and a master’s house to be connected with the British and Foreign School Society. (D E Jenkins, 1899, Beddgelert its Facts Fairies and Folklore, 1899, p 373)

1849
An institution for the training of Church school-masters was established in Caernarfon in 1849. This eventually became St Mary’s College in Bangor. (Atlas of Caernarfonshire, 1977, p 157)

1850 March: Township of Llwynllinor still part of the parish of Beddgelert.

(GAS Beddgelert Vestry minutes p 251)

1850
Beddgelert. Bishop’s visitation Questionnaire Return from Rev John Jones, B.A., perpetual curate.

1-4.
No house (a house about to be built). Resides in Portmadoc, 8 miles away.

5.
Services. Morning service at 11 a.m. Evening service at 2.30 p.m. in summer.

6.
Population in the 1841 census: 1400.

7.
Numbers. About 70 Welsh and 100 English.

8.
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper: 6-7 per annum.

9.
Average number of communicants. About 15, stationary.

10.
English services every Sunday during summer.

11.
What Psalmody is used? ----? From C K Society - 2?

12.
Sick visited.

13.
Dissenters -

14.
Other places of worship - chiefly Calvinistic Methodists; four chapels.

15.
They have itinerant preachers.

16.
Children catechised on Sunday after service.

17 & 18. School - none.

19.
 Dispense religious knowledge? Only by personal intercourse.

20.
 Moral and religious state of parishioners? Not favourable.

( NLW, Church in Wales, B/QA/27, Beddgellert c1850)

1850 March 1: John Jones, Portmadoc, lives 8 miles from the church & pays £60 rent p.a. He has a numerous family. Proposed parsonage:

1½ acre land Sir Richard Bulkeley - value of

£150

Mr John Priestley will give



£100

A H Wood Esq. & 2 sisters



£  15

Mrs Oakley





£  20 








£285

Messr Vawdrey




£    5

Rev John Jones, incumbent



£  25

Mrs Jackson (in Timber)



£    5








£320

In addition, the lady of the Hotel has undertaken to cart all the timber and slate that will be required for the building. …. Craves that the Governors of the Bounty of Queen Anne will give the above proposition favourable consideration. 

1850 March 4: Bishop of Bangor offers to subscribe £30, therefore £350 promised.

(Rep Body of the Church in Wales /QAB/B51)

1850 March 14: A full list of Parish officials (GAS, Beddgelert Vestry records, p 249)

1850 Dec 19: Conveyance of a site for the British School at Beddgelert. Sir Richard Bulkeley Williams, Baronet, to J Walker Jones Esq. & other Trustees. (GAS, PA, Beddgelert Vestry books, 276, Beddgelert)

1851 Apr 19: Plan of land;

1. Sir Richard Bulkeley Williams-Bulkeley  of  Baron Hill, co A, Baronet;

2. Governors of the Bounty of Queen Anne. Consideration 5/-.

1851 Apr 19: Sale of land from Richard Bulkeley Williams-Bulkeley of Baron Hill;  2. The Governors of the Bounty of Queen Anne;

3. Rev John Jones. Clerk, Curacy of Bethkellert. (Rep Body of the Church in Wales, QAB/B51)

1851 April - Census for Ynyscynhaearn parish (Porthmadog)

Ynystowyn:

John Jones
head, married
45yrs
Rector of Beddgelert
born Cardigan

Ellen Jones
wife, married
24yrs



Surrey, Wandsworth

Ellen Agnes
daughter
6



Surrey, Wandsworth

Milred Ellen
daughter
4



Surrey, Wandswoth

Frances Ellen
daughter
3



Surrey, Wandsworth

Gertrude Ellen daughter
1



Caerns. Portmadoc

Mary Ellen
daughter
9 month


Caerns, Portmadoc

1851 June 16: J Jones incumbent. I hereby certify that the yearly value of the perpetual curacy of Beddgelert is £93-10-0 derived as follows: 

From the farm Ucheldre

£60

From the farm Llwynybedw

£15

From the Patron


£18

For preaching 1st Sunday in Lent
£  0-10-0






£93-10-0

The population at 1200 or 1300.

John Priestley, Patron, of the Perpetual Curacy of Beddgelert duly appointed Revd John Jones. (Rep Body of the Church in Wales, QAB/B51)


1851 June 17: Declaration of Architect for parsonage:

James Bell, of 15 Langton Place, W Middlesex, Surrey, declares that he has been accustomed to survey and value and superintend the building of houses and offices and that he has drawn the annexed plans marked A and made the annexed specification B for building a house and suitable offices on glebe land belonging to the curacy of Beddgelert on county Carnarvonshire and Diocese of Bangor and that the plan, specification and estimate are in his judgment severally true and correct.

The above declaration was made at Marlborough Street Police Court in the county of Middlesex this 17th day of June 1851. Signed… Magistrate for the Metropolis. 

(Rep Body of the Church in Wales/ QAB/B51/1566) Large scale detailed plan.

1851 Census: Beddgelert parish included Nantgwynant, Nantmor, Eifionydd, Llwynllinor & Drws y Coed areas.

1851 Religious Census. Nonconformists accounted for nearly 80% of the worshipping population. (D Walker, ed., 1990, A History of the Church in Wales, p 145)

The details for the Festiniog district of Merionethshire, which included Beddgelert, have not survived. The following information has been collated for Beddgelert:

Perpetual curacy; endowed with £800 royal bounty; net income £90; patron and impropriator Mrs Priestley; tithe commuted for £130, subject to rates £28 10s 2d p.a. Church contains 385 free sittings. Place of worship for Calvinistic Methodists. 

(S Lewis, 1848, A Topographical Dictionary of Wales)

One service in Welsh taken by the incumbent. (1850 parliamentary return entitled “Number of Services performed in each church or chapel”)

Incumbent resided. (Returns of the names and residencies of curates and the stipends of each)

(I G Jones, 1981, The Religious Census of 1851: A Calendar of the Returns relating to Wales: Vol II North Wales, p279)


1851
The religious bodies altogether provided accommodation for more than 88% of the total population of the county. Of this Calvinistic Methodists provided 43%; the Anglican church 24%; the Independents 17%, the Wesleyans 10% and the Baptists 5%. There was one Roman Catholic church at Caernarfon. (Atlas of Caernarfonshire, 1977, p 155)

1850s
The Bangor Lay Association was formed in the 1850s. It aimed to band Churchmen together to rectify what was amiss in Church life, and to arrest the further Anglicisation of the Church. They were to press for more frequent Church services in the native tongue, greater efficiency in the Sunday Schools and the promotion of communicant’s guilds. The licensing of lay readers became a mark of extended lay ministry; laymen were encouraged to be Scripture readers, to minister in unconsecrated churches, to visit the sick and in other ways promote godliness. (Atlas of Caernarfonshire, 1977, p 157)

1850/51 A Vicarage was built in an acre of land for Rev John Jones, the first perpetual curate. (D E Jenkins, 1899, Beddgelert its Facts Fairies and Folklore, p 32)

1852 June 25: Parsonage not yet complete. A letter from Charles Easton Spooner.

1852 Aug 7: Charles Easton Spooner of Beddgelert in the county of Carnarvon, Surveyor, declares that the sum of £190 over and above the sum of £250 already paid on account by the Governors of Queen Anne’s Bounty has been expended in labour performed and in materials which have been used in and about the building of the Parsonage house of Beddgelert in the county of Carnarvon and Diocese of Bangor according to the plan and specification approved by the Governors of Queen Anne’s Bounty.

This declaration was made at Morfa Lodge in the county of Carnarvon, 1852, before me, John W Graves, Justice of the Peace of Carnarvonshire.

£100

16 Sept 1851

£150

22 Nov 1851

£153-17-6
  7 Aug 1852

£403-17-6
amount of approp---- in hand. 
Received 7 Aug 1852.

(Rep Body of the Church in Wales, QAB/B51)

1852 Aug 21: Work on Vicarage completed. (Rep Body of the Church in Wales, QAB/ B51)

1852 A Congregational chapel was built on the left-hand side of  Smith Street, as one faces Nant Gwynant. Before this meetings had been held in a stable of the Goat Hotel and then in the club room of Llanciau Eryri, Gwynant Street. The site of the original stable was later used for a new Congregational chapel Cysegr (Sanctuary). (D E Jenkins, 1899, Beddgelert its Facts Fairies and Folklore, p 33). The first chapel was called Capel Ambrose after the name of the Minister. The second site opened in 1900 and closed around 1997. It is now Ganolfan Hebog and includes an Information Centre.

1855: William Hughes. Beddgelert Perpetual Curate. Nomination, Testimonial. Commission to swear the appointee and accept his hand for the faithful performance of his office. (NLW, Church in Wales, Vol I, Miscellaneous Appointments, B/MA/349)

1856 March 20 - 1863 March: Rev William Hughes, M.A., incumbent of Beddgelert perpetual curacy. Patron J Priestley on cessation of J Jones. (A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor through Three Centuries, p 73 & Vestry Book)

1856 Beddgelert. Bishop’s Visitation Questionnaire sent out 25 August 1856. Return.

1.
Services. Two every Sunday and one on other Festivals.

2.
Hours. Sunday services at 10.30 a.m. and 6.0 p.m. Others at 6.30 p.m.

3.
Parsonage. Yes and I reside in it.

4/5.
-

6.
Lord’s Supper. On the first Sunday of each month.

7.
Schools. One day school, average attendance is 30, and the Sunday School average attendance is 26.

William Hughes, Perpetual curate of Beddgelert.

(NLW, Church in Wales, B/QA/28. Beddgelert)

1856 Sept 25: William Hughes, Perpetual curate of Beddgelert to the Lord Bishop re a site for building a National School. (NLW  Church in Wales/ B/LET/6051)

1858-1860 
There were Revivals throughout Wales. 

1859
The Calvinistic Methodist chapel was enlarged again in 1859. 

(D Jenkins, 1899, Beddgelert its Facts Fairies and Folklore, p 30)

In 1859 in Beddgelert this was known as the “revival of David Morgan, Ysbytty”. It drove people to their knees and awoke the people to the importance of prayer. 

(D Jenkins, 1899, Beddgelert its Facts Fairies and Folklore, p 369)

1859-1890
James Colquhoun Campbell was bishop of Bangor. He had been incumbent of Merthyr Tydfil. He was an exemplar of the new model of episcopy, living in the diocese and administering it efficiently. (D Walker, ed., 1990, A History of the Church in Wales, p 160)

A Scot, he taught himself enough Welsh to use it in the pulpit as well as in the Church services. His episcopate began in the year of the 1859 revival which brought Nonconformity to the peak of its influence, but which in some parishes stimulated Church life as well. …The programme of Church building reached its climax in the complete restoration of the cathedral by Sir Gilbert Scott. (A H Dodd, 1968, A History of Caernarvonshire 1284 - 1900, p 351)

1859 Jan 22: By an Indenture dated 22 January 1859 under authority of the Schools Site Acts; the site of the National School was freely voluntarily and without valuable consideration granted and conveyed unto the Minister and Church Wardens of the Parish all that piece of land in the Parish of Beddgelert adjoining the churchyard approximately 1,143 square yards … (Return of Endowed Charities for the County of Caernarvon)

1859 January - The National School was opened by the Dean of Bangor. It closed in 1879. (D  E Jenkins, 1899, Beddgelert its Facts Fairies and Folklore, p 376-7)

1860s
Growth of the Tractarian movement. (High Church)

During the 1860s Ritualism flooded into parts of Wales, especially the Anglicised areas. If Wales had been slow to take up the principles of the Oxford Movement during the 1830s, then by the 1860s, she had caught up, and the Ritualism in England … was equally prevalent in large parts of Wales.

There were signs of committed Tracterianism, and possibly creeping ritualism, in the diocese of Bangor at Beaumaris, Llanfairfechan and Pwllheli; Barmouth, Dolgellau and Tywyn. (N Yates, “The Progress of Ecclesiology and Ritualism in Wales” in Arch. Camb., vol xclix, 2000, p 67)

The roots of Tractarian influence in Wales can be pinpointed very exactly to the diocese of Bangor where the “Hackney Phalanx” bishop, Christopher Bethell, approved of Tractarian teaching and was willing to both ordain and appoint to benefices in his diocese men of strong Tractarian sympathies. A number of leading Welsh Tractarians and ritualises began their ecclesiastical careers in the diocese of Bangor during Bethell’s episcopate. (N Yates, “The Progress of Ecclesiology and Ritualism in Wales” in Arch. Camb., vol xclix, 2000, p 68)

Evan Lewis was perhaps one of the most interesting of the Welsh ritualists, and in a sense the core link between the members of the Hackney Phalax beneficed in Wales, the nationalist wing of the Welsh church and the small coterie of ritualists among the Welsh clergy. He began his long ecclesiastical career as the protege of Bishop Bethell and Dean Cotton of Bangor. He serves as curate to Cotton, who was also rector of Llanllechid, and he married Cotton’s daughter. His brother was vice principal of Jesus College and curate to J H Newman whom he followed into the Roman Catholic church in 1846. 

The leadership of the Tractarian party in Wales was very firmly in the hands of clergy who were born in Wales, mostly educated at Jesus College, Oxford, and who spent most, if not all, of their clerical careers in Wales.

(N Yates, “The Progress of Ecclesiology and Ritualism in Wales” in Arch. Camb., vol xclix, 2000, p 73-74)

The progress of both ecclesiology and ritualism in Wales between 1840 and 1875 was both slow and patchy. The main phase of ecclesiological design in Wales was in the 1870s to 1890s, twenty years later than in England. … The slow progress of ecclesiology in Wales was related to the theological and liturgical conservatism of the Welsh church. …In Wales the religious conservatism of the established church may well have been strengthened by the traumatic events of the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, when the Welsh Calvinistic Methodists decided that their future lay in nonconformity rather than remaining within the establishment. It was certainly not the case that Wales had fewer high churchmen than England among its clerical leadership. In the middle years of the nineteenth century the bishops and senior clergy of the dioceses of Bangor, Llandaff and St Asaph fell within that category. But they were, like Bishop Bethell of Bangor, conservative high churchmen who were sympathetic to Tractarian theology  but less so to liturgical change. … In liturgical terms the Welsh church of the third quarter of the nineteenth century was a bastion of Anglican conservatism. A characteristic which it has, in general terms, maintained to the present day (2000). (N Yates, “The Progress of Ecclesiology and Ritualism in Wales” in Arch. Camb., vol xclix, 2000, p 77)

1861 Census: Beddgelert parish included Nantgwynant, Nantmor, Eifionydd, Llwynllinor & Drws y Coed areas.

1861 Apr 7: Census Schedule no 122 Parsonage

William Hughes
Head
Unmarried
33yrs
P Curate of B
Born Llannor

Anne Hughes

mother
Widow

61


Llandudwen

Ellen Williams
servant
unmarried
19
house servant
Beddgelert, co C.

1860s:  The Priestley's of Dolfriog were at one time patrons of the living of Beddgelert. 

1861-1879 – Richard Edward Priestley held the perpetual curacy.

1863: The separation of the perpetual curacy of Beddgelert from the parish of Llanfrothen took place, due to the patronage of John Priestley, whose father and mother by means of a law-suit had obtained the estates of Trefan in Llanystumdwy and Hafod Garegog in Nanmor, and had left the latter to him as the younger son. 

His son Richard Edward (Priestley) was the first to receive the new living, and held the perpetual curacy from 1861 to 1879, the date of the appointment of the first vicar of Beddgelert.   (J W H 1992 A Light in the West ; from C A Gresham, Parish of Beddgelert, TCHS, 1969 p 27-8))

1864 Jan 22: Testimonial to Richard Edwards Priestley, clerk, B.A. Three clergy signed it.  Nomination : Perpetual curacy now void by cession of William Hughes. M.A.., by John Priestley. Licensed on 27 Jan 1864. (NLW Church in Wales, B/P/ 879)

1864 Richard Edwards Priestley. Beddgelert P C , Nom, T. (NLW, Church in Wales, vol I, p 265,B/MA/ 879)

1864 the perpetual curacy of Beddgelert was separated from Llanfrothen and Richard Edward Priestley was appointed; this was made possible because a patron had at last been found in the person of John Priestley. The Priestley family of Trefan being landowners in Nanmor. (C A Gresham, Eifionydd, 1973, p 72)

1864 July 1 (& August 1824) Notes by Sir Stephen R Glynne, Bart, p 245. (Arch Camb., 1900, Notes on the Older Churches in the four Welsh Dioceses, p171)

This church, though small, is loftier and of greater pretension than any others of the neighbourhood. It once belonged to a Priory, and consists now of one undivided space of fair height, but on the north side are two very fine Early English arches in the wall, which once divided off a short aisle, now unhappily destroyed. These two arches have fine deep mouldings, unusual in Wales, and the pillars composed of clustered shafts, with moulded capitals. There are three orders of arch-mouldings, and the shafts are set at intervals, large and small. 

The east window is a fine triplet of considerable length and dignity, without shafts, but having mouldings. 

The west window is a small lancet. All other windows are modern insertions. The west doorway, within a modern porch, is very plain and pointed. There is a rude west gallery, and pews tolerably uniform, and the walls covered with coffin-plates. The roof ceiled; the font poor and doubtful. The west end is mantled with ivy, and over the gable is a bell-cot, with arch for one bell.

1865 March 20: Richard Edwardes Priestley, perpetual curate of Beddgelert. A True copy from Deed attached to parish map. (Gives landowner, occupier, name of holding & quantity of land for whole parish - including township of Llwynllinor)

1865 June 14: letter from the Ecclesiastical Commission, Whitehall Place, London, to Messr. Burder & Dunning, 27 Parliament Street, London: 

“Understanding that a charge of £40 p.a. net upon the impropriate tithe and charge of the above parish and constituting a benefaction which was last year met by the Ecclesiastical Commission for England with a grant of a capital sum of £1,000 in favour of the above living, has been secured to the Benefice through the medium of the Governors of Queen Anne’s Bounty, I have to request that you will be good enough to furnish the commissioners with a certificate to the effect that the conveyance has been made in due form.” (Rep Body of the Church in Wales, QAB/B51)

1867  Capel Bethania was rebuilt in its present form at the total cost of £434. … and cleared the debt in seven years.  … In a room above the chapel, which measures the length of the building by about twelve foot wide, the old schoolmasters drummed the rudiments into the boys and girls of a generation or two ago. … The pastor of this active little cause lives (1899) in the manse and the northern end of the chapel. It has a thriving Sabbath School of  some one hundred and twenty, and special classes during winter months for the study of different subjects of permanent value. 

(D E Jenkins, 1899, Beddgelert Its Facts Fairies and Folklore, p 248)

1869
One of the most significant indications that the church was aware of its mission was the establishment of the Diocesan Church Extension Society. It aimed to erect and endow churches as needed in populous places, to provide halls for Sunday School and lecture purposes where the population was distant from the parish church, to increase the supply of curates and to create a class of Scripture readers to help the clergy. The Society had a marked effect in Caernarfonshire. (Atlas of Caernarfonshire, 1977, p 157)

1869 Beddgelert return for the Bishop’s Visitation:

Revd R Priestley; population 1,275. The Beddgelert Return was blank, as was the Llanfrothen return. (NLW, Church in Wales / B/QA/30) 

1871 A School Board was elected, and the deed transferring the British School  (chapel) to the Board was signed in January 1872. (D Jenkins, 1899, Beddgelert its Facts Fairies and Folklore, 377) 

1871 March: Vestry meeting. Vicar Revd Richard Edwards Priestley. Meeting adjourned from the vestry to the National School Room as the vestry was too small. (GAS, XPA, Beddgelert Minute Book, 1804-1884)

1871 Census: Beddgelert parish included Nantgwynant, Nantmor, Eifionydd, Llwynllinor & Drws y Coed areas.

1871 Apr 2: Census: schedule No 1; Parsonage

Richard Priestley
Head
Unmarried
34yrs
Vicar of B
born Llanffinan, A

Sarah Williams
servant
unmarried
37       Domestic serv. Towyn, Merioneth

1875 July 8: Received from Porthdinlleyn and Capel Curig Turnpike Trust the sum of £62-10-7d. (GAS, XPA, Beddgelert Minute Book, 1804-1884)

1875: "The most beautiful part of the church was S Mary's choir, there were the principal seats the sides of which were higher than the sitter, but directly opposite each person was a round hole facing the Communion table. These seats were all black polished oak covered with skilful carving" (Cymru Jnl, ?1875) Possibly medieval woodwork made up into box pews in the eighteenth century. ( Hughes & North, 1924, p 224) The chancel was lit by a four light square-headed window, and all the windows were of splendid coloured glass. (Cymru, Jnl ?1875) 

This was probably an exaggeration (Hughes & North, 1924, p 224)

Hen Capel, Nant Gwynant. (See detailed notes on the history of this chapel)

1877 June 14: Resolved that John Owens, Hafod Llwyfog and Robert Williams be hereby authorised to cut down the trees in the old chapel site, Nantgwynant, and sell the same for money to go towards purchasing the hearse, and let the ground at a yearly rent to the tenant of Hengapel. John Rowlands, chairman. (GAS, XPA, Beddgelert Minute Book, 1804-1884)

1878 Jan 12: Proposed by Mr W Evans, Meillionydd, seconded by Mr J Roberts, The Post Office, that all the Rate Payers of Beddgelert in Vestry lawfully assembled hereby agree to sell the ?lease of old rights, as far as the Law allows, the plot of land near Hen Gapel belonging to the Parish called Capel Gwynant, for the sum of £1,000 should no other purchaser offer more before the 25 March next 1878. Revd Richard Edwards Priestley, Chairman. (GAS, XPA, Beddgelert Minute Book, 1804-1884)

1878 April 15: Special Vestry meeting with reference to Mr Wyatt’s offer for the purchase of Hen Gapel. It is proposed to adjourn the vestry until the arrival of certain papers from London. (GAS, XPA, Beddgelert Minute Book, 1804-1884)

1878 May 8: Revd R E Priestley. Parishioners of the parish of Beddgelert do concur with the Vicar of Beddgelert in selling to James Wyatt of Bryn Gwynant Esq., at the price of £200 a plot of land containing 20 perches more or less situate in Nant Gwynant in the above parish and known as Hen Gapel and that the said purchase money of £200 be divided equally between the Parishioners and the Vicar. Conveyance executed. (GAS, XPA, Beddgelert Minute Book, 1804-1884)

1879 Brynhirallt bridge had fallen down & was to be repaired. (GAS, XPA, Beddgelert Minute Book, 1804-1884)

1879 “At an enquiry, statement was made that the school had ceased to be used as an elementary school since 1879. The school room is used for the purposes of a Sunday School …”. ( GAS, Parish of Beddgelert records c 1964)

1879 March 29: John Priestley of Hirdrefaig, co Anglesey, Esq., the true & undoubted Patron of the Perpetual Curacy & Parish Church of Beddgelert (after the resignation of Rev. Richard Edwards Priestley, clerk, B.A., the last incumbent thereof) presents the Rev. Richard Williams. (NLW Church in Wales B/P 1182)

1879 Apr 2 : Reference for Richard Williams, clerk, of St Bees College, presented to the benefice of Beddgelert, Co Caernarfon.  Testimonial signed by Rector of Llanllyni, vicar of Llandwrog, Llanwnda & Llanfagan. (NLW Church in Wales, B/P/1182)

1879 - 1898: the Rev Richard Williams: appointment of the first vicar of Beddgelert. Patron - John Priestley on cessation of R E Priestley. (A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor through Three Centuries, p 85) (Beddgelert churchyard no 411) (J W H 1992 A Light in the West ; from C A Gresham, Parish of Beddgelert, TCHS, 1969 p 27-8))

1879 Ecclesiatical Dilapidation Act 1871. Schedule specifying in detail the works needed to make good the dilapidation - after the resignation of Richard Edwardes Priestley- (6 pages of foolscap)

1. Vicarage house, offices & grounds.

2. Tenement - Llwyn y Bedw Uchaf, parish of Clynnog, co Caernarfon

House, stable, cowhouse, second stable, carthouse, pigsty, walling.

3. Tenement - Ucheldref in parish of Llanflewin, co Angleset: Tyn y Buarth roof, dairy & cutting place, granary, cartshed & cowhouse with stackyard, calf house& fodder house, stable and fodder house, chaise house & hack stable, open cowshed next road, Principal entrance gate, the courtyard gate, pigsty.

1879 Sept 10: Last incumbent Rev R E Priestley, clerk, B.A., is liable to £146-13-0.

Rev Richard Williams applied for £150 loan for 15 years. Patron John Priestley signed his contract. Yearly income of benefice £183-19-10; net £174-9-6.

Fire Insurance - I believe the Vicarage is insured, but have not yet had the particulars. Population last census: 1452. Date of admission to benefice 9 April 1879. Age last birthday- 37 years. 

Diocesan Surveyor - Henry Kennedy Esq, Bangor. Inspection was made because Benefice was vacant. In the schedule by the Diocesan Surveyor it is stated that the works ought to be executed by 23 June 1880. 

Request for loan for the whole sum

£146-13-0



   & to Surveyor

£    4-  4-0

Any sum received from the Act (1871)? No. The late incumbent has nothing of his own and is entirely dependant on his father. It would be quite useless to take legal steps to recover the sum due. Form completed by Richard Williams, 8 Dec 1879. 

(Rep Body of the Church in Wales, QAB/B51/477)

1879 Nov 28: There is no money to pay for repairs.

1879 Dec 2: Late incumbent “ unsteady - in monetary difficulty”

1879 Dec 8: (as also at Sept 10): Annual profits of Benefice of Beddgelert:

Incomings: Rents of estate - 2 farms £75 +£15

£90

Value of glebe land in hand




£  1

Fees






about
£12

From Ecclesiastical Commissioners



£33-6-8

Proceeds from glebe land invested in Console by Ecc Com
£  3-3-2

From J Priestley Esq, Patron




£44-10-0









£183-19-10

Outgoings: Land Tax



£0-4-1

Poor & other Rates about


£7-0-0

Income Tax




£2-6-3







£9-10-4
Net £174-9-6.

Sworn at Bryn Gwynant, Beddgelert, county of Carnarvon by Rev Richard Williams, before James Wyatt a Justice of the Peace in & for the county of Carnarvon.

1879 Dec 26: Vicarage insured for £600 from Michaelmas 1878-79.

1879 Dec 31: Governors of the Bounty of Queen Anne will pay for repairs.

(Rep Body of the Church in Wales, QAB/B51)

1880 May 8: Henry Kennedy, surveyor. £92-17-3d ought to be paid to the Revd R Williams, Vicarage, Beddgelert, in respect of works executed to the buildings of the above benefice, out of the money standing to the credit of the Dilapidation Account of the Incumbent with the Governors of the Queen Anne Bounty (for vicarage repairs).

1880 May 10: Revd Richard Williams, Vicarage, Beddgelert.

Mr Kennedy’s certificate as regards repairs carried out at the vicarage. (Rep Body of the Church in Wales, QAB/B51/10307)

1880 June 2: Mortgage for securing £155 with interest.  Indenture between

1. Rev Richard Williams

2. Governors of the Bounty of Queen Anne for the augmentation of the maintenance of the Poor Clergy.

Witnesses: Rice Williams, Saracen’s Head, Beddgelert, hotel keeper & Eben Roberts, Post Office, Beddgelert, accountant. (NLW Church in Wales, B/Bounty/4M)

1880 Governors of the Queen Anne Bounty grants £155 for term of 18 years; Interest £4 p.a. ( Rep Body of the Church in Wales, QAB/B51)

1880 Nov 25: Public Vestry Meeting in the National Schoolroom.

Proposed by James Wyatt Esq., Bryn Gwynant, seconded by Mr Richard Humphrey, Goat Hotel, to petition for a Faculty. Richard Williams, chairman (& Vicar).William Parry & John Roberts, Church Wardens.  (NLW, Church in Wales. B/F/58R)

Hardly any graves will be disturbed, the architect says they can be arched over. Those graves within the walls of the proposed new transept will be enclosed in the building and not disturbed at all. (NLW, Church in Wales. B/F/58Q)

1880:  Entry in Vestry Book notes “proposed by J Wyatt Esq., of Bryn Gwynant, and seconded by Richard Humphrey, Goat Hotel and carried. That it is desirable  to petition for a faculty to carry out the proposed restoration of Beddgelert church together with the extension of a transept on the north side of the church. There was a  complete restoration of the east window. (GAS, XPA, Beddgelert Minute Book, 1804-1884) Its fine coloured glass being a memorial to one who had been responsible for the restoration.” (J W H 1992 A Light in the West)

1880 The faculty survives for the erection of the north transept or chapel, reusing the arcade, and also shows a vestry on the south side of the chancel (NLW Church in Wales/B/F 58).

A window was inserted into the blocked 18th century doorway and the other windows were also probably at this date and the chancel arch and porch added. The plan also shows the window in the north wall of the chancel above the 13th century door. This window was partially blocked as a result of the construction of the vestry.

1881 Jan 6: Re Faculty: “ That plans of the proposed Restoration and extension of the said parish church of Beddgelert with specification of the same and plans showing the positions of the graves and tombstones proposed to be disturbed were laid before the parishioners assembled at the said vestry meeting and approved of; 

that the said plans and specifications are now deposited in the Registry of the Diocese of Bangor; 

that a sufficient sum of money has been collected to defray the probable cost of the proposed restoration and extension of the said church and the furnishing the same with all things needful and necessary for the due performance of divine worship therein.

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that your worship will be pleased to decree a Licence and Faculty for the purposes aforesaid provided no sufficient cause be shown to the contrary.
6 January 1881

Richard Williams, Vicar; John Roberts & William Parry, Church Wardens.

1881 March 7: Faculty granted. (NLW, Church in Wales, B/F/58/P)

1881 Jan 31: Citation: Petition from the Vicar & churchwardens, parish of Beddgelert.- “ that the old Parish Church of Beddgelert being in a very dilapidated condition and its internal arrangements inconvenient and insufficient for the parishioners attending threat for Divine Service, it was some time decided to call a vestry meeting for the purpose of taking into consideration the advisability of applying for the necessary Faculty to pull down parts of the said Parish church and add other parts to and restore the same and for the removing certain graves and tombstones which would be in the way of the proposed additions and alterations that the vestry meeting held on 25 November 1880 of which due notice had been given, the following was agreed unanimously decided “ that it is desirable to petition for a Faculty to carry out the proposed restoration of Beddgelert Church together with the extension of a transept on the North side of the said church”.

(NLW, Church in Wales, B/F/58/C2).  

1881 March 7: Faculty for Restoration of church. P. Citatory decree (2), Resolution passed at vestry or PC meeting, Queries, copy of Faculty granted, Corr (1). 

(NLW, Church in Wales, B/F/58). 

1881 Census: Beddgelert parish included Nantgwynant, Nantmor, Eifionydd, Llwynllinor & Drws y Coed areas.

1881 Apr 3 Census Schedule No 2 Parsonage

Richard Williams
Head
Married
38yrs
Vicar of B
born Penrhyn, Mer

Elizabeth A Williams
Wife
Married
29


Shropshire

Richard Williams
son
unm

1


Beddgelert

Annie E Williams
daughter unm

4


Nantlle

Hannah Prichard
servant
unm

14
nurse

Llannor

Jane Williams

servant
unm

23
gen servant
Nantlle

1881 April 14: Discussed - £80 of the £100 from the sale of Hen Gapel may be used as a loan in connection with Highways expenses. (GAS, XPA, Beddgelert Minute Book, 1804-1884)

1881 May 19: S LL Parry Esq, Craflwyn was present at the meeting. (GAS, XPA, Beddgelert Minute Book, 1804-1884)

1881
Beddgelert: National School P. (NLW, Church in Wales, Licence for Divine Service)

1881 Dec 15: Vestry meeting - resolved that 2/- should be asked towards the Highway Rate for every load of slates from Cwmllan Quarry & that 1/6 should be asked for every load of timber from Nantgwynant. (GAS, XPA, Beddgelert Minute Book)

1882 March 25: Passed that £60 out of the £100 for ground at Nantgwynant may be used as a loan for Highways expenses - to be refunded when money is received next time from County Treasurer. Consideration of Burial fees. £10 from Revd Daniel Vawdrey, Plas Gwynant, in connection with Nantmor Highway. (GAS, XPA, Beddgelert Minute Book, 1804-1884)

1882: Font: The basin may have been a holy water stoup. (Hughes & North, Old Churches of Snowdonia, 1924, p225)  The Step, stem and inscription are 19th century. There are two inscriptions: on the base is 'In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.'  using an alphabet invented by Nennius who compiled the 'Historia Brittonum between 790-800 AD.

On the upper rim is ''R. W. Vicar, W.E.P. Churchwarden, Restored 1882' in 'Bardic' alphabet said to have been devised by the Bard Iolo Morganwg (1747-1826). This alphabet seems to have been popular in the parish during the later part of the 19th century. In several houses, books are to be found in which it was used when writing names and addresses.  (J W H 1992 A Light in the West)

W.E.P. was William Edward Parry, one of the churchwardens. He was a mining engineer and was the Cwm Llan slate quarry manager, living at Cwmllan, Nantgwynant, the house above the waterfalls, demolished by soldiers training for the second world war. 

1882 Stained glass: The East window stained glass was inserted into 13th century stonework in memory of James Wyatt of Bryn Gwynant who died aged 87; it was given by his wife Anne. There are nine biblical scenes: the Resurrection, Ascension, Transfiguration, Calling the Disciples, Crucifixion, Anointing, Annunciation, Nativity, and Baptism.

1884
Beddgelert. Bishop’s Visitation Questionnaire 

Services: 10.30 and 6.0 Welsh.


    10-11.30 English, 6.0 in summer.

Ministry: monthly worship in Summer in English.

Baptisms: 9

Communion: 43 - 28 average.

Congregation: 55, 84 English in summer.

(NLW, Church in Wales, B/QA/32,Beddgelert, 1884)

Extension of Burial ground:

1884 April 19: Revd Daniel Vawdrey & A B Priestley were amongst those present. … It was proposed that a burial ground shall be provided for the Parish of Beddgelert under the Burials (beyond the Metropolis) Act. It was proposed that the present churchyard be extended without the formation of a burial board. A majority were  in favour of a Burial Board under the Burial Act. A Poll was demanded.

1844 May 17: Nine persons were named as Members of a Burial Board. (GAS, XPA, Beddgelert Minute Book, 1804-1884)

1885 June 15: The Conveyance of piece of land at Beddgelert by Mr George Banner & his mortgagees, to the Burial Board for the parish of Beddgelert. (GAS, Pa, Parish of Beddgelert Accession No 276)

In 1884 Evan Lewis, a prominent tractarian, became Dean of Bangor. (D Walker, ed., 1990, A History of the Church in Wales, p150)

1886
Revival again influenced Beddgelert. It laid stress on Christian fellowship and convinced the church that spiritual success does not depend on great talents only.

(D Jenkins, 1899, Beddgelert its Facts Fairies and Folklore, p 369 -70)

1888 The Rector of Llanfrothen defied the provisions of the 1880 Burial Act, disallowing a Nonconformist burial, locking the church gates. The gates were broken at the instigation of Lloyd George, the funeral was held and legal proceedings ensued. In the event the action defying the rector’s ban was sustained. (Atlas of Carnarfonshire, 1977, p 158). 

This illustrates the attitude of the rector to other denominations.

1889
New County Councils took over what had been the preserve of Tory magistrates. Nonconformists became more involved in local government.

1890-1899
Daniel Lewis Lloyd was bishop of Bangor. He was the first Welsh speaking bishop in nearly two centuries, and the last to live in the old episcopal palace at Bangor. (A H Dodd, 1968, A History of Caernarvonshire, p 352)

1891 Census: Beddgelert parish included Nantgwynant, Nantmor, Eifionydd, Llwynllinor & Drws y Coed areas.

1891 Apr 5 Census Schedule No 109 Parsonage

Richard Williams
Head
Married
48yrs
Vicar of B
born Penrhyn, Mer 

Elizabeth A Williams
Wife
Married
39


Shropshire

Annie E M Williams
daughter unm

14


Llanllyfni

May Williams

daughter unm

 8


Beddgelert

Ida L Williams
daughter unm

 6


Beddgelert

John D Williams
son
   unm

 2


Beddgelert

Mary Francis

niece
   unm

20


Penrhyndeudraeth

Ellen A Williams
servant
   unm

15     Gen/Domestic
Portmadoc

Had their son Richard, born 1880 died, or moved away? He is not buried in Beddgelert.

1891: There is a large brass tablet memorial in the  chancel inscribed, '' To the memory of Harry Owen, who was the landlord of the Pen y Gwryd for forty four years. This tablet was erected by his many admirers and friends on his death in 1891.''

1891: There is a Communion Flagon to match the 1610 Paten and Chalice, engraved with the figures of Our Lord on the Cross, St. Jude and St. John. ''Presented to Beddgelert Church by James B. Elkington, November 25th 1891''. He was a silversmith residing at Craflwyn. In 2004 this flagon was kept at the Midland bank in Porthmadog.

1896 : Lectern: It is of carved oak in the form of a winged eagle and is inscribed. ''To the glory of God and in memory of the Rev Daniel Vawdrey, MA, of Plas Gwynant in this parish, entered into his rest on the 8th day of November 1896, aged 69. This lectern is placed in the house of prayer, where he used to worship by L.B.V, D.V. and T.S.V.'' (his two nephews and niece)

1898 Apr 10: In loving Memory of the Revd Richard Williams for 19 years Vicar of this parish who entered into rest of Easterday April 10 1898 aged 56. “ If ye then be risen with Christ seek those things which are above”.

Also of Elizabeth Anne his beloved wife who died May 22 1900 aged 48 years.

Also of Emma Louisa Martin (of Callington, Cornwall) born 29 July 1818 died 18 Sept 1917. (Beddgelert churchyard, Memorial Inscriptions B411)

1898 April 27: Beddgelert Vacancy. Letter or warrant of sequestration. 

(NLW, Church in Wales, B/S/15)

1898 - 1939 : Rev John Jenkins, B.A., became the incumbent on death of R Williams. Patron J F L Priestley.  (A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor through Three Centuries, p 93

1898 Aug: Beddgelert. Dilapidations. Citatory Decree, surveyors certificate re report, Bishop’s final order re changes, corr. (1). (NLW, Church in Wales, B/D/35)

To make good dilapidations in

- the official house (details given but not copied)

- Ucheldra Uchaf farm, Llanfflewin parish, in dairy, kitchen, store landing, pigsty, barn, hen house, feeding shippon, walls of yard, gate, stable loft, churning shed, shed for heifers, field gate, rendering, roofs, locks, painting.

- Llwynbedw Uchaf in Llanllyfni parish. Kitchen, dairy, pig sty, barn, reveals, roof, locks, painting.

Total estimate £44 -5-0d.

Surveyor for diocese of Bangor: P Shearson Gregory. Incumbent- J Jenkins B A. (NLW, Church in Wales, B/D/35)

1898 Aug 17: Benefice of Beddgelert; Dilapidations on vacancy (as above) 

(Rep Body of the Church in Wales, QAB/B51/4452)

1899 Apr 3: Dilapidations at Vicarage
    cost £20





Farm buildings
£20
J. Jenkins. 

(Rep Body of the Church in Wales, QAB/B51/4452)

1899-1925
Watkin Herbert Williams, bishop of Bangor.

1900
Beddgelert Bishop’s visitation Questionnaire Return 8 January.

1.
John Jenkins, The Vicarage, Beddgelert. Instituted August 1898.

2.
Resident.

3.
Holds no other benefices.

4.
No assistant curate, no other assistance rec’d.

5.
Services: Sundays - 2 Welsh, 1 English (summer)



    Weekdays - 1 Welsh.

6. Numbers: Sunday morning English - 120 (summer)





Welsh 
- 45


         
         Evening Welsh 
- 80.


        
         Weekdays
   40.

7.
Sacrament ministered: Once a month in Welsh. Early celebrations in the summer and on Church Festivals.

8.
Average Communicants in church 40 Welsh service. Easter Day 1899 10 English & 46 Welsh.

9.
Numbers.
1896
1897
1898
1899

Baptised

7
10
7
9

Confirmed

-
-
-
12

Married



Buried


3
9
10
11


10a).
When do you catechise the children of the Parish? Thursday evening and Sunday afternoons. Orally.

10b).
How many were confirmed in last four years? 12 in 1899, 4 adults. 10 regular communicants.

10c).
What classes after confirmation? Communicants’ meetings.

10d).
Communicants’ roll? Yes. About 50 regular communicants and about 10 occasional. (No. of visitors in summer variable)

11.
Other methods for preparing parishioners for Holy Communion. Bible classes and Communicants meetings.

12.
Average number of scholars - 52 Welsh.

13.
Give Religious Instruction in school and for Pupil teachers? Yes.

14.
-

15.
Population of parish: 1217.

16.
Dissenters Places of worship. Welsh. 4 Calvinistic Methodists (3 reside in parish), 1 Independent.

17.
 Do you make public for parishioners the statement of offering? Yes.

18.
Raised £6-13-0d for SPCK.

19.
No meeting in aid of Foreign and Home Missions, Church Societies, day of Intercession for missions not observed. No branch of Church of England Temperance Society, or Church of England Purity Society.

20.
Societies- Young Men’s Association for Mutual Improvement, Do use commendatory letters for communicants leaving the parish / emigrating.

21.
Income from benefice: £187.

Less expenses. Net total £144 + house.

22.
Is a Glebe house. Last inspected October 1899. It is insured by the Ecclesiastical Insurance office for £600.

23.
Church accommodation- 330.

24.
Any need for increased accommodation? Yes, Mission church at Rhyd Ddu is needed.

25.
Do you keep a record of pastoral visits?

26.
-

27.
 Mission held - 4 days in March 1899. Missioners: The Revds the Vicar of Llandinorwic and Curate of Ynyscynchaiarn.

28.
Is churchyard used for burials? No. Well kept? Yes. Burial provision? Adjacent cemetery which is unconverted land. Burials under Mr Osborne Morgan’s Act: 1894-1; 1895- 1; 1899 -2.

John Jones, Incumbent; Church wardens: David Jones, R Jones. 8 January 1900.

(NLW, Church in Wales. B/QA/ 33, Beddgelert 1900)

1900 The site of the original stable was used for a new Congregational chapel, Cysegr (Sanctuary). (D E Jenkins, 1899, Beddgelert its Facts Fairies and Folklore, p 33). The new site opened in 1900 and closed around 1997.

1900 Oct 1: re Faculty for Heating apparatus. “a grave will have to be disturbed”.  

(NLW, Church in Wales, B/F/59/Corr 1)

1900 Oct 23: re Faculty for Heating apparatus. Church wardens: Robert Jones, Minafon, Beddgelert & D Jones, Sygun Terrace, Beddgelert. (NLW, Church in Wales, B/F/59/Q)

1901 Jan 17: Beddgelert P. Faculty for Heating Apparatus. Citatory decree, Queries, copy of Faculty granted, Corr. (1) Plan. (NLW, Church in Wales, B/F/59). £120 raised in Bazaar.

Rev John Jenkins, Vicar, is “desirous of placing in the parish church of Beddgelert a heating apparatus and to build outside in the grave yard of the said parish church of Beddgelert a boiler room in connection with such heating apparatus that the said boiler room will have to be sunk into the ground about four feet deep and will consequently interfere with two or three graves, and  that work is considered desirable because the church is not now sufficiently and properly heated”. (NLW, Church in Wales, B/F/59/F)

1901 A faculty contains a plan showing the proposed location of a boiler room where room where the present vestry stands and the location of the below floor piping in the chancel and to the west of the chancel arch (NLW Church in Wales/B/F/59). It is probable that the present vestry and boiler house were built at this date, the plans being altered after the granting of the faculty. A brick built chimney was built into the north wall of the chancel and the boiler room floor was lowered 0.96 m. The roof appears to be of 19th century date. (GAT: Gazetteer of Churches in Gwynedd 1994/5)

1901 Census: Beddgelert parish included Nantgwynant, Nantmor, part of the former Pennant township in Eifionydd, Drws y Coed & part of Llwynllinor townships / areas.




1901 April Census 
Schedule No 2 Vicarage

John Jenkins     Head    single 30yrs Clergyman C of E Born Cardigan, Llanuwchaiarn 

Sarah Jenkins    sister    single 42 yrs

            Carmarthen, Llanfihangel de Arth

Rachel Thomas servant single 24 yrs
Domestic S
           Born Cardigan, Llandyssul

John J Jones      visitor  single 28 yrs Commercial traveller. Born Cardigan, Filian

All spoke both Welsh and English.

1901 King Edward VII ( - 1910)

1904-1905 Revival across much of Wales. There is no reference to any impact on Beddgelert church or community.

1905 Oct 21: Beddgelert. Bishop’s Visitation Queries. Noted changes from 1900 return.

5.
Services: Church Summer 2 English, 1 Welsh - Sundays


    
2 Welsh - Sundays


    
Weekdays - 1 Welsh.

6.
Attendance. Sunday a.m. 
100 English, 
50 Welsh




Evening
50 English
120 Welsh




Weekdays


40 Welsh.

7.
Sacrament administered 8.0 a.m. every Sunday; 10.0 a.m. and 11.30 a.m. every month.

8.
Average number of communicants: Sundays 60 English, 90 Welsh.

Actual Easter Day 1905- 43 English, 75 Welsh.

9.
Numbers
1901
1902
1903
1904
1905

Baptised

6
4
7
8
4

Confirmed

3
-
-
-
3

Married

3
1
-
2
-

Buried


7
11
6
16
2

10.
Catechising of children. Friday evening at 6.0 o’clock. 

How many confirmed in last 4 year- 6, no adults. All regular communicants.

Post confirmation - Weekly Bible class. Have a Communion roll. No other persons in Holy Orders in the Parish.

11.
Preparation of parishioners for Communion- Communicants meeting in church once a month.

12.
Number of scholars - 95.

13.
Yes, give religious instruction for scholars & pupil teachers.

15.
Population of parish - 1230.

16.
Dissenting places of worship: Calvinistic Methodist - 4, 3 reside in parish.


Independent -1, lay preacher resides in parish.


Baptists -1 , lay preacher resides in parish.

17.
Yes, statement of offerings available to parishioners.

18.
Total sum of offerings & collections £26. Gifts received - Prayer books, hymn books, Welsh and English. £5 for the poor. Parish raised £7-8-6d for Clerical Augmentation Fund. Foreign Mission- 19 shilling and sixpence.

20.
Mission meetings - held in aid of CMS. There is a Young Men’s Association for Mutual Improvement. There is a Parochial Library / Institute. 

Yes, I do use commendatory letters for communicants leaving the parish/emigrating.

21.
Income £163-17-10 ½ d.

Offertories
£   15 -0- 0
equals £ 178 -17-10 ½ d

Expenses



£   16 -16- 7

Nett Total



£ 162 -1-3 ½ d.

22.
 Yes, have a Glebe house. Inspected 6 years ago. Insured  £1-9-6.

23.
330 seats all free.

24.
Need two Mission Rooms - Rhyd Ddu and Nantgwynant.

25.
Yes, keep record of pastoral visits. No families unvisited.

26.
No mission held in parish.

27.
Churchyard closed but well kept. Unconsecrated cemetery used. Proper arrangements made for burial of the poorest people.

28.
Burials under the Osborne Morgan Act

1899
1900
1901
1902
1903
1904

2
3
-
1
-
3

29.
Any alterations to fabric since last visitation? NO ( windows and ornaments)

30.
Effect of recent revival within parish? (unfortunately no comment was made).

(NLW, Church in Wales, B/QA/34, Beddgelert 1905)

1909 June 9: Reply to Rev John Jenkins. The Vicarage, Beddgelert.

Details of properties belonging to this benefice-

1. The southern part of a farm of 130 acres in 6 fields, Ucheldre in Llanfflewyn parish, but the acreage belonging to your living is not stated in the deed of 1764.

2. (Llwynbedw Uchaf) 28 acres 3 roods 2 perches of inclosed land in Clynnog parish.

3. Vicarage 1 acre 2 roods 0 perches, part of Glasdrain.

4. Tithe rent charge in respect of lands in the parish amount to £50 p.a.

(Rep body of the Church in Wales, QAB/B51)

1910-1936 King George V 

1914-1918 First World War.

1917 Aug 20: Beddgelert P. Faculty for Memorial tablets. Petition, Citatory decree, copy of Faculty granted, Corr. (4) D. (NLW, Church in Wales, B/F/60). 

Slate Memorial to RUDD petitioned by John William Rudd, (brother of G P F Rudd, whose widow & second wife was Nita Rudd) 8 Anerley Park, Anerley, Kent SE 20 

(Sydenham area); (staying at Erw Fair 23-30 July 1917);

Ida Ferris Rudd & Ruby M Ferris Rudd - daughters of G P F Rudd, engineer;

on 25 Aug 1917. (NLW, Church in Wales, B/F/60/F)

1920 July 1
Half year tithe due. Gives Owner, address, tithe number & occupier.

(NLW, Church in Wales, B/Tithe documents / Beddgelert 459)

1920 The Disestablishment of the Church in Wales.

1920 A Stained glass window in south wall of chancel in memory of John J Priestley and family is inscribed: Left: Good Shepherd; right: The Light of the World.

1920 May: Beddgelert P. Faculty for Stained glass windows. Petition, Citatory decree, Corr (2) 

Petition for stained glass window in memory of her parents, brother and sister, by Mrs Anabella S Wynn Griffith of Crug.” The living of Beddgelert was in the gift of my father, then of my eldest brother, Major J O J Priestley, who was succeeded by his only son, Mr S P L Priestley, who died soon after. My father relinquished his claim to the Tithes in the interest of the successive vicars of the parish and now, under the new order of things, private patronage has been done away with. The small window has two lights, both represent our Blessed Lord. In one as the Good Shepherd and in the other as the Light of the world. (NLW, Church in Wales, B/F/500). 

1921 : The wooden panelling to the sanctuary and chancel, the altar screen choir stalls, desks and other furniture, all of carved oak, were added.  They were presented to the church by the Rev John Morris Parry, late of Plas y Nant, Betws Garmon, in memory of his mother Elizabeth Parry who died in 1918. He was a liberal benefactor to St Mary's. On his death in 1947, he left a substantial bequest in a Trust to the church.

1921 Oct 21: Beddgelert. Dilapidations. Surveyor’s report, surveyors final certificate, corr. (3). 

Bedgelert vicarage. H Harold Hughes, Inspector of Board of Dilapidations.

£67-19-5d already spent; £5-10-0 required. No 647. 

(NLW, Church in Wales, B/D/36). 

1922: A Host box fitted into an oak case was a gift of the late Rev J M Parry, 1922.

1922 Sept. The PCC accepted drawings & plans for wooden panels and screen given by the Rev J M Parry in memory of his mother.

1922 A New harmonium was discussed.

1923 April. Rev J M Parry had presented a communion set.

1923 April. Fund raising was proposed for a new organ.

(Parish Minutes Books in Gwynedd Archives, Caernarfon. 1894 - 1926).

Quite recently (published in 1924) the vestry has been rebuilt as a one storey building, but this has not been made so broad as the old, and no foundations were discovered on the northern side, but the old priest's door was then reopened.

(Hughes & North, Old Churches of Snowdonia, 1924, p 225)

1925-1928
Daniel Davies was bishop of Bangor.

Between the 1870s and the 1930s the evangelical tradition in the Church of Wales declined. The ritualism and Anglo-catholic loyalties did not become the force in Wales which similar movements became in England. … The catholic section of the church gained ground until the second world war. (D Walker, ed.,1990, A History of the Church in Wales, p 182)

1927 Aug. 
Oil & coal supplies for the church.

1927. Sept. 
A church restoration fund was proposed.

1928-1944
Charles Alfred Howell Green was bishop of Bangor.

1928 Sept. The Architect’s report was read. The Estimate was £650 for building work & £1,000 for heating apparatus, architect’s fees etc.

1928 Sept. The Bell cote damaged by storms; repaired with a skim of cement.

1929 April. Alms dish presented by Capt & Mrs Smith, Gogarth Abbey & pair of brass candlesticks by Mrs Fiskes, Sygun Fawr.

(Parish Minutes Books in Gwynedd Archives, Caernarfon. 1894 - 1926).

In 1929 £1,000 was subscribed, the church was restored and was re-opened by the Lord Bishop of Bangor on 16 October 1929.  (J W H 1992 A Light in the West)

1933 A Parochial Inventory book was prepared, and includes the text of all memorials. It was updated in later years.

1936 

King Edward VIII (abdicated)

1936-1952 
King George VI (- 1952)

1936
Beddgelert. Bishop’s Visitation Queries, Clergy Return.

71 names presented on the Electoral Roll.

1.
Church is in good repair, free from damp, dirt etc. Insured for £43,200 with Ecclesiastical Insurance Office.

2.
No alterations etc in last three years. Chancel is in good repair, responsibility of Church council. Chancel furniture insured separately by Rev J M Parry. Ecclesiastical Insurance Office £2,825.

12.
 Who has officiated beside Incumbent? Dr Lanford James, Rev J Evans, Bottwnog, Rev R Launcelot.

14.
Minister does not say Morning and Evening Prayer daily in church.

Outgoing Churchwardens: Emyr E Jones & David Hewitt.

(NLW, Church in Wales. B/QA/ 35-36, Beddgelert 1936)

1937 Nov. The PCC proposed a new bell to commemorate the Vicar’s 40 years. Cost: approx. £100.

1938 April. The Priestley family (of Dolfriog) presented heirlooms from Aunt Anna Wynn Griffith of Trefan - scriptural oil paintings of considerable value.

1938 : Mural Paintings :

The three paintings (then) above the altar in the Lady Chapel were given by the Priestley family in 1938. They are fine reproductions of Reubens 'Descent from the Cross'. The Priestley's of Dolfriog were at one time patrons of the living of Beddgelert. The separation of Beddgelert from the parish of Llanfrothen took place in 1863 due to the patronage of John Priestley; his son Richard Edward (Priestley) held the perpetual curacy from 1861 to 1879, the date of the appointment of the first vicar of Beddgelert. (J W H 1992 A Light in the West) In 2003 they were rehung on the south wall of the nave.

1938: Church Bell : a new bell was hung in 9th July 1938 to commemorate the fortieth year of the incumbency of the Rev John Jenkins, B.A.; it had been subscribed to by the parishioners. A Tablet to that effect can be seen on the south wall of the nave. (J W H 1992 A Light in the West). It was dedicated by the Lord Archbishop of Wales.

1938 A Stained glass windows in south wall  was given in memory of Major E Claude Thomas of Castell Cidwm, Betws Garmon given by his wife and children.

(J W H 1992 A Light in the West)

1939 Revd John Jenkins. B A , died and was buried at Beddgelert.

(Parish Minutes Books in Gwynedd Archives, Caernarfon. 1894 onwards).

 1939 Aug 3: Sacred to the memory of John Jenkins for forty years beloved Vicar of this parish who passed over on August 3rd 1939 at the age of 68. “ Lord I have loved the habitation of Thine house”. (Beddgelert churchyard, Memorial Inscription B412)

1939-1945 Second World War.

1940 April. Vicar: Rev George Bernard Walmsley.

1940 May. The PCC sought a Faculty for the Castell Cidwm window.

1940 May. An estimate for painting exterior of church was postponed owing to wartime difficulties. Bought 50 English Prayer & hymn books & 12 Welsh Prayer books & 24 Welsh Psalters.There were problems with the boiler & heating.

1941 Easter Vestry. North Chapel alterations & renovations were required before it could be properly used. It was thought that the (pitch pine) pulpit not in keeping with oak screen.

1941 March 27: An architect’s drawing & plan for proposed re-arrangement of the floor space of the North Chapel, prepared by The Wareham Guild Ltd, 28 Margaret Street, London W 1. 

The Lady Chapel was renovated and furnished, during in incumbency of the Rev G B Walmsley.  (J W H 1992 A Light in the West)

1941 May. Bill for boiler repairs. The interior & exterior of the church were to be painted : cost £58.

1942 May. The heating was now working. £113 11s 3d was spent on painting, renovation & repairs. One roof gutter was to be renewed: cost £10.

1942 Oct. Woodwork in Chancel & Sanctuary showed signs of worm and dry rot. Paraffin treatment was suggested.

1944 Feb. Heating - A new flue box needed. The Cellar floor flooded after heavy rain.

1944 June Re woodworm.

(Parish Minutes Books in Gwynedd Archives, Caernarfon. 1894 onwards).

1944-1949
David Edwardes Davies was bishop of Bangor.

1945 Easter Vestry. Rev J M Parry, Ilfracombe, sent £25 to treat chancel screen.

1945 Sept. Cuprinol was used to treat the wood. Electric lights were discussed. Liability for the chancel repair passed to PCC from the Representative Body.

1946 Feb. The PCC agreed to sell the church paraffin lamps. They discussed purchase of small organ.

1946/7 Rev Walmsley moved to Pentraeth, Anglesey.

(Parish Minutes Books in Gwynedd Archives, Caernarfon. 1894 onwards).

1946-1952:
Revd Hugh Arthur Jones. Moved to Llanidloes.

1947 Vicar: Rev H Arthur Jones (He had been in the Forces & before that in a town) Services: 8 a.m. Holy Communion (E). 10 a.m. Holy Communion (W), 

11 a.m. Matins, 7 p.m. Evensong.

The Welsh Pulpit Bible was donated by Nurse Olwen Lloyd

1947 Jan 7. Rev John Morris Parry (of Plas y Nant & Ilfracombe) died, leaving bequest to Beddgelert church in trust.

c1947: In the south wall of nave, near the chancel arch, a small bronze tablet was erected in memory of two generous benefactors of the church. ''In Memorium. Elizabeth Parry and Rev J M Parry benefactors of this church. Deo Dante Dedimus.''

Two loose slate slabs, one with quotations from Corinthians XI and XXVII, situated in the recessed south east corner of the sanctuary are of unknown date and origin. 

(J W H 1992 A Light in the West)

1947
A Bequest was made by the late J M Parry of Ilfracombe, Devon and formerly of Plas y Nant, Betws Garmon, of £1,500 to the Church Building Society Incorporated in trust in respect of St Mary’s church Beddgelert. The Income was to pay the cost of insuring against fire all  oak work now in the church, and for the upkeep of the rood screen with tablet (I.M. Elizabeth Parry) screens and High altar and any other necessary Church repairs, provided that once at least in every year otherwise than out of the said income, the vicar  or lay representatives shall keep tidy and free of weeds the family vault, … restoring monumental work … also using the income from the £300 bequeathed by my father … I expressly desire that no part of such income  be applied to the upkeep of churchyard or the working expenses of the church. … The Trustee were to erect a tablet in gun metal as a memorial of the existence of the Elizabeth Parry Memorial Trust. (PCC records, 24 October 1947)

1948 Feb. Corner of chancel roof - slates missing- damp.

1949 June: “The Church of St Mary Beddgelert” Guidebook by H A Jones (vicar) and George A Lister (churchwarden, alpine mountaineer & co-author of “The Mountains of Snowdonia” of Plas Aran) was published. (Parish Minutes Books in Gwynedd Archives, Caernarfon. 1894 onwards).

1949-1957
John Charles Jones, bishop of Bangor. He had worked for many years in Uganda.

1950 Easter Vestry. The Mothers’ Union Banner was received in past year.

1950 Saturday before Rogation Sunday: Mr Paul Orkney Work, Sygun Fawr, & Mr Showell Styles, Borth y Gest,  “beat the bounds” of Beddgelert parish in 14 hours & 34 minutes, covering 34 miles, eight mountain summits & ascents 7 descents totalling 22,000 feet.

1950 April. Mr Evan Roberts Bequest of Butle, Montana, USA. $1,000 & one 6th of his estate. (See Minutes page 68 + £427 to organ fund.)

1951 Feb. The church is in need of costly repairs soon.

1951 March. A new Compton Electrone 2-manual organ was installed

1951 Nov. Church damp. It was agreed to dig an 18” trench below floor level around church. Photographs of church.

1952 Feb. PCC Resolution to sell the Vicarage. (Parish Minutes Books) 

1952 - Queen Elizabeth II 

1953 Jan Rev Arthur Jones moved to Llanidloes.

1953 April Vicar Rev David Conrad Evans

People’s Warden :Geoffrey Till (on PCC until 1958). Vicar’s Warden: David Morris.

1953 July. Trimming of yew tree was suggested.

1953 Dec. Volunteers for internal decoration were suggested.

1954 June BROADCAST SERVICE See Radio Times. Victor Lloyd had copy of the recording. Old Bell - Vicar sold it for £1 10s. Agreed Vicar needed a garage.

Church attendance was down.

1956 Jan. The Organ performance was erratic.

1956 Sept. Rev Evans still present. (Parish Minutes Books) 

1956 Rev David Conrad Evans resigned.

1957-1982
Gwilym Owen Williams was bishop of Bangor.

1957 March 21st. Induction of Rev David Emrys Jones

1957 Jan - April - The organ was out of commission.

1957 Sept. Organ was now mended. There were to be 2 maintenance visits p.a. 

Heating problems cf 9/2/44, 15/11/51, 6/2/52 & 27/7/53. Description of flooding etc.

Churchyard - a letter was sent to Parish Council.

1957 Oct. A New church boiler was ordered. It was in service by Nov.

1957 Directional sign on Llewelyn’s Cottage was sought but not allowed. There were more organ failures.

1958 April. The Screen had woodworm treatment. Altar Rail - the problem of the  central gap was discussed.

1958 July. Woodworm Treatment was agreed and done by Oct 1958 by Rentokil.

Use of Church Hall for the  “Inn of the Sixth Happiness” film.

A small brass Memorial tablet was missing from South Wall of nave.

1959
Architects Instructions: the Vestry was re-slated;

Walls- external 3:1 lime mortar & 1 part cement, previously “plastered - wrongly pointed”; Windows re-pointing - 2 parts lime & 3 of sand. Vegetation, including saplings within seven feet to be cut down to ground level, including yew & sycamore at East end. Ground levels excavated to 6 foot below floor level; minimum width 18 inches sloping back at 45 degrees. Chancel wood - recently treated for woodworm.

1959 Oct. Diocesan Architect’s Report. Major restoration needed, in phases due to cost.

1960 Jan. Restoration: It was agreed to do the west end & porch, all windows, porch roof, chimney, vegetation, and ground level trenches. Builder: W G Jones, High St., Criccieth.

1960 April. Concern about value for cost of fuel & heating system. The Vicar was concerned at decline in spiritual life of the church.

1960 May. Problem with the roof.

Community Hymn singing was a success. Discussed bilingual winter services.

1960 Aug. The roof was worse.

1960 Sept 12th:The work was started on the church.

1960 Nov 29: Phase 1 Work on the church completed. Cost: £539-5-6d.

1961 Nov (Minutes page 164) The West wall & roof work was carried out but rain was still coming in.

1961 Work on the North wall.

1961 Dec 18th The Church was listed as of special Architectural / Historical Interest under the Town & Country Planning Act 1947, Section 30.

1962 June. Stages 1-3 of the building work were completed: cost: £884-4-6d.

1962 July (Minutes page 189) The North wall was completed. The West wall was still wet.

1962 Nov. 2 coats of silicate water proofing were applied on the West wall.

1963 Electoral Roll: 70. 

1963 March. Item re Williams Wynne Charity of 1786 of £1-7-0 for clothes for poor men of the parish & £1-6-0 for bread for same. The 10/- for a sermon had been redeemed by the Representative body of the Church in Wales in 1929. New trustees - distribute at Harvest.

The re-pointing on the S & E wall had not yet been done.

1964 March Organ - There were problems with the electrical equipment (This was done in April)

Mrs Hannah Lloyd - Treasurer. Miss Muriel Raby died 22/2/1964.

1964 April. Restoration (Minutes page 223) The Exterior of E & S wall re-pointing was agreed (and was done in Aug - Oct 1964) The Roof still leaked (This was done). West wall had another coat of silicone waterproofing applied. 

The East wall re-pointing quote was  £192-12-6d; 

The South wall re-pointing quote was £234-12-6d.

1964 Work was needed on the organ. Electoral roll: 75.

1964 Nov. “The Church of St Mary Beddgelert” Guide book was running out of stock.

1965 reprint agreed, with note as the second edition of 1949 guide.

1965 Vestry. PCC discussed internal painting. 

1965 May (Minutes page 240) Architect stated off-white emulsion on interior walls PCC wanted to paint arches. Some of W wall to be re-plastered.

1965 (Minutes page 243) letter re Restoration.

1965 May: Walls & arcade to be painted BSS3 -033 tone. Work started 16 Nov 1965. Parry Bequest grant obtained. Electoral roll: 73.

1965-6 winter: Redecoration of interior walls & treatment of the roof woodwork.

1966 Feb. The Walls were painted magnolia. PCC queried the painting of main arch & arcade. The architect, Mr Padmore wanted them painted. The Vicar & churchwardens did not. The PCC agreed to the painting.

1966 June. The Parry screen had more woodworm  and was treated by the firm used in 1958.

1966 The whole of the outside fabric of the Church has been re-pointed & roof repairs carried out. The west wall was treated with waterproof dressings. Outside painting and other incidental work on the outside was done.

Interior: there has been re-plastering of sections of perished plaster. The ceiling was cleaned & rafters treated with preservative dressing. Redecoration was carried out.

During the period 1961-1965 the sum of £1,375 plus architects fees of £170 was paid for the outside work. Total £1,545.

1966 “This year the sum of £600 was already paid and another £73 has to be paid when the work is more completed. In addition there will be architects’ fees estimated at £80 at least. Total £753. Unfortunately the dampness is again showing on the inside walls so further considerable expense is envisaged before the interior can be considered satisfactorily completed.”

1967 Oct. The Gregory Memorial Window got Faculty permission, & the W G Roberts Trust grant of £500 was received.

1967 Nov 2: A Faculty for stained glass window. (NLW, Church in Wales, B/Beddgelert, latest catalogue)

1968 May: A stained glass window, kindly given by Mrs B D Gregory, formerly of Bryn Gwynant, and consisting of two panels, one depicting St Mary, the other St David, was inserted in the small window of the north wall of the nave. 

(H A Jones & G A Lister, The Church of Saint Mary Beddgelert, 1949 p 19)

1969 July. PCC minutes mentions the pink paint & the damp.

1969 Dec “ The Church of St Mary Beddgelert” Guide book was running out of stock.

1970 Second reprint of 1,000 agreed, with note as the Third edition of 1949 guide.

1971 May. Repairs to Church Roof were recently made. Electoral Roll: 60.

1972 Repairs to Tower & Bell: cost: £226-70.

1972 Easter Vestry. Rev R Emrys Jones moving to Llangwstenin after 15 years.

(Parish Minutes Books) 

1972 Aug. Vicar: Rev J Martin Riley from Llanfachreth.

1973 Feb. The PCC agreed to allow Roman Catholic services in the church.

1973 May. An Oil fired heating - tank was ordered.

1973 June: Faculty for oil pipeline. (NLW, Church in Wales, B/Beddgelert, latest catalogue)

1973 June 25th: 1610 chalice & paten to the National Museum of Wales ON LOAN for display. £7,000 indemnity 

Clapper fell. Bell tower repaired. PCC agreed to renew the gutters.

1973 JULY 16th The BEDDGELERT FLOOD.

1974 Electoral roll: 74.

1974 Mr FJ Lloyd from Birmingham inspected the chalice which was sent to the Victoria & Albert Museum, London for repair. The Silver Flagon (1891) was deposited in Bank in Porthmadog.

1974 Oct. The Rentokill Survey Report was received.

1974 Dec. The Screen had very bad woodworm. The Gutters need replacing. The Bell tower lets water in.

1974: Service of central heating - £22.44; Organ maintenance £ 21.34.

1975 March. PCC agreed for the Organ to be repaired.

1975 The Chancel roof was repaired; roof repairs  cost over £1,500. Representative Body of the Church in Wales - Chancel Repair Fund for St Mary’s Church represented by £160.90 from 3% Redemption stock producing an annual income on the chancel. Received £500 from William Griffith Roberts Trust.

1975 Sept. PVC gutters were to be fitted & roof repaired. West Wall was cemented.

1976 March 25: A Formal agreement that the Roman Catholics can regularly use the church for their services was completed. 

1976.The Parry Trust Fund now stood at £348. Information from: Revd J M Parry Bequest Beddgelert St Mary. No (R.F.) 551/2431. Incorporated Church Building Society, 24 Great Peter Street, London, SW1P 2BU. It includes the maintenance of the rood screen.

1976 It was proposed to lie gravestones level each side of pathways.

1977 April. The suggestion by the Archdeacon to group with Penrhyndeudraeth & Llanfrothen was not agreed. There were new Kneelers. Electrical rewiring was discussed.

1977 Nov. Redecoration of church including arcades: 1 coat sealer & two coats emulsion. Mr A Scott, Saracen’s Head, offered to help.

1978 March. The Redecoration was completed except for the vestry.

1978 Rev Riley moved to Towyn after 5 ½ years. No incumbent.

1978 April. The Parish Registers were sent to the National Library, Aberystwyth.

Baptisms 1734-1812, 1813-1847. Burials 1813-1857. Marriages 1754-1812, 1813-37.

1978 Electoral roll: 64.

1978 A Valuation for PCC of the Old School & School house was undertaken re possible purchase by the PCC.

1979 Sept. PCC agreed that the Vicarage be put on sale; it had been empty since at least Oct 1978. The money was to be reserved for buying modern vicarage in the village.

1979 Oct. 17th  15 Oberon Wood was bought as new vicarage. (Parish Minutes Books) 

1980 April 26th : Induction of Vicar: Canon Kenneth E Francis.

1980 May 4: The Sale of the old Vicarage.

1980 Church reference B51 in the Representative Body Chancel Repair Fund.

Rent from Minafon (old schoolhouse) was £104 p.a. until 1987.

1980 Sept. A new notice board was organised by Ron Douglass. There were complaints re the state of the Community Council part of the churchyard.

1980 Nov. The Church boiler flooded recently.

1981 Nov. A Grass strimmer was purchased. [lasted till 1998] The Community Council graveyard and Cenotaph had improved. (Parish Minutes Books) 

1982-1992
John Cledan Mears was bishop of Bangor.

1982 Dec. Repairs to vestry roof were done - £160.

1983 110 Easter Communicants.

1983 Bishop’s General Visitation.

1983 Church Hall sub committee.

1983 Oct. An offer of a pipe organ at 1,500 was rejected. The Start of a Sunday School.

1984 Canon Francis decided to retire to Criccieth in Sept.

1985 81 Easter Communicants.

1985 Sept. The Organ was in very bad condition.

1985 The Quinquennial Inspection of building was undertaken. Architect’s visit: recommended : vestry & boiler hose roof, remove ivy, clear water gullies, clear trench around church (this was not done). Emlyn Evans to do the work.

1985 Nov. Compton Organ Maintenance Co brought a small organ to be considered. The Harmonium brought from Church Hall to Church.

1986 Jan. PCC agreed to purchase a small organ. £500 + VAT.

1986
Canon Kenneth Francis retired to Criccieth. (Parish Minutes Books) He died in 1995 & his ashes were interred at Beddgelert. (Memorial Inscription A 211a)

1986 Feb. Vicar: Rev Keith M Kent
1986 Nov. The Lady Chapel was to be carpeted.

1987 Feb. A Church repair sub committee was set up.

The first Newsletter was distributed. It was agreed that Services be limited to one hour.

1987 Easter Vestry. A list of repairs to the church was prepared. The Chalice & Paten at Cardiff Museum were insured for £18,000.

1987 Sept. PCC agreed to renew church lighting using spotlights. Cost £ 1,224-30.

1987 Oct 21: A Faculty for Lighting. (NLW, Church in Wales, B/Beddgelert, latest catalogue)

1987 Nov. The Good News club: 45 minutes after school on Tuesdays. PCC agreed to give 10% to Mission- CMS, Bible Society, CMJ & Tear Fund. Carol Service offerings to Save the Children.

1987 Feb. Mrs Hannah Lloyd resigned after 12 years as Treasurer. Discussion re costs of Church Hall & Minafon. Electoral roll: 58.

1988 Parry Trust Fund ref RF 551/L431 now at Fulham Palace, London SW6 6EA.

362 shares held. Accumulated interest only to pay for specified essential fabric repairs to the church which have been carried out and paid for.

1988 May. PCC decided to proceed with negotiations for “1 year lease of combined Old School & Schoolhouse. Rent offered: £200 p.a. for 2 years then £500 p.a. for next 5 years. Lessors to covenant to sell combined property to the PCC for £20,000.

1988 June 8: The William Wynne Charity for Poor Men. £45 balance.

1988 The Priestley paintings were valued at  maybe £6,000; repairs needed now £500.

1988 Sept. The Ladies request that the side chapel be called the Lady Chapel.

1989 Feb. Sotherby’s valuation of the 3 paintings  was £300 - £500 each.

28 pew bibles were received from Abingdon church. Electoral roll: 62.

1989 June: The Priestley Paintings- Mr Humphreys will touch up where required.

1989 Sept. The Boiler flooded. The Church roof needs £2,000 of repairs.

1990 Easter Vestry. electoral roll: 55. Easter Full church.

1990 Nov. Mr Olsen, Diocesan Surveyor for quinquennial inspection of building.

1991 June. Revd Keith M Kent resigned. (Parish Minutes Books) 
1991 Oct Incumbent designate  Rev James Ashley-Roberts, shared with Llanfrothen and Penrhyndeudraeth. Lived in the Vicarage, Penrhyndeudraeth from 1992.

1991 total income £10,585, total expenditure £ 8,733; balance £1,852 (PCC minutes)

1992-2000
Barry Cennydd Morgan was bishop of Bangor.

1992 April. Sunday Service to be at 9.30 a.m.

Alan Riley resigned from PCC to set up an Independent Church.

1992 July A Faculty was applied for to repair the roof.

Heaters - 3 phase electricity supply. The plaster work and paint was causing concern; the pink paint should be removed. PCC suggested the removal of the radiators and old boiler.

1992 Donation of £100 from the Catholics to the Restoration Fund.


“
      £75 from the Women’s Institute to the Restoration Fund.

1992 Aug. A Roof Faculty certificate was received. Work to start Sept 7th.

1992 Church window glass was  repaired. Trees - ash, sycamore thinned with Snowdonia National Park’s authority.

1992 Sept. Valuation, by Bob Parry, of Old School - annual commercial rent : £3,000 exclusive of all outgoings; School House (Minafon): in its present state annual rental value: £1,500; increased by £1,000 if improvements were carried out.

1992 Urgent repairs to roof & valleys of the Old School were needed. (Church Hall).

The PCC decided NOT to purchase or lease the whole Old School & School House property, valued at £45,000.

1992 Oct. The Roof work was completed using the Rooflex system. 15 year guarantee until June 2007; valleys were repaired, and cast iron gutters were fitted. New church keys  & locks made. Church magazine reduced to 150 copies. Now Sunday evening services only, at the decision of  the vicar.

1992 church booklet: “A Light in the West - The Story of the Church” by the anonymous J. W. H., possibly a Roman Catholic visitor. 
1992 Church Hall - church involvement to end 31-12-92. The Hall would return to the Diocesan Trust.

1992 Nov. PCC agreed to seek a Faculty for 10 new quartz-halogen heaters  cost  £3,300, and wished to remove the old heating system.

1992 Dec. Giving to Missions 10% of income = £440.

1992 total income £17,288, total expenditure £22,931; margin: loss of £5,343 (PCC minutes)

1993 Feb: PCC - The sale of vicarage, 15 Oberon Wood, had fallen through. 

It is not recorded when the Beddgelert vicarage in Oberon Wood was sold.

1993 Easter Vestry: Average congregation under 20 in winter & under 40 in summer. Discussion about type and times of services. 38 on revised electoral roll. Current financial accounts: £6,000 balance after recent work paid for. Quota: £4,973, now in a new deanery- Ardudwy rather than Eifionydd. Restoration Appeal: £7,285.

1993 May: The sale of the church hall to Mike Garside. 3/14ths of £48,000 = £10,285 minus accrued charges were to be available to the church for educational uses.

1993 £400  from the Catholic congregation for the use of the church.

The PCC bought new heaters. The Newsletter increased in size.

1993 Annual income: £11,269. Expenditure: £16,401. Margin:  loss of £5,132.

1994 Oct 16: A Faculty was submitted for the treatment of the West side of the Lady Chapel; for removal of the partition between the Vestry and the Boiler house; and for the removal of boiler. Final account from Adam Voelcker, architect. Feb 1996 £2,602-45.

1994 Annual income: £8,005; expenditure: £ 8,989; Margin: loss of £984.

1994 Quota: £5,122. Insurance £2,077.

1995 March: The Friends of St Mary’s Church Beddgelert was formed by Mrs Gwen Roberts, & became a Registered Charity in spring 1997.

1995 Easter Vestry: Jim Boys trained as a Lay Reader.

1995 Annual income: £8,220. Expenditure: £ 10,241. Margin: -£2,021.

1995 Quota £5,125 as in 1994.

1995 Oct. A new organ was purchased.

1996 Annual income: £8,737. Expenditure: £ 6,643. Margin:  balance of £1,357.

1996 The Quinquennial Inspection of building was undertaken by Adam Voelcker.

1996 July. The National Museum of Wales Cardiff re-valued the Communion cup & plate on loan from the church at £25,000 -£30,000.

1996 Oct. The Resignation of Jim Boys as Churchwarden was accepted.

1997 Jan. The PCC asked Mrs F Voelcker to prepare a Heritage Lottery Grant Application for major work; in Feb the Revd Ashley-Roberts signed the contract. There were insufficient funds to proceed so the project was put on hold.

1997 Easter Vestry 1996 Income £8,737; Expenditure £10,155, margin-loss of £1,419.

1997 end of Aug: Rev James Ashley-Roberts resigned & moved to Blaenau Ffestiniog.

1997 Sept - 1998 Sept: Revd Stephanie Beacon, Deanery Curate, was responsible for the parish; a weekly Lenten Study group was started in 1998 jointly with Holy Trinity, Penrhyndeudraeth.

1997 Oct: The Friends of St Mary’s Church asked to met with the PCC to discuss the proposed restoration work & a joint building sub committee was formed. Numerous productive joint meetings were held.

1997 Nov A Faculty for new West Doors to the porch was obtained. The Cost £1,000 was paid by the Friends.

1997: Income: £8,000, expenditure: £5,712.

1998 Jan: The PCC agreed to have weekday Communion services only on the 2nd & 4th Wednesdays, instead of weekly.

1998 Easter Vestry: 1997-98 Wardens Report: Falling attendance & falling income.

Quota will be £3,800.

1998 Aug: A Faculty was applied for 1) the installation of land drains & repair/ improvement of rainwater drains; 2) an extension of time to complete works of external re-pointing, internal re-plastering & redecorating granted in 1994.

1998 Sept 22. Licencing of Revd Susan Owen, as priest in charge of Beddgelert with Penrhyndeudraeth & Llanfrothen. She lived in the Vicarage, Penrhyndeudraeth.

1998 Nov: Churchwas  re-designated as a Grade II* building; a Group of three railed tombs in churchyard were designated Grade II.

1998: income: £11,245, expenditure: £8,268. Balance: £2,977.

1999 Spring: A Faculty was issued for the Restoration work, then estimated at £70,000. Weekly Lent lunches were held in church.

1999 Easter Vestry: PCC agreed to continue with weekly 9.30 a.m. Communion except for 11.a.m Family service each second Sunday in the month. The “Friends” had contributed £2,750 towards church needs. 

1999 Income: £16,694, expenditure £8.431. Balance: £ 8,263

2000 - 2004
Saunders Davies was bishop of Bangor.

2000. A millennium candle & prayer distributed to each household in the parish.

The Bell clapper broke as the Millennium was being rung in!

2000 Easter Vestry: The Junior church now participates in the monthly Family service. 29 on electoral roll. Weekly average of 17 communicants.

2000- 2001
Major restoration work was undertaken costing £165,000. 

2000 Jan 5 - May: Phase 1 of the work started- the exterior re-pointing of the church required complete scaffolding to protect the walls from the elements. Scaffolding was removed in June.

2000 May: Rogation - An Inter-Church parish boundary walk undertaken in stages over three days.

2000 Sept - 2001 March: All services were held in the Chapel Vestry in the village.

2000 Sept 4 - 2001 Feb: Phase 2 -  Dealing with the internal damp, stonework & lime plastering of walls.

2000 Sept 4 - Dec: Phase 3 - External land drains & water drains were dug, with archaeological excavation of builders’ spoil from named trenches. A 56 page Report was later published on the Archaeological Investigation undertaken during the Restoration Works. A new water pipe was laid to bring in mains’ water .

2000 Aug: Applied for a Faculty for Phase 4: Lady Chapel & Vestry improvements.

2000 Dec: The Faculty for phase 4 was granted. 

2000: One small pane in north side of the porch was replaced with a decorated pane in memory of Kate Harvey and other young people of the community.

2001 Feb: A Faculty was issued for the repair to the bell cote & bell mechanism which had broken on 31 December 1999.

2001 All Electricity cables to the church were under-grounded across the National Trust land and in to the corner of the new toilet.

2001 Annual Income: £91,027; expenditure: £ 88,209; Margin: +£17,930 with further building work to pay for. Electoral roll approx. 30.

2001 March 24: There was a packed church for the Service of Thanksgiving & Re-opening of the church by Bishop Saunders. Junior Church was started & run by Mrs Gwen Roberts.

2001 May: Quota - £5,728. The new movable altar was in use at Chancel steps.

2001 Sept 10 - mid Dec: A Faculty was made for Alterations to modify the Lady Chapel for use for smaller meetings & refreshments, whilst still being available for large funerals etc.

2001: The Quinquennial Inspection was undertaken & window guards were fitted as suggested to the south chancel window..

2001 Dec: A nearly new organ was purchased - a Viscount Jubileum Digital.

2001 Income: £70,664, expenditure £ 58,519, balance: £ 12,146.

2002 Electoral roll 31. The PCC agreed that the Mid week communion now to be monthly, not fortnightly.

2002 June: An Inner mesh door was made to aid the drying out of the church whilst excluding birds, cats etc. 

2003 Easter Vestry: 31 on electoral roll.

2003 June. Start of an inter-church after-school club, Clwb Dydd Mawrth, for 8-11 year olds.

2003 Oct- 
Revd Susan Owen, vicar of Beddgelert with Penrhyndeudraeth, Llanfrothen now also cared for Maentwrog.

FITTINGS inside the church

1882: Font : The basin may have been a holy water stoup. (Hughes & North, Old Churches of Snowdonia, 1924, p225)  The Step, stem and inscription are 19th century. There are two inscriptions: on the base is 'In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.'  using an alphabet invented by Nennius who compiled the 'Historia Brittonum between 790-800 AD.

On the upper rim is ''R. W. Vicar, W.E.P. Churchwarden, Restored 1882' in 'Bardic' alphabet said to have been devised by the Bard Iolo Morganwg (1747-1826). This alphabet seems to have been popular in the parish during the later part of the 19th century. In several houses, books are to be found in which it was used when writing names and addresses.  (J W H 1992 A Light in the West)

W.E.P. was William Edward Parry, one of the churchwardens. He was a mining engineer and was the Cwm Llan slate quarry manager, living at Cwmllan, Nantgwynant, the house above the waterfalls, demolished by soldiers training for the second world war. 

The Altar and Altar Cross are carved oak, bunches of vines; with the figure of Our Lord standing on a pedestal wearing a robe, and crown of glory, with hands outstretched in blessing. Beneath is the Alpha and Omega monogram.  (J W H 1992 A Light in the West)

The Pulpit is of pitch pine.

1896 : The Lectern is of carved oak in the form of a winged eagle. ''To the glory of God and in memory of the Rev Daniel Vawdrey, MA, of Plas Gwynant in this parish, entered into his rest on the 8th day of November 1896, aged 69. This lectern is placed in the house of prayer, where he used to worship by L.B.V, D.V. and T.S.V.'' (his two nephews and niece)


The fittings are 19th century in date with the exception of seven memorials from 1672 to 1742. (GAT: Gazetteer of Churches in Gwynedd 1994/5)

Mural Tablets : There were 18 including

1678: on wall of the nave; an oak tablet in memory of  Evan Lloyd of Hafod Lwyfog, with the family crest .''Infra jicat corpus Evani Lloyd de Hafodlwyfog, Armigeri, qui inhumatus fuit Paterno et Avito tumulo sexto Die Idus Maias. A.D. 1678 Annos aetatus 78.''

1709:  in chancel; Tablet inscribed '' M.W. Esq. O. I. W 1709.'' [? Maurice Wynn]

1727:  in nave; carved oak tablet ''Griffith Roberts, Sygun, 1727'' Now Lost.

1742 : south wall of the nave; a small oak tablet with a brass plate '' underneath lyeth the body of Richard Anwyl Esq. of Dolvriog, who died the fourth day of February 1742, aged 32 years. The crest of the Anwyl's in the form of three eaglets is above the inscription. Lost between 1965 and 1970.

1891: In chancel, large brass tablet '' To the memory of Harry Owen, who was the landlord of the Pen y Gwryd for forty four years. This tablet was erected by his many admirers and friends on his death in 1891.''

c1947: Small bronze tablet erected in memory of two generous benefactors of the church. ''In Memorium. Elizabeth Parry and Rev J M Parry benefactors of this church. Deo Dante Dedimus.''

Of unknown date and origin: Two loose slabs, one with quotations from Corinthians XI and XXVII, in the recessed south east corner of the sanctuary. (J W H 1992 A Light in the West)

Formerly in the south east corner of the chancel there stood an  old-fashioned piece of oak inscribed with M.W. Esq. / O.I.W. 1783 09  83. (D E Jenkins, Beddgelert its Facts Fairies and Folklore, 1899, p119)

1891: A Communion Flagon to match the 1610 Paten and Chalice, engraved with the figures of Our Lord on the Cross, St. Jude and St. John was ''Presented to Beddgelert Church by James B. Elkington, November 25th 1891''. He was a silversmith then residing at Craflwyn.

1922: A Host box fitted into an oak case was a gift of the late Rev J M Parry, 1922.

Stained glass:

1882: The East window stained glass was inserted into 13th century stonework in memory of James Wyatt of Bryn Gwynant who died aged 87; it was given by his wife Anne. There are nine biblical scenes: the Resurrection, Ascension, Transfiguration, Calling the Disciples, Crucifixion, Anointing, Annunciation and Baptism.

1918 Finely carved oak chancel screen and rood screen is an excellent work - in memory of Elizabeth Parry. In Christo Pax, 1918. J.M.P.

1920 Stained glass window in south wall of chancel in memory of John J Priestley and family. Left: Good Shepherd; right: The Light of the World.

1938 Stained glass windows in south wall : in memory of Major E Claude Thomas of Castell Cidwm, Betws Garmon given by his wife and children.

(J W H 1992 A Light in the West)

1968 : May - stained glass window, kindly given by Mrs B D Gregory, formerly of Bryn Gwynant, and consisting of two panels, one depicting St Mary, the other St David, was inserted in the small window of the north wall of the nave. 

(H A Jones & G A Lister, The Church of Saint Mary Beddgelert, 1949 p 19)

2000: One small pane in north side of the porch. In memory of Kate Harvey and other young people of the community.

WALL and FLOOR COVERINGS

The internal elevations are completely hidden by plaster. The stonework of the arcade into the north transept has been painted. The external elevations have been pointed  with good stone definition on all elevations with the exception of the upper part of the north wall and the east wall of the chancel which was not so well defined. No re-used architectural stone or stone sculpture was noted.

The central aisle is stone flagged with timber boards beneath the seating. The floor has probably been lowered to accommodate this flooring. However, the difference in height between the interior of the church and the deposits in the churchyard is not significant.

A shallow drainage trench, approximately 0.4 m deep, has been dug around the entire church. (GAT: Gazetteer of Churches in Gwynedd 1994/5 ) 

Some of this was altered in the 2000 restoration.

1921 : The wooden panelling to the sanctuary and chancel, the altar screen choir stalls, desks and other furniture, all of carved oak, were added.  They were presented to the church by the Rev John Morris Parry, late of Plas y Nant, Betws Garmon, in memory of his mother Elizabeth Parry who died in 1918. He was a liberal benefactor to St Mary's. On his death in 1947, he left a substantial bequest on trust to the church.

1938 : Mural Paintings :

Three paintings above the altar in the Lady Chapel were given by the Priestley family in 1938. They are fine reproductions of Reubens 'Descent from the Cross'. The Priestley's of Dolfriog were at one time patrons of the living of Beddgelert. The separation of Beddgelert from the parish of Llanfrothen took place in 1863 due to the patronage of John Priestley; his son Richard Edward (Priestley) held the perpetual curacy from 1861 to 1879, the date of the appointment of the first vicar of Beddgelert.

(J W H 1992 A Light in the West) In 2003 they were re-hung on the south wall of the nave.

1938: Church Bell : a new bell was hung in 9th July 1938 to commemorate the fortieth year of the incumbency of the Rev John Jenkins, B.A., subscribed to by the parishioners. A Tablet to that effect can be seen on the south wall of the nave.

(J W H 1992 A Light in the West). It was dedicated by the Lord Archbishop of Wales.

GRAVEYARD

Burials: Formerly, shrouds were used. In 1678  a law was passed that all be buried in wool; it was repealed in 1814. Coffins were used from the c1650s. Important members of the community were buried in the church with memorial slabs, tablets or tombs.

From the 17th century,  churchyards  contained slab tombs, upright at the west end of a grave, with an inscription on its east side. From the early 18th century there were monumental masons. Towards the end 17th century  there were table tombs in churchyards. Slate was used mainly from early the 18th  century to the mid 19th  century. (D Gregory, c1989, Yesterday in Village Church & Churchyard, p78)

Beddgelert: The  old graveyard limits were from the eastern corner of the house by the gate, to the buttress by the little vestry window. The southern wall was just as it is now (1899), only that it had a little strip joining it to the porch of the church.

The Graveyard was enlarged to the west - to be completed by 1 April 1849.

The Graveyard was enlarged to the south - Burial Board for this purpose elected 17 May 1884. (D E  Jenkins, Beddgelert its Facts Fairies and Folklore, p 121-23)

c 1320 : Rhys Goch Eryri, bard, was said to be buried directly beneath the Yew tree.

 Old Grave stones 

(Recorded in D E Jenkins, 1899, Beddgelert its Facts, Fairies and folklore, p 122-6 but no longer visible in 2000)

1661    Wynn of Ty Isaf, beneath yew tree; Corlwyni,  western part of churchyard.

Wynn of Hafod Garegog, southern part of churchyard; one: halfway between porch & yew-tree; another: nearer south wall near site of grave of Rhys Goch Eryri

Jane Wynn, wife of Rev Zaccheus Hughes of Trefan, buried in her father's grave between porch and yew-tree.

' Here lyeth the Body of Maurice Wynn, Esq, of / Hafod G'regog, who Died ye 2nd day of March 1739, / in the 38th year of his Age.'

' Here also lyeth the Body of Grace Wynn, his wife, / who Died ye 26th Day of Jany., 1765, / In the 46th year of her Age.' 



John ab John, Dyed the 3rd Day of March 1699: west of pathway, between the yew-tree and the porch.'

The oldest visible gravestones in 2000 were:

i) Here lyeth the body / of Ellis Wynn who w / as buried the eight / and twenteeth day/ of Octobr. Anno Dom/ini 1672.

Here also lyeth th/e body of  John Wyn / ne Maurice who was / buried the 13 day of January. Anno Domini / (17)07. (Inscription A171)

ii) Here lyeth the body / of Maurice Hughes w / ho was buried the two / and twenteeth day / of April Anno Domini / 1694.

Here also lyeth th/e body of Margare/t Wynne the wife of  / the sayd Maurice Hughes who dyed / the 16 day Dec/ember 1699 year. (Beddgelert Memorial Inscription A170)

Area of Graveyard: 

Between 1800 -1802 Thomas Jones built a fine new hotel, called at first The Beddgelert Hotel and later The Goat. When Thomas Jones died in 1824 the property passed to the son of his wife's niece, Frank Jones Walker, who took the surname Walker-Jones and held it under a life trust. He agreed to sell a piece of ground  ... to enlarge the graveyard in 1848, but otherwise, owing to the land being in trust for his son, he would not dispose of any of it; thus building was prevented on the south side of the river, except for Erw Fair, which he built for himself. Only Ty Isaf & a few cottages stood south of the bridge. (C A Gresham, Eifionydd, 1973, p 73-4).

The 1849 graveyard is the one within which the church stands; it contains both the older graveyard to the west of the church and the area enclosed by the 1848 wall.

By 1884 it was necessary to increase the size again. This time the block to the south, over the priory buildings, was enclosed.




