
CLERGY  serving at  BEDDGELERT, 

Llanfrothen & Penrhyndeudraeth: 

A Summary

BEDDGELERT

Celer
Possible founder of a Christian community / hermitage around 600.

Noted in the late 1100s - pre 1216: A religious house of celibate clerics observing no particular monastic or canonical rule, … at the foot of Snowdon near Dinas Emrys.

Around 1220: Re- formed as the AUGUSTINIAN PRIORY of the Valley of the Blessed Mary of Snowdon, or Valley St Mary, with regular secular canons under a prior.

1258 

Prior of Bekelert possessed a document seal.

1269 

Charter granting land from Llywelyn, Prince of Wales, to the Prior and Community of Bedkelerd

CONQUEST of Wales by Edward I of England

1284 

Madoc, prior  & Brother Hugh, canon, of Bethkelerd, received £50 compensation from King Edward I for damage and burning done during the late wars.

1284 
           
Master Gervase Foel and Gwyn Foel, priests (?of Beddgelert) at Prysor.

1292/3

Gervase Presbyter at Taltreuddyn, Llanfair, ?belonging to Beddgelert.

By 1289-1293 Philip I prior, resigned. Canon Hugh at Beddgelert.

Or - 1322      Philip II prior, died. Maybe the same Philip? Adam de Evyonyd, canon.

1322-1337
Llewelin, canon, elected prior. Resigned 1337.Canon Malbrice.

1337 -post1350
John of Llyn, canon, elected prior.

1349            
BLACK DEATH
1360-1376
Cuhelyn, prior, died. 

1377-81
Four monks at Beddgelert.

1379

Brother Einion in Anglesey, canon of Beddgelert.

1379

John, prior.

In 1390
Jevan ap Bled., prior, died

1390-post 1406 Matthew, prior.
1400 –1415 
GLYNDWR UPRISING

By 1420-1437
Deicws ap Cuhelyn, prior, died.

1438-c1500
Gruffydd ap Llywelin, prior, retired.

mid 1400s  
WARS of the ROSES

1485           
TUDORS came to the throne

c1500 -1533
Dafydd Conwy, prior of Valley Saint Mary, Berthkelert.

1513: Richard , alias Rees ap Griffith ap Gwillim, monastery of Blessed Virgin Mary, Bethgelert, ordained subdeacon in Hereford cathedral; ordained deacon & later ordained priest in the chapel of Whitmore Manor.

1514 : Ordination in the chapel of the Blessed Virgin Mary in Hereford Cathedral: subdeacon & later deacon: Thomas ap Jevan ap Llewellyn, Bethgelert priory.

1515 : Ordination in the Conventual church of Monmouth, by Thomas, Episcopus Lachovensis. subdeacon - David ap Gronow, Bethgelert priory 

          subdeacon - John ap Griffith ap Res, Bethgelert monastery. 

1516 Feb 16 : Ordination in Ledbury Church by Thomas, Episcopus Lachovensis,

deacon - Richard ap Robert ap Jevan, Bethgelert priory 

priest - John ap Griffith ap Rys, Bethgelert priory.

DISSOLUTION of monasteries & priories

1533

Prior Dafydd Conwy died.

1536 
King bestowed Beddgelert priory on Cherstey Abbey, Surrey.

1537 
King granted Cherstey to Bisham Abbey, Berkshire.

1538 
Bisham Abbey was forced to surrender & be dissolved.

PARISH CHURCH of St MARY’S, BEDDGELERT.

From 1538 the new parish of Beddgelert was probably served by the priest of Llanfrothen.



1535-1544
Dom. Lewis ap Hoel, priest of Llanfrothen 

1544 Dec 16 -1591    Thomas Gruffith, priest of Llanfrothen (& of Beddgelert)

on death of Dom. Lewis ap Hoel.

1553 -1558    
Reign of Queen Mary (Roman Catholic practices re-introduced)

1554 Sep28    
Presentee: John ap Griffith, clericus, on deprivation of Thomas Gr (who was married). Patron John Gwyn, Arm.

1554 Dec.     
Assault in Bethkellerth church during Mass.

1558-1603  
Reign of Queen Elizabeth I returning to Protestant practices.

1561

D. Thomas Griffith, priest, parson of Llanfrothen, “resident in Ruthyn, where he is Commissionaire”. Named as one “as be able to preche and may do goode”   

1569

Lewis ap Robert Gruff’, first curate of the parish of Beddgelert. 1578/9

Hugh ap Rees, curate

c1580         
John Bodfel of Bodvel received (through marriage) the impropriations of Beddgelert & other churches formerly served by the priory.

1588
       
Welsh Bible available. (Bishop William Morgan)

1591           
Thomas Gruffith, priest, died. (see above.)

1591 May 3 -1633 John Meredith, clerk, B.A. at Llanfrothen, Patron John Gwyn de Gwyder, Arm., (+ Beddgelert). Died.

pre1627, 1630 John Pryse, curate, resides at Penrhyn. (Complaints)

?1633 Feb 28-1644 Henry Bodurda, M.A. at Llanfrothen on death of JM (+ Beddgelert) Died.

1636 

Hugh Jenkins, clerk, curate. (Complaints)

1649-1660 COMMONWEALTH

1643 May 4-1677   John Jones, B.A. at Llanfrothen, on death of HB (+ Beddgelert)

(see 1677: History of Protestant Nonconformity p 176)





1660 May 7
Griffith Hughes, Llanvrothen.

1663 Aug 14
John Rowlands B.A. Llanfrothen
Patron. The Crown.

1670 Nov 12
Humphry Humphrys B.A. Llanfrothen  (Bishop of Bangor 1689-1701)

1671 Nov 27
William Prichard, Llanfrothen.

1672-1716 
Evan Williams, clerk, curate, Beddgelert.

1674 Apr 9
Thomas Rowlands. Llanfrothen. Patron The Crown, side vac.

1675 Aug 21
John Williams B.A. Llanfrothen

1693? Jul 10
In the parish church of Llanfrothen, ordination as priest of Hugh Candor?, B.A., Jesus Coll. Cantab.

1709 Aug 8 
William Anwyll, B.A. Llanfrothen

1713 Jun 4
Griffith Symon, Llanfrothen

1720 

John Evans, curate of Beddgelert.

1721 Jul 6
Owen Griffith B.A. LLanfrothen

1721-1727 
Robert Williams, curate of Beddgelert.

1728 Aug 16
William Lloyd B.A. Llanfrothen on death of O G

1741 Jul 14
Thomas Jones, Llanfrothen on resignation of W Ll

1748-1750  
Thomas Jones, curate of Beddgelert.

1751 Sep7 
Hugh Williams. B.A. rector of Llanfrothen, licensed to cure of Beddcelert, on resignation of TJ. 
Cessation.

1754 Aug 3 & 1755 May 26-1765, David Williams, B.A. rector of Llanfrothen licensed to cure of Beddgelert, on cessation of HW.

1765 Apr 29-1803 John Thomas,  B.A. Llanfrothen, on cessation of DW.

1770 Jul 1 
John Thomas B.A, Beddgelert.

1788
           David Evans, B.A. Pembroke Coll. Oxon, deacon, licensed to Beddgelert curacy.

1789 Sep 20
David Evans, B.A. priest, Llanfrothen curacy & Beddgelert curacy.

1803 Oct 26
William Williams, Llanfrothen, on death of J T.

1800-1863: the Beddgelert clergy were licensed as perpetual curates.

1802-1804 
Robert Evans B.A. Cantab., deacon, Llanfrothen & Beddgelert curacy

1804-1812 
William Williams B.A, Rector of Llanfrothen; in 1804 added Beddgelert perpetual curacy. Died.

1813 Dec 1-1836 Richard Pughe, B.A.Rector of Llanfrothen & perpetual curacy of Beddgelert, on cessation of WW. Died.

1837 Feb 10
Isaac Heathcote Pring B.A., Llanfrothen, nominated by Samuel Priestley, on death of R P

1837-1845 
John Williams Ellis, B.A., St John Coll. Cantab., deacon to Llanfrothen & perpetual curacy of Beddgelert on death of RP. Patron Mary Priestley of Trefan. In 1845 resided at Brondanw. Resigned.

1845 May 15 
Thomas Marsden, Llanfrothen, on death of I H P

1846 Dec 20 -1847 Henry Grey Edwards, St David’s College, Lampeter, priest on cessation of JW Ellis, to  perpetual curacy of Beddgelert. Resigned.

1848 Dec 17-1855 Revd. John Jones, B.A. Trinity College Dublin, deacon to perpetual  curacy of Beddgelert, on res of HE. Patron J Priestley.

1849 Dec 8
Evan Andrews, Llanfrothen, on death of T M 

1855-1863 Revd. William Hughes, M.A. on cessation of JJ, incumbent of Beddgelert perpetual curacy. Patron J Priestley. Resigned.

1863  Separation of the perpetual curacy of Beddgelert from the parish of Llanfrothen

1864 Jan 27-1879 Revd Richard Edward Priestley, B.A. perpetual curacy of Beddgelert, on cessation of W. H. Patron J Priestley. Resigned.

1865 Apr 25
James Davies, Llanfrothen, on cess. of E A

1866 Aug 10
Lewis Williams, Llanfrothen, on res. of J D

1869 Jan 27
David Morgan, Llanfrothen, on cess of L W

1870 Dec 23 –1889 Richard Jones, Llanfrothen, on cess. of D M

VICARS of Beddgelert.

1879-1898       Revd Richard Williams, St Bees College. Died. Buried at Beddgelert.

1898-1939 
Revd John Jenkins, B.A. Lampeter. Died & buried at Beddgelert.

1940-1946 
Revd George Bernard Walmsley. Moved to Pentraeth.

1946-1953 
Revd Hugh Arthur Jones. B.A. Bangor. Moved to Llanidloes.

1953-1956 
Revd David Conrad Evans B.A. Lampeter. Moved to Llangelynin, 

Conway.

1957-1972 
Revd David Emrys Jones. B.A. Wales. Moved to Llangwstenin.

1972-1978
Revd Martin Riley, B.A. Lampeter. Moved to Tywyn.

1980-1986
Canon Kenneth Edgar Francis. B.A. Lampeter. Retired to Criccieth.1995 Buried at Beddgelert.

1986-1991
Revd Keith Meredith Kent. Dip. Theol. London. Resigned.

Vicars of combined parishes

1991-1997
Revd James Ashley-Roberts, B.D.Oak Hill, London; with Penrhyndeudraeth & Llanfrothen. Moved to Blaenau Ffestiniog.

1998 -2003
Revd Susan Owen, M.A. St Andrews, B.D. Bangor; with Penrhyndeudraeth & Llanfrothen.

2003-

Revd Susan Owen, with Maentwrog added.

RECTORS of LLANFROTHEN, Merionethshire

1292-93
Church listed (MLSR, 64)

1393 
Griffuth ap Enyr Lloyt (CPR)

c1460s 
Parson of Llanfrothen was murdered as a result of another family’s feud. (Sir John Wynn , History of the Gwydir Family & Memoirs)

1535 

Lewis ap Hoell (Valor)

1544 
           
Death of Dom. Lewis ap Hoel, priest of Llanfrothen 

1544 Dec 16 -1591    Thomas Gruffith, priest of Llanfrothen on death of Dom. Lewis ap Hoel (& of the new Beddgelert parish)

1553 -1558    
Reign of Queen Mary (Roman Catholic practices re-introduced)

1554 Sep28    
Presentee: John ap Griffith, clericus, on deprivation of Thomas Gr (who was married). Patron John Gwyn, Arm.

1558 -1603
Reign of Queen Elizabeth I , returning to Protestant practices.

1561
D. Thomas Griffith, priest, parson of Llanfrothen, “resident in Ruthyn, where he is Commissionaire”. Named as one “as be able to preche and may do goode”

1588
       Welsh Bible available. (Bishop William Morgan)

1591           
Thomas Gruffith, priest, died. (see above.)

1591 May 3 -1633 John Meredith, clerk, B.A. at Llanfrothen, Patron John Gwyn de Gwyder, Arm., (+ Beddgelert). Died.

pre1627, 1630 John Pryse, curate, resides at Penrhyn. (Complaints)

?1633 Feb 28-1644 Henry Bodurda, M.A. at Llanfrothen on death of JM (+ Beddgelert) Died. 

1636 

Hugh Jenkins, clerk, curate. (Complaints)

1649-1660 COMMONWEALTH

1643 May 4 -1677   John Jones, B.A. at Llanfrothen, on death of HB (+ Beddgelert)

(see 1677: History of Protestant Nonconformity p 176)


1660 May 7
Griffith Hughes

1663 Aug 14
John Rowlands B.A.
Patron. The Crown.

1670 Nov 12
Humphry Humphrys B.A. (later Bishop of Bangor 1689-1701)

1671 Nov 27
William Prichard

1674 Apr 9
Thomas Rowlands. Patron The Crown, side vac.

1675 Aug 21
 John Williams B.A.

1693? Jul 10
In the parish church of Llanfrothen, ordination as priest of Hugh Candor?, B.A., Jesus Coll. Cantab.

1709 Aug 8 
William Anwyll, B.A. Llanfrothen

1713 Jun 4
Griffith Symon, Llanfrothen

1721 Jul 6
Owen Griffith B.A.

1728 Aug 16
William Lloyd B.A. on death of O G

1741 Jul 14
Thomas Jones on resignation of W Ll

1751 Sep 7
Hugh Williams B.A. on resignation of T J

1754 Aug 3
David Williams B.A. on cessation of H W

1765 Apr 29
John Thomas B.A, on cessation of D W

1789 Sep 20
David Evans B.A. curacy of Llanfrothen & Beddgelert

1803 Aug 2
William Williams B.A. on death of J T 

1813 Dec 1
Richard Pughe B.A. on cessation of W W. Buried Llanfrothen aged 75.

1837 Feb 10
Isaac Heathcote Pring B.A. on death of R P. Nom. by Samuel Priestley.

1845 May 15 
Thomas Marsden on death of I H P. Buried Llanfrothen aged 48.

1849 Dec 8
Evan Andrews on death of T M 

1865 Apr 25
James Davies on cessation of E A

1866 Aug 10
Lewis Williams on resignation of J D

1869 Jan 27
David Morgan on cessation of L W

1870 Dec 23
Richard Jones on cessation of D M

[1879 Apr 9
1st VICAR of BEDDGELERT Richard Williams]

1888 Rev Richard Jones was plaintiff in the infamous Burial Case of a non conformist family wishing to bury Robert Roberts, Croesor, beside his daughter in the new (1864) burial ground. D Lloyd George took the case to appeal and won. 

1889: D Lloyd George won the Liberal candidature for Caernarfon Borough. The popular publicity from this case swung the election in 1890 when D Lloyd George won by 18 votes, thus entering Parliament as a Liberal.

1889 Jun 1
William Owen on cessation of R J


1890-1990
See Bangor Diocesan Records for information

1991-1997
Revd James Ashley-Roberts, Penrhyndeudraeth with Beddgelert & Llanfrothen. Moved to Blaenau Ffestiniog.

1996 May 15 
Church CLOSED. NOT returned to secular use; NOT made redundant. 



Used for occasional services. A “Friends” group was established.

1998-

Revd Susan Owen.

PENRHYNDEUDRAETH

1857 New parish created from part of the parish of Llanfihangel y Traethau.

1857 July 28
George Griffith

1858 July 28 
George Griffith. Perpetual curacy. Patron Mrs Oakley.

1863 Apr 10
W Richards, on cessation of GG. Patrons: Trustees.

1873 
Vicar David Morgan, on cessation of WR.

1874 
Vicar Henry Jones Manley, on death of DM.

1896-1990
See Bangor Diocesan Records for information

1991-1997 
Revd James Ashley-Roberts.

1998 -

Revd Susan Owen.
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