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INTRODUCTION

These volumes do not contain a narrative history of the successive Christian communities at what is now known as Beddgelert. Instead the information gathered together is a mixture of documentary evidence from many and varied sources together with the opinions of earlier and present-day writers. Some of these were antiquarians, historians or local people, each with their own perspective coloured by their background and generation. 

One result of this is that the referenced material is not all of the same type. For example a legal document may state the known facts, but may give no indication about the reasons for the actions, nor of the feelings of those involved, whereas a descriptive account may give these but not give a date or other factual details. Later references to earlier periods, and particularly those prior to the 1284 conquest for which there are fewer extant records, are often modified by the perceptions of each writers’ generation, whether they be an eighteenth century antiquarian or philosopher or a twenty-first century professional archaeologist.

There is a considerable amount of pictorial information about the places described, particularly from the late eighteenth century onwards, but it is not possible to include that material in these volumes. 

In Volume 1 Part 1 gives a general introduction to aspects of the post-Reformation parish, together with earlier research on the Capel Gwynant site. Part 2 summarises the information about the extensive lands held by the Priory. These are described in detail in Volume 3. Part 3 is a detailed list of the clergy known to have served at Beddgelert, with partial lists of those who served at Llanfrothen and Penrhyndeudraeth. Detailed references to the Beddgelert clergy will be found in the appropriate chronological section in the remainder of the volumes.

Volume 1 Part 4 is the first of the fully referenced sections, each of which has a detailed contents page. Part 4 deals with the Christian community at Beddgelert prior to the 1284 conquest of Wales by England. It includes the period of the arrival of Christianity in the area and the early references to a Christian community at Beddgelert. There are sections on various Christian communities across Britain and Europe to place North Wales within the religious context of the period. There are details concerning the re-formation of the community in the early thirteenth century as an Augustinian priory, including  an analysis of the lands granted to the priory by the Welsh Princes.

In Volume 2 Part 5 concentrates on the Augustinian priory and its lands from 1284 to the dissolution of the monasteries in 1538. In this and the following sections, brief  information is given relating to the British sovereign, the Pope, the Bishop  of  Bangor

and other people or issues which may have affected life around Beddgelert.
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Part 6  is called “ The Changing Face  of  Christianity”  and  covers  post-Reformation 

Beddgelert from 1558-2003, with an emphasis  on  the  Anglican  and  Nonconformist 

congregations in the area. Details from the Bishop’s Returns and Visitations, from  Nonconformist histories, from nineteenth-century visitors and notes from the twentieth-century Vestry and Parochial Church Council meetings add fine detail from time to time.

Volume 3 Parts 7 and 8 concentrate on two aspects of the history of the Priory. First, on the churches appropriated by the Priory with some of  their post-Dissolution history. This is often very incomplete as it emphasises the links with the former priory and the other appropriated churches. In each case local parishioners, or local historians, could use this as a basis for a fuller parish history. 

The second aspect is that of the lands owned by the former priory. Where possible the history of owners and tenants has been traced through the post Dissolution period. In many cases this has not yet been completed, and further research is still being undertaken.

Part 7 covers churches and lands in Caernarfonshire, as well as some lands in Ardudwy, Merionethshire. Part 8 covers churches and lands in Anglesey, where there still remains much to be unravelled in tracing the land holdings from the fourteenth to the twenty-first century.

Research of this nature is never completed, and the author of this compilation would be very pleased to hear about any corrections / amendments needed, or of additional material to fill in any of the numerous gaps in knowledge and understanding.

Copies of these volumes have been distributed to the Vicar of Beddgelert, the Bangor Diocesan Office and the Gwynedd Archives Service. A copy of part 8 will be distributed to the Ynys Mon (Anglesey) Record Office.  A CD containing this information will also be distributed to the above. Relevant sections of  Volume 3 will be distributed to the appropriate Anglican minister for each church described. Anyone wishing to study this information should contact the relevant minister / office.

The compiler wishes to record sincere thanks to the very many people who have assisted with the research over the years. These range from the owners and tenants of properties and lands once owned by Beddgelert priory, through friends and colleagues to the many officers in museums, libraries and archives across North Wales and beyond. Special thanks are due to Ray Dunn for being willing to travel miles to visit British Augustinian priories in the search for information about how Beddgelert priory might have been laid out.

Margaret J Dunn






   20 October 2004
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