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 CHURCHES  APPROPRIATED  BY  BEDDGELERT  PRIORY

CAERNARFONSHIRE 

1. ABERERCH

This is a  partial history of the church at Abererch, using information gathered as research into the history of the priory and church at Beddgelert. There are many additional sources of information about Abererch church and parish in the Gwynedd Archives, in the Church in Wales documents in the National Library of Wales at Aberystwyth and elsewhere.

The parish of Abererch extends inland for several miles; its western boundary is the mouth of the Afon Erch which, in post medieval times, was deflected to the west to its current position entering the sea with the Afon Rhyd-hir by Carreg yr Imbill at Pwllheli. Originally the  village was situated close to the mouth of the river, but longshore drifting of massive quantities of sand, along with the early nineteenth century sea wall have now placed the village a mile inland. The site of the church on a hill overlooking the former mouth of the river would have made it accessible by sea. 

The ecclesiastical parish was for the greater part located in the commote of Dinllaen in Lleyn, where the church is situated. Much of this portion of the parish belonged to the Bishop of Bangor, possibly granted by Edward I in 1284. These lands were sold in 1649 under the regime of the Commonwealth; it is not known who were the final purchasers, but in the next century every farm in this portion belonged either to the Vaughans of Gorsygedol or to the Wynns of Glynllifon, apart from Prior, formerly owned by the Prior of Beddgelert.

However the parish extends across the Afon Erch eastwards into Eifionydd, and the three bond townships of Rhedynogfelen, Botach, and almost all of Penychen were within it. The whole of the free township of Gogwmwd in the extreme south west corner of Eifionydd is also within the parish. The name Abererch Gogwmwd was officially used for the whole of that part of the parish which lay in Eifionydd. The district must have been church land, probably belonging to the Bishop of Bangor, for it is not mentioned in medieval Extents and Ministers’ Accounts. In 1631 the most northerly farm in the district, Plas Newydd, was part of the Bodfel estate. (Calendar of Wynn Papers, 1557) The same document deals with the lease of the rectories of Abererch and Llanfihangel y Pennant, both formerly belonging to Beddgelert Priory, and it is possible that Plas Newydd also once belonged to the priory. The coastal strip half a mile wide was formerly sea reaching inland to the cliffs and escarpments until the early 1800s. (C A Gresham,1973, Eifionydd, p 294-7) No supporting evidence has yet been seen to indicate that Plas Newydd ever belonged to Beddgelert priory.

The sixteenth century grandchildren of Grono ab Ieuan ab Einion, founder of the house of Gwynfryn in the township of Rhwng-Dwyfor -a- Dwyfach, inherited lands in Abererch and Penrhos. The eldest, Richard, had Gwynfryn, the second, William Griffith had Plas Gwyn in Abererch, and Thomas had Penyberth in Penrhos, where he founded the family of Wynn, which later became Wynn of Ystumllyn by marriage with the heiress of that house in the late seventeenth century. (C A Gresham, Eifionydd, 1973, p 215; ed JG Jones, 1990, History of the Gwydir Family and Memoirs, p 144) 

ABERERCH  CHURCH :

It is dedicated to Cawrdaf and Cadfarch, Ictian saints, and is first mentioned c1250-1275. (M Miller, 1979, The Saints of Gwynedd, p 33)

Cawrdaf was a sixth century disciple of St Seriol; there is a dedication also at Llancoed near Penmon. (R Spencer, 1991. A Guide to the Saints of Wales and the West Country, p 84)

Cawrdaf was born a prince, son of Caradog Freichan, Prince of Brycheiniog in the sixth century and Tegai Eurfron, the daughter of Nudd Hael. He is mentioned in the ancient Trioedd as a soldier who afterwards left the army to join the Collage of Iltud Sant in Morgannwg prior to setting out on his travels as a missionary, eventually reaching Abererch amongst other places. In the Dream of Rhonabwy in the Mabinogion he is mentioned as one of King Arthur’s counsellors - this clearly shows the difficulty of trying to separate myth and truth when we go back over the centuries. The church is dedicated to him under the name Llan Cawrdaf and his feast day is on December 20th. (Guide in Abererch church; sources unknown)

St Cawrdaf’s well is situated on the land of Tanygraig, northwest of the church. It was reputed to cure all ills There is a megalith called Cader Cawdraf to the east of Afon Erch on a hill formerly overlooking the sea. Cawdraf was said to be the brother of St Cadfarch who also had a well in the same parish. (F Jones, 1954, The Holy Wells of Wales, p 148).

St Gadfarch’s well is situated near the site of an old chapel called Llangedwydd at the northern end of Abererch parish; its water was carried to the parish church for baptism. (F Jones, 1954, The Holy Wells of Wales, p 150).

(See Arch, Camb. 1910, Wade-Evans for Llangedwydd)

Ffynnon Gwynedd also lies in Abererch parish. Divination was practised there. 

(F Jones, 1954, The Holy Wells of Wales, p 108, 154).

c500s: Abererch is named in 'The Stanzas of the Graves' which refers to the graves of the 'warriors of Britain' and which may have been composed in the ninth century. 

A mid thirteenth century copy survives and notes that Rhydderch Hael 'the Generous' , a sixth century hero of  north Britain was buried there. (I Foster, 1977, Early Tales and Legends, in Atlas of Caernarvonshire, Gwynedd Rural Council, p 67)

The earliest part of the church is the possible 13th century north wall of the nave & the doorway, but the building is mainly of 14th -15th century date. It developed from a single cell church with undivided nave & chancel, then extending east in the 15th century to make a longer church separated with a rood screen. Then by the addition in the early 16th century (c1520) of a north chapel to the north of the chancel, followed by the westward extension in the later 16th century (c1530) of that chapel to a north aisle, thus making a double aisled church. The four bay arcade is similar to Bangor & that of the north aisle at Llangwynnadl [post 1520]. The  octagonal gritstone font is medieval.  In the late 16th or early 17th century a central door with four-centred arch was inserted in the north wall. A blocked doorway in the north wall of the nave may be pre 14th century as it predates the 14th - early 15th century west door. The walls of the nave and earlier chancel were rebuilt in the 14th or early 15th century. 

(GAT, Gazetteer of Churches, Caernarfon, PRN 6902; RCAHMW, Caerns Vol 3 p 9-12, No 1482) It has a curvilinear churchyard. 

1944-45: Detailed description of the church. (F H Crossley, Welsh Screens & Lofts, Arch. Camb., 1944-45, p 84-86)

ca 1254 : The church is listed as Abher of the deanery of Lleyn. (Valuation of Norwich pp 190-1)
c 1250-1280: A Sepulchral slab now in the chancel, with expanded arm cross, shield & sword; possibly the tombstone of Thomas Puleston, since he is said to have been buried in Abererch church about the end of the thirteenth century. (C A Gresham, 1968, Medieval Stone Carving in North Wales, p73-75)

He was a Knight of the Puleston family, who was constable of Caernarvon in the thirteenth century. No inscription on this slab is now visible though perhaps one might be discovered on its vertical edge; nor are any bearings now perceptible on the shield, so long has it been trodden under foot. (H Longueville Jones, Arvona Medieval - Abererch church, Arch Camb., 1856, p 302).

Thomas de Pyvelstone, son and heir of Roger de Pyvelsdon, was an eminent London merchant, noticed three times in the History of the Barons’ Wars, by Blaauw, London 1844. In 1264 he was present with Simon Montfort at the battle of Lewes; in 1265 he kept prisoners at Windsor; in 1272-78  in the King’s prison he attests charters of Shrewsbury Abbey. In the History of North Wales by William Cathrall, vol II, p 128, we find, “ Some Welsh manuscripts assert that Thoas Puleston, Esquire, brother to Sir Roger Puleston. Knight, was buried at Abererch, counry Caernarvon”.

In the church of Abererch, on the north side of the modern communion table, and partly beneath the rails, is an incised stone coffin-lid which, upon a large cross surrounded by foliations, bears  a plain shield, and upon this a sword. It does not appear that any considerable obliteration could have been made; neither is there a trace of inscription upon the edge of the stone. It is known to have rested near the screen in the north aisle, and to have been moved for greater security to the upper part of the south aisle, where is now is (1888). (Rev Canon M H Lee, Emral & its Occupants, Arch Camb., 1888, p 289-90)

The prior of Beddgelert owned land in Abererch, as well as the rectory there, and the farm now called Prior near the church on the west bank of the river was certainly part of his land. It is not known when this land was granted or by whom, but it was probably granted before the death of Prince Llewelyn ap Gruffydd in 1282. However land at Abererch is not mentioned in any of the recorded grants of land by the Welsh princes to the priory at Beddgelert.

1291 : Taxation of Pope Nicholas : Goods of the Priory of Bethkellard
Also the Prior has the grange of Haberreich+/Habberrerth^/Habersesth”/Tre’rbeirdd*, one carucate of land, and from bees



 16s 8d     tithe 0s 20d

(Record of Caernarvon, 1838,  p 230; Taxatio Ecclesiastica Pope Nicholai IV, 1802,  p 293; *Browne Willis, Survey of the Cathedral Church of Bangor, 1721, p 208) 

This holding (of 60 acres) has been transcribed to variously indicate two separate holdings of the priory. Browne Willis suggested Tre’rbeirdd, whereas H Longueville Jones and Gresham suggests Abererch for this text. Further study of the original text, of medieval names for land holdings and the 1286 copy of the Priory charter, is required to clarify which land is referred to, but Abererch appears more similar to the original. 

1399 is the date of a papal letter supporting its appeal for alms to repair dilapidation. 1399 8 Kal. April at St Peter's Rome. 10 Boniface IX. [Pope from 1389-1404]

Relaxation of three years and three quadragene of enjoined penance to penitents who on the principal feasts of the year and those of SS Philip & James, St Jerome. St Nidan & St Kawrda, confessors, and St Michael the Archangel, and on All Saints, and the octaves of certain of them; and of a hundred days to those who on the said octaves visit and give alms for the repair of the church of the Augustinian priory of Valley (Vallis) St Mary, Bedthkelert, in the diocese of Bangor, whose house, as well as its church is in need of repair.' Univ. Christfid. etc. Licet is.

(Cal of Papal Registers, Papal letters, V (1396-1404), [Lateran Regesta, vol LXIX ]

p 245; C A Gresham, 1973, Eifionydd, p 64)

SS Philip & James: 31 May :

St Jerome: 
        30 Sept.

St Nidan:



Llanidan [ ? St Aidan - 30 Sept]

St Kawdra:     


Abererch. St Cowdra: Festival Dec 5

St Michael the Archangel: 29 Sept. 
Llanfihangel y Penant

All Saints: 
      1 Nov.

1504    The prior & the canons of Bethkelert served the cure of souls in the parishes of Abererch, Dolwyddelan, and Llanidan, and they were responsible for Llanfihangel y Pennant, the parish in which their priory stood and Llanfair-is-gaer with Betws Garmon. (Return for the diocese of Bangor to Archbishop Warham; C A Gresham, 1973, Eifionydd, p 65)

1504 : Abererch - Prior & Priory of Berthkelert - Dom. Gruff ap Ric., curate.

(Return to Archbishop Warham, in A I Pryce, 1923, The Diocese of Bangor in the 16th century, p 81)

Abererch church was enlarged in about 1520  and again about 1530  when the north aisle was added. (See the south aisle at Llangwnnadl). It was therefore considerably enlarged shortly before the Dissolution of the Monasteries & the Reformation, possibly to provide room for pilgrims on their way to Bardsey, maybe having come from Beddgelert.

It is difficult to estimate the extent of the loss to parishes where, the tithe having been appropriated to monasteries, vicarages had not been established prior to the dissolution, as the sums ultimately  charged on the impropriated tithe for the carrying on of services were calculated at a fixed basis without any provision for adjustment to meet the altering value of money, with the result that the annual income so reserved in course of time became entirely inadequate. (A I Pryce, 1939, TAAS, p56-7, The Reformation in the Diocese of Bangor as illustrated by the Records.)

Lewis ap Moris said that “there were dyvers and many Chapells and parsonages appropriate belonging to the said late priorie of Bethkilhert which the said late monastery was bounde to serve. And for that the said late monastery was a house of very small possessions the Canons of the said late monastery (except 2 or 3) did for the most part serve abroade out of the said monastery in other places that is to say in the Chapells and parsonages appropriate which they did for and towards the better maintenance of their sociale livings and some of them did for the better maintenance of their livings did serve the cure of other parsonages and vicarages.

(C A Gresham, 1973, Eifionydd, p 67-8)

1535 : The spiritualities held by Beddgelert in the county of Caernarvon were the rectories of Beddgelert, Llanfihangell, Aber-erch, Llanfair-is-gaer with Betws Garmon and Dolwyddelan. 

Rectory of Abererch, in the aforesaid deanery, value in

Glebe land there, per ann.



         5s

Tithes & oblations, in common years, by scrutiny etc £13 6s 8d

£13 11s 8d

(Arch. Camb., 1847, pp 164-5; Valor Ecclesiasticus  [vol 6 p xviii. j Llyn]; C A Gresham, Parish of Beddgelert, TCHS,1969 p 23) This high figure may indicate monies brought in by pilgrims whose presence had resulted in the recent enlargement of the church.

1535 Valor Ecclesiasticus: Vol 6, pages xiv-xxxvi.

Diocese of Bangor: Tax of the first fruits of the churches of Bangor diocese Bishop of Bangor owes as much as those livings belonging to it.

1535 Valor Ecclesiasticus: Vol 6, Page xiv:

Archdeaconry of Bangor: 

Deanery of Llyn:

Coming from Abererch
x marcs ibi Vic.

[Kylynok Vaw: xl marcs; Llan Beblyk xij marcs; Abererch & Nevyn (Haughmond Abbey) x marcs. The remaining 38 entries in the Deanery range from 4-9 marks. Thus Abererch has a high value, possibly from Pilgrimage income]

1535 Valor Ecclesiasticus: Vol 6, Page xvi

Archdeaconry of Bangor. 

Deanery of Llyn:

R. de Aberche

£6  13s 4d
V. ibm

1535 Valor Ecclesiasticus: Vol 6, Page xviii

Archdeaconry of Bangor: 


Deanery of Llyn: attached to Bethkilerte

Rectory of Abererch is attached to the monastery of St Mary of Bethkelert in the hands of the Lord King. Vicar of Abererch previously said - Master Hugo ap Dd ap Thomas is only the vicar of the same - £ n . ( nil or not available)

1535 The spiritual Jurisdiction of the Archdeacon of Bangor, Mr Runcorn … : 

Annual revenues in deanery of Arvon & Uchaf & Isaph & deanery of Llyn: 






…. Aberch 

ijs.






…. Llan vorez isygaer xij d. 

Revenues received at the time of the visitation of the Lord Archdeacon of Bangor: 

Deanery of Llyn


…. Aberch

ij s.

Deanery isco & uwch (Gwyrfai)
…. Llan vaer isgo
-


(1535 Valor Ecclesiasticus: Vol 6, p xxii)

1535 Valor Ecclesiasticus: Vol 6, page xxxii

Deanery of Llyn, in the diocese of Bangor:







YBERERCH from the Rectory appropriated by the priory of Bethkellyth. 

Rectoria. S Hugh ap Dd ap Thomas fermour of the parsonage of Abererch and fermour of the Benefice by virtue of his oothe shewithe and testifieth that the teythe corne, hempe, flax and hey of the said benefice extendithe  on yere with an other ad suma. 



viij d.

Suma … for the parsonage  
viij li. v s. (1535 Valor Ecclesiasticus: Vol 6, p xxxii)


Ex pte Vicarij itm

Vicaria - The Teythe wole






   xx s.

Also the offerings oblations emoluments and other profits thereto belonging iiij marke

Also in pigge geese kydd and such oder smalle teythe to the value of
 vj s. viij d.

The lambs and lactuall teythes extend the to the sum of

         xxvj s. viij d.

And askith alowance of the pxcus to the Bushope



 xj s. viij d.

And to the Archdekyn







  ij s.

Per me Dnm. Hugonem ap Dd ap Thomas  vicar. 

(1535 Valor Ecclesiasticus: Vol 6, p xxxii)

1535 Beddgelert Net income £69. (Bardsey: £46; Penmon: £40; Conway : £162; 

Cymer : £51)  (Glanmor Williams, 1962, The Welsh Church from Conquest to Reformation, Appendix B p 560)

Sources of bishop’s income:

Spiritualities: income from appropriated churches, pensions from other churches, tithes, synodals, procurations …. (These last two were paid by houses in possession of appropriated parishes; 2-3% of gross income. p 371)

Temporalities: revenue derived from the episcopal estates. 

Bangor had the lowest income in Wales (£131) . Twelve Welsh abbots were better off than the bishop. (Glanmor Williams, 1962, The Welsh Church from Conquest to Reformation, p271, 274)

On 15 January 1536, Greenwich : King Henry VIII granted Beddgelert to the Abbey of Chertsey in Surrey in exchange for the manor of Chabham etc. granted to John abbot of St Peter, Chertsey by their chater dated 1 May 27 Henry VIII (1535).

John Corderey, the abbot and the convent of St Peter, Chertsey, Surrey. 

Mortmain grant of the ground, site, etc of the monastery of St Mary, Beethkilhert, Anglesea, and all those messuages, 100 acres of land, 40 acres of pasture, 3 acres of meadow, 100 acres of wood and £6 rent; all the messuages etc in the vills, fields etc of Tresbyerth, Llandam (?Llanidan), Treverth, Anglesea, and in Penarth Pont Dolewethlan Ebererche Llanvairisgaer in Beethkylhart and Woytheer, Carnarvon, which David Conway, the late prior held in right of the said priory; with the patronage of the churches, vicarages, chapels and chantries of Beethkylhart Llanyddan, Dolongand alias Dolithlond, Llanwayer, Abberagh and Bettus, in Anglesea and Carnarvon.

This grant is made in exchange for the following possessions granted to the King by John the abbot and the convent of St Peter, Chertsey, by their charter dated 1 May (1535) 27 Henry VIII. Viz: …. the Manor of Chatham ……. With the annual rent of £6 13s 4d. Greenwich, 15 Jan 27 Henry VIII. (Enrolled 1 Jan).

(Henry VIII Letters & Papers Foreign & Domestic, vol X [1536] ms 226. 17 page 80)

1537 Dec 18 : Granted to the newly founded Benedictine monastery of Bisham with all possessions of the late Abbey of Chertsey (Surrey) Benedictine (Black) monks - Cherstey was re-established at Bisham. These possessions included chantries at ...... Bethkilhert in addition to possessions at ..... Bethekilhart. Bisham new foundation. Charter for the foundation (on the site of the late priory of Bisham alias Bisham Mountague alias Bustelesham, Berks, now dissolved, granted to the King by William, bishop of St David’s, late commendatory prior of the same, and the convent there by their new charter dated 5 July 28 Henry VIII), of a new monastery to consist of  one abbot and 13 monks of the Benedictine order, to pray for the good estate of the King and for the soul of the late Queen Consort Jane, etc, to be called King Henry the Eighth’s new monastery of Holy Trinity of Bustelesham. John Cordrey, monk of the above order, to be the abbot. Also grant (in consideration that the said John Cordrey, late abbot and the convent of  the late monastery of St Peter, Chartesey, Surrey, by their charter dated 6 July 29 Henry VIII, granted to the King their said monastery all its possessions in England and Wales) of incorporation to the said new monastery, with the privilege to the abbot to wear a mitre like any other abbot of that order in England, and of the following possessions, viz:

1) Possessions of the late priory of Bisham ………

2) Possessions of the late abbey of Chertsey ………

… the late priory of Cardigan, S Wales, (which belonged to Chertsey), with the rectory of Cardigan, and all possessions of the priory;

… The late priory of St Mary Beechekilhart alias Bethelkellard, Carnarvon, Wales (which belonged to Cherstey), with all its possessions in Tresburth, Llandam, and Treberth, in co Anglesea, Penarth, Penant, Delewethlond, Eberererighe, Llanvairisgar, Bethekilhart and Wayther, in co Carnarvon, or elsewhere, and the rectories, vicarages and rights of patronages, of the churches, vicarages, chapels and chantries of Bethkilhart, Llanyddan, Dologand alias Dologheland, Llanaure, Llanveugle, Abberagh, and Bettus, in cos Anglesea and Carnarvon. (Henry VIII Letters & Papers Foreign & Domestic, vol 12 part II [1537] ms 1311 [22] page 469)

Llanvair is gaer, Bethkelert, Abererch, Dolwythelan & Llanfihangel y Penant : which five parishes with their chapels belonging to Bethkelert Priory were, on the annexing of that priory to Bisham Abbey, co Berkshire, for some time part of the possessions thereof, till the general Dissolution as may be seen in the Monasticon Vol 3, P 21.

Llanidan belonged to Bethkelert , and so for some time to Bisham.

(Browne Willis, 1721, Survey of the Cathedral Church of Bangor, p327-8)

1539 The dissolution of the greater religious houses was ordered.

1538 June 18 : Dissolution of Bisham Abbey, with Beddgelert priory; Abererch was now a parish church without links to a priory.

1539 July 10: Two references to Vicar of Abererch
1) 1. Hugh ap David ap Thomas, cleck, vicar of parish of Aberergh; 

    2. Robert ap Gruffith ap John. GRANT of annuity of £20/- p.a. for a term of 80(?18) years. Latin. (GAS, Tanybwlch, Z/DV/136)

2) 1. Griffith ap William ap Madog Vichan of Abererch, Gent.; Hugh ap David ap Thomas, clerk, vicar of parish of Abererch and Robert ap David ap Thomas of Porthelye, yeoman; 2. Robert ap Gruffith ap John

BOND in the sum of £40 to secure payment of an annuity of £20/- p.a. granted to 2. Above by Sir Hugh, for a term of 18 years, and the collection of all small tithes to wit: kids, pigs, geese, eggs. honey and tithes of gardens, within Gogwmwd and Penychen, similarly granted. (GAS, Tanybwlch, Z/DV/274)

A former early 16th century screen with two sets of three seats across the north aisle was taken down in the 19th century and made into a group of five stalls with a reading desk, now in the chancel. (Crossley & Ridgeway, Screens & Lofts in Wales, Arch. Camb. Vol XCVII, p84-86)

In the Marian period (1553-58) 16 married clergy in the Diocese of Bangor were deprived of the livings;  four ousted clergy seemed to have regained their position, including Abererch and Llanfrothen. This may have been during the bishoprick of the tolerant Rowland Meyrick (1559-1565) (A I Pryce, 1923, Diocese of Bangor During the Sixteenth Century p xx, xxiv)

1554 Oct 28 : Abererch vicarage. Richard ap John, clericus. Patron: David Lloid; cause of vacancy- Depravation of Hugh ap David, clericus - married. (A I Pryce, 1923, The Diocese of Bangor in the 16th century, p 13)

1559/60 Jan 16: Sir Richard ap John, vicar of the Berech - witness to document. (NLW Dolfriog ms 130)

1561 : "D Hughe ap David prieste Vicar of Abereche" - was one of nine licensed preachers in the county of Caernarvon listed in Bishop Meyrick of Bangor's return to the archbishop of the province. (William Williams of Llandegai, 1806, Survey of Ancient and Present County of Caernarvonshire, p 289, in TCHS ,1976, p176)

1561- Bishop Merick's Return of his Diocese to the Archbishop of Canterbury:

28 names including:

D. John Roberts, Prieste, Parson of Abereche, student in Cambridge;

D. Hugh ap David the elder, Prieste, Vicar of Abereche, resident, & kepeth house. Named as one "as be able to preche and may do goode"

(Browne Willis, 1721, Survey of the Cathedral Church of Bangor p 264-9)

1561 A Diocesan Return to the Archbishop of Canterbury fails to make any reference to the numerous parishes appropriated in pre Reformation times to monasteries where a vicar had not been provided, and there can be little doubt that these parishes must have suffered seriously from neglect at this time, as they had lost the help previously given by the monasteries without securing any compensating advantages. 

(A I Pryce, 1923, Diocese of Bangor During the Sixteenth Century, p xxvi) 

1561: A third of the parish priests in Caernarvonshire were non-resident. …The survival of pre-Reformation practices - vigils, pilgrimages, telling of beads, resort to shrines, sacred wells, relics and images - which forms the burden of so many episcopal returns, does not of necessity argue devotion to the papacy any more than attendance at Elizabethan Church services was a guarantee of commitment to what they stood for. Much of it was a matter of sheer peasant conservatism, rooted rather in the round of nature than any theological conviction.

(A H Dodd, 1968, A History of Caernarvonshire 1284-1900, p 53)

PRIORY LANDS IN ABERERCH
1538 June 19: Bisham priory, which included Beddgelert, was surrendered to the Crown & the profits of Beddgelert priory were given to Ann of Cleves as part of her pension. She died in 1557 and the priory lands came back into the hands of Queen Mary until her death in 1558. Elizabeth 1 probably leased out the former priory lands.

1573 Beddgelert priory lands sold by Crown to Lord Cheney; annual value of those in Caernarfonshire was £8 12s 4d.

1573 April 18 : Inquisition of Beddgelert priory lands in Caernarfonshire:

Tithin y Meirch in Abererch - 

tenant Margaret Conway, widow and Rowland Byby her under-tenant. 

Annual rent : 5s. 4d. (PRO Court of Exchequer, 318/2310; Gresham, Eifionydd, p 69)

WHEN did Lord Cheney sell the Abererch lands? To whom? See 1575 entry.

Family of Dafydd Conway, last prior of Beddgelert: 

[from Bartrum Genealogies 1400-1500, p 809, Gorllwyn 7 (A) Iarddur 5(E)]

Rhys (or Richard) Kyffin, Dean of Bangor  [fl. 1480-1502] married Cecily, d of John Peak of Aberconwy. 

Their son was Dafydd Conwy, Prior of Beddgelert, who married Jonet ferch Gr [Rs G T (B1)] and their daughter Margred Conwy married Edward ap Howel, [Gollwyn 7 (A5)] (Bartrum 1400-1500 vol 6 Iarddur 5(D,E)). 

It may have been the same Rhys (Bartrum 1400-1500 vol 6 Iarddur 5(D, E)) whose son John [Conwy] was Abbot of Enlli, living in 1507. 

John's son Huw Conwy married Gwennllian ferch Hywel ap Gr. ap LLw ab Ein. o'r Berach, Llyn [See Lewis Dwnn ii. 85] 

This holding may be that at Llanystumdwy, or a reference to Abererch parish.

It is not known whether the Margaret Conway, widow, tenant of Tithin y Meirch in Abererch in 1573 was the same person as Margred Conway, daughter of David Conway, last prior of Beddgelert. If so, she may have obtained the tenancy at the Dissolution.

It is not known whether the William Conway involved in 1559 in the disputed lease concerning part of the former priory lands at Beddgelert was another member of the family. (NLW Elwes ms 263)

In 1573 the lands of the priory were sold by the Crown (Elizabeth I ) to Lord Cheney; 

The annual value of those in Anglesey being given as £2 2s 9d and in Caernarfon shire £8 12s 4d, the tenure to be in socage. 

On 18 April the Inquisition for the lands in Caernarvonshire was taken before Robert Turbridge at Caernarvon and the names of tenants and annual rents were as follows:

TUTHIN Y LLAN or Y PRIORDIE in Pennant- Kadwalador Gruff ap Robert-7s 8d

HAVOD RUFFIDD in Pennant & Cader yr ychen in Pennarth - Ludovicus ap Mores Gethin and Gwervil vz Gruff - 53s. 4d.

MELLIONEN in Pennant 
- Owen Wynne, armiger - 40s.

COMCLOCH in Pennant 
- Davith ap Robert - 33s. 4d. 

MAES Y LLECH in Pennant 
- Morcus ap Elissa, armiger - 3s 4d

BRAICH Y BEB in Pennant 
- Ricardus ap Elissa - 6s 8d

Unnamed tenement in LLECHEIDIOR - Robert ap Res ap Ieaun ap Hoell and Ricardus ap Hoell ap Res and others - 18s

unnamed tenement in DOLWYDDELAN - Moricus Wynne, armiger - 5s

TITHIN Y MEIRCH in Abererch - Margaret Conway, widow and Rowland Byby her undertenant - 5s 4d

Two acres in LLANFAIR 
- Mauricus Wynne, armiger - 8d

(PRO Court of Exchequer, 318/2310) (C A Gresham, Eifionydd, 1973, p 69)

1574 June : Abererche vicarage : Owen ap Davide, clericus ; Patron Owen ap Robert Owen, Generosus; cause of vacancy - death of Hugh ap David, clericus. (A I Pryce, 1923, The Diocese of Bangor in the 16th century, p 21)

1575 Jan 29. Grant in fee simple to John Dudley and John Ayscough of the reversions and rents of the lands etc comprised in leases as follows:

vi) By patent,  20 Feb 3 Eliz (1561): to John Tamworthe, of the house and site of Bethkelhart priory, co Carnarvon, formerly of the monastery of Bisham alias Buselesham, co Berks., and afterwards granted to Anne of Cleves, (with all  possessions of the priory then or late in the tenure of John Gough in the counties of Carnarvon and Anglesey or elsewhere in North Wales) for 21 years  from Michaelmas then last at a yearly rent of £42 (for all the premises) 

(Cal of Patent Rolls Eliz Part V C 66/1127, page 448 vi)

1575 page 449  Also grant of ……

6) lands (named with tenants’ names) in Tree Yr Beirthe, co Anglesey, formerly of the monastery of Bysham alias Bustlesham and afterwards granted to Anne of Cleve; 

7) the house and site of Bethkelert priory and lands (named with tenants names) in Pennaunte, Pennarthe, Llechidiour, Deleweddelan, Aberche and Llanvaier, co Carnarvon, all late of the said priory, and yearly rents of 42s 9d and £8 12s 4d, parcel of the rent of £42 specified in vi) above.

In consideration of divers lands in the Isle of Sheppey co Kent, bargained and sold to 

the Crown by Henry Cheyne, knight, Lord Cheyne, and at his request. By Q.

(Cal of Patent Rolls Eliz Part V C 66/1127, page 449, 450)

On 16 February 1575 the bargain and sale enrolled is recorded between 

1. John Duddeley and John Ayscough, esqs. and 

2. John Salesburye of Ruyge esq. and Henry Dynne of Heydon, co Norfolk, gent.  Bargain and Sale enrolled of messuages and tenements called 


Tythen Ath-, Tythin y Prior, Tythin Yskibor, Tythin Jevan Gethin, Tythin Gov-, Tirr Jevan Duy, Tirr Meredydd ap Jevan ap Atha, Terr Kyner ap Jevan Gathara, Terr Llewke verch David ap Plethin, Terr Llinowe, Terr Nest verch Tegwared, Terr Marche Wylym, Y Botraws, Terr Gladys verch Jevan ap David, Terr Eva verch Jevan ap David and Terr Meredydd ap Hoell ap Jevan, ?all t'ship treeyrbeirth , co Anglesey;


Capital messuage, formerly of Priory of Bethkelert, messuage or t'ments called 
Tuthin y Llon, alias Y Priordye and Meillionen, t'ments called Comcloche and Maies y llecha and t’ment called Braycha y beb, all in township Pennant, co Carnarvon.


Messuage or t’ments in occ of Morrice Wynne, Esq, in t'ship Dolwyddelan;     

   
Messuage or t’ments called Tythyn y wenith t'ship Aberche; 


Two parcels of land in Llanfair (county not stated) area about 2 acres;


And rents of 42/9d pa and £8-12-4d p.a.;    


T’ments called Maes Arge, Tythin y R-, and Tythen Jevan ap Atha, all t’ship Treeyrbeirth;


T’ments called Havod Ruffidd and Cader yr Ychen, in t'ships Pennant & Pennarth co Carnarvon;

Messuages or t’ments called Kaer yr bedo alias Kay yr Bedy, Llaneltid and Tythin yarth Bledin alias Garth ---, all t’ship Llaneltid;


Part of t’ment called Keven Cryan, t’ship Dolgelley;


Messuage & t’ment called Eskernira Cwmkelly, t’ship Cwmcadian, cos Merioneth & Montgomery;


And messuage or t’ment called Kevannethva ---, t’ship Redcrewe.

Latin. Decayed. (GAS, XD/2 Newborough [Glynllifon] ms 1337;  NLW Rug 612 )


On 16 February 1575 1. John Duddeley and John Ayscough, esqs. and 

2. John Salesburye of Ruyge esq. and Henry Dynne of Heydon, co Norfolk, gent.  

Grant of the reversion of lands in Treeyrbeirth, co Anglesey, the township of Pennant and Pennarth, and Aberche, co Carnarvon, Llaneltid, co Merioneth and the township of Cwmcadian co Merioneth & Montgomery. Latin. Mutilated.

(NLW, Rug Schedule, p 48, ms?)

1577 Dec 20. Lessee, Owen ap Robert Owen (Late priory of Berkellet otherwise Berkellerte, late Abbey of Bisham, co Berks, after parcel of possession of Lady Anne of Cleves for life) various spiritualities, namely the rectories of Berthkellert, Llanviangell y Pennant, Llanvair Isgair and Bettws, rectory of Aberch with chapel at Kynvill (Penrhos), and chapel of Doleweddelan. £9 7s 8d. 

Rent £37 4s 11d. Fine 2 years’ rent. 21 years. 

Note that the Priory of Berkellert whereof premises were parcel, was granted to John Tamworth esq., l.p. 20 Feb 3 Eliz 21 years. £42 p.a., whereof there is purchased of late  £10 15s 10d p.a., remaining £31 4s 11d.

(Records of Court of Augmentations relating to Wales & Monmouthshire. Lewis & Conway Davies 1954 p 289)

1578 April 17:  Lease for 21 years to Owen ap Roberte Owen [of Llaneugrad co A] of 

(1) all the spiritualities late belonging to Berkellet alias Berkellert priory in the county of Carnarvon and the rectory of Berthkellert, the rectory of Llanviagell y Penaunt, the rectory of Llanvar Isgair and Bettus, the rectory of Aberch, the chapel of Kynvill (Penrhos)  and the chapel of Doloweddelan, co Carnarvon, and 

(2) the rectory of Llanydan, the rectory of Lloinedwyn, the rectory of Llaneniell Vab and the rectory of Llanvayer y Comot, co Anglesey, all late of the said priory of Berkellet, once belonging to the monastery of Bysham alias Bustlesham, co. Berks, and afterwards granted to Anne of Cleves for life; with reservations; from Michaelmas last; yearly rents (1) £9 7s 8d and (2) £21 17s 3d. In consideration of the surrender by the said Owen in respect of the premises of a patent, 20 Feb., 3 Eliz., leasing to John Tamworth the house and site of Bethkilhart priory and all lands then or late in the tenure of John Gough in the counties of Carnarvon and Anglesey or elsewhere in North Wales once of the said priory for 21 years from Michaelmas then next at a yearly rent of £42; and for a fine of £62 9s 10d paid at the Exchequer.

By p.s. (Cal of Patent Rolls 1577-78, C66/1167, ms 2878, page 434)

Owen ap Robert ap Owen, of Parciau, Llaneugrad (whose will was proved Dec 5, 1608) married three times. His first wife was Elin, daughter of John ap Rhys ap Ieuan ap Llewelyn ap Dafydd Goch, of Trefeilir, (Griffith’s Pedigrees p1) and they had five children. One of these, Catherine, was the first wife of Thomas ap Hugh Gwyn of Bodfel (Hugh Gwyn Bodfel’s will was proved P.C.C. Jan 28, 1611). (Griffith’s Pedigrees p171). 

Catherine was co-heiress of Owen ap Robert, who was  the sixth son of Owen ap Meyrick of Bodeon and Bodsilin. Thomas Bodfel was HSC 1609, and their first son was Sir John Bodfel, Knt. of Bodfel, HSA 1610, HSC 1622, and died in 1631. 

In 1612 John Bodfel was successful at court in retaining as part of Catherine’s marriage settlement, the inheritance of the rectories of Berthkellert, Llanviangell y Pennant, Llanvair Isgair and Bettws, rectory of Aberch with chapel at Kynvill (Penrhos), and chapel of Doleweddelan. (Exchequer Proceedings concerning Wales; James 1; 144/72/9; Anglesey p 13)

1581 Feb 19 : Abererche vicarage. Richard Conwey, clericus. Patron - The Queen. 

no cause of vacancy given. (A I Pryce, 1923, The Diocese of Bangor in the 16th century, p 21) 

Rhisiart Conwy, vicar of Y Berach (Abererch), son of Sion ap Huw Conwy ab Sion abad Enlli (Dwnn ii, 85) (Francis Jones, Lewys Dwnn and the Parsons, 1990, Jnl of the Historical Society of the Church in Wales, Vol xxvii, No 32, p 20)

1582 Jan 25: Grant in fee simple to Edmund Downynge and Peter Ashton of the following lands, rents and tithes (tenants named), yearly values as specified: ………

The rectory and advowson of Penmon, Anglesey, late of Penmon priory (32s 4d);

The rectories of, and tithes in, Beddgelert, Llanfihangell y pennant, Llanvairisgaer, Bettws and Abererch, the chapels of, and tithes in, Cynvil (Penrhos) and Dolwyddelan, Caernarvonshire, the rectories of, and tithes in, Llanidan, Llanedwen, Llanddaniel Fab and Llanfair y Cwmwd, Anglesey, and the advowsons of Beddgelert, Abererch and Llanidan, all late of  Bisham monastery, Berkshire. (£31 4s 11d).

[and many more]

The grantees are charged with the following yearly payments:

… 40s as stipend for a curate in Penmon, 20s to the bishop of Bangor and 8s 4d to the archdeacon of Anglesey for synodals and procurations, etc etc

In consideration of the surrender of certain rectories and tithes of the yearly value of £58 4s 3d., granted to Downynge and Ashton, by patent, 27 Oct last. (See 23 above). By P.S. (Cal Patent Rolls Eliz 1 vol X, page 250-1;ms 1876, C66/1219. 24 Eliz 1.; Patent Rolls, 20 Eliz) [They were also granted the priory's lands/churches in Anglesey - Parry, 1848, Cambrian Mirror p 193]   

1600- 1752 Abererch registers - copies at National Library of Wales, Aberystwyth.

1612 : (9 Jac. I) As part of a marriage settlement between Katheren, daughter of Owen ap Robert  Owen of Llaneugrad, co Anglesey, (who would have now been 84 years old) and Thomas Bodfel, heir of Hugh Gwynne of Bodvell circa 1580, their son John Bodfel had, by Owen ap Robert, been assured the " inheritance of the rectories and parsonages impropriate of Bethkellert, Llanyhangell y Pennant, Llanvaier Ysgaer, Bettus and Abererch and chapels of Kynvile (Penrhos) and Dolewethelan". The executors of the will of Owen ap Robert Owen were plaintiffs & the Bodfels were the defendants at the Exchequer. The defendants were successful.

(Exchequer Proceedings concerning Wales; James I; 144/72/9; Anglesey p13)

[Owen ap Robert of Bodavon Esq, … now 80 years of age … in 1608 - in Exchequer Proceedings concerning Wales, James 1 Anglesey page 6; PRO Exchequer proceedings 5 Jac 1, 144/57/5]

Plts. William Owen of Bodavon & Jane his wife, executrix of the will of Owen ap Robert Owen, on behalf of the said Jane, and Ellin Owen, her daughter, an infant of 5.

Defts. Thomas, Henry & John Bodvell. (Documents R.A.A.)

BILL: The marriage of Thomas Bodevell, son of Hugh Gwynne of Bodvell, to Katheren, daughter of Owen ap Robert Owen. The indenture of 22 Eliz I that Hugh Gwynne convey all his lands to Thomas Bodvell & his heirs upon the body of Katheren, and that Owen ap Robert (Owen) demise his lands to Katheren & her heirs by Bodvell. Entry of Owen ap Robert & Hugh Gwynne into bonds of £4,000 to perform the covenant. The death of Katheren leaving as issue John Bodvell. Refusal of Hugh Gwynne to effect the agreement though Owen ap Robert had already assured to John Bodvell the “inheritance of the rectories and parsonages impropriate of Bethkellert, Llanyhangell y Pennant, Llanvaier Ysgaer, Bettus and Abererch and chapels of Kynvile (Penrhos) and Dolewethelan". The refusal of Sir Henry Bagnall, Marshall of Ireland, to bestow his daughter in marriage on John Bagnall ?? until Owen ap Robert entered into certain covenants on a bond of £5,000, Sir Henry not trusting “the accustomed loose and uncivil dealing of Hugh Gwynne”. Advance of £100 by Owen ap Robert to finance the marriage. Gwynne received £1,000 after the marriage was solemnised but failed to perform his part of the covenant and Owen ap Robert was sued by Dame Ellinor Bagnall on his bond of £5,000. Bequest by Owen ap Robert of the remainder of his estate to plt. Jane.

Multiplicity of suits by defts. V plts including one bond of £4,000 in the High Court of Pleas.

Answer: Owen ap Robert did not perform his part of the original covenant & defts. are justified in suing him on his bond of £4,000.

(Exchequer Proceedings concerning Wales; James I; 144/72/9; Anglesey p13)

On 2 July 1614 a grant of the reversion of t'ments and lands  is recorded between 

1. Frances Dynne of the Inner Temple, London, gent., cousin & next heir of Henry Eynne, [Dynne] decd., late of Heyden, co Norfolk, gent. and 

2. William Salesbury of Rug, esq.    

Maes Arge, Tythin yr ?Rrun, Tythen Athe, Tythin y Prior, Tythin Yskibor, Tythin Jevan Gethin, Tythin Gorngilug-, Tythin Grono David, Tirr Jevan Day, Tirr Meredydd ap Jevan ap Atha, 

lands of Kyner ap Jevan Gathara, Lleiske verch David ap Plethin, Llinowe, Nest  Egwaret, Marche Wylym, Y Botraws, lands of Gladis verch Jevan ap David, and Eva verch Jevan ap David and Maddock ap Howell ap Jevan dae, all t'ship treyrbeyrth , co Anglesey, late parcels of the priory of Bethkellert;


The site of the capital messuage of Priory of Bethkelert, lands, t'ments etc called Tythin y Llan, alias Y Priordy, Havod Ruffidd and Cader yr Ychen,  Meillionen, Comcloche, Maes y lleche and Brayche y beb, all t'ship Pennant co Carnarvon.


Messuage or t‘mentsof Maurice Wynne, Esq, in t'ship Dolewethelan;     

   
Messuage or t’ments called Tythyn y wenith, t'ship Aberche; 

Two parcels of land, area 2 acres, in Llanfair;


rents of  42/9d pa and £8-12-4d issuing therefrom;    


Messuages or t’ments called Kaer yr bedo alias Kay yr Bedy, Llaneltid, house being built upon or near the churchyard wall, Tythin yarth Blodyn alias Garth blethin, all t’ship Llaneltid;


T’ment called Keven Cryan, t’ship Dolgelley;


Messuage & t’ment called Eskerneiran and Cwmkelly, t’ship Cwmkadian, cos Merioneth & Montgomery;


And messuage or t’ment called Keyanneth, t’ship Redarewe; all lands of the late monastery of Kymmer.

(GAS Newborough Rug 1342; NLW, Rug ms 1026)

1614 July 2: 1. Frances Dynne of the Inner Temple, London, gent., cousin & next heir of Henry Eynne, [Dynne] decd., late of Heyden, co Norfolk, gent. and 

2. William Salesbury of Rug, co Merioneth, Esq., 

GRANT  Bargain & Sale enrolled of messuages and lands being in the possession of the said Henry Dynne, deceased, in counties of Anglesey, Carnarvon, Merioneth & Montgomery. Stained. (NLW, Rug schedule, p97, ms 150; GAS Newborough [Glynllifon] ms 1343)

1631/2 Jan 27: Letter from John Robinson, Carnarvon to Lady Elizabeth Bodfel at Bodfel. … List of farmers of rectories:- Richard David Lloyd; Morice David ap Hoell; Thomas Gruffith Lloyd of Abererch; John ap Robert Gruffith of Abererch; John ap Robert ap John ap Hugh; John ap William John; Owen Nicholas ap Morgan of Llanfengely pennant; Owen Gruffith ap William ... Place Newydd in Abererch leased to Agnes verch Thomas, widow. (NLW Cal Wynn Papers ms 1557)

By 1631 Plas Newydd, the most northerly farm in the district, was part of the Bodfel estate (CWP no 1557). The Bodfels obtained an interest in some of the rectories of the Priory of Beddgelert, and as the letter (CWP 1557) deals with the leases of the rectories of Abererch and Llanfihangel y Pennant, it may be that Plas Newydd was another farm in Abererch formerly belonging to the priory. (C A Gresham, 1973, Eifionydd, p 294-5) 

1642-1648
Civil War

1645 

Hugh Rowlands, Vicar of Abererch. (GAS, XQS/1645/32)

1649-1660
Commonwealth

1656 Oct 9 Bodvell. Letter from Tom Kynaston to Mr William Roberts, Deputy Sheriff of Carnarvonshire.

The deputy sheriff has demanded £15 from him to be levied from the profits of Abererch, Penrhos and Llanvair Yscayre rectories for seizures. If Roberts pays it to the Sheriff, it will be allowed in the rent paid by him to the writer. (B E Howells, 1967, Calendar of Letters relating to North Wales, p 104, Llanfair-Brynodol, Ms 162)

1660 

Restoration of the MONARCHY

1660s The Hearth Tax Return for Y Prior farm has not been seen.

1666 Oct 3: Letter from Maurice Wynn to Richard Griffith Esq., at (Plas) Llanvair.

The enclosed is from Mr Robartes whereby he orders Griffith to pay his rent to the writer towards payment of the King’s rent due out of Bodvell rectories etc. When Griffith pays he will have his aquitance, which is now in the writer’s custody. Griffith will be well secured for Wynn has power to distrain the tithes for the King’s rent.

(B E Howells, 1967, Calendar of Letters relating to North Wales, p 138, Llanfair-Brynodol, Ms 228)

Robert Robartes, son of John Robertes, first earl of Radnor, was born in 1633 in Cornwall and educated at Cambridge. Circa 1657 he married Sarah, daughter of Col. John Bodfel. The estate was left to the second son, Charles Bodvel Robartes. A second will was made but was over-ruled by an Act of Parliament.

1673 Apr 15: Abererch V. Priest Hugh Conway, B A, Patron Robert Roberts, Arm. 

(A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor During three Centuries, p 8)

1721: The Patron was the Bishop of Bangor. (A W Wade Evans, Parochiale Wallicanum, Y Cymmrodor, vol xxii, 1910, p86)

1721:  Churches & Chapells in the Diocese of Bangor:

1561 Deanery of Llyn - Abererch : St Cowdra; Festival Dec 5; 

Capell Penrhos, alias Llangynvil, dedicated to three saints viz. St. Cynvil, Heged & Rhoddiad. 
Impropriator: the Countess of Radnor.

(Browne Willis, 1721, Survey of the Cathedral Church of Bangor p272, 275)

1721 July 28 Lease of possession of the rectories of Abererch, Llanfair Isgaer, Bethkelert, Llanfihangel, Dolrwythelan. (all former Beddgelert Priory lands)

Consideration : 5s.  
1. Thomas Wynne of Bodvean, Esq,

2. The Rt. Hon Charles Bodville, Earl of Radnor. (GAS Glynllifon ms 7250)


Thomas Wynn married the heiress of Glynllifon, which became the seat of the family of his grandson, Thomas Wynn, Lord Newborough.

1741 Aug 16: William Lloyd, ordained, sophister, the preferment of Mr Edwards of Abererch. (A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor During three Centuries, p 107)

1749 There were 140 families in the parish of Abererch. (A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor During three Centuries, p 141)

1752 April 7: Great Sessions for Caernarvon, at Carnarvon. 

Final Concord between Thomas Wilson, Gent. (plaintiff) and Bernard Wilson, DD, & Elizabeth his wife (Deforceants), when the deforceants acknowledged the Island of Bardsey, + 70 messuages, 10 cottages etc (in 25 parishes) and also the Rectories of Abererch, Penrhos, Llanfair Isgaer, Bethkelert, Bettws, Llanfihangel y Pennant, Dolrwythelan,  and all tithes, oblations, offerings, rents & pensions belonging to the rectories to be the property of the plaintiff. Consideration 900 marks.  

(GAS Glynllifon ms 7252) 

This document does not appear to fit into the pattern of ownership of the patronage of the former priory churches. It may be linked to a short term mortgage or loan.

1766 Sept 16: 1. Sir John Wynn of Bodvean, Bart; 2. Catherine & Elizabeth Wynn parish of St Mary le bone, co Middx, spinsters & sisters of 1. Mortgage (Bargain & Sale) of (many properties) + rectory of the church of Abererch with the chapel of Penrhos. “The Bodvean Estate.” (GAS, Glynllifon ms 7258, p 173 in catalogue)

1769 June 12: Abererch C. Robert Owen, B A. (A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor During three Centuries)

1777 June 19 Abererch C. Richard Owen. (A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor During three Centuries)

1781 Jan 20: 1. Rt Hon Thomas, Lord Newborough, Baron Newborough of Ireland; 

2. & 3. includes creditors of Thomas Lord Newborough.

Mortgage & Assignment [demise for a term of 99 years] of the interest on a £40,000 from an estate in co Caerns., of the Glynllifon estate comprising … (very long list including) [page 184] Llechieddior, parish Llanfihangel y Pennant,; rectory of Abererch, tithes of Perches (?Penrhos); rectory of Llanfair Isser, tithes & part of rectory of Llanfairisgae; rectorial tithes of Betts Garmon; [page 185] Cwmdock, parish of Beddgelert; Pant Drainog, parish of Llanfihangel y Pennant. … [all part of former priory of Beddgelert].
(GAS, Glynllifon ms 7265)

1784-85 Dec 24: 1. John Parry, Wernfawr, Esq. + 3; 

2. John Parry Thomas Hunt of Mollington, Chester + 2;

3. Rt Hon. Thomas, now Lord Newborough, eldest son of Sir John Wynn;

4. Daughters of John Wynn;
5. Edward Moore of Stockwell, Surrey, Esq.

Assignment of mortgage of 1766 Sept 16, including the Rectory of the church of Abererch and the chapel of Penrhos. (GAS, Glynllifon ms 354. P 186 of catalogue)

1796 Oct 26: Abererch PC with the Chapel of Penrhos: David Evans B A. 

(A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor During three Centuries)

1801 Aberach. Bishop’s Visitation Queries & Answers.

No parsonage house in the parish. Terrier of all lands purchased bt the Queen’s Bounty … etc. Reside at Pwllheli, 2 miles from Penrhos and 1½ miles from Aberach. Serve chapel of Penrhos. David Evans, Perpetual curate of Abererch.
(NLW, Church in Wales, B/QA/13 page 390) 

1806 : Beddgelert “had the tithes of the several parishes of Lanfair is gaer, Abereirch, Dolwyddelen, Llanfihangell y Pennant and Ceidio in Lleyn and Llanidan in Mona, towards its maintenance. How comfortably and securely must those monks have lived, having so rich a revenue for their support.” 

(William Williams, A Survey of the Ancient and Present State of the County  of Caernarvonshire, 1806, in TCHS, 1978, p122) [did NOT include CEIDIO]

1809-11: Abereirch: This building is tolerably spacious, having a double body; is well lighted, and has two east windows of larger dimensions than is common about this part of the country. Here are pews for Bryngolla and Cromlech, the seat of Sit Thomas Mostyn; and attention also is excited by some massive oaken seats, the rude solidity of which bespeak the semi-barbarism of their contrivers. This benefice is a vicarage, the great tithes of which are in Lord Newborough. (E Hyde Hall, A Description of Caernarfonshire 1809-1811, ed E G Jones, C. H. S., 1952 p 257)

1811 Bishop’s Visitations, Abstract of Answers and Returns: Abererch.

Morning and Evening service. In the year very few communicants; population above 1100. Communicants not more than 30 at Easter. No Church of England school. A meeting house in the village - not licensed. Rev David Evans.

(NLW, Church in Wales. B/QA/ 21, p9)

1817 Dec 11: Abererch PC: Evans Richards, on the resignation of David Evans.

(A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor During three Centuries)

1826 July 4: 1. Rt Hon Thomas John, Lord Newborough; 2. William Glynne Griffith, Bodegroes, Esq; 3. Henry Rumsey Williams of Penrhos, Gent.

Deed to lead to two Common Recoveries one each for the Caernarvon and Anglesey estates (lease & release) touching … The Rectory of the church of Abereitch with the chapel of Penrhos (+ many others). 

(GAS, Glynllifon ms 7300 & 7301, page 206 in catalogue)

1826 Aug 9: Court of Great Sessions of the county of Carnarvon. Common Recovery with triple voucher. Demandant: William Glynne Griffith; Tenant: Henry Rumsey Williams, Gent., …. Touching 200 messuages, 200 dwelling houses, 200 cottages … and also the Rectory of Abereirch with the appearances, together with all the tithes, tenths & moduses issuing & payable out of 50,000 acres of land in the parishes of Abereirch, Penrhos, Bettws Garmon & Llanfairisgaer. (GAS, Glynllifon ms 7302, page 212 of the catalogue)

1826: Nov 29/30: 1. Rt Hon Thomas Jones, Lord Newborough;

2. Rt Rev Father in God, Sir George Tomline, Bart., Lord Bishop of Winchester and the Rt  Hon William Earl of St Germans, MORTGAGE (Lease and Release) for securing £7,000 … including tithes in parishes of Abereich, Bettws Garmon & Llanfairisgaer. (GAS XD/2 Newborough [Glynllifon], ms 7311, 7312, p 217)

1834: The living is a discharged vicarage, with the perpetual curacy of Penrhos annexed, in the archdeaconry and diocese of Bangor, rated in the king’s books at £6, endowed with £600 royal bounty and £600 parliamentary grant, and in the patronage of the Bishop of Bangor. The church, dedicated to St. Cawrdav, is an ancient and spacious building, in the late style of English architecture, and consists of a nave, north aisle and chancel; the two eastern windows, which are enriched with elegant tracery, have been ornamented with stained glass. (W Lewis, 1834, A Topographical Dictionary of Wales)

1841 Bishop’s Visitation Queries & Answers. Abererch and Penrhos. 

Revd D Pugh. Population Abererch: 1,652; Penrhos 104. No parsonage house. 

Services Abererch: 11 a.m and 3.30 p.m. At Penrhos only occasionally. 

Communion administered twice monthly and on Festivals. Number of Communicants: 15. Number in congregation: 50-60, better in summer than winter.

There is a National school in the Parish with 80 children on the books. There does not appear to be a Secondary school and there is no Night school.

Collections were made for the Church Missionary Society & SPCK. The church is NOT in good repair but there is no hope of restoration.

(NLW, Church in Wales, B/QA/30) 

1841 Feb 3: Abererch PC: David Pugh B A, on the cessation of Evan Richards. 

(A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor During three Centuries)

1871 Sept 24: Priest - David Jones, Abererch Church. (A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor During three Centuries, p 141)

1876 Apr 10: Abererch V: Zacheus Paynter Williamson, B A, on the death of Evan Richards. (A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor During three Centuries)

1880 Dec 13: Abererch V: John Morgan Jones, on the cessation of Zacheus Paynter Williamson. (A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor During three Centuries)

1880 : church restoration by Kennedy. (TCHS, 1961, vol 22 p 30)

Medieval screen survived in early 19th century; since disappeared. (TCHS, 1962, vol 23 p 59)

1896 July 30: Abererch PC: David Jones, B A, on the death of John Morgan Jones.

(A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor During three Centuries)

[BARDSEY : in 1536-7 went to the Crown. In 1547 it was granted to Edward Seymour, earl of Hertford & duke of Somerset who became Lord Protector in 1547-9. In 1549 Edward VI granted the site of the monastery of Bardsey and its mainland possessions to John Dudley, earl of Warwick & duke of Northumberland. By 1553, before his downfall, he granted them to John Wyn ap Hugh of Bodfel " in return for royal services rendered to the Crown". By 1646-7, John Wyn's great, great grandson, Colonel John Bodfel owned Bardsey. 

(J Gwynfor Jones, Documents relating to certain aspects of local government in Stuart Caernarvonshire, BBCS Vol 24, 1070-72  p 503-518) This was probably not the family of the John Duddeley involved in the leases of Beddgelert  priory in 1575 .

Pilgrimage Routes:

There may be  early references linking Abererch to a pilgrimage route, but none have been examined. The wealth of the church in the early sixteenth century suggests additional income from pilgrims or a wealthy patron. Pilrims may have landed by sea from Towyn, but Sarn Badrig and the local currents would have made sailing across from north of Barmouth very dangerous. If pilgrims walked around the very different pre1540 shoreline of south Llyn from Ardudwy or places to the south or east, they would probably have crossed Traeth Mawr and Afon Glaslyn near Prenteg or at Pont Aberglaslyn. Pilgrims using the old roman road network or travelling from or through the Nant Conwy area would have used Pont Aberglasyn or Bwlch Ehediad and Blaen Nanmor / Nant Gwynant. They would have been likely to call at the priory of Beddgelert which was famous for its hospitality from the twelfth century. However there are no references to these routes.

See Arch. Camb. 1856, pp 302-6; 1900, p170; 1918 p 320; 1956, p 147 & 153. 

Fenton p 225; Hanes Eglwysi, pp 6-13.

PRIOR FARM, ABERERCH.

It is not known when this land was granted to the priory at Beddgelert, but it was probably between 1220 and 1268.

1291 : Taxation of Pope Nicholas : Goods of the Priory of Bethkellard …
Also the Prior has the grange of Haberreich/Habberrerth/Habersesth/Tre’rbeirdd, 

one carucate of land, and from bees



 16s 8d     0s 20d

(Record of Caernarvon p 230; Taxatio Ecclesiastica P. Nicholai IV, p 293; Browne Willis, Survey of the Cathedral Church of Bangor, 1721, p 208) 

This holding (of 60 acres) has been transcribed to variously indicate two separate holdings of the priory. Browne Willis suggested Tre’rbeirdd, whereas Gresham suggests Abererch for this text. Further study of the original text, of medieval names for land holdings and the 1286 copy of the Priory charter, is required to clarify which land is referred to, but Abererch appears more similar to the original. 

1538 June 19: Bisham priory, which included Beddgelert, was surrendered to the Crown & the profits of Beddgelert priory were given to Ann of Cleves as part of her pension. She died in 1557 and the priory lands came back into the hands of Queen Mary until her death in 1558. Elizabeth 1 probably leased out the former priory lands.

In 1573 the lands of the priory were sold by the Crown (Elizabeth I ) to Lord Cheney; 

The annual value of those in Anglesey being given as £2 2s 9d and in Caernarfon shire £8 12s 4d, the tenure to be in socage. 

On 18 April the Inquisition for the lands in Caernarvonshire was taken before Robert Turbridge at Caernarvon and the names of tenants and annual rents were as follows: … Tithen y Meirch in Abererch - Margaret Conway, widow and Rowland Byby her undertenant - 5s 4d …

(PRO Court of Exchequer, 318/2310; C A Gresham, Eifionydd, 1973, p 69)

It is not known whether this Margaret Conway, was the same person as Margred Conway, daughter of David Conway, last prior of Beddgelert. If so, she may have obtained the tenancy at the Dissolution.

1575 Jan 29. Grant in fee simple to John Dudley and John Ayscough of the reversions and rents of the lands etc comprised in leases as follows:

vi) By patent,  20 Feb 3 Eliz (1561): to John Tamworthe, of the house and site of Bethkelhart priory, co Carnarvon, formerly of the monastery of Bisham alias Buselesham, co Berks., and afterwards granted to Anne of Cleves, (with all  possessions of the priory then or late in the tenure of John Gough in the counties of Carnarvon and Anglesey or elsewhere in North Wales) for 21 years  from Michaelmas then last at a yearly rent of £42 (for all the premises) 

(Cal of Patent Rolls Eliz Part V C 66/1127, page 448 vi)

1575 page 449  Also grant of ……

7) the house and site of Bethkelert priory and lands (named with tenants names) in Pennaunte, Pennarthe, Llechidiour, Deleweddelan, Aberche and Llanvaier, co Carnarvon, all late of the said priory, and yearly rents of 42s 9d and £8 12s 4d, parcel of the rent of £42 specified in vi) above.

In consideration of divers lands in the Isle of Sheppey co Kent, bargained and sold to 

the Crown by Henry Cheyne, knight, Lord Cheyne, and at his request. By Q.

(Cal of Patent Rolls Eliz Part V C 66/1127, page 449, 450)

On 16 February 1575 the bargain and sale enrolled is recorded between 

1. John Duddeley and John Ayscough, esqs. and 

2. John Salesburye of Ruyge esq. and Henry Dynne of Heydon, co Norfolk, gent.  Bargain and Sale enrolled of messuages and tenements called 

…  Messuage or t’ments called Tythyn y wenith, township Aberche;  …

Latin. Decayed. (GAS, XD/2 Newborough [Glynllifon] ms 1337;  NLW Rug 612 )


On 16 February 1575 1. John Duddeley and John Ayscough, esqs. and 

2. John Salesburye of Ruyge esq. and Henry Dynne of Heydon, co Norfolk, gent.  

Grant of the reversion of lands in Treeyrbeirth, co Anglesey, the township of Pennant and Pennarth, and Aberche, co Carnarvon, Llaneltid, co Merioneth and the township of Cwmcadian co Merioneth & Montgomery. Latin. Mutilated.

(NLW, Rug Schedule, p 48)

1596 Oct 20 : Post Nuptial Settlement:

1. Owen Wynn of Llanrwst, Esq & 2. Pierse Lloid of Gweredog, co Anglesey, Esq.

re marriage between John Wynn Owen, widower & heir apparent of 1. & Margaret, daughter of 2. 1. owned extensive lands including Tythyn y Prior in Aberergh in the tenure of Hughe ap Harrie. (Mostyn Mss Additional D/M 7080 at Hawarden; this is being transcribed (Oct 2004) to established whether any information it contains may explain how Owen Wynn came to own Tythyn y Prior and what happened later concerning its ownership)

John Wynn owned extensive lands including Tythyn y Prior in Aberergh in the tenure of Hughe ap Harrie. (Mostyn Mss Additional D/M 7080 at Hawarden) 

Owen Wynn was the fourth son of John Wyn ap Maredudd of Gwydir. Owen Wynn’s wife, Ellin, was co-heiress & daughter of Robert Salisbury of Caemilwr, Llanrwst. Robert Salusbury was a cousin, with a common great grandfather, of John Salusbury of Rug who had purchased priory lands in Abererch and elsewhere in 1575. It has not yet been proved how Tythin y Prior in Abererch came into the ownership of John Wynn Owen and whether it is the same holding as Tythyn y wenith. [see 1614 entries]

Humffrey Jones of Craflwyn, Beddgelert, later Receiver General of North Wales, probably bought Tythyn y Prior along with Meillionen & Bwlch mwlchan from John Wynn Owen, Caemilwr, who did sell part of his estate to his cousin Sir John Wynn of Gwydir. (Ped 228) 

1614: 2 July 1614 a grant of the reversion of t'ments and lands  is recorded between 

1. Frances Dynne of the Inner Temple, London, gent., cousin & next heir of Henry Eynne, [Dynne] decd., late of Heyden, co Norfolk, gent. and 

2. William Salesbury of Rug, esq.  
[son of John Salusbury]

… Messuage or t’ments called Tythyn y wenith, t'ship Aberche;  …
(GAS Newborough Rug 1342; NLW, Rug ms 1026)

1614 July 2: 1. Frances Dynne of the Inner Temple, London, gent., cousin & next heir of Henry Eynne, [Dynne] decd., late of Heyden, co Norfolk, gent. and 

2. William Salesbury of Rug, co Merioneth, Esq., 

GRANT  Bargain & Sale enrolled of messuages and lands being in the possession of the said Henry Dynne, deceased, in counties of Anglesey, Carnarvon, Merioneth & Montgomery. Stained. (NLW, Rug schedule, p97, ms 150; GAS Newborough [Glynllifon] ms 1343)

In 1657 the Rug estate passed by marriage to John Wynn of Melai and Maenan, ancestor of Lord Newborough.

CHECK for a Tythin y Wenith in Glynllifon/Newborough holdings in Abererch parish.

c1620s-1649: Prior probably became the property of Humffrey Jones, Craflwyn, Beddgelert, later Receiver General of North Wales, who may have bought it along with Meillionen & Bwlch mwlchan, Beddgelert, from John Wynn Owen, Caemilwr, who sold part of his estate to his cousin Sir John Wynn of Gwydir. (Ped 228) 

Or he may have purchased it from William Salusbury of Rug, son of John Salusbury. In 1631 he had become His Majesty’s Receiver General of North Wales and would have been in a position to make such purchases. Prior, along with his estate was inherited by his relatives, who after 1703 were the Parry family.

1642-1648
Civil War

1649-1660
Commonwealth

1660 

Restoration of the MONARCHY

In the 1700s every farm in the Dinllaen portion of Abererch parish belonged either to the Vaughans of Gorsygedol or to the Wynns of Glynllifon, apart from Prior, formerly owned by the Prior of Beddgelert. (C A Gresham,1973, Eifionydd, p 294-7) 

1744 Robert David, tenant of Prior (died 1803) married Elizabeth Roberts of Abererch (died 1808). They had 11 children including Jane, born 1751, married Richard Roberts in 1780, and Maurice Roberts (1760-1845) who in 1797 married Ann Williams (1777-1828), had 5 children and took over the tenancy

1756 March 28: Jane, daughter of Griffith David & Lowry his wife, of Prior, was baptised. (GAS, Abererch church Register)

1756 Aug 31: David William of Prior was buried. (GAS, Abererch church Register)

1758 March 3: Ann, daughter of Robert David & Elizabeth his wife, of Prior, was baptised. (GAS, Abererch church Register)

In 1773 Humffrey Jones’ descendant, Richard Parry, sold Prior farm, Abererch  and his lands in the township of Bottach to Rowland Jones, the elder, soon of Werglodd Fawr, the later Broom Hall estate. Rowland Jones died in 1774 leaving an infant son, Rowland Jones, the younger. (NLW, Broom Hall, 469-70, C A Gresham, 1973, Eifionydd, p 70, 366-7) 

Rowland Jones the elder’s brothers, local John Jones and London attorney Thomas Jones, were left a life interest in the Caernarfonshire properties, or at least until Rowland Jones, the younger, came of age in 1793 and inherited the estate. (J Dilwyn Williams, pers comm)

1776 George III guinea coin was found in a Prior field during ploughing before 1914 by Bob Jones, brother of Huw Jones of Prior. ( pers comm from the Jones family)

1783 & 1784: Brior - tenant Robert David; owner not given. 

1785-1791: Prior - Tenant: Robert David; Owner: John Jones Esq.

1794-1805: Prior - Tenant: Robert David; Owner: Thomas Jones Esq.

1806
     : Prior - Tenant: Robert David; Owner: Rowland Jones Esq. (the younger)

1807-1814: Prior - Tenant: Morris Roberts; Owner: Rowland Jones Esq.

1817: 
    Prior - Tenants: Morris Roberts & Pritchard Griffith; Owner: Rowland Jones Esq. (GAS Abererch Land Tax Assessment)

1801: July 8: Notice to be brought at the next Quarter Session by the Churchwardens & Overseers of the Poor of the parish of Abererch against those of Nevin, to adjourn appeal concerning the settlement of Robert David and family. (GAS, XQS/1801/93). It is not known whether this relates to the family of Robert David of Prior.

1812 Plan of Prior farm giving field names. (GAS, XM/maps/437/24) Property of Rd Jones, Esq. Surveyor R Ellis.






A R P

Field 
1
House & Garden



-

0-1-33


2
Llain





arable

0-1-32


3
Cae ty rumach




arable

1-1-33


4
Dderwen bach




pasture

1-1-5


5
Twnty’r fordd




arable

1-3-7


6
Cae carn




arable

2-0-14


7
Cae Redyn




arable

1-1-25


8
Cae Pant




arable

1-0-20


9
Cae ithyn mawr



arable

2-0-10


10
Cae wrth werglodd



arable

1-2-5


11
Cae pyn




arable

2-0-19


12
Cae bach



meadow land

0-3-37


13
Cae wrth rardd



arable

1-1-28


14
Cae wrth cefn scybor



arable

1-2-9


15
Werglodd




meadow
2-2-2


16
Morfa tyddyn




pasture

7-0-27


17
?Leyn rood




pasture

4-1-0


18
Farm yard




pasture

0-0-24


19
Lime kiln




pasture

0-0-17











33-3-27

The house is shown on a different orientation to that shown on the 1844 tithe map which is similar to the present 2004 buildings. This suggests a rebuilding between 1812 and 1844.

1813 Enclosure of sea marshland. See enclosure award map & schedule. CHECK
Commissioner: Richard Ellis.

This may have affected the farm boundary near the road.

1820 Nov 29: will of Rachel Evans, Prior, Abererch. Baptised 12 March 1745 at Llanystumdwy; buried at Llanarmon. Wife of William Owen (1739-1815will) of Clog y Berth (Morfa Lodge) & Penarth bach farm. (TC Griffith, 2003, p 117)

1822 Oct 19 John Roberts died aged 13 yrs, Prior.

1830 Dec 18 John Thomas died aged 4 mths, Prior.

1841 Census. Prior. (Abererch fiche 29)

Thomas Jones

45 yrs
farmer

Mary Jones

40 yrs

Margred Jones

15 yrs

Eleanor Jones

9 yrs

Jane Jones

7 yrs

Elinor Humphreys
20 yrs
farm servant

Pre 1844: Farm house & outbuildings rebuilt since 1812 plan. CHECK Broom Hall estate papers. 

1844 Prior - Tenant: Thomas Jones; Owner: Rowland Jones Esq. + Plan of farm.

Field names: 
1799
Cae pin

arable with some pasture



1800
Werglodd

meadow



1801
Cae Anachlud

arable




1802
Cae eithin

arable



1803
Cae cefn’r ardd
arable



1804
Cae bach

pasture



1806
Derwyn bach

arable



1807
Cae ty towyrch
arable
(sod house)



1808
Cae barn

arable



1809
Rhos bach

pasture



1810
Priory house, offices etc



1811
Cae barn

arable



1812
Rhos mawr

pasture



1846
Cae lon

arable



1847
Cae eithin

pasture

Acreage:  33acres 3 roods 37 perches.
(GAS, Abererch Tithe map & schedule)

1845 Jan 25 Thomas Jones died aged 1 yr, Prior.

1851 Census Prior schedule No 29.

Mary Jones widow
53 yrs   farmer of 33 acres  employing 1 man    born Abererch

Margaret Jones, daughter 28 yrs





Abererch

Jane Jones, daughter
22 yrs






Abererch

Mary Jones, daughter
12 yrs






Abererch

1856 Rowland Jones, the younger, died. His nephew, William Jones of Ysgubor Hen inherited the Broom Hall estate.

1857 William Jones died and the estate was inherited by his only son John Lloyd Jones who died unmarried in 1859.

1859: The Broom Hall Estate passed to his sister Margaret, wife of Owen Evans of Tyn y Coed, in Gogwmwd, Abererch. He added to the estate, and died in 1901.

1861 census Prior, Schedule No 64.

Mary Jones
widow
63 yrs
 farmer of 30 acres


   born Abererch

Mary Jones, daughter
22 yrs






Abererch

Elixabeth Williams, servant, 21 yrs, dairy maid


   born Abererch

1871 census Prior. Schedule No 185.

John Davies
Head
32yrs
farmer of 36 acres


   born Llanarmon

Mary

wife
29 






Abererch

Thomas
son
7






Abererch

William
son
5






Abererch

Mary

dau
2






Abererch

John*

son
9mth






Abererch

Laura Roberts general servant Unmarried




Pwllheli

1875 June 8 *John Davies died, aged 4 yrs, Prior, 

1881 census Prior. Schedule No 54.

John Davies
Head
40 yrs
farmer of 40 acres


   born Llanarmon

Mary

wife
40






Abererch

Thomas
son
17
agricultural servant



Abererch

William
son
15
agricultural servant



Abererch

Mary

dau
12
scholar





Abererch

Robert*
son
8
scholar





Abererch

Ellen

dau
2






Abererch

1884 Sept 25 Mary Davies died aged 1 yr. Prior.

1885 May 29 Margaret Williams died aged 32 yrs, Prior.

1891 census Prior. Schedule No. 84.

John Davies*
Head
54 yrs
farmer, employer.
born Afonwen   spoke
Welsh

Mary*

wife
58



        Abererch   
Welsh

Thomas
son
27



        Abererch   
Welsh

William
son
24



        Abererch

Welsh

Mary

dau
22



        Abererch

Welsh

Ellen

dau
12



        Abererch

Welsh

1894 Nov 21 *Robert Davies died aged 22 yrs, Prior.

1899 Feb 7 *John Davies died aged 62 yrs, Prior.

1900 Aug 31 *Mary Davies died aged 63 yrs, Prior.

1901 census Prior. Schedule No 131.

Thomas Davies head
38 yrs
farmer on own account  born Abererch spoke Welsh

Mary Davies
  sister
30



   born Abererch spoke Welsh

Richard Jones b in law 22
railway porter


Dolgelley spoke Welsh

Ellen Jones
  sister 22




Abererch  spoke Welsh

In 1901 his son, Colonel Owen Lloyd Jones Evans, inherited the Broom Hall estate and purchased additional land, including Tyddyn Mawr, Ynys y Maen and Cefn Bifor in Cwm Ystradlyn from J A A Williams of Aberglaslyn Hall. In 1911 he purchased Ereinoig, Ynys Wen and Maes y llech in the sale by Lord Harlech of the Clenennau estate,  some of which was also former land of the Beddgelert priory. Col. Jones died in 1928. 

1902 Nov: Ellis Hugh Jones of Deiniolen moved to Prior, having married Mary Griffith in 1901, and after living for a short while at her home, Bodriala. They had nine children, including Hugh Jones. 

1915 Jan 1: Certificate of the contract with Owen Lloyd Jones Evans of Broomhall, Chwilog, county Caernarvon, Esq, for the redemption of land-tax charged upon Prior farm in the parish of Abererch, county Caernarvon. (NLW, Broom Hall Ms 471)

1928: The consolidated Broom Hall estate was inherited by his son William Prys Owen Evans who was killed in 1937 in a flying accident at Broom Hall.

1929 Feb: Ellis Hugh Jones died. Prior was then farmed by his widow Mary and her elder son Robert (Bob).

c1930: When her son Hugh Jones left school he also stayed at home to farm.

1932: Aug 25: Letter from Robert Griffith, at Prior, Abererch, to G F C Yale Esq., intimating that he has left Bodriala, and requesting that his name be taken off the Estate Rental. (NLW, Broom Hall ms 782). Richard Griffith of Garn Fadryn had married Catherine Roberts of Bodriala; Mary Griffith their daughter married Ellis Jones of Prior. (T C Griffith, 2003, p 244)

1932 Oct 20: 1. Owen Lloyd Jones Evans of Broom Hall, county Caernarvon, in HM Army; 2. Mary Jones of Prior, Abererch, farmer. Lease of a messuage, farm & lands called Prior & part of Ty uchaf fields in the parish of Abererch, county Caernarvon. Conterpart. (NLW, Broom Hall Ms 759)

1937: The estate was inherited by William Prys Owen Evans’ brother Colonel John Meredith Jones Evans who began to sell portions of the estate. In 1945 and September 1946 he sold all the land, mainly to the tenants. (C A Gresham, 1973, Eifionydd, p 366-9)

1945 Feb: Hugh Jones, Prior married Janet Roberts. They had two sons.

1949 Sept: Prior was sold by the Broom Hall estate and bought by Hugh & Janet Jones. It was now lived in and farmed by the owners for the first time since the 1200s.

1961 Nov: the tithe payments, which was then £5 5s 4d, ceased on Prior.

1963 Jan: Mary Jones died.

1970 Sept: Huw Jones married Brenda Williams and for a short time lived with Hugh & Janet Jones at Prior.

1971: Trefnant was built on Prior land and Hugh & Janet Jones moved there.

1975 Jan: Hugh Jones died.

2004: One son, Evan Jones, still farms Prior, with his wife Brenda, and they have three children.

Summary of Names and Ownership: 

1n 1291 the priory holding in Abererch was 1 caracute, approximately 60 acres. It is not yet known which holding in Abererch is on the site of the other approximately 27 acres holding. 

In 1596 lands in Abererch are named Tyddyn y Prior and in 1614 Tyddyn y Wennith is also named, both said to be former priory land. Tyddyn y Wennith has not been recorded in the Land Tax Assessment records and has not yet been identified.

1573- Tyddyn y Meirch
owner- Lord Cheney

1575- Abererch lands named. Lord Cheney sold to the Crown.

1575- Tyddyn y Wenith
owner- John Salusbury of Rug & Henry Dynne.

1596- Tyddyn y Prior

owner- John Wynn Owen of Llanrwst

1614- Tyddyn y Wenith
owner- William Salisabury, son of John Salusbury.

1710- Tyddyn y Prior

owner- descendants of Humffrey Jones, Craflwyn

1773- Prior


owner-descendant Richard Parry sells to Rowland Jones

19??- Prior
sold by the Broom Hall Estate to ????

The history of Prior is recorded from 1773 to the present day.

2. PENRHOS, a chapel of Abererch.

This is a  partial history of the church at Penrhos, using information gathered as research into the history of the priory and church at Beddgelert. There are many additional sources of information about Penrhos church and parish in the Gwynedd Archives, in the Church in Wales documents in the National Library of Wales at Aberystwyth and elsewhere.

Penrhos is a small parish, west of Pwllheli, with settlement confined to the gravel ridge between two areas of marshland, which were washed by the sea prior to the 1813 sea wall enclosing low marshes east and west of Pwllheli.  

The parish church of St Cynfil was rebuilt in 1840/42 on its old site at the summit of the gravel ridge. The architect was George Alexander (TCHS, 1961, p24). The bell is lettered RG 1842. 

Fittings from the former church include registers - Terriers from 1776, with Abererch; Registers from 1815-1885; marriage registers from 1814; 

an octagonal freestone bowl font inscribed HIS 1678, bowl diameter 15 inches, & possible wooden covering; 

a memorial stone slab upright against outside of north wall, 10 foot long, to Gruffyth ap John Wynn, 1613, of Castellmarch.

Penrhos was also known as Llangynwyl. (Cymmr. 1910, p 86)

(RCAHMW, 1964, Caernarvonshire , Vol III, p 89, visited in 1956)

The church was closed in the 1970s and now belongs to the adjacent farm. The oval churchyard, at present very overgrown, is situated on the edge of a deep stream valley to the west containing the Afon Penrhos, and an escarpment to the south where the nineteenth century enclosed marshes stretch down to the cob built to keep out the sea. There was probably access by sea in the medieval period to the base of the ridge below the church.

It is not known if or when Penrhos church was appropriated by the Augustinian priory of Beddgelert, either in its own right or included as a chapelry of Abererch.

There are as yet unrecognised holdings given in the 1291 Taxation which might possibly refer to a medieval name for Penrhos / Llangynwyl.

1535 The Valor Ecclesiasticus does not appear to contain a reference to Penrhos / Llangynwyl.

The sixteenth century grandchildren of Grono ab Ieuan ab Einion, founder of the house of Gwynfryn in the township of Rhwng-Dwyfor-a-Dwyfach, inherited lands in Abererch and Penrhos. The eldest, Richard, had Gwynfryn, the second, William Griffith had Plas Gwyn in Abererch, and Thomas had Penyberth in Penrhos, where he founded the family of Wynn, which later became Wynn of Ystumllyn by marraiage with the heiress of that house in the late seventeenth century. 

(C A Gresham, Eifionydd, 1973, p 215; ed JG Jones, 1990, History of the Gwydir Family and Memoirs, p 144) 

This chapel may have been automatically included with Abererch in the documentation of the 1530s; these are therefore included in this description of Penrhos.

On 15 January 1536, Greenwich : King Henry VIII granted Beddgelert to the Abbey of Chertsey in Surrey in exchange for the manor of Chabham etc. granted to John abbot of St Peter, Chertsey by their chater dated 1 May 27 Henry VIII (1535).

John Corderey, the abbot and the convent of St Peter, Chertsey, Surrey. 

Mortmain grant of the ground, site, etc of the monastery of St Mary, Beethkilhert, Anglesea, and all those messuages, 100 acres of land, 40 acres of pasture, 3 acres of meadow, 100 acres of wood and £6 rent; all the messuages etc in the vills, fields etc of Tresbyerth, Llandam (?), Treverth, Anglesea, and in Penarth Pont Dolewethlan Ebererche Llanvairisgaer in Beethkylhart and Woytheer, Carnarvon, which David Conway, the late prior held in right of the said priory; with the patronage of the churches, vicarages, chapels and chantries of Beethkylhart Llanyddan, Dolongand alias Dolithlond, Llanwayer, Abberagh and Bettus, in Anglesea and Carnarvon.

This grant is made in exchange for the following possessions granted to the King by John the abbot and the convent of St Peter, Chertsey, by their charter dated 1 May (1535) 27 Henry VIII. Viz: …. the Manor of Chatham ……. With the annual rent of £6 13s 4d. Greenwich, 15 Jan 27 Henry VIII. (Enrolled 1 Jan).

(Henry VIII Letters & Papers Foreign & Domestic, vol X [1536] ms 226. 17 page 80)

1537 Dec 18 : Granted to the newly founded Benedictine monastery of Bisham with all possessions of the late Abbey of Chertsey (Surrey) Benedictine (Black) monks - Cherstey was re-established at Bisham. These possessions included chantries at ...... Bethkilhert in addition to possessions at ..... Bethekilhart. Bisham new foundation. Charter for the foundation (on the site of the late priory of Bisham alias Bisham Mountague alias Bustelesham, Berks, now dissolved, granted to the King by William, bishop of St David’s, late commendatory prior of the same, and the convent there by their new charter dated 5 July 28 Henry VIII), of a new monastery to consist of  one abbot and 13 monks of the Benedictine order, to pray for the good estate of the King and for the soul of the late Queen Consort Jane, etc, to be called King Henry the Eighth’s new monastery of Holy Trinity of Bustelesham. John Cordrey, monk of the above order, to be the abbot. Also grant (in consideration that the said John Cordrey, late abbot and the convent of  the late monastery of St Peter, Chartesey, Surrey, by their charter dated 6 July 29 Henry VIII, granted to the King their said monastery all its possessions in England and Wales) of incorporation to the said new monastery, with the privilege to the abbot to wear a mitre like any other abbot of that order in England, and of the following possessions, viz:

1) Possessions of the late priory of Bisham ………

2) Possessions of the late abbey of Chertsey ………

… the late priory of Cardigan, S Wales, (which belonged to Chertsey), with the rectory of Cardigan, and all possessions of the priory;

… The late priory of St Mary Beechekilhart alias Bethelkellard, Carnarvon, Wales (which belonged to Cherstey), with all its possessions in Tresburth, Llandam, and Treberth, in co Anglesea, Penarth, Penant, Delewethlond, Eberererighe, Llanvairisgar, Bethekilhart and Wayther, in co Carnarvon, or elsewhere, 

and the rectories, vicarages and rights of patronages, of the churches, vicarages, chapels and chantries of Bethkilhart, Llanyddan, Dologand alias Dologheland, Llanaure, Llanveugle, Abberagh, and Bettus, in cos Anglesea and Carnarvon. (Henry VIII Letters & Papers Foreign & Domestic, vol 12 part II [1537] ms 1311 [22] page 469)

It is not certain whether Penrhos was at this period linked with the Augustinian priory of Beddgelert to which Abererch church was appropriated.

It is difficult to estimate the extent of the loss to parishes where, the tithe having been appropriated to monasteries, vicarages had not been established prior to the dissolution, as the sums ultimately  charged on the impropriated tithe for the carrying on of services were calculated at a fixed basis without any provision for adjustment to meet the altering value of money, with the result that the annual income so reserved in course of time became entirely inadequate. (A I Pryce, 1939, TAAS, p56-7, The Reformation in the Diocese of Bangor as illustrated by the Records.)

1538 June 18 : Dissolution of Bisham Abbey, and thus Beddgelert priory; Penrhos was now a parish church, or at least a chapelry of Abererch, without links to a priory.

1539 July 10: Two references to Vicar of Abererch, who may have taken the services at Penrhos.

1) 1. Hugh ap David ap Thomas, cleck, vicar of parish of Aberergh; 

    2. Robert ap Gruffith ap John. GRANT of annuity of £20/- p.a. for a term of 80(?18) years. Latin. (GAS, Tanybwlch, Z/DV/136)

2) 1. Griffith ap William ap Madog Vichan of Abererch, Gent.; Hugh ap David ap Thomas, clerk, vicar of parish of Abererch and Robert ap David ap Thomas of Porthelye, yeoman; 2. Robert ap Gruffith ap John

BOND in the sum of £40 to secure payment of an annuity of £20/- p.a. granted to 2. Above by Sir Hugh, for a term of 18 years, and the collection of all small tithes to wit: kids, pigs, geese, eggs. honey and tithes of gardens, within Gogwmwd and Penychen, similarly granted. (GAS, Tanybwlch, Z/DV/274) These were townships east of Abererch church. 

In the Marian period (1553-58) 16 married clergy in the Diocese of Bangor were deprived of the livings;  four ousted clergy seemed to have regained their position, including Abererch and Llanfrothen. Maybe during the bishoprick of the tolerant Rowland Meyrick (1559-1565) (A I Pryce, 1923, Diocese of Bangor During the Sixteenth Century p xx, xxiv)

1561- Bishop Merick's Return of his Diocese to the Archbishop of Canterbury:

28 names including:

D. John Roberts, Prieste, Parson of Abereche, student in Cambridge;

D. Hugh ap David the elder, Prieste, Vicar of Abereche, resident, & kepeth house. Named as one "as be able to preche and may do goode"

(Browne Willis, 1721, Survey of the Cathedral Church of Bangor p 264-9)

One of these may have officiated as a curate at Penrhos.

On 16 February 1575 1. John Duddeley and John Ayscough, esqs. and 

2. John Salesburye of Ruyge esq. and Henry Dynne of Heydon, co Norfolk, gent.  

Grant of the reversion of lands in Treeyrbeirth, co Anglesey, the township of Pennant and Pennarth, and Aberche, co Carnarvon, Llaneltid, co Merioneth and the township of Cwmcadian co Merioneth & Montgomery. Latin. Mutilated.

(NLW, Rug Schedule, p 48, ms?)

1577 Dec 20. Lessee, Owen ap Robert Owen (Late priory of Berkellet otherwise Berkellerte, late Abbey of Bisham, co Berks, after parcel of possession of Lady Anne of Clives for life) various spiritualities, namely the rectories of Berthkellert, Llanviangell y Pennant, Llanvair Isgair and Bettws, rectory of Aberch with chapel at Kynvill (Penrhos), and chapel of Doleweddelan. £9 7s 8d. 

Rent £37 4s 11d. Fine 2 years’ rent. 21 years. 

Note that the Priory of Berkellert whereof premises were parcel, was granted to John Tamworth esq., l.p. 20 Feb 3 Eliz 21 years. £42 p.a, whereof there is purchased of late  £10 15s 10d p.a., remaining £31 4s 11d. (Records of Court of Augmentations relating to Wales & Monmouthshire. Lewis & Conway Davies 1954 p 289)

This is the earliest specific reference found to the chapel at Penrhos.

1578 April 17:  Lease for 21 years to Owen ap Roberte Owen [of Llaneugrad co A] of 

(1) all the spiritualities late belonging to Berkellet alias Berkellert priory in the county of Carnarvon and the rectory of Berthkellert, the rectory of Llanviagell y Penaunt, the rectory of Llanvar Isgair and Bettus, the rectory of Aberch, the chapel of Kynvill (Penrhos)  and the chapel of Doloweddelan, co Carnarvon, and 

(2) the rectory of Llanydan, the rectory of Lloinedwyn, the rectory of Llaneniell Vab and the rectory of Llanvayer y Comot, co Anglesey, all late of the said priory of Berkellet, once belonging to the monastery of Bysham alias Bustlesham, co. Berks, and afterwards granted to Anne of Cleves for life; with reservations; from Michaelmas last; yearly rents (1) £9 7s 8d and (2) £21 17s 3d. In consideration of the surrender by the said Owen in respect of the premises of a patent, 20 Feb., 3 Eliz., leasing to John Tamworth the house and site of Bethkilhart priory and all lands then or late in the tenure of John Gough in the counties of Carnarvon and Anglesey or elsewhere in North Wales once of the said priory for 21 years from Michaelmas then next at a yearly rent of £42; and for a fine of £62 9s 10d paid at the Exchequer.

By p.s. (Cal of Patent Rolls 1577-78, C66/1167, ms 2878, page 434)

Owen ap Robert ap Owen, of Parciau, Llaneugrad (whose will was proved Dec 5, 1608) married three times. His first wife was Elin, daughter of John ap Rhys ap Ieuan ap Llewelyn ap Dafydd Goch, of Trefeilir, (Griffith’s Pedigrees p1) and they had five children. One of these, Catherine, was the first wife of Thomas ap Hugh Gwyn of Bodfel (Hugh Gwyn Bodfel’s will was proved P.C.C. Jan 28, 1611). (Griffith’s Pedigrees p171). 

Catherine was co-heiress of Owen ap Robert, who was  the sixth son of Owen ap Meyrick of Bodeon and Bodsilin. Thomas Bodfel was HSC 1609, and their first son was Sir John Bodfel, Knt. of Bodfel, HSA 1610, HSC 1622, and died in 1631. 

In 1612 John Bodfel was successful at court in retaining as part of Catherine’s marriage settlement, the inheritance of the rectories of Berthkellert, Llanviangell y Pennant, Llanvair Isgair and Bettws, rectory of Aberch with chapel at Kynvill (Penrhos), and chapel of Doleweddelan. (Exchequer Proceedings concerning Wales; James 1; 144/72/9; Anglesey p 13)

In 1581/2 a grant was made to Edward Downing and Peter Ashton including all the rectories and churches of Bethkellert. (Patent Rolls, 20 Eliz) [They were also granted the priory's lands/churches in Anglesey - Parry, 1848, Cambrian Mirror p 193]   

After this the lands came into the hands of the Bodfels of Bodfel. (C A Gresham, 1973, Eifionydd p 69)

1582 Jan 25: Grant in fee simple to Edmund Downynge and Peter Ashton of the following lands, rents and tithes (tenants named), yearly values as specified: ………

The rectory and advowson of Penmon, Anglesey, late of Penmon priory (32s 4d);

The rectories of, and tithes in, Beddgelert, Llanfihangell y pennant, Llanvairisgaer, Bettws and Abererch, the chapels of, and tithes in, Cynvil (Penrhos) and Dolwyddelan, Caernarvonshire, the rectories of, and tithes in, Llanidan, Llanedwen, Llanddaniel Fab and Llanfair y Cwmwd, Anglesey, and the advowsons of Beddgelert, Abererch and Llanidan, all late of  Bisham monastery, Berkshire. (£31 4s 11d).

[and many more]

The grantees are charged with the following yearly payments:

… 40s as stipend for a curate in Penmon, 20s to the bishop of Bangor and 8s 4d to the archdeacon of Anglesey for synodals and procurations, etc etc

In consideration of the surrender of certain rectories and tithes of the yearly value of £58 4s 3d., granted to Downynge and Ashton, by patent, 27 Oct last. (See 23 above). By P.S. (Cal Patent Rolls Eliz1 vol X, page 250-1;ms 1876, C66/1219. 24 Eliz 1.

1574 June : Abererche vicarage : Owen ap Davide, clericus ; Patron Owen ap Robert Owen, Generosus; cause of vacancy - death of Hugh ap David, clericus. (A I Pryce, 1923, The Diocese of Bangor in the 16th century, p 21)

1581 Feb 19 : Abererche vicarage. Richard Conwey, clericus. Patron- The Queen. 

no cause of vacancy given. (A I Pryce, 1923, The Diocese of Bangor in the 16th century, p 21)

It is not known whether he was another member of the family of Dafydd Conway, prior of Beddgelert, or of John Conway, abbot of Enlli.

1600- 1752 Abererch registers - copies at National Library of Wales, Aberystwyth.

1612 : (9 Jac. I) As part of a marriage settlement between Katheren, daughter of Owen ap Robert  Owen of Llaneugrad, co Anglesey, (who would have now been 84 years old) and Thomas Bodfel, heir of Hugh Gwynne of Bodvell circa 1580, their son John Bodfel had, by Owen ap Robert, been assured the " inheritance of the rectories and parsonages impropriate of Bethkellert, Llanyhangell y Pennant, Llanvaier Ysgaer, Bettus and Abererch and chapels of Kynvile (Penrhos) and Dolewethelan". The executors of the will of Owen ap Robert Owen were plaintiffs & the Bodfels were the defendants at the Exchequer. The defendants were successful.

(Exchequer Proceedings concerning Wales; James I; 144/72/9; Anglesey p13)

[Owen ap Robert of Bodavon Esq, … now 80 years of age … in 1608 - in Exchequer Proceedings concerning Wales, James 1 Anglesey page 6; PRO Exchequer proceedings 5 Jac 1, 144/57/5]

Plts. William Owen of Bodavon & Jane his wife, executrix of the will of Owen ap Robert Owen, on behalf of the said Jane, and Ellin Owen, her daughter, an infant of 5.

Defts. Thomas, Henry & John Bodvell. (Documents R.A.A.)

BILL: The marriage of Thomas Bodevell, son of Hugh Gwynne of Bodvell, to Katheren, daughter of Owen ap Robert Owen. The indenture of 22 Eliz I that Hugh Gwynne convey all his lands to Thomas Bodvell & his heirs upon the body of Katheren, and that Owen ap Robert (Owen) demise his lands to Katheren & her heirs by Bodvell. Entry of Owen ap Robert & Hugh Gwynne into bonds of £4,000 to perform the covenant. The death of Katheren leaving as issue John Bodvell. Refusal of Hugh Gwynne to effect the agreement though Owen ap Robert had already assured to John Bodvell the “inheritance of the rectories and parsonages impropriate of Bethkellert, Llanyhangell y Pennant, Llanvaier Ysgaer, Bettus and Abererch and chapels of Kynvile (Penrhos) and Dolewethelan". The refusal of Sir Henry Bagnall, Marshall of Ireland, to bestow his daughter in marriage on John Bagnall ?? until Owen ap Robert entered into certain covenants on a bond of £5,000, Sir Henry not trusting “the accustomed loose and uncivil dealing of Hugh Gwynne”. Advance of £100 by Owen ap Robert to finance the marriage. Gwynne received £1,000 after the marriage was solemnised but failed to perform his part of the covenant and Owen ap Robert was sued by Dame Ellinor Bagnall on his bond of £5,000. Bequest by Owen ap Robert of the remainder of his estate to plt. Jane.

Multiplicity of suits by defts. V plts including one bond of £4,000 in the High Court of Pleas.

Answer: Owen ap Robert did not perform his part of the original covenant & defts. are justified in suing him on his bond of £4,000.

(Exchequer Proceedings concerning Wales; James I; 144/72/9; Anglesey p13)

1613: There is a memorial stone slab upright against outside of north wall, 10 foot long, to Gruffyth ap John Wynn, 1613, of Castellmarch.

(RCAHMW, 1964, Caernarvonshire , Vol III, p 89, visited in 1956)

1642-1648
Civil War

1649-1660
Commonwealth

1656 Oct 9 Bodvell. Letter from Tom Kynaston to Mr William Roberts, Deputy Sheriff of Carnarvonshire.

The deputy sheriff has demanded £15 from him to be levied from the profits of Abererch, Penrhos and Llanvair Yscayre rectories for seizures. If Roberts pays it to the Sheriff, it will be allowed in the rent paid by him to the writer.

(B E Howells, 1967, Calendar of Letters relating to North Wales, p 104, Llanfair-Brynodol, Ms 162)

1660 

Restoration of the MONARCHY

1666 Oct 3: Letter from Maurice Wynn to Richard Griffith Esq., at (Plas) Llanvair.

The enclosed is from Mr Robartes whereby he orders Griffith to pay his rent to the writer towards payment of the King’s rent due out of Bodvell rectories etc. When Griffith pays he will have his aquitance, which is now in the writer’s custody. Griffith will be well secured for Wynn has power to distrain the tithes for the King’s rent.

(B E Howells, 1967, Calendar of Letters relating to North Wales, p 138, Llanfair-Brynodol, Ms 228)

Robert Robartes, son of John Robertes, first earl of Radnor, was born in 1633 in Cornwall and educated at Cambridge. Circa 1657 he married Sarah, daughter of Col. John Bodfel. The estate was left to the second son, Charles Bodvel Robartes. A second will was made but was over-ruled by an Act of Parliament.

1678: There is an octagonal freestone bowl font inscribed HIS 1678, bowl diameter 15 inches, & possible wooden covering. (RCAHMW, 1964, Caernarvonshire , Vol III, p 89, visited in 1956)

1721: The Patron was the Bishop of Bangor. (A W Wade Evans, Parochiale Wallicanum, Y Cymmrodor, vol xxii, 1910, p86)

1721:  Churches & Chapells in the Diocese of Bangor:

Deanery of Llyn - Abererch : St Cowdra; Festival Dec 5; 

Capell Penrhos, alias Llangynvil. Impropriator: the countess of Radnor.

(Browne Willis, 1721, Survey of the Cathedral Church of Bangor p 275)

1721 July 28 Lease of possession of the rectories of Abererch, Llanfair Isgaer, Bethkelert, Llanfihangel, Dolrwythelan. (all former Beddgelert Priory lands)

Consideration : 5s.  

1. Thomas Wynne of Bodvean, Esq,

2. The Rt. Hon Charles Bodville, Earl of Radnor. (GAS Glynllifon ms 7250)


Thomas Wynn married the heiress of Glynllifon, which became the seat of the family of his grandson, Thomas Wynn, Lord Newborough.

1752 April 7: Great Sessions for Caernarvon, at Carnarvon. 

Final Concord between Thomas Wilson, Gent. (plaintiff) and Bernard Wilson, DD, & Elizabeth his wife (Deforceants), when the deforceants acknowledged the Island of Bardsey, + 70 messuages, 10 cottages etc (in 25 parishes) and also the Rectories of Abererch, Penrhos, Llanfair Isgaer, Bethkelert, Bettws, Llanfihangel y Pennant, Dolrwythelan,  and all tithes, oblations, offerings, rents & pensions belonging to the rectories to be the property of the plaintiff. Consideration 900 marks.  

(GAS Glynllifon ms 7252) 

This document does not appear to fit into the pattern of ownership of the patronage of the former priory churches. It may be linked to a short term mortgage or loan.

1766 Sept 16: 1. Sir John Wynn of Bodvean, Bart; 2. Catherine & Elizabeth Wynn parish of St Mary le bone, co Middx, spinsters & sisters of 1. Mortgage (Bargain & Sale) of (many properties) + rectory of the church of Abererch with the chapel of Penrhos. “The Bodvean Estate.” (GAS, Glynllifon ms 7258, p 173 in catalogue)

1781 Jan 20: 1. Rt Hon Thomas, Lord Newborough, Baron Newborough of Ireland; 

2. & 3. includes creditors of Thomas Lord Newborough.

Mortgage & Assignment [demise for a term of 99 years] of the interest on a £40,000 from an estate in co Caerns., of the Glynllifon estate comprising … (very long list including) [page 184] Llechieddior, parish Llanfihangel y Pennant,; rectory of Abererch, tithes of Perches (?Penrhos); rectory of Llanfair Isser, tithes & part of rectory of Llanfairisgae; rectorial tithes of Betts Garmon; [page 185] Cwmdock, parish of Beddgelert; Pant Drainog, parish of Llanfihangel y Pennant. … [all part of former priory of Beddgelert].
(GAS, Glynllifon ms 7265)

1782-1818: Lord Newborough owned seven of the 15 holdings named in the Land Tax. (GAS, Penrhos Land Tax)


1784-85 Dec 24: 1. John Parry, Wernfawr, Esq. + 3; 

2. John Parry Thomas Hunt of Mollington, Chester + 2;

3. Rt Hon. Thomas, now Lord Newborough, eldest son of Sir John Wynn;

4. Daughters of John Wynn;
5. Edward Moore of Stockwell, Surrey, Esq.

Assignment of mortgage of 1766 Sept 16, including the Rectory of the church of Abererch and the chapel of Penrhos. (GAS, Glynllifon ms 354. P 186 of catalogue)

1796 Oct 26: Abererch PC with the Chapel of Penrhos: David Evans B A. 

(A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor During three Centuries)

1801 Aberach. Bishop’s Visitation Queries & Answers.

No parsonage house in the parish. Terrier of all lands purchased bt the Queen’s Bounty … etc. Reside at Pwllheli, 2 miles from Penrhos and 1½ miles from Aberach. Serve chapel of Penrhos. David Evans, Perpetual curate of Abererch.

(NLW, Church in Wales, B/QA/13 page 390) 

1809-11: Penrhos (near Pwllheli). Lord Newborough is here the chief proprietor , and here also he is the impropriator of the great tithes. The church, whether as a building or for its service, does not seem to fare the better for this appropriation of ecclesiastical property, It is in length about thirty six by sixteen wide, and being wretchedly thatched, is in no wise distinguishable from the cottages scattered about it. Its desolation indeed cannot be surveyed without the mingled emotions of sorrow, indignation and scandal that in a Christian land an edifice dedicated to the worship of the Almighty should exhibit this appearance of disgraceful and impious neglect. Among the other wretchednesses of the place I shall content myself with mentioning the character and condition of the font. With primeval simplicity this is merely the root of a tree, hollowed into a basin with much the same sort of workmanship as is shown by savages to whom the use of iron is unknown. That the arts, however, had been in progress we may infer from the improvement of a lining of mortar, though its present broken condition might seem to bespeak a relapse into a less contriving age of barbarism. Consistency, however, it must be confessed, is here duly maintained. There is no register; there are no church wardens; and divine service is performed but once a fortnight. This infamous state of things the bishop attempted to remedy by an appeal to law, and, I an concerned to add, successfully resisted. Is there a judgment 

upon this kind of property that it cannot be creditably dispensed, and are the iniquities of its violent seizure by a tyrant still resting in their consequences upon its possession 

by the assigns of the royal robber? (E Hyde Hall, A Description of Caernarfonshire 1809-1811, ed E G Jones, C. H. S., 1952, p 286)

1826 July 4: 1. Rt Hon Thomas John, Lord Newborough; 2. William Glynne Griffith, Bodegroes, Esq; 3. Henry Rumsey Williams of Penrhos, Gent.

Deed to lead to two Common Recoveries one each for the Caernarvon and Anglesey estates (lease & release) touching … The Rectory of the church of Abereitch with the chapel of Penrhos (+ many others). 

(GAS, Glynllifon ms 7300 & 7301, page 206 in catalogue)

1826 Aug 9: Court of Great Sessions of the county of Carnarvon. Common Recovery 

with triple voucher. Demandant: William Glynne Griffith; Tenant: Henry Rumsey Williams, Gent., …. Touching 200 messuages, 200 dwelling houses, 200 cottages … and also the Rectory of Abereirch with the appearances, together with all the tithes, tenths & moduses issuing & payable out of 50,000 acres of land in the parishes of Abereirch, Penrhos, Bettws Garmon & Llanfairisgaer. (GAS, Glynllifon ms 7302, page 212 of the catalogue)

1826: Nov 29/30: 1. Rt Hon Thomas Jones, Lord Newborough;

2. Rt Rev Father in God, Sir George Tomline, Bart., Lord Bishop of Winchester and the Rt  Hon William Earl of St Germans, MORTGAGE (Lease and Release) for securing £7,000 … including tithes in parishes of Abereich, Bettws Garmon & Llanfairisgaer. (GAS XD/2 Newborough [Glynllifon], ms 7311, 7312, p 217)

1834: Penrhos: The living is a perpetual curacy, annexed to the vicarage of Abererch, in the archdeaconry and diocese of Bangor. The church, dedicated to St. Cynwyl, is a very small edifice, with a thatched roof. (W Lewis, 1834, A Topographical Dictionary of Wales)

1841 Bishop’s Visitation Queries & Answers. Abererch and Penrhos. 

Revd D Pugh. Population Abererch: 1,652; Penrhos 104. No parsonage house. 

Services Abererch: 11 a.m and 3.30 p.m. At Penrhos only occasionally

(NLW, Church in Wales, B/QA/30) 

1842: The parish church of St Cynfil was rebuilt on its old site at the summit of the gravel ridge. The architect was George Alexander (TCHS, 1961, p24). The bell is lettered R.G. 1842.

1860: See Abererch Terrier re Penrhos, ( NLW, Church in Wales, B/Terr.)

1970s: Penrhos church was closed

2004: The church now belongs to the owners of the adjacent  Tan y Fron farm.

3. DOLWYDDELAN

This is a  partial history of the church at Dolwyddelan, using information gathered as research into the history of the priory and church at Beddgelert. There are many additional sources of information about Dolwyddelan church and parish in the Gwynedd Archives, in the Church in Wales documents in the National Library of Wales at Aberystwyth and elsewhere.

The church at Dolwyddelan is dedicated to Gwyddel, named from an unknown Irish saint. (M Miller, 1979, The Saints of Gwynedd p 76)

Alternatively  it may be dedicated to Wyddelan, a seventh century disciple of St Beuno with other dedications in Dyfed and Powys. (R Spencer, 1991, A Guide to the Saints of Wales and the West Country, p 90)

Ffynnon Offeiriad (the priest’s well) is situated on a mountain road leading from Dolwyddelan towards Capel Curig. On crossing a brook by stepping stones called Sarn yr Offeriad (the priest‘s track), Ffynnon Offeriad is nearby. It is oblong and is formed of rough stones and half-covered. 

(F Jones, 1954, The Holy Wells of Wales, p 156)

Pont Sarn-yr-offeriad, over Afon Ystumiau, is formed of three large slabs, resting on dry-built abutments corbelled out over the stream, span 9ft, width 5ft, a crossing is shown here on Evan’s map of 1794. (RCAHMW, Caernarvonshire, Vol 1, p 83, monument 236)

Tradition recounts the passage of monks from Dolwyddelan over the mountain to minister at Capel Curig, but no actual documentation relating to this has so far been seen. It is probably this tradition which connects the Canons of Beddgelert with the church at Capel Curig.

A ninth - tenth century cast bronze hand bell was dug up on the site of the old church. (RCAHM, Caerns Vol 1 p77)

A 13th century church stood, according to tradition, on a hill called Bryn y Bedd, some 300 yards to the south-west of the present church which was built in the early 16th century. ( RCAHMW, Caerns, Vol 1, p 77, No 222)

1268/9 : Land was given in exchange for the following lands held by the Prior and Convent 1) all the lands of their church of Dolwyddelan BEYOND the ditch of the meadow-land near the said township ….. . 

It is not known why the prince decided to exchange these lands. Beddgelert had more land  & the church in Dolwyddelan pre 1268. Prince Llewelyn ap Iorwerth may have required land for a specific purpose. It is not known when the first Dolwyddelan castle was built on the small knoll of rock near the river, nor when the castle was re-sited to its present position, and whether the re-siting of the castle and the land exchange were linked.

In 1352 the township of Dolwyddelan consisted of two bond gafaelion called Gafael Elidir and Gafael-y-Mynach. (Record of Caernarvon  1838 p 10; NLW Panton ms 58. 89 (b) [fo. 9] ) The name suggests that the priory lands were in Gafael-y-Mynach, the monks’ holding, but its location is not yet identified. It was probably land north of the river on the lower slopes of Moel Siabod.

There was also an extensive area of ffridd, upland cattle pasture, mainly to the west of the castle comprising ten hafotai or summer pastures called Penamnen, Bertheos, Hafod Boeth. Gorddinan, Fynhadog, Coetmor, Hendre Llaingron, Gelliwrach, Penrhiw & Ffridd Gelli. (PRO.SC 6 1171/12, 1173/6; Thirsk, Agrarian History of England & Wales, p 3789; J Ll Jones, Enwau Lleoedd Sir Gaernarfon, p 16, 28, 64, 108; J G Jones, The Wynn Family of Gwydir, 1995, p 23, 48)

1363 : Res of St Ewddelan by Theodore, son of John Owen & a petition for the church by Llewelin de Brechonia (granted). (Papal Reg. Pet.  A I Pryce, 1929, p 172)

1390 Sept 1: Griffith Effir, Chaplain of Dolewithelan (& 5 others) ordered to be personally before the King's Council at Westminster at Michaelmas 1390 - re disturbance at Llanrwst church during induction of William Broun, Parson of Llanrwst. (Cal Anc Pet, No 11852-3, p 394)

1504    The prior & the canons of Bethkelert served the cure of souls in the parishes of Abererch, Dolwyddelan, and Llanidan, and they were responsible for Llanfihangel y Pennant, the parish in which their priory stood and Llanfair-is-gaer with Betws Garmon. (Return for the diocese of Bangor to Archbishop Warham; C A Gresham, 1973, Eifionydd, p 65)

1504 : Dolwythelan - Prior & Priory of Berthkelert. Dom. Hugh Pennant, curate.

( A I Pryce, 1923, The Diocese of Bangor in the 16th century, p 82)

c1512 Maredudd ab Ifan removed the church of Dolwyddelan from Bryn y bedd 

'to the place where it now is, being parte of the possessions of the priory of Bethkelert'  (Sir John Wynn, History of the Gwydir Family; see C A Gresham, 1873, Eifionydd, p 65; J G Jones, thw Wynn Family of Gwydir, 1995, p 27) The site of the old church which was 'removed from Bryn y Bedd' around 1500 by Maredydd ab Ieuan was probably in the col transected by the modern road near Bod y Groes.  

Lewis ap Moris said that “there were dyvers and many Chapells and parsonages appropriate belonging to the said late priorie of Bethkilhert which the said late monastery was bounde to serve. And for that the said late monastery was a house of very small possessions the Canons of the said late monastery (except 2 or 3) did for the most part serve abroade out of the said monastery in other places that is to say in the Chapells and parsonages appropriate which they did for and towards the better maintenance of their sociale livings and some of them did for the better maintenance of their livings did serve the cure of other parsonages and vicarages.

(C A Gresham, 1973, Eifionydd, p 67-8)

1535 : The spiritualities held by Beddgelert in the county of Caernarvon were the rectories of Beddgelert, Llanfihangell, Aber-erch, Llanfair-is-gaer with Betws Garmon and Dolwyddelan. ( C A Gresham, Parish of Beddgelert, TCHS,1969 p 23) 

1535 : Church of Dolwyddelan: Valor Ecclesiasticus Vol 6 p iij Nanconyey.

1535: Rectory of Dolwethlan, in the Deaneries of Issaph, Nanconwey & Cruthyn, value in Glebe land there, per ann.


          5s

Tithes & oblations, in common years


   £4 13s 4d

£ 4 18s 4d

(Arch. Camb.,1847, pp 164-5)

1535 Valor Ecclesiasticus: Vol 6, pages xiv-xxxvi.

Diocese of Bangor: Tax of the first fruits of the churches of Bangor diocese Bishop of Bangor owes as much as those livings belonging to it.

Deanery of Arllechwedd:

Dolwythelan


vj marcs.  Bethkelert

18 entries ranging from 6marks - 12 marks 10 shillings, with 7 being at 6 marks. (1535 Valor Ecclesiasticus: Vol 6, p xiv)

Deanery of Issaph, Nanconwey and Cruthyn;

Bethkylhert - Church of Dolwyddelan
-

11 entries ranging from 104s 8d - £12 15s. (1535 Valor Ecclesiasticus: Vol 6, p xvi)

1535 Valor Ecclesiasticus: Vol 6, Page xvi

Heading of section incomplete:

Monastery of St Mary of Bethkylhert - only in the hand of the Lord King.


Archdeaconry of Anglesey; Deanery of Menai & Malltraeth:

chapels of Llanedan, Llanedwen, Llanddeynyiol vab & Llan vair in y comote

attached to the said monastery.


Archdeaconry of Merionyth, deanery of Efionydd:

Llanfihangel in y penant is attached to the said monastery.


Archdeaconry of Bangor: Deanery of Iscor & Uchaf in Arvon:

Llanvair Isgayre & Bettus Garmon is attached to the same monastery.


Deanery of Issaphe & Nanconwy:

Chapel of Dolwethelan is likewise attached to the said monastery.














1535 Valor Ecclesiasticus: Vol 6, Page xviii

Archdeaconry of Bangor: 


Deanery of Llyn: attached to Bethkilerte

Rectory of Abererch is attached to the monastery of St Mary of Bethkelert in the hands of the Lord King. Vicar of Abererch previously said - Master Hugo ap Dd ap Thomas is only the vicar of the same - £ n . ( nil or not available)


Deanery of Isaf, Nanconwey & Kreuddyn: attached to Bethkelert:

Church of Dolwyddelan attached to the monastery of Bethkelert in the hands of the Lord King: vj marcs


Deanery of Uwchgwyfai & Isgwyfai: attached to Bethkelhert:

Monastery of St Mary of Bethkelert with chapel Y bettus Llanvair is y gadr in the hands of the Lord King: vij marcs.

Vicaria de Llanvair is y gadr: Master Ric. Ap William is only the Vicar of the same: -.


Deanery of Issaph Nanconwey & Kreuddyn: attached to Bethkelert:

Church of Dolwyddelan attached to the Monastery of Bethkelert in the hands of the Lord King: 6 marks. (1535 Valor Ecclesiasticus: Vol 6, p xxviii)

April 1535. 

The spiritual Jurisdiction of the Archdeaconry of Bangor, Thomas Runcorne: 

Annual revenues in deanery of Uchaf Isaph & Nanconwey:
…. Dolwythellan
ij s.

Revenues received at the time of the visitation of the said Lord Archdeacon of Bangor: .… Dolwythellan 
ix d. (1535 Valor Ecclesiasticus: Vol 6, p xxi)

1535 Beddgelert Net income £69. (Bardsey: £46; Penmon: £40; Conway : £162; 

Cymer : £51)  (Glanmor Williams, 1962, The Welsh Church from Conquest to Reformation, Appendix B p 560)

Sources of bishop’s income:

Spiritualities: income from appropriated churches, pensions from other churches, tithes, synodals, procurations …. (These last two were paid by houses in possession of appropriated parishes; 2-3% of gross income. p 371)

Temporalities: revenue derived from the episcopal estates. 

(Glanmor Williams, 1962, The Welsh Church from Conquest to Reformation, p271, 274)

Llanvair is gaer, Bethkelert, Abererch, Dolwythelan & Llanfihangel y Penant : which five parishes with their chapels belonging to Bethkelert Priory were, on the annexing of that priory to Bisham Abbey, co Berkshire, for some time part of the possessions thereof, till the general Dissolution as may be seen in the Monasticon Vol 3, P 21.

Lanidan belonged to Bethkelert , and so for some time to Bisham.

(Browne Willis, 1721, Survey of the Cathedral Church of Bangor, p327-8)

On 15 January 1536, Greenwich : King Henry VIII granted Beddgelert to the Abbey of Chertsey in Surrey in exchange for the manor of Chabham etc. granted to John abbot of St Peter, Chertsey by their charter dated 1 May 27 Henry VIII (1535).

John Corderey, the abbot and the convent of St Peter, Chertsey, Surrey. 

Mortmain grant of the ground, site, etc of the monastery of St Mary, Beethkilhert, Anglesea, and all those messuages, 100 acres of land, 40 acres of pasture, 3 acres of meadow, 100 acres of wood and £6 rent; all the messuages etc in the vills, fields etc of Tresbyerth, Llandam (?), Treverth, Anglesea, and in Penarth Pont Dolewethlan Ebererche Llanvairisgaer, in Beethkylhart and Woytheer, Carnarvon, which David Conway, the late prior held in right of the said priory; with the patronage of the churches, vicarages, chapels and chantries of Beethkylhart Llanyddan, Dolongand alias Dolithlond, Llanwayer, Abberagh and Bettus, in Anglesea and Carnarvon.

This grant is made in exchange for the following possessions granted to the King by John the abbot and the convent of St Peter, Chertsey, by their charter dated 1 May (1535) 27 Henry VIII. Viz: …. the Manor of Chatham ……. With the annual rent of £6 13s 4d. Greenwich, 15 Jan 27 Henry VIII. (Enrolled 1 Jan).

(Henry VIII Letters & Papers Foreign & Domestic, vol X [1536] ms 226. 17 page 80)

1537 Dec 18 : Granted to the newly founded Benedictine monastery of Bisham with all possessions of the late Abbey of Chertsey (Surrey) Benedictine (Black) monks - Cherstey was re-established at Bisham. These possessions included chantries at ...... Bethkilhert in addition to possessions at ..... Bethekilhart. Bisham new foundation. Charter for the foundation (on the site of the late priory of Bisham alias Bisham Mountague alias Bustelesham, Berks, now dissolved, granted to the King by William, bishop of St David’s, late commendatory prior of the same, and the convent there by their new charter dated 5 July 28 Henry VIII), of a new monastery to consist of  one abbot and 13 monks of the Benedictine order, to pray for the good estate of the King and for the soul of the late Queen Consort Jane, etc, to be called King Henry the Eighth’s new monastery of Holy Trinity of Bustelesham. John Cordrey, monk of the above order, to be the abbot. Also grant (in consideration that the said John Cordrey, late abbot and the convent of  the late monastery of St Peter, Chartesey, Surrey, by their charter dated 6 July 29 Henry VIII, granted to the King their said monastery all its possessions in England and Wales) of incorporation to the said new monastery, with the privilege to the abbot to wear a mitre like any other abbot of that order in England, and of the following possessions, viz:

1) Possessions of the late priory of Bisham ………

2) Possessions of the late abbey of Chertsey ………

… the late priory of Cardigan, S Wales, (which belonged to Chertsey), with the rectory of Cardigan, and all possessions of the priory;

… The late priory of St Mary Beechekilhart alias Bethelkellard, Carnarvon, Wales (which belonged to Cherstey), with all its possessions in Tresburth, Llandam, and Treberth, in co Anglesea, Penarth, Penant, Delewethlond, Eberererighe, Llanvairisgar, Bethekilhart and Wayther, in co Carnarvon, or elsewhere, and the rectories, vicarages and rights of patronages, of the churches, vicarages, chapels and chantries of Bethkilhart, Llanyddan, Dologand alias Dologheland, Llanaure, Llanveugle, Abberagh, and Bettus, in cos Anglesea and Carnarvon. (Henry VIII Letters & Papers Foreign & Domestic, vol 12 part II [1537] ms 1311 [22] page 469)

1538 June 18 : Dissolution of Bisham Abbey, along with Beddgelert priory; Dolwyddelan was now a parish church without monastic links.

It is difficult to estimate the extent of the loss to parishes where, the tithe having been appropriated to monasteries, vicarages had not been established prior to the dissolution, as the sums ultimately  charged on the impropriated tithe for the carrying on of services were calculated at a fixed basis without any provision for adjustment to meet the altering value of money, with the result that the annual income so reserved in course of time became entirely inadequate. (A I Pryce, 1939, TAAS, p56-7, The Reformation in the Diocese of Bangor as illustrated by the Records.)

pre 1552 : Dolewithelan - marginal note "Wythel an Irish saint". (Leyland's Itinerary in Wales, part VI p 79)

In the Marian period (1553-58) 16 married clergy in the Diocese of Bangor were deprived of the livings;  four ousted clergy seemed to have regained their position, including Abererch and Llanfrothen. Maybe during the bishoprick of the tolerant Rowland Meyrick (1559-1565) (A I Pryce, 1923, Diocese of Bangor During the Sixteenth Century p xx, xxiv)

In 1569 the rent-roll of Morus Wynn of Gwydir notes that, for his portion of Dolwyddelan,  he paid his brother Robert Wynn of Conwy, 16s 8d for Y Llan, Bryn y Bedd and Dan y Castell in the township, and 22s 8d for his mother’s tenements in Penamnen and Cae Dan Alltrem. ( J G Jones, The Wynn Estate of Gwydir: Aspects of its growth and Development c1500-1560, NLWJ, XXII, p152) It is not known if the township lands  were those formerly belonging to the priory of Beddgelert, but the names Y Llan and Bryn y Bedd suggest that this is possible.

In 1573 the lands of the priory were sold by the Crown (Elizabeth I ) to Lord Cheney; 

The annual value of those in Anglesey being given as £2 2s 9d and in Caernarfon shire £8 12s 4d, the tenure to be in socage. 

On 18 April the Inquisition for the lands in Caernarvonshire was taken before Robert Turbridge at Caernarvon and the names of tenants and annual rents were as follows:

TUTHIN Y LLAN or Y PRIORDIE in Pennant- Kadwalador Gruff ap Robert-7s 8d

HAVOD RUFFIDD in Pennant & Cader yr ychen in Pennarth - Ludovicus ap Mores Gethin and Gwervil vz Gruff - 53s. 4d.

MELLIONEN in Pennant 
- Owen Wynne, armiger - 40s.

COMCLOCH in Pennant 
- Davith ap Robert - 33s. 4d. 

MAES Y LLECH in Pennant 
- Morcus ap Elissa, armiger - 3s 4d

BRAICH Y BEB in Pennant 
- Ricardus ap Elissa - 6s 8d

Unnamed tenement in LLECHEIDIOR - Robert ap Res ap Ieaun ap Hoell and Ricardus ap Hoell ap Res and others - 18s

unnamed tenement in DOLWYDDELAN - Moricus Wynne, armiger - 5s

TITHIN Y MEIRCH in Abererch - Margaret Conway, widow and Rowland Byby her undertenant - 5s 4d

Two acres in LLANFAIR 
- Mauricus Wynne, armiger - 8d

(PRO Court of Exchequer, 318/2310) (C A Gresham, Eifionydd, 1973, p 69)

1575 Jan 29. Grant in fee simple to John Dudley and John Ayscough of the reversions and rents of the lands etc comprised in leases as follows:

vi) By patent,  20 Feb 3 Eliz (1561): to John Tamworthe, of the house and site of Bethkelhart priory, co Carnarvon, formerly of the monastery of Bisham alias Buselesham, co Berks., and afterwards granted to Anne of Cleves, (with all  possessions of the priory then or late in the tenure of John Gough in the counties of Carnarvon and Anglesey or elsewhere in North Wales) for 21 years  from Michaelmas then last at a yearly rent of £42 (for all the premises) 

(Cal of Patent Rolls Eliz Part V C 66/1127, page 448 vi)

1575 page 449  Also grant of ……

6) lands (named with tenants’ names) in Tree Yr Beirthe, co Anglesey, formerly of the monastery of Bysham alias Bustlesham and afterwards granted to Anne of Cleve; 

7) the house and site of Bethkelert priory and lands (named with tenants names) in Pennaunte, Pennarthe, Llechidiour, Deleweddelan, Aberche and Llanvaier, co Carnarvon, all late of the said priory, and yearly rents of 42s 9d and £8 12s 4d, parcel of the rent of £42 specified in vi) above.

In consideration of divers lands in the Isle of Sheppey co Kent, bargained and sold to 

the Crown by Henry Cheyne, knight, Lord Cheyne, and at his request. By Q.

(Cal of Patent Rolls Eliz Part V C 66/1127, page 449, 450)

On 16 February 1575 the bargain and sale enrolled is recorded between 

1. John Duddeley and John Ayscough, esqs. and 

2. John Salesburye of Ruyge esq. and Henry Dynne of Heydon, co Norfolk, gent.  Bargain and Sale enrolled of messuages and tenements called 


Tythen Ath-, Tythin y Prior, Tythin Yskibor, Tythin Jevan Gethin, Tythin Gov-, Tirr Jevan Duy, Tirr Meredydd ap Jevan ap Atha, Terr Kyner ap Jevan Gathara, Terr Llewke verch David ap Plethin, Terr Llinowe, Terr Nest verch Tegwared, Terr Marche Wylym, Y Botraws, Terr Gladys verch Jevan ap David, Terr Eva verch Jevan ap David and Terr Meredydd ap Hoell ap Jevan, ?all t'ship treeyrbeirth , co Anglesey;


Capital messuage, formerly of Priory of Bethkelert, messuage or t'ments called 
Tuthin y Llon, alias Y Priordye and Meillionen, t'ments called Comcloche and Maies y llecha and t’ment called Braycha y beb, all in township Pennant, co Carnarvon.


Messuage or t’ments in occ of Morrice Wynne, Esq, in t'ship Dolwyddelan;     

   
Messuage or t’ments called Tythyn y wenith t'ship Aberche; 


Two parcels of land in Llanfair (county not stated) area about 2 acres;


And rents of 42/9d pa and £8-12-4d p.a.;    


T’ments called Maes Arge, Tythin y R-, and Tythen Jevan ap Atha, all t’ship Treeyrbeirth;


T’ments called Havod Ruffidd and Cader yr Ychen, in t'ships Pennant & Pennarth co Carnarvon;

Messuages or t’ments called Kaer yr bedo alias Kay yr Bedy, Llaneltid and Tythin yarth Bledin alias Garth ---, all t’ship Llaneltid;


Part of t’ment called Keven Cryan, t’ship Dolgelley;


Messuage & t’ment called Eskernira Cwmkelly, t’ship Cwmcadian, cos Merioneth & Montgomery;


And messuage or t’ment called Kevannethva ---, t’ship Redcrewe.

Latin. Decayed. (GAS, XD/2 Newborough [Glynllifon] ms 1337;  NLW Rug 612 )


1575 Jan 29. Grant in fee simple to John Dudley and John Ayscough of the reversions and rents of the lands etc comprised in leases as follows:

vi) By patent,  20 Feb 3 Eliz (1561): to John Tamworthe, of the house and site of Bethkelhart priory, co Carnarvon, formerly of the monastery of Bisham alias Buselesham, co Berks., and afterwards granted to Anne of Cleves, (with all  possessions of the priory then or late in the tenure of John Gough in the counties of Carnarvon and Anglesey or elsewhere in North Wales) for 21 years  from Michaelmas then last at a yearly rent of £42 (for all the premises) 

(Cal of Patent Rolls Eliz Part V C 66/1127, page 448 vi)

1575 page 449  Also grant of ……

6) lands (named with tenants’ names) in Tree Yr Beirthe, co Anglesey, formerly of the monastery of Bysham alias Bustlesham and afterwards granted to Anne of Cleve; 

7) the house and site of Bethkelert priory and lands (named with tenants names) in Pennaunte, Pennarthe, Llechidiour, Deleweddelan, Aberche and Llanvaier, co Carnarvon, all late of the said priory, and yearly rents of 42s 9d and £8 12s 4d, parcel of the rent of £42 specified in vi) above.

In consideration of divers lands in the Isle of Sheppey co Kent, bargained and sold to 

the Crown by Henry Cheyne, knight, Lord Cheyne, and at his request. By Q.

(Cal of Patent Rolls Eliz Part V C 66/1127, page 449, 450)

On 16 February 1575 1. John Duddeley and John Ayscough, esqs. and 

2. John Salesburye of Ruyge esq. and Henry Dynne of Heydon, co Norfolk, gent.  

Grant of the reversion of lands in Treeyrbeirth, co Anglesey, the township of Pennant and Pennarth, and Aberche, co Carnarvon, Llaneltid, co Merioneth and the township of Cwmcadian co Merioneth & Montgomery. Latin. Mutilated.

(NLW, Rug Schedule, p 48, ms?)

1577 Dec 20. Lessee, Owen ap Robert Owen (Late priory of Berkellet otherwise Berkellerte, late Abbey of Bisham, co Berks, after parcel of possession of Lady Anne of Clives for life) various spiritualities, namely the rectories of Berthkellert, Llanviangell y Pennant, Llanvair Isgair and Bettws, rectory of Aberch with chapel at Kynvill (Penrhos), and chapel of Doleweddelan. £9 7s 8d. 

Rent £37 4s 11d. Fine 2 years’ rent. 21 years. 

Note that the Priory of Berkellert whereof premises were parcel, was granted to John Tamworth esq., l.p. 20 Feb 3 Eliz 21 years. £42 p.a, whereof there is purchased of late  £10 15s 10d p.a., remaining £31 4s 11d.

(Records of Court of Augmentations relating to Wales & Monmouthshire. Lewis & Conway Davies 1954 p 289)

1578 April 17:  Lease for 21 years to Owen ap Roberte Owen [of Llaneugrad co A] of 

(1) all the spiritualities late belonging to Berkellet alias Berkellert priory in the county of Carnarvon and the rectory of Berthkellert, the rectory of Llanviagell y Penaunt, the rectory of Llanvar Isgair and Bettus, the rectory of Aberch, the chapel of Kynvill (Penrhos)  and the chapel of Doloweddelan, co Carnarvon, and 

(2) the rectory of Llanydan, the rectory of Lloinedwyn, the rectory of Llaneniell Vab and the rectory of Llanvayer y Comot, co Anglesey, all late of the said priory of Berkellet, once belonging to the monastery of Bysham alias Bustlesham, co. Berks, and afterwards granted to Anne of Cleves for life; with reservations; from Michaelmas last; yearly rents (1) £9 7s 8d and (2) £21 17s 3d. In consideration of the surrender by the said Owen in respect of the premises of a patent, 20 Feb., 3 Eliz., leasing to John Tamworth the house and site of Bethkilhart priory and all lands then or late in the tenure of John Gough in the counties of Carnarvon and Anglesey or elsewhere in North Wales once of the said priory for 21 years from Michaelmas then next at a yearly rent of £42; and for a fine of £62 9s 10d paid at the Exchequer.

By p.s. (Cal of Patent Rolls 1577-78, C66/1167, ms 2878, page 434) 

Owen ap Robert ap Owen, of Parciau, Llaneugrad (whose will was proved Dec 5, 1608) married three times. His first wife was Elin, daughter of John ap Rhys ap Ieuan ap Llewelyn ap Dafydd Goch, of Trefeilir, (Griffith’s Pedigrees p1) and they had five children. One of these, Catherine, was the first wife of Thomas ap Hugh Gwyn of Bodfel (Hugh Gwyn Bodfel’s will was proved P.C.C. Jan 28, 1611). (Griffith’s Pedigrees p171). 

Catherine was co-heiress of Owen ap Robert, who was  the sixth son of Owen ap Meyrick of Bodeon and Bodsilin. Thomas Bodfel was HSC 1609, and their first son was Sir John Bodfel, Knt. of Bodfel, HSA 1610, HSC 1622, and died in 1631. 

In 1612 John Bodfel was successful at court in retaining as part of Catherine’s marriage settlement, the inheritance of the rectories of Berthkellert, Llanviangell y Pennant, Llanvair Isgair and Bettws, rectory of Aberch with chapel at Kynvill (Penrhos), and chapel of Doleweddelan. (Exchequer Proceedings concerning Wales; James 1; 144/72/9; Anglesey p 13)

c1580: Shortly before his death in 1580 Morus Wynn set out to instruct John Wynn, his heir, in matters relating to the immediate needs of the estate. His concern at that time was to acquire Gafael y Mynach in Dolwyddelan in fee farm. (J G Jones, The Wynn Family of Gwydir, 1995, p 51)

1582 Jan 25: Grant in fee simple to Edmund Downynge and Peter Ashton of the following lands, rents and tithes (tenants named), yearly values as specified: ………

The rectory and advowson of Penmon, Anglesey, late of Penmon priory (32s 4d);

The rectories of, and tithes in, Beddgelert, Llanfihangell y pennant, Llanvairisgaer, Bettws and Abererch, the chapels of, and tithes in, Cynvil (Penrhos) and Dolwyddelan, Caernarvonshire, the rectories of, and tithes in, Llanidan, Llanedwen, Llanddaniel Fab and Llanfair y Cwmwd, Anglesey, and the advowsons of Beddgelert, Abererch and Llanidan, all late of  Bisham monastery, Berkshire. (£31 4s 11d).

[and many more] The grantees are charged with the following yearly payments:

… 40s as stipend for a curate in Penmon, 20s to the bishop of Bangor and 8s 4d to the archdeacon of Anglesey for synodals and procurations, etc etc

In consideration of the surrender of certain rectories and tithes of the yearly value of £58 4s 3d., granted to Downynge and Ashton, by patent, 27 Oct last. (See 23 above). By P.S. (Cal Patent Rolls Eliz1 vol X, page 250-1; ms 1876, C66/1219. 24 Eliz 1.

1603-4: Sir John Wynn of Gwydir was in dispute with Bishop William Morgan of St Asaph concerning church lands. (J G Jones, 1972, Bishop William Morgan’s Dispute with John Wynn of Gwydir in 1603-4, Jnl. Hist. Soc. Church in Wales, XXII, p 49-78). This may not have included Dolwyddelan lands,

1604-5: John Wynn of Gwydir was engaged in a dispute over the lease of Dolwyddelan township which had been conveyed, on the expiration of John Wyn ap Meredith’s lease in 1566, to Sir Thomas Leighton for forty years, and he, in turn, conveyed it to Morus Wynn and his brother, Robert Wynn of Conwy. (Cal.Pat, Rolls, 1563-66, no. 2169, p 391). In 1604-5 John Wynn was occupied in claiming his rights in the township in the Court of Exchequer (NLW, mss 9052E. 327-28). He purchased rights of reversion of Dolwyddelan in 1606, held the ffriddoedd of Dolwyddelan for forty years (NLW, mss 9052E. 373(c) ), and received Crown rents from the gafaelion   of Gwydir and Trefriw, Dolwyddelan and Tir Mal in Prysor (NLW, mss 9052E. 395,415, 429, 513). 

(J G Jones, 1982, Welsh History Review, Vol II, No 1, Sir John Wynn of Gwydir and his tenants: the Dolwyddelan and Llysfaen Disputes, p 6,7)

On 2 July 1614 a grant of the reversion of t'ments and lands  is recorded between 

1. Frances Dynne of the Inner Temple, London, gent., cousin & next heir of Henry Eynne, [Dynne] decd., late of Heyden, co Norfolk, gent. and 

2. William Salesbury of Rug, esq.    

Messuage or t‘ments of Maurice Wynne, Esq, in t'ship Dolewethelan;     

(GAS Newborough Rug 1342; NLW, Rug ms 1026)

1614 July 2: 1. Frances Dynne of the Inner Temple, London, gent., cousin & next heir of Henry Eynne, [Dynne] decd., late of Heyden, co Norfolk, gent. and 

2. William Salesbury of Rug, co Merioneth, Esq., 

GRANT  Bargain & Sale enrolled of messuages and lands being in the possession of the said Henry Dynne, deceased, in counties of Anglesey, Carnarvon, Merioneth & Montgomery. Stained. (NLW, Rug schedule, p97, ms 150; GAS Newborough [Glynllifon] ms 1343)

1617: The land formerly that of the prior of Beddgelert within the parish of Dolwyddelen was amongst the freehold lands recorded by Sir John Wynn of Gwydir in a rent-roll indicating the lands he wished to bestow on his son, Sir Richard Wynn on the occasion of his marriage. 

Freehold: Gwydir demesne






£304

Castle & Ffriddoedd of Dolwyddelan, the prior of Beddgelert’s land 

& Llwyn Garennig in the township





£485

The manor of Trefriw & the gafaelion




£515-2-7d

The holdings of Cwmllannerch, Betws y Coed, Pemmican & Glynllugwy
£232-10-0d

The lands & rents of Nanhwynan





£80

& the lands in Western Denbighshire





£218

Leases he intended to grant to his son:

Related to the township of Dolwyddelan




£156-6-0d

Etc, etc

He kept for himself in freehold …..

The manor of Nanhwynan






£ 221. Etc

(NLW, ms 9056E.799).

Morus Wynn, Sir John’s father, had been named as the tenant of this land in 1573, 1575 and also in 1614. Morus Wynn had inherited the estate in 1559 and he died in 1580. In January of that year he was instructing his heir, John Wynn, to acquire Gafael y Mynach in Dolwyddelan in fee farm. (J G Jones, 1995, The Wynn Family of Gwydir, p 51, 58) The boundaries of the former priory land has not yet been ascertained, but probably included the sites of both the former and latter church.

1621 Nov 29 : Sir John Bodvel to his father in law Sir John Wynn at Gwydir.

The curate at Doloddelan having gone, the writer sends a young man to supply is place, and to keep school in the parish, if the parishioners will have him. He has lately come from Oxford, and has not taken orders yet. Desires Sir John to write to the Bishop of St Asaph, the Bishop of Bangor being from home, that the young man may be ordained deacon. (NLW, CWP 991)

1623
A Breviat of all the Presentments against the Clergy of the diocese of Bangor in the visitation of the Revd Father in God Lord Bishop (Bayly) of Bangor held in June 1623. Carnarvon. (Beddgelert not listed) Dolwythelan. No sermons. The same is an impropriation belonging to Sir John Bodvell. 

(A I Pryce, 1929, Bangor through Three Centuries p xvi; 1863, Arch Camb 1863, p 283 p 283, Llanllyfni papers, Visitation of Lewes, Lord Bishop of Bangor.)

Sermons were lacking at Dolwyddelan (population ca 400) & other parishes which have been appropriated to monasteries in pre Reformation days, with the result that the endowments had on the dissolution, been alienated. (A I Pryce, 1929, Bangor through Three Centuries p xvii)

1642-1648
Civil War

1649-1660
Commonwealth

1660 

Restoration of the MONARCHY

1721: The Patron was the Bishop of Bangor. (A W Wade Evans, Parochiale Wallicanum, Y Cymmrodor, vol xxii, 1910, p 85)

1721:  Churches & Chapells in the Diocese of Bangor:

Deanery of Arllechwedd - Dolwythelan : St Gwythelan; Festival August 22;

Impropriated to the Countess of Radnor as daughter to John Bodvel Esq 

(Browne Willis, 1721, Survey of the Cathedral Church of Bangor p 274)

1721 July 28 Lease of possession of the rectories of Abererch, Llanfair Isgaer, Bethkelert, Llanfihangel, Dolrwythelan. (all former Beddgelert Priory lands)

Consideration : 5s.  
1. Thomas Wynne of Bodvean, Esq,

2. The Rt. Hon Charles Bodville, Earl of Radnor. (GAS Glynllifon ms 7250)


Thomas Wynn married the heiress of Glynllifon, which became the seat of the family of his grandson, Thomas Wynn, Lord Newborough.

1729 Priest Maurice Williams, literate, preferment to the Cure of Dolwyddelan. 

(A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor During Three Centuries, p 105)

1749: There were 90 families living in Dolwyddelan parish. (A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor During Three Centuries, p 165)

1752 April 7: Great Sessions for Caernarvon, at Carnarvon. 

Final Concord between Thomas Wilson, Gent. (plaintiff) and Bernard Wilson, DD, & Elizabeth his wife (Deforceants), when the deforceants acknowledged the Island of Bardsey, + 70 messuages, 10 cottages etc (in 25 parishes) and also the Rectories of Abererch, Penrhos, Llanfair Isgaer, Bethkelert, Bettws, Llanfihangel y Pennant, Dolrwythelan,  and all tithes, oblations, offerings, rents & pensions belonging to the rectories to be the property of the plaintiff. Consideration 900 marks.  

(GAS Glynllifon ms 7252) 

This document does not appear to fit into the pattern of ownership of the patronage of the former priory churches. It may be linked to a short term mortgage or loan.

1771: Dolwyddelan C & Cappel Ceerig: Maurice Williams. (A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor During Three Centuries)

1785: Dolwyddelan PC & Capel Curig PC - John Williams, on the death of Maurice Williams. (A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor During Three Centuries)

1795: Dolwyddelan PC & Capel Curig PC - Maurice Hughes B A, on the cessation of John Williams. (A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor During Three Centuries)

1797: Capel Curig & Dolwyddelan - Robert Hughes B A. (A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor During Three Centuries)

1799: Dolwyddelan C - Robert Hughes B A. (A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor During Three Centuries)

1806 : Beddgelert "had the tithes of the several parishes of Lanfair is gaer, Abereirch, Dolwyddelen, Llanfihangell y Pennant and Ceidio in Lleyn and Llanidan in Mona, towards its maintenance. How comfortably and securely must those monks have lived, having so rich a revenue for their support." 

(William Williams, A Survey of the Ancient and Present State of the County  of Caernarvonshire, 1806, in TCHS, 1978, p122) [Beddgelert did NOT include CEIDIO]

1809-11: Dolwyddelan: At what period the present edifice was erected I am not informed, but it is supposed to be of comparatively recent date. The former building, carried back as far as the year 512, stood in the vale at a place called Bryn y Bedd. In Llanrwst church we have seen a monument brought hence, and been told of three Wynnes who are here covered with tombstones. A monument to a Wynne still remains. (E Hyde Hall, A Description of Caernarfonshire 1809-1811, ed E G Jones, C. H. S., 1952, p139)

1834: The living is a perpetual curacy, in the archdeaconry & diocese of Bangor, endowed with £800 royal bounty, and £1200 parliamentary grant, and in the patronage of Lord Willoughby de Ersby. The church, dedicated to St. Gwyvelan, is not remarkable for any architectural features. 

(W Lewis, 1834, A Topographical Dictionary of Wales) This partial history of the church has not ascertained when the patronage passed  to Lord Willoughby de Ersby.

1843: Dolwyddelan C - Deacon Richard Jones, B A, St David’s College, Lampeter. 

(A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor During Three Centuries, p 132)

1847: Dolwyddelan - Richard Jones, on the death of M Hughes. Patron - Lord Willoughby d’Ersby. (A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor During Three Centuries)

1861: Dolwyddelan PC - Joseph William Griffith, on the cessation of Richard Jones. Patron - Patron - Lord Willoughby d’Ersby. (A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor During Three Centuries)

1863: Dolwyddelan C - Deacon David Williams, St Bees College. (A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor During Three Centuries, p 137)

1865: Dolwyddelan C - Deacon Hugh Edward Williams, St David’s College, Lampeter. (A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor During Three Centuries, p 138)

1867: Dolwyddelan PC - Hugh Edward Williams, on the resignation of Joseph William Griffith. Patrons, Trustees. (A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor During Three Centuries)

1877: Dolwyddelan C - Deacon Thomas Jones, St Bees College. (A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor During Three Centuries)

1879: Dolwyddelan V - Pierce Jones, on the cessation of Hugh Edward Williams. Patron - Baroness Willoughby De Ersby. (A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor During Three Centuries)

1886: Dolwyddelan V - Robert Williams, B A, on the cessation of Pierce Jones. 

(A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor During Three Centuries)

1890: Dolwyddelan C - Deacon Lewis Jenkins, B A, St David’s College, Lampeter.

(A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor During Three Centuries, p 151)

1896: Dolwyddelan V - John Davies B A, on the resignation of Robert Williams. Patron - Earl of Ancaster. (A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor During Three Centuries)

DOLWYDDELAN LANDS

1268/9 : Land was given in exchange for the following lands held by the Prior and Convent 1) all the lands of their church of Dolwyddelan BEYOND the ditch of the meadow-land near the said township ….. . 

It is not known why the prince decided to exchange these lands. Beddgelert had more land  & the church in Dolwyddelan pre 1268. Prince Llewelyn ap Iorwerth may have required land for a specific purpose. It is not known when the first Dolwyddelan castle was built on the small knoll of rock near the river, nor when the castle was re-sited to its present position, and whether the re-siting of the castle and the land exchange were linked.

In 1352 the township of Dolwyddelan consisted of two bond gafaelion called Gafael Elidir and Gafael-y-Mynach. (Record of Caernarvon  1838 p 10; NLW Panton ms 58. 89 (b) [fo. 9] ) There was also an extensive area of ffridd, upland cattle pasture, mainly to the west of the castle. The name suggests that the priory lands were in Gafael-y-Mynach, the monks’ holding, but its location is not yet identified, but was probably on the lower slopes of Moel Siabod.
1535: Rectory of Dolwethlan, in the Deaneries of Issaph, Nanconwey & Cruthyn, value in Glebe land there, per ann.


          5s

Tithes & oblations, in common years


   £4 13s 4d

£ 4 18s 4d

(Arch. Camb., 1847, pp 164-5)

On 15 January 1536, Greenwich : King Henry VIII granted Beddgelert to the Abbey of Chertsey in Surrey in exchange for the manor of Chabham etc. granted to John abbot of St Peter, Chertsey by their charter dated 1 May 27 Henry VIII (1535).

John Corderey, the abbot and the convent of St Peter, Chertsey, Surrey. 

Mortmain grant of the ground, site, etc of the monastery of St Mary, Beethkilhert, Anglesea, and all those messuages, 100 acres of land, 40 acres of pasture, 3 acres of meadow, 100 acres of wood and £6 rent; all the messuages etc in the vills, fields etc of … Pont Dolewethlan …, in Anglesea and Carnarvon.

This grant is made in exchange for the following possessions granted to the King by John the abbot and the convent of St Peter, Chertsey, by their charter dated 1 May (1535) 27 Henry VIII. Viz: …. the Manor of Chatham ……. With the annual rent of £6 13s 4d. Greenwich, 15 Jan 27 Henry VIII. (Enrolled 1 Jan).

(Henry VIII Letters & Papers Foreign & Domestic, vol X [1536] ms 226. 17 page 80)

1537 Dec 18 : Granted to the newly founded Benedictine monastery of Bisham with all possessions of the late Abbey of Chertsey (Surrey) Benedictine (Black) monks - Cherstey was re-established at Bisham. These possessions included chantries at ...... Bethkilhert in addition to possessions at ..... Bethekilhart. Bisham new foundation. Charter for the foundation (on the site of the late priory of Bisham alias Bisham Mountague alias Bustelesham, Berks, now dissolved, granted to the King by William, bishop of St David’s, late commendatory prior of the same, and the convent there by their new charter dated 5 July 28 Henry VIII), of a new monastery to consist of  one abbot and 13 monks of the Benedictine order, to pray for the good estate of the King and for the soul of the late Queen Consort Jane, etc, to be called King Henry the Eighth’s new monastery of Holy Trinity of Bustelesham. John Cordrey, monk of the above order, to be the abbot. Also grant (in consideration that the said John Cordrey, late abbot and the convent of  the late monastery of St Peter, Chartesey, Surrey, by their charter dated 6 July 29 Henry VIII, granted to the King their said monastery all its possessions in England and Wales) of incorporation to the said new monastery, with the privilege to the abbot to wear a mitre like any other abbot of that order in England, and of the following possessions, viz:

1) Possessions of the late priory of Bisham ………

2) Possessions of the late abbey of Chertsey ………

… the late priory of Cardigan, S Wales, (which belonged to Chertsey), with the rectory of Cardigan, and all possessions of the priory;

… The late priory of St Mary Beechekilhart alias Bethelkellard, Carnarvon, Wales (which belonged to Cherstey), with all its possessions in Tresburth, Llandam, and Treberth, in co Anglesea, Penarth, Penant, Delewethlond, Eberererighe, Llanvairisgar, Bethekilhart and Wayther, in co Carnarvon, or elsewhere, and the rectories, vicarages and rights of patronages, of the churches, vicarages, chapels and chantries of Bethkilhart, Llanyddan, Dologand alias Dologheland, Llanaure, Llanveugle, Abberagh, and Bettus, in cos Anglesea and Carnarvon. (Henry VIII Letters & Papers Foreign & Domestic, vol 12 part II [1537] ms 1311 [22] page 469)

In 1569 the rent-roll of Morus Wynn of Gwydir notes that, for his portion of Dolwyddelan,  he paid his brother Robert Wynn of Conwy, 16s 8d for Y Llan, Bryn y Bedd and Dan y Castell in the township, and 22s 8d for his mother’s tenements in Penamnen and Cae Dan Alltrem. ( J G Jones, The Wynn Estate of Gwydir: Aspects of its growth and Development c1500-1560, NLWJ, XXII, p152) It is not known if the township lands  were those formerly belonging to the priory of Beddgelert, but the names Y Llan and Bryn y Bedd suggest that this is possible.

Morus Wynn, Sir John’s father, had been named as the tenant of this land in 1573, 1575 and also in 1614. Morus Wynn had inherited the estate in 1559 and he died in 1580. In January of that year he was instructing his heir, John Wynn, to acquire Gafael y Mynach in Dolwyddelan in fee farm. (J G Jones, 1995, The Wynn Family of Gwydir, p 51, 58) The boundaries of the former priory land has not yet been ascertained, but probably included the sites of both the former and latter church.

In 1573 the lands of the priory were sold by the Crown (Elizabeth I ) to Lord Cheney; 

The annual value of those in Anglesey being given as £2 2s 9d and in Caernarfon shire £8 12s 4d, the tenure to be in socage. 

On 18 April the Inquisition for the lands in Caernarvonshire was taken before Robert Turbridge at Caernarvon and the names of tenants and annual rents were as follows:

… unnamed tenement in DOLWYDDELAN - Moricus Wynne, armiger - 5s …

(PRO Court of Exchequer, 318/2310) (C A Gresham, Eifionydd, 1973, p 69)

1575 Jan 29. Grant in fee simple to John Dudley and John Ayscough of the reversions and rents of the lands etc comprised in leases as follows:

vi) By patent,  20 Feb 3 Eliz (1561): to John Tamworthe, of the house and site of Bethkelhart priory, co Carnarvon, formerly of the monastery of Bisham alias Buselesham, co Berks., and afterwards granted to Anne of Cleves, (with all  possessions of the priory then or late in the tenure of John Gough in the counties of Carnarvon and Anglesey or elsewhere in North Wales) for 21 years  from Michaelmas then last at a yearly rent of £42 (for all the premises) 

(Cal of Patent Rolls Eliz Part V C 66/1127, page 448 vi)

1575 page 449  Also grant of ……

6) lands (named with tenants’ names) in Tree Yr Beirthe, co Anglesey, formerly of the monastery of Bysham alias Bustlesham and afterwards granted to Anne of Cleve; 

7) the house and site of Bethkelert priory and lands (named with tenants names) in Pennaunte, Pennarthe, Llechidiour, Deleweddelan, Aberche and Llanvaier, co Carnarvon, all late of the said priory, and yearly rents of 42s 9d and £8 12s 4d, parcel of the rent of £42 specified in vi) above.

In consideration of divers lands in the Isle of Sheppey co Kent, bargained and sold to 

the Crown by Henry Cheyne, knight, Lord Cheyne, and at his request. By Q.

(Cal of Patent Rolls Eliz Part V C 66/1127, page 449, 450)

On 16 February 1575 the bargain and sale enrolled is recorded between 

1. John Duddeley and John Ayscough, esqs. and 

2. John Salesburye of Ruyge esq. and Henry Dynne of Heydon, co Norfolk, gent.  Bargain and Sale enrolled of messuages and tenements called 


Messuage or t’ments in occ of Morrice Wynne, Esq, in t'ship Dolwyddelan;     

   
Messuage or t’ments called Tythyn y wenith t'ship Aberche; 

Latin. Decayed. (GAS, XD/2 Newborough [Glynllifon] ms 1337;  NLW Rug 612 )


On 16 February 1575 1. John Duddeley and John Ayscough, esqs. and 

2. John Salesburye of Ruyge esq. and Henry Dynne of Heydon, co Norfolk, gent.  

Grant of the reversion of lands in Treeyrbeirth, co Anglesey, the township of Pennant and Pennarth, and Aberche, co Carnarvon, Llaneltid, co Merioneth and the township of Cwmcadian co Merioneth & Montgomery. Latin. Mutilated.

(NLW, Rug Schedule, p 48, ms?)

1603-4: Sir John Wynn of Gwydir was in dispute with Bishop William Morgan of St Asaph concerning church lands. (J G Jones, 1972, Bishop William Morgan’s Dispute with John Wynn of Gwydir in 1603-4, Jnl. Hist. Soc. Church in Wales, XXII, p 49-78). This may not have included Dolwyddelan lands,

1604-5: John Wynn of Gwydir was engaged in a dispute over the lease of Dolwyddelan township which had been conveyed, on the expiration of John Wyn ap Meredith’s lease in 1566, to Sir Thomas Leighton for forty years, and he, in turn, conveyed it to Morus Wynn and his brother, Robert Wynn of Conwy. (Cal.Pat, Rolls, 1563-66, no. 2169, p 391). In 1604-5 John Wynn was occupied in claiming his rights in the township in the Court of Exchequer (NLW, mss 9052E. 327-28). He purchased rights of reversion of Dolwyddelan in 1606, held the ffriddoedd of Dolwyddelan for forty years (NLW, mss 9052E. 373(c) ), and received Crown rents from the gafaelion   of Gwydir and Trefriw, Dolwyddelan and Tir Mal in Prysor (NLW, mss 9052E. 395,415, 429, 513). 

(J G Jones, 1982, Welsh History Review, Vol II, No 1, Sir John Wynn of Gwydir and his tenants: the Dolwyddelan and Llysfaen Disputes, p 6,7)

On 2 July 1614 a grant of the reversion of t'ments and lands  is recorded between 

1. Frances Dynne of the Inner Temple, London, gent., cousin & next heir of Henry Eynne, [Dynne] decd., late of Heyden, co Norfolk, gent. and 

2. William Salesbury of Rug, esq.    

Messuage or t‘ments of Maurice Wynne, Esq, in t'ship Dolewethelan;     

(GAS Newborough Rug 1342; NLW, Rug ms 1026)

1614 July 2: 1. Frances Dynne of the Inner Temple, London, gent., cousin & next heir of Henry Eynne, [Dynne] decd., late of Heyden, co Norfolk, gent. and 

2. William Salesbury of Rug, co Merioneth, Esq., 

GRANT  Bargain & Sale enrolled of messuages and lands being in the possession of the said Henry Dynne, deceased, in counties of Anglesey, Carnarvon, Merioneth & Montgomery. Stained. (NLW, Rug schedule, p97, ms 150; GAS Newborough [Glynllifon] ms 1343)

1617: The land formerly that of the prior of Beddgelert within the parish of Dolwyddelen was amongst the freehold lands recorded by Sir John Wynn of Gwydir in a rent-roll indicating the lands he wished to bestow on his son, Sir Richard Wynn on the occasion of his marriage. 

Freehold: Gwydir demesne






£304

Castle & Ffriddoedd of Dolwyddelan, the prior of Beddgelert’s land 

& Llwyn Garennig in the township





£485

The manor of Trefriw & the gafaelion




£515-2-7d

The holdings of Cwmllannerch, Betws y Coed, Pemmican & Glynllugwy
£232-10-0d

The lands & rents of Nanhwynan





£80

& the lands in Western Denbighshire





£218

Leases he intended to grant to his son:

Related to the township of Dolwyddelan




£156-6-0d

Etc, etc

He kept for himself in freehold …..

The manor of Nanhwynan






£ 221. Etc

(NLW, ms 9056E.799).

Morus Wynn, Sir John’s father, had been named as the tenant of this land in 1573, 1575 and also in 1614. Morus Wynn had inherited the estate in 1559 and he died in 1580. In January of that year he was instructing his heir, John Wynn, to acquire Gafael y Mynach in Dolwyddelan in fee farm. (J G Jones, 1995, The Wynn Family of Gwydir, p 51, 58) The boundaries of the former priory land has not yet been ascertained, but probably included the sites of both the former and latter church.

1642-1648
Civil War

1649-1660
Commonwealth

1660 

Restoration of the MONARCHY

1711 June 10/11: Lease & Release … Bethgelert, Dolethelan, … Llanfair. (GAS Gwydir estate catalogue ms 162)

1758-9: Rent Collection book - Gwydir estate. (GAS Gwydir Estate Catalogue ms234)

1752 April 7: Great Sessions for Caernarvon, at Carnarvon. 

Final Concord between Thomas Wilson, Gent. (plaintiff) and Bernard Wilson, DD, & Elizabeth his wife (Deforceants), when the deforceants acknowledged the Island of Bardsey, + 70 messuages, 10 cottages etc (in 25 parishes) and also the Rectories of Abererch, Penrhos, Llanfair Isgaer, Bethkelert, Bettws, Llanfihangel y Pennant, Dolrwythelan,  and all tithes, oblations, offerings, rents & pensions belonging to the rectories to be the property of the plaintiff. Consideration 900 marks.  

(GAS Glynllifon ms 7252) 

This document does not appear to fit into the pattern of ownership of the patronage of the former priory churches. It may be linked to a short term mortgage or loan.

4. LLANFAIRISGAER 

This is a  partial history of the church at Llanfairisgaer, using information gathered as research into the history of the priory and church at Beddgelert. There are many additional sources of information about Llanfairisgaer church and parish in the Gwynedd Archives, in the Church in Wales documents in the National Library of Wales at Aberystwyth and elsewhere.

The church is dedicated to St Mary; this may indicate a relatively late foundation, or a re-dedication after appropriation by the Augustinian priory of Beddgelert, which is also dedicated to St Mary.

'The churches of  Llanfair-is-gaer and Llandeiniolen on opposite side of Menai Straits were also held by Beddgelert priory' (A D Carr, 1982, Medieval Anglesey p 273-4) Llandeiniolen was probably not held by Beddgelert. It may have been significant that a considerable area of land at each end of the Menai Strait, on the mainland and on Ynys Mon was granted to the church. i e to the Augustinian priories of  Beddgelert & Penmon, Franciscans in Llanfaes (1237 or ‘45), and to Bangor. 

Llanidan Ferry: One is tempted to regard the Prior of Beddgelert as one of the most likely to have held the early ferry. When one recalls Bishop Anian’s statement that the priory was the resort for English and Welsh travellers, “ for those going from Ireland and North Wales into England”, and others, and remembers that the Prior had a house at Llanidan and considerable possessions in the parish, and that the churches and rectories of both Llanidan and Llanfairisgaer were appropriated to the Priory, one may well hold that no one was more likely than the Prior to have established a boat upon the Straits and to have received some such grant as the early holder would appear to have possessed. (H Rees Davies, 1942, The Conway & the Menai Ferries, p 70-71)

A summary of the building:

13th century: medieval church foundations (RCAHMW, Caerns, Vol 2, p200, No 1247) 
1350s  : The church is recorded (Rec Caern. p 19) 

Late 14th century : a re-used window in barn at Plas Llanfair probably came from the church. (RCAHMW Caerns, Vol 2, p200, No1247; cf. Anglesey  Inv p cxxiv & plate 44  Anglesey type of tracery)

14th-15th century octagonal gritstone font.

14th - 16th century church buildings (RCAHMW, Caerns, Vol 2, p200, No 1247) 
1504    The prior & the canons of Bethkelert served the cure of souls in the parishes of Abererch, Dolwyddelan, and Llanidan, and they were responsible for Llanfihangel y Pennant, the parish in which their priory stood and Llanfair-is-gaer with Betws Garmon. (Return for the diocese of Bangor to Archbishop Warham; C A Gresham, 1973, Eifionydd, p 65)

Lewis ap Moris said that “there were dyvers and many Chapells and parsonages appropriate belonging to the said late priorie of Bethkilhert which the said late monastery was bounde to serve. And for that the said late monastery was a house of very small possessions the Canons of the said late monastery (except 2 or 3) did for the most part serve abroade out of the said monastery in other places that is to say in the Chapells and parsonages appropriate which they did for and towards the better maintenance of their sociale livings and some of them did for the better maintenance of their livings did serve the cure of other parsonages and vicarages.

(C A Gresham, 1973, Eifionydd, p 67-8)

1535 : The spiritualities held by Beddgelert in the county of Caernarvon were the rectories of Beddgelert, Llanfihangell, Aber-erch, Llanfair-is-gaer with Betws Garmon and Dolwyddelan. 

1535 : Llanfair-is-gaer :Valor Ecclesiasticus vol 6  ij Uwchgwyrvai & Isgwyrvai  & IV, p 432; VI pxvi; Court of Augmentations p 190, 289)

Rectory of Llan Vaire and Bettocharmon, in the aforesaid Deanery, value in

Glebe land there, per ann.



          3s 4d

Tithes & oblations, in common years, by scrutiny etc  £6 13s 4d

£ 6 16s 8d 

(Arch. Camb., 1847, pp 164-5)

1535 Archdeaconry of Bangor: Deanery of Llyn:






Llan Vair Isgayr

vij marcs (1535 Valor Ecclesiasticus: Vol 6, p xiv)

1535 Archdeaconry of Bangor. Deanery of Uwch and Isaf (Gwyfrai)

Monastery of Bethkilhert

R de Llan Ddeiniolen

iiij li.

R de Llan Ruge

iiij li.

V de Lanfair Is y Gaer
-

R de llan beris


liij s. iiij d.

Vicar de Llangedell

-

Etc. (1535 Valor Ecclesiasticus: Vol 6, p xvi)

[This appears to be just a list, and not indicating that Llandeiniolen, Llanrug, or Llanberis belonged to Beddgelert monastery as some have supposed.] 

1535. Heading of section incomplete:

Monastery of St Mary of Bethkylhert - only in the hand of the Lord King.


Archdeaconry of Anglesey: Deanery of Menai & Malltraeth:

chapels of Llan Edan, Llan Edwen, Llan ddeynyiol vab & Llan vair in y comote

attached to the said monastery.


Archdeaconry of Merionyth: Deanery of Efion.

Llanfihangel in y penant is attached to the said monastery.


Archdeaconry of Bangor: Deanery of Iscor & Uchaf in Arvon:

Llanvair Isgayre & Bettus Garnion is attached to the same monastery.


Archdeaconry of Bangor: Deanery of Issaphe & Nanconwey:

Chapel of Dolwethelan is likewise attached to the said monastery.



(1535 Valor Ecclesiasticus: Vol 6, Page xvi)

1535 Archdeaconry of Bangor: Deanery of Uwchgwyfai & Isgwyfai: 

attached to Bethkelhert: Monastery of St Mary of Bethkelert with chapel Y bettus Llanvair is y gadr in the hands of the Lord King: 
vij marcs.

Vicaria de Llanvair is y gadr: Master Ric. Ap William is only the Vicar of the same -

(1535 Valor Ecclesiasticus: Vol 6, p xviii)

1535 The spiritual Jurisdiction of the Archdecon of Bangor, Mr Runcorn … : 

Annual revenues in deanery of Arvon & Uchaf & Isaph & deanery of Llyn: 






…. Aberch 

ijs.






…. Llan vorez isygaer xij d. 

Revenues received at the time of the visitation of the Lord Archdeacon of Bangor: 

Deanery of Llyn


…. Aberch

ij s.

Deanery isco & uwch (Gwyrfai)
…. Llan vaer isgo
-


(1535 Valor Ecclesiasticus: Vol 6, p xxii)

1535 Llanvayr Isegayr, Deanery of Isca & Ucho, Archdeaconry of Bangor:

Sr Ric ap William Vicar of Llan vaer ysegaer and the Betthowse by the virtue of his oyth sayth that the yearly sprituall valeue with the emolumente to the said vicarage any wyse beloyng extendyth to the sum of iij li. vj s. viij d.

Of the which sum the said vicar desyryth alloance as well as for anuall pxys to the Bysccopp and archicom as odr ordinary charges sum iij s.

P me Dnm Rychardu ap William. (1535 Valor Ecclesiasticus: Vol 6, page xxix)

1535 Beddgelert Net income £69. (Bardsey: £46; Penmon: £40; Conway : £162; 

Cymer : £51)  (Glanmor Williams, 1962, The Welsh Church from Conquest to Reformation, Appendix B p 560)

Sources of bishop’s income:

Spiritualities: income from appropriated churches, pensions from other churches, tithes, synodals, procurations …. (These last two were paid by houses in possession of appropriated parishes; 2-3% of gross income. p 371)

Temporalities: revenue derived from the episcopal estates. (Glanmor Williams, 1962, The Welsh Church from Conquest to Reformation, p271, 274)

On 15 January 1536, Greenwich : King Henry VIII granted Beddgelert to the Abbey of Chertsey in Surrey in exchange for the manor of Chabham etc. granted to John abbot of St Peter, Chertsey by their chater dated 1 May 27 Henry VIII (1535).

John Corderey, the abbot and the convent of St Peter, Chertsey, Surrey. 

Mortmain grant of the ground, site, etc of the monastery of St Mary, Beethkilhert, Anglesea, and all those messuages, 100 acres of land, 40 acres of pasture, 3 acres of meadow, 100 acres of wood and £6 rent; all the messuages etc in the vills, fields etc of Tresbyerth, Llandam (?), Treverth, Anglesea, and in Penarth Pont Dolewethlan Ebererche Llanvairisgaer in Beethkylhart and Woytheer, Carnarvon, which David Conway, the late prior held in right of the said priory; with the patronage of the churches, vicarages, chapels and chantries of Beethkylhart Llanyddan, Dolongand alias Dolithlond, Llanwayer, Abberagh and Bettus, in Anglesea and Carnarvon.

This grant is made in exchange for the following possessions granted to the King by John the abbot and the convent of St Peter, Chertsey, by their charter dated 1 May (1535) 27 Henry VIII. Viz: …. the Manor of Chatham ……. With the annual rent of £6 13s 4d. Greenwich, 15 Jan 27 Henry VIII. (Enrolled 1 Jan).

(Henry VIII Letters & Papers Foreign & Domestic, vol X [1536] ms 226. 17 page 80)

1537 Dec 18 : Granted to the newly founded Benedictine monastery of Bisham with all possessions of the late Abbey of Chertsey (Surrey) Benedictine (Black) monks - Cherstey was re-established at Bisham. These possessions included chantries at ...... Bethkilhert in addition to possessions at ..... Bethekilhart. Bisham new foundation. Charter for the foundation (on the site of the late priory of Bisham alias Bisham Mountague alias Bustelesham, Berks, now dissolved, granted to the King by William, bishop of St David’s, late commendatory prior of the same, and the convent there by their new charter dated 5 July 28 Henry VIII), of a new monastery to consist of  one abbot and 13 monks of the Benedictine order, to pray for the good estate of the King and for the soul of the late Queen Consort Jane, etc, to be called King Henry the Eighth’s new monastery of Holy Trinity of Bustelesham. John Cordrey, monk of the above order, to be the abbot. Also grant (in consideration that the said John Cordrey, late abbot and the convent of  the late monastery of St Peter, Chartesey, Surrey, by their charter dated 6 July 29 Henry VIII, granted to the King their said monastery all its possessions in England and Wales) of incorporation to the said new monastery, with the privilege to the abbot to wear a mitre like any other abbot of that order in England, and of the following possessions, viz:

1) Possessions of the late priory of Bisham ………

2) Possessions of the late abbey of Chertsey ………

… the late priory of Cardigan, S Wales, (which belonged to Chertsey), with the rectory of Cardigan, and all possessions of the priory;

… The late priory of St Mary Beechekilhart alias Bethelkellard, Carnarvon, Wales (which belonged to Cherstey), with all its possessions in Tresburth, Llandam, and Treberth, in co Anglesea, Penarth, Penant, Delewethlond, Eberererighe, Llanvairisgar, Bethekilhart and Wayther, in co Carnarvon, or elsewhere, and the rectories, vicarages and rights of patronages, of the churches, vicarages, chapels and chantries of Bethkilhart, Llanyddan, Dologand alias Dologheland, Llanaure, Llanveugle, Abberagh, and Bettus, in cos Anglesea and Carnarvon. (Henry VIII Letters & Papers Foreign & Domestic, vol 12 part II [1537] ms 1311 [22] page 469)

Llanvair is gaer, Bethkelert, Abererch, Dolwythelan & Llanfihangel y Penant : which five parishes with their chapels belonging to Bethkelert Priory were, on the annexing of that priory to Bisham Abbey, co Berkshire, for some time part of the possessions thereof, till the general Dissolution as may be seen in the Monasticon Vol 3, P 21.

Llanidan belonged to Bethkelert , and so for some time to Bisham.

(Browne Willis, 1721, Survey of the Cathedral Church of Bangor, p327-8)

1539 The dissolution of the greater religious houses was ordered.

1538 June 18 : Dissolution of Bisham Abbey, along with Beddgelert priory; Llanfairisgaer was now a parish church without monastic links.

It is difficult to estimate the extent of the loss to parishes where, the tithe having been appropriated to monasteries, vicarages had not been established prior to the dissolution, as the sums ultimately  charged on the impropriated tithe for the carrying on of services were calculated at a fixed basis without any provision for adjustment to meet the altering value of money, with the result that the annual income so reserved in course of time became entirely inadequate. (A I Pryce, 1939, TAAS, p56-7, The Reformation in the Diocese of Bangor as illustrated by the Records.)

In the Marian period (1553-58) 16 married clergy in the Diocese of Bangor were deprived of the livings;  four ousted clergy seemed to have regained their position, including Abererch and Llanfrothen. Maybe during the bishoprick of the tolerant Rowland Meyrick (1559-1565) (A I Pryce, 1923, Diocese of Bangor During the Sixteenth Century p xx, xxiv)

1561: D William Aprynalt, Priest, Vicar of Llanvair-Issgaer. (1561 Bishop Merick’s Return of  his Diocese to the Archbishop of Canterbury, Browne Willis, Survey of the Cathedral Church of Bangor , 1721, p 262)

In 1573 the lands of the priory were sold by the Crown (Elizabeth I ) to Lord Cheney; 

The annual value of those in Anglesey being given as £2 2s 9d and in Caernarfon shire £8 12s 4d, the tenure to be in socage. 

On 18 April the Inquisition for the lands in Caernarvonshire was taken before Robert Turbridge at Caernarvon and the names of tenants and annual rents were as follows:

TUTHIN Y LLAN or Y PRIORDIE in Pennant- Kadwalador Gruff ap Robert-7s 8d

HAVOD RUFFIDD in Pennant & Cader yr ychen in Pennarth - Ludovicus ap Mores Gethin and Gwervil vz Gruff - 53s. 4d.

MELLIONEN in Pennant 
- Owen Wynne, armiger - 40s.

COMCLOCH in Pennant 
- Davith ap Robert - 33s. 4d. 

MAES Y LLECH in Pennant 
- Morcus ap Elissa, armiger - 3s 4d

BRAICH Y BEB in Pennant 
- Ricardus ap Elissa - 6s 8d

Unnamed tenement in LLECHEIDIOR - Robert ap Res ap Ieaun ap Hoell and Ricardus ap Hoell ap Res and others - 18s

unnamed tenement in DOLWYDDELAN - Moricus Wynne, armiger - 5s

TITHIN Y MEIRCH in Abererch - Margaret Conway, widow and Rowland Byby her undertenant - 5s 4d

Two acres in LLANFAIR 
- Mauricus Wynne, armiger - 8d

(PRO Court of Exchequer, 318/2310) (C A Gresham, Eifionydd, 1973, p 69)

Morus Wynn of Gwydir, father of Sir John Wynn, died in 1580. By that time his estate included lands in Llanfair isgaer where his family owned Crug farm. The former priory lands in the parish have not yet been identified.

On 16 February 1575 the bargain and sale enrolled is recorded between 

1. John Duddeley and John Ayscough, esqs. and 

2. John Salesburye of Ruyge esq. and Henry Dynne of Heydon, co Norfolk, gent.  Bargain and Sale enrolled of messuages and tenements called 


Tythen Ath-, Tythin y Prior, Tythin Yskibor, Tythin Jevan Gethin, Tythin Gov-, Tirr Jevan Duy, Tirr Meredydd ap Jevan ap Atha, Terr Kyner ap Jevan Gathara, Terr Llewke verch David ap Plethin, Terr Llinowe, Terr Nest verch Tegwared, Terr Marche Wylym, Y Botraws, Terr Gladys verch Jevan ap David, Terr Eva verch Jevan ap David and Terr Meredydd ap Hoell ap Jevan, ?all t'ship treeyrbeirth , co Anglesey;


Capital messuage, formerly of Priory of Bethkelert, messuage or t'ments called 
Tuthin y Llon, alias Y Priordye and Meillionen, t'ments called Comcloche and Maies y llecha and t’ment called Braycha y beb, all in township Pennant, co Carnarvon.


Messuage or t’ments in occ of Morrice Wynne, Esq, in t'ship Dolwyddelan;     

   
Messuage or t’ments called Tythyn y wenith t'ship Aberche; 

Two parcels of land in Llanfair (county not stated) area about 2 acres;


And rents of 42/9d pa and £8-12-4d p.a.;    


T’ments called Maes Arge, Tythin y R-, and Tythen Jevan ap Atha, all t’ship Treeyrbeirth;


T’ments called Havod Ruffidd and Cader yr Ychen, in t'ships Pennant & Pennarth co Carnarvon;

Messuages or t’ments called Kaer yr bedo alias Kay yr Bedy, Llaneltid and Tythin yarth Bledin alias Garth ---, all t’ship Llaneltid;


Part of t’ment called Keven Cryan, t’ship Dolgelley;


Messuage & t’ment called Eskernira Cwmkelly, t’ship Cwmcadian, cos Merioneth & Montgomery;


And messuage or t’ment called Kevannethva ---, t’ship Redcrewe.

Latin. Decayed. (GAS, XD/2 Newborough [Glynllifon] ms 1337;  NLW Rug 612 )


On 16 February 1575 1. John Duddeley and John Ayscough, esqs. and 

2. John Salesburye of Ruyge esq. and Henry Dynne of Heydon, co Norfolk, gent.  

Grant of the reversion of lands in Treeyrbeirth, co Anglesey, the township of Pennant and Pennarth, and Aberche, co Carnarvon, Llaneltid, co Merioneth and the township of Cwmcadian co Merioneth & Montgomery. Latin. Mutilated.

(NLW, Rug Schedule, p 48, ms?)

1577 Jan 18: Llanvairyshergair, vicarage, cum capella de Llanarmon (?Bettws Garmon) William ap Richard, a deacon; Patron - Owen ap Robert, Generosus. pro hac vice. (A I Pryce, 1923, The Diocese of Bangor in the 16th century, p 23)

1577 Dec 20. Lessee, Owen ap Robert Owen (Late priory of Berkellet otherwise Berkellerte, late Abbey of Bisham, co Berks, after parcel of possession of Lady Anne of Cleves for life) various spiritualities, namely the rectories of Berthkellert, Llanviangell y Pennant, Llanvair Isgair and Bettws, rectory of Aberch with chapel at Kynvill (Penrhos), and chapel of Doleweddelan. £9 7s 8d. 

Rent £37 4s 11d. Fine 2 years’ rent. 21 years. 

Note that the Priory of Berkellert whereof premises were parcel, was granted to John Tamworth esq., l.p. 20 Feb 3 Eliz 21 years. £42 p.a, whereof there is purchased of late  £10 15s 10d p.a., remaining £31 4s 11d. (Records of Court of Augmentations relating to Wales & Monmouthshire. Lewis & Conway Davies 1954 p 289)

1578 : William ap Richard, Priest became vicar of Llanvairishegaer.

(A I Pryce, 1923, The Diocese of Bangor in the 16th century, p 59)
1578 April 17:  Lease for 21 years to Owen ap Roberte Owen [of Llaneugrad co A] of 

(1) all the spiritualities late belonging to Berkellet alias Berkellert priory in the county of Carnarvon and the rectory of Berthkellert, the rectory of Llanviagell y Penaunt, the rectory of Llanvar Isgair and Bettus, the rectory of Aberch, the chapel of Kynvill (Penrhos)  and the chapel of Doloweddelan, co Carnarvon, and 

(2) the rectory of Llanydan, the rectory of Lloinedwyn, the rectory of Llaneniell Vab and the rectory of Llanvayer y Comot, co Anglesey, all late of the said priory of Berkellet, once belonging to the monastery of Bysham alias Bustlesham, co. Berks, and afterwards granted to Anne of Cleves for life; with reservations; from Michaelmas last; yearly rents (1) £9 7s 8d and (2) £21 17s 3d. In consideration of the surrender by the said Owen in respect of the premises of a patent, 20 Feb., 3 Eliz., leasing to John Tamworth the house and site of Bethkilhart priory and all lands then or late in the tenure of John Gough in the counties of Carnarvon and Anglesey or elsewhere in North Wales once of the said priory for 21 years from Michaelmas then next at a yearly rent of £42; and for a fine of £62 9s 10d paid at the Exchequer.

By p.s. (Cal of Patent Rolls 1577-78, C66/1167, ms 2878, page 434)

Owen ap Robert ap Owen, of Parciau, Llaneugrad (whose will was proved Dec 5, 1608) married three times. His first wife was Elin, daughter of John ap Rhys ap Ieuan ap Llewelyn ap Dafydd Goch, of Trefeilir, (Griffith’s Pedigrees p1) and they had five children. One of these, Catherine, was the first wife of Thomas ap Hugh Gwyn of Bodfel (Hugh Gwyn Bodfel’s will was proved P.C.C. Jan 28, 1611). (Griffith’s Pedigrees p171). 

Catherine was co-heiress of Owen ap Robert, who was  the sixth son of Owen ap Meyrick of Bodeon and Bodsilin. Thomas Bodfel was HSC 1609, and their first son was Sir John Bodfel, Knt. of Bodfel, HSA 1610, HSC 1622, and died in 1631. 

In 1612 John Bodfel was successful at court in retaining as part of Catherine’s marriage settlement, the inheritance of the rectories of Berthkellert, Llanviangell y Pennant, Llanvair Isgair and Bettws, rectory of Aberch with chapel at Kynvill (Penrhos), and chapel of Doleweddelan. (Exchequer Proceedings concerning Wales; James 1; 144/72/9; Anglesey p 13)

1582 Jan 25: Grant in fee simple to Edmund Downynge and Peter Ashton of the following lands, rents and tithes (tenants named), yearly values as specified: ………

The rectory and advowson of Penmon, Anglesey, late of Penmon priory (32s 4d);

The rectories of, and tithes in, Beddgelert, Llanfihangell y pennant, Llanvairisgaer, Bettws and Abererch, the chapels of, and tithes in, Cynvil (Penrhos) and Dolwyddelan, Caernarvonshire, the rectories of, and tithes in, Llanidan, Llanedwen, Llanddaniel Fab and Llanfair y Cwmwd, Anglesey, and the advowsons of Beddgelert, Abererch and Llanidan, all late of  Bisham monastery, Berkshire. (£31 4s 11d).

[and many more]

The grantees are charged with the following yearly payments:

… 40s as stipend for a curate in Penmon, 20s to the bishop of Bangor and 8s 4d to the archdeacon of Anglesey for synodals and procurations, etc etc

In consideration of the surrender of certain rectories and tithes of the yearly value of £58 4s 3d., granted to Downynge and Ashton, by patent, 27 Oct last. (See 23 above). By P.S. (Cal Patent Rolls Eliz1 vol X, page 250-1;ms 1876, C66/1219. 24 Eliz 1. Patent Rolls, 20 Eliz) 

1612 : (9 Jac. I) As part of a marriage settlement between Katheren, daughter of Owen ap Robert  Owen of Llaneugrad, co Anglesey, and Thomas Bodfel, heir of Hugh Gwynne of Bodvell circa 1580, their son John Bodfel had, by Owen ap Robert, been assured the " inheritance of the rectories and parsonages impropriate of Bethkellert, Llanyhangell y Pennant, Llanvaier Ysgaer, Bettus and Abererch and chapels of Kynvile and Dolewethelan". The executors of the will of Owen ap Robert Owen were plaintiffs & the Bodfels were the defendants at the Exchequer. The defendants were successful.

(Exchequer Proceedings concerning Wales; James I; 144/72/9; Anglesey p13)

On 2 July 1614 a grant of the reversion of t'ments and lands  is recorded between 

1. Frances Dynne of the Inner Temple, London, gent., cousin & next heir of Henry Eynne, [Dynne] decd., late of Heyden, co Norfolk, gent. and 

2. William Salesbury of Rug, esq.    

Maes Arge, Tythin yr ?Rrun, Tythen Athe, Tythin y Prior, Tythin Yskibor, Tythin Jevan Gethin, Tythin Gorngilug-, Tythin Grono David, Tirr Jevan Day, Tirr Meredydd ap Jevan ap Atha, 

lands of Kyner ap Jevan Gathara, Lleiske verch David ap Plethin, Llinowe, Nest  Egwaret, Marche Wylym, Y Botraws, lands of Gladis verch Jevan ap David, and Eva verch Jevan ap David and Maddock ap Howell ap Jevan dae, all t'ship treyrbeyrth , co Anglesey, late parcels of the priory of Bethkellert;


The site of the capital messuage of Priory of Bethkelert, lands, t'ments etc called Tythin y Llan, alias Y Priordy, Havod Ruffidd and Cader yr Ychen,  Meillionen, Comcloche, Maes y lleche and Brayche y beb, all t'ship Pennant co Carnarvon.


Messuage or t‘mentsof Maurice Wynne, Esq, in t'ship Dolewethelan;     

   
Messuage or t’ments called Tythyn y wenith, t'ship Aberche; 


Two parcels of land, area 2 acres, in Llanfair;


rents of  42/9d pa and £8-12-4d issuing therefrom;    


Messuages or t’ments called Kaer yr bedo alias Kay yr Bedy, Llaneltid, house being built upon or near the churchyard wall, Tythin yarth Blodyn alias Garth blethin, all t’ship Llaneltid;


T’ment called Keven Cryan, t’ship Dolgelley;


Messuage & t’ment called Eskerneiran and Cwmkelly, t’ship Cwmkadian, cos Merioneth & Montgomery;


And messuage or t’ment called Keyanneth, t’ship Redarewe; all lands of the late monastery of Kymmer. (GAS Newborough Rug 1342; NLW, Rug ms 1026)

1614 July 2: 1. Frances Dynne of the Inner Temple, London, gent., cousin & next heir of Henry Eynne, [Dynne] decd., late of Heyden, co Norfolk, gent. and 

2. William Salesbury of Rug, co Merioneth, Esq., 

GRANT  Bargain & Sale enrolled of messuages and lands being in the possession of the said Henry Dynne, deceased, in counties of Anglesey, Carnarvon, Merioneth & Montgomery. Stained. (NLW, Rug schedule, p97, ms 150; GAS Newborough [Glynllifon] ms 1343)

1634 June 27 : Llanvaerisgaer vicarage. John Hughes on death of William Prichard.

(A I Pryce, 1923, The Diocese of Bangor in the 16th century, p 44)

1642-1648
Civil War

1649-1660
Commonwealth

1649 July 3: Carnarvon. Letter from Thomas Madrin, John Owen and Jeffrey Parry to Mr Richard Griffith of (Plas) Llanfair.

Whereas the impropriator of the rectory and chapel of Llanfair ys gaer and Bettws Garmon has been in arms against Parliament, and the tithes, issues, profits and ecclesiastical emoluments belonging thereto have been sequestered because of the owner’s delinquency, this committee orders that until 1 January next all the profits of the rectory are to be let to Richard Griffith of Llanvair, who will pay £12 for them.

(B E Howells, 1967, Calendar of Letters relating to North Wales, p 96, Llanfair-Brynodol Ms 140) 

1651 June 12: Carnarvon. Letter from Thomas Madrin, John Owen and Jeffrey Parry to Mr Richard Griffith of (Plas) Llanfair.

Whereas the impropriator of the rectory and chapel of Llanfair ys gaer and Bettws Garmon has been in actual arms against Parliament, and the tithes, issues, profits and ecclesiastical emoluments belonging thereto have been sequestered because of the owner’s delinquency, this committee orders that from the date hereof all profits of the rectory are to be let to Richard Griffith for the term of 12 years at the sum of £12 (p.a.). (B E Howells, 1967, Calendar of Letters relating to North Wales, p 102, Llanfair-Brynodol, Ms 154) 

1656 Oct 9 Bodvell. Letter from Tom Kynaston to Mr William Roberts, Deputy Sheriff of Carnarvonshire.

The deputy sheriff has demanded £15 from him to be levied from the profits of Abererch, Penrhos and Llanvair Yscayre rectories for seizures. If Roberts pays it to the Sheriff, it will be allowed in the rent paid by him to the writer.

(B E Howells, 1967, Calendar of Letters relating to North Wales, p 104, Llanfair-Brynodol, Ms 162)

1660 

Restoration of the MONARCHY

1666 Oct 3: Letter from Maurice Wynn to Richard Griffith Esq., at (Plas) Llanvair.

The enclosed is from Mr Robartes whereby he orders Griffith to pay his rent to the writer towards payment of the King’s rent due out of Bodvell rectories etc. When Griffith pays he will have his aquitance, which is now in the writer’s custody. Griffith will be well secured for Wynn has power to distrain the tithes for the King’s rent.

(B E Howells, 1967, Calendar of Letters relating to North Wales, p 138, Llanfair-Brynodol, Ms 228)

Robert Robartes, son of John Robertes, first earl of Radnor, was born in 1633 in Cornwall and educated at Cambridge. Circa 1657 he married Sarah, daughter of Col. John Bodfel. The estate was left to the second son, Charles Bodvel Robartes. A second will was made but was over-ruled by an Act of Parliament.

1674-1727: Vicar John Roderick. Patron Robert Roberts, Arm. (A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor During Three Centuries, p 8)

1675: The surviving Parish Registers start.

c1686 : 26 Chas II  : Letters patent of a grant of certan fee farm rents to Sir Robert Holmes (& his heirs & assigns for ever) - the rents were reserved upon the following properties : (including) The rectories of Bethkellert and Llanvair, co Caernarvon. Reserved rent - £30-4-11d.

(Harleian Collection p 227 [433] ms 1220 - a volume of 17th century transcripts) 

This document does not at present appear to fit in the known sequence relating to the patronage of these churches.

1721 July 28 Lease of possession of the rectories of Abererch, Llanfair Isgaer, Bethkelert, Llanfihangel, Dolrwythelan. (all former Beddgelert Priory lands)

Consideration : 5s.  
1. Thomas Wynne of Bodvean, Esq,

2. The Rt. Hon Charles Bodville, Earl of Radnor. (GAS Glynllifon ms 7250)


Thomas Wynn married the heiress of Glynllifon, which became the seat of the family of his grandson, Thomas Wynn, Lord Newborough.

1721: The Patron was the Bishop of Bangor. (A W Wade Evans, Parochiale Wallicanum, Y Cymmrodor, vol xxii, 1910, p 84)

1721  Churches & Chapells in the Diocese of Bangor:

ARVON: V. Llanvair-is-gaer (viz) Carnarvon) St. Mary's Festival 8 Sept.; 

Cum Capella de Bettws German (alias Beadhouse German, i.e. Capella Oratorium St Germani. extruct. tempore Henrici 7mi. St German Festival 31 July. 

Impropriator : Countess of Radnor as daughter of Bodvil [d 1663].

(Browne Willis, 1721, Survey of the Cathedral Church of Bangor p 272)

1727: Vicar Robert Edwards. (A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor During Three Centuries, p 23)

It ceased to be a vicarage and for the most part formed a joint curacy with Llanrug and Betws Garmon until 1861 when it was again consolidated as a “Vicarage”. (H A Evans, Vicar, The Churches of Llanfairisgaer, Centenary Celebrations and Parish Mission 1965)

1734: Vicar - Henry Humphreys. 

1749: there were fifty families living in Llanfairisgaer with Betwsgarmon parishes. 

(A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor During Three Centuries, p 165)

1752 April 7: Great Sessions for Caernarvon, at Carnarvon. 

Final Concord between Thomas Wilson, Gent. (plaintiff) and Bernard Wilson, DD, & Elizabeth his wife (Deforceants), when the deforceants acknowledged the Island of Bardsey, + 70 messuages, 10 cottages etc (in 25 parishes) and also the Rectories of Abererch, Penrhos, Llanfair Isgaer, Bethkelert, Bettws, Llanfihangel y Pennant, Dolrwythelan,  and all tithes, oblations, offerings, rents & pensions belonging to the rectories to be the property of the plaintiff. Consideration 900 marks.  

(GAS Glynllifon ms 7252) 

This document does not appear to fit into the pattern of ownership of the patronage of the former priory churches. It may be linked to a short term mortgage or loan.

1781 Jan 20: 1. Rt Hon Thomas, Lord Newborough, Baron Newborough of Ireland; 

2. & 3. Includes creditors of Thomas Lord Newborough.

Mortgage & Assignment [demise for a term of 99 years] of the interest on a £40,000 from an estate in co Caerns., of the Glynllifon estate comprising … (very long list including) [page 184] Llechieddior, parish Llanfihangel y Pennant,; rectory of Abererch, tithes of Perches (?Penrhos); rectory of Llanfair Isser, tithes & part of rectory of Llanfairisgae; rectorial tithes of Betts Garmon; [page 185] Cwmdock, parish of Beddgelert; Pant Drainog, parish of Llanfihangel y Pennant. … [all part of former priory of Beddgelert].
(GAS, Glynllifon ms 7265)

1784: Llanfairisgaer church and Betwsgarmon - Vicar - David Williams, B A. (A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor During Three Centuries, p 39)

1788 Bishop’s Visitation Clergy Return for Llanfairisgaer.

1. Divine Service is read in Welch and that on ye Lord’s Day, at the hour of eleven alternately with a sermon.

2. Not on weekdays.

3. As curate.

4. Also serve Bettws Garmon, the distance being 8 miles.

5. Holy Sacrament: Four times a year - Easter, Whitsuntide, Michaelmas and Christmas.

6. Communicants - 80 -90 communicants; Easter last - 90.

7. No papists.

8. Presbyterians, Independents, Anabaptists, Quakers - None.

9. They - children & servants - are catechised always in Lent both in Welch and English and the Exposition that I make use of is Bishop Wilson’s.

10 / 11. Registers - Yes; go back to 1695.

12. No chapels in ruins.

13. There are no houses or lands belonging to this parish, it is an impropriated living belonging to Lord Newborough.

14. No school.

15. No charity school.

16. Churchwardens - Chosen in Easter week, one by the Minister, the other by the parishioners.

17. I do reside in the parish.

18. Offertory money is given for the use of the poor.

19. Rev David Williams, Llanfairisgaer, near Carnarvon.

(NLW, Church in Wales, B/QA/ 10)

1801 Bishop’s Visitation Queries & Answers: Llanfairisgaer Clergy Return. Summary

No papists. There are a few Methodists. They have no fixed chapel. They rather increase.

Curate; has Queen Anne’s Bounty and it hath been augmented twice, first in my predecessor’s time which was upward of 30 years ago with £400, and I have had £200 in the year 1787. Resides; serves the parish being licensed to the cure and have an other parish at a distance of 8 miles from this, called Bettws Garmon, but I have no salary from any Patron.

Revd David Williams, Pen y Wrach, near Carnarvon. 

(NLW, Church in Wales, B/QA/ 13, vol 1, page 110)

1806 : Beddgelert "had the tithes of the several parishes of Lanfair is gaer, Abereirch, Dolwyddelen, Llanfihangell y Pennant and Ceidio in Lleyn and Llanidan in Mona, towards its maintenance. How comfortably and securely must those monks have lived, having so rich a revenue for their support." (William Williams, A Survey of the Ancient and Present State of the County  of Caernarvonshire, 1806, in TCHS, 1978, p122)

1809-11: Llanfair is Gaer: To this edifice, which though small is admirably kept, I was introduced by the clerk, who is also cobbler and schoolmaster. It is situated near the shore, and receives some protection towards the west from a small plantation, while a battered yew to the south exhibits its aged and naked limits. On the tomb of a Wynne there is a request inscribed which strikes me as singular. It is that no second corpse be placed under the same stone. Near the door I notice a quern, or ancient hand mill, of which many hundreds have been found, They are in fact very common. Within the church the accommodations are a single pew and seats having backs and elbows. The estate of Plas Llanfair, to which the pew belongs, was once the Wynnes, to some of whom a few small monuments are raised along the walls. A precaution which ought to be more common in churches is here judiciously managed by a series of ventilators. (E Hyde Hall, A Description of Caernarfonshire 1809-1811, ed E G Jones, C. H. S., 1952, p 179-180) 

In the 1600s the Griffith family of Plas Newydd married into the Wynn family of Taltreuddyn, which in the mid 1700s married into the Griffith family of Brynodol.

1809: Llanfairisgaer parish church and Betwsgarmon parish church - Vicar John Lloyd, M A, on the death of David Williams. (A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor During Three Centuries, p 51)

1815 & 1818: Llanfairisgaer parish church - Vicar John Jones B A, on the death of John Lloyd. (A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor During Three Centuries, p 55 & 57)

1819: Llanfairisgaer church - Deacon Ellis Roberts, scholar, Jesus College. (A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor During Three Centuries, p 125)


- Vicar Ellis Roberts,  M A. (A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor During Three Centuries, p 58)

1821 The church was said to have been partially rebuilt by J Griffiths of Llanfair Hall. (GAT Churches Register 1997)

1825: Llanfairisgaer parish church - Vicar James Vincent Vincent, on the resignation of Ellis Roberts. (A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor During Three Centuries, p 61)

1826 Aug 9: Court of Great Sessions of the county of Carnarvon. Common Recovery with triple voucher. Demandant: William Glynne Griffith; Tenant: Henry Rumsey Williams, Gent., …. Touching 200 messuages, 200 dwelling houses, 200 cottages … and also the Rectory of Abereirch with the appearances, together with all the tithes, tenths & moduses issuing & payable out of 50,000 acres of land in the parishes of Abereirch, Penrhos, Bettws Garmon & Llanfairisgaer. (GAS, Glynllifon ms 7302, page 212 of the catalogue)

1826: Nov 29/30: 1. Rt Hon Thomas Jones, Lord Newborough;

2. Rt Rev Father in God, Sir George Tomline, Bart., Lord Bishop of Winchester and the Rt  Hon William Earl of St Germans, MORTGAGE (Lease and Release) for securing £7,000 … including tithes in parishes of Abereich, Bettws Garmon & Llanfairisgaer. (GAS XD/2 Newborough [Glynllifon], ms 7311, 7312, p 217)

1834: Llanfairisgaer parish church - Vicar Evan Williams, M A, on the cessation of James Vincent Vincent. (A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor During Three Centuries, p 64)

1834: The living is a perpetual curacy, in the archdeaconry and diocese of Bangor, endowed with £600 royal bounty, and £200 parliamentary grant, and in the patronage of the Bishop of Bangor. The church, which occupies a beautiful and sequestered spot on the eastern bank of the Menai, though small, is a neat and venerable structure, in the later style of English architecture, and is kept in good repair. (W Lewis, 1834, A Topographical Dictionary of Wales)

1839 Plas Llanfair is owned by John Griffith Watkins Esq., and field 286,  of 10 acres o roods and 9 perches, to the north-east of the church is named Cae’r Eglwys - Church field. This may describe its proximity to the church, or could echo former ownership of 2 acres within the field by the prior. The church is shown as area 287, with a projecting porch on the south west corner, and situated in an oval enclosure projecting into the Menai Strait with the adjacent road going direct to the water’s edge. 

Lord Newborough was the impropriator of the Great Tithes, except a portion named Parcel Llanfair. This has not been noted on the Tithe schedule. The curate was Revd Evan Williams. (GAS, Llanfairisgaer Tithe map and schedule, ms 6/12) 

1855 : a nave and chancel undivided and east window of ordinary character. 

(Sir Stephen Glynn) See 1855 description in Arch, Camb., 1900, p313. 

(Hughes & North, 1924, Old Churches of Snowdonia p 208)

1860: Llanfairisgaer parish church - Vicar Richard William Griffith, on the death of Evan Williams. (A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor During Three Centuries, p 75)

1865 : The church was restored by Sir Gilbert Scott.  South porch added & all ancient architectural features destroyed. (RCAHMW) A chancel arch was inserted, new windows constructed throughout and the churchyard was extended. On a stone re-set in the south wall of the chancel is the inscription “1644.RD.LL”. There are various eighteenth century memorials. The old font is octagonal.

1865: The new larger parish church of St Mary was built closer to the centre of population. In 1890 a south transept was added. (H A Evans, The Churches of Llanfairisgaer, 1965)

1868/9 Bishop’s Visitation : Queries & Answers; Llanfairisgaer. Clergy Return

1868 Revd Henry Parry. Population in 1861: 1,060. No parsonage. The late incumbent still acts as curate. Sunday services: 10.30 a.m. & 6 p.m. Weekday services: Thursday evening at 7 p.m. and chief Festivals & Fasts. 

The communion is administered monthly and for principal Festivals. Average number of communicants: 35, total on list 70.

Number of congregation - morn 70 & even 90. There is a mixed National School with 170 on the books, & average attendance of 130.

The average attendance at Sunday School is 30. 

During 6 months of the year there is a service on the 1st Sunday of the month in the old parish church, now used as a Mortuary chapel.

Monthly collection for Church expenses. Also allowance for SPCK and SPG, Pastoral Aid? Society & County Infirmary. The church is in good repair.

(NLW, Church in Wales, B/QA/29 no 11)

This may well refer to the new church.

1869 Jan 8: Llanfairisgaer parish church - Vicar Henry Parry, B A, on the cessation of Richard William Griffith. (A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor During Three Centuries, p 79)

1870: Ordinations held in the Parish church of Llanfairisgaer - Deacons including Griffith Roberts, Trinity College Dublin for Llanfairisgaer, and two priests. (A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor During Three Centuries, p 140)

1876: Deacon - Morris Roberts, literate, Llanfairisgaer church. (A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor During Three Centuries, p 143)

1882: Deacon John Thomas, St Aidan’s College, for Llanfairisgaer church. 

(A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor During Three Centuries, p 147)

1883: Deacon James Salt, St Aidan’s College, for Llanfairisgaer church. 

(A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor During Three Centuries, p 147)

1883: Sept 11: patronage was transferred from the “Bishops of Bangor and his successors” to that of “ George William Duff Assheston and his successors”. 

(H A Evans, The Churches of Llanfairisgaer, Centenary Celebrations and Parish Mission, 1965)

1889: Deacon Thomas Edward Jones, B A, St David’s College, Lampeter. 

(A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor During Three Centuries, p 150)

1892: Llanfairisgaer vicar- John Thomas Jones, on the death of Henry Parry. (A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor During Three Centuries, p 90)

1893 Deacon Robert Jones, B A, St David’s College, Lampeter. (A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor During Three Centuries, p 152)

LANFAIRISGAER LANDS

It is not known when Beddgelert priory obtained land at Llanfairisgaer. It may have been that a small plot belonged to the church when it was appropriated by the priory. It is likely that the members of the priory used the ferry crossing from the church to cross the Menai Strait to reach their extensive lands and four churches on Anglesey.

On 15 January 1536, Greenwich : King Henry VIII granted Beddgelert to the Abbey of Chertsey in Surrey in exchange for the manor of Chabham etc. granted to John abbot of St Peter, Chertsey by their charter dated 1 May 27 Henry VIII (1535).

John Corderey, the abbot and the convent of St Peter, Chertsey, Surrey. 

Mortmain grant of the ground, site, etc of the monastery of St Mary, Beethkilhert, Anglesea, and all those messuages, 100 acres of land, 40 acres of pasture, 3 acres of meadow, 100 acres of wood and £6 rent; all the messuages etc in the vills, fields etc of Tresbyerth, Llandam (?), Treverth, Anglesea, and in Penarth Pont Dolewethlan Ebererche Llanvairisgaer in Beethkylhart and Woytheer, Carnarvon, which David Conway, the late prior held in right of the said priory; with the patronage of the churches, vicarages, chapels and chantries of Beethkylhart Llanyddan, Dolongand alias Dolithlond, Llanwayer, Abberagh and Bettus, in Anglesea and Carnarvon.

This grant is made in exchange for the following possessions granted to the King by John the abbot and the convent of St Peter, Chertsey, by their charter dated 1 May (1535) 27 Henry VIII. Viz: …. the Manor of Chatham ……. With the annual rent of £6 13s 4d. Greenwich, 15 Jan 27 Henry VIII. (Enrolled 1 Jan).

(Henry VIII Letters & Papers Foreign & Domestic, vol X [1536] ms 226. 17 page 80)

1537 Dec 18 : Granted to the newly founded Benedictine monastery of Bisham with all possessions of the late Abbey of Chertsey (Surrey) Benedictine (Black) monks - Cherstey was re-established at Bisham. These possessions included chantries at ...... Bethkilhert in addition to possessions at ..... Bethekilhart. Bisham new foundation. Charter for the foundation (on the site of the late priory of Bisham alias Bisham Mountague alias Bustelesham, Berks, now dissolved, granted to the King by William, bishop of St David’s, late commendatory prior of the same, and the convent there by their new charter dated 5 July 28 Henry VIII), of a new monastery to consist of  one abbot and 13 monks of the Benedictine order, to pray for the good estate of the King and for the soul of the late Queen Consort Jane, etc, to be called King Henry the Eighth’s new monastery of Holy Trinity of Bustelesham. John Cordrey, monk of the above order, to be the abbot. Also grant (in consideration that the said John Cordrey, late abbot and the convent of  the late monastery of St Peter, Chartesey, Surrey, by their charter dated 6 July 29 Henry VIII, granted to the King their said monastery all its possessions in England and Wales) of incorporation to the said new monastery, with the privilege to the abbot to wear a mitre like any other abbot of that order in England, and of the following possessions, viz:

… The late priory of St Mary Beechekilhart alias Bethelkellard, Carnarvon, Wales (which belonged to Cherstey), with all its possessions in Tresburth, Llandam, and Treberth, in co Anglesea, Penarth, Penant, Delewethlond, Eberererighe, Llanvairisgar, Bethekilhart and Wayther, in co Carnarvon, or elsewhere, and the rectories, vicarages and rights of patronages, of the churches, vicarages, chapels and chantries of Bethkilhart, Llanyddan, Dologand alias Dologheland, Llanaure, Llanveugle, Abberagh, and Bettus, in cos Anglesea and Carnarvon. (Henry VIII Letters & Papers Foreign & Domestic, vol 12 part II [1537] ms 1311 [22] page 469)

Llanvair is gaer, Bethkelert, Abererch, Dolwythelan & Llanfihangel y Penant : which five parishes with their chapels belonging to Bethkelert Priory were, on the annexing of that priory to Bisham Abbey, co Berkshire, for some time part of the possessions thereof, till the general Dissolution as may be seen in the Monasticon Vol 3, P 21.

Llanidan belonged to Bethkelert , and so for some time to Bisham.

(Browne Willis, 1721, Survey of the Cathedral Church of Bangor, p327-8)

1539 The dissolution of the greater religious houses was ordered.

In 1573 the lands of the priory were sold by the Crown (Elizabeth I ) to Lord Cheney; 

The annual value of those in Anglesey being given as £2 2s 9d and in Caernarfon shire £8 12s 4d, the tenure to be in socage. 

On 18 April the Inquisition for the lands in Caernarvonshire was taken before Robert Turbridge at Caernarvon and the names of tenants and annual rents were as follows:

… Two acres in LLANFAIR 
- Mauricus Wynne, armiger - 8d …

(PRO Court of Exchequer, 318/2310) (C A Gresham, Eifionydd, 1973, p 69)

Morus Wynn of Gwydir, father of Sir John Wynn, died in 1580. By that time his estate included lands in Llanfair isgaer where his family owned Crug farm. The former priory lands in the parish have not yet been identified.

On 16 February 1575 the bargain and sale enrolled is recorded between 

1. John Duddeley and John Ayscough, esqs. and 

2. John Salesburye of Ruyge esq. and Henry Dynne of Heydon, co Norfolk, gent.  Bargain and Sale enrolled of messuages and tenements called 

… Two parcels of land in Llanfair (county not stated) area about 2 acres; …

Latin. Decayed. (GAS, XD/2 Newborough [Glynllifon] ms 1337;  NLW Rug 612 )


On 16 February 1575 1. John Duddeley and John Ayscough, esqs. and 

2. John Salesburye of Ruyge esq. and Henry Dynne of Heydon, co Norfolk, gent.  

Grant of the reversion of lands in Treeyrbeirth, co Anglesey, the township of Pennant and Pennarth, and Aberche, co Carnarvon, Llaneltid, co Merioneth and the township of Cwmcadian co Merioneth & Montgomery. Latin. Mutilated.

(NLW, Rug Schedule, p 48, ms?)

On 2 July 1614 a grant of the reversion of t'ments and lands  is recorded between 

1. Frances Dynne of the Inner Temple, London, gent., cousin & next heir of Henry Eynne, [Dynne] decd., late of Heyden, co Norfolk, gent. and 

2. William Salesbury of Rug, esq.    

… Two parcels of land, area 2 acres, in Llanfair; …

(GAS Newborough Rug 1342; NLW, Rug ms 1026)

1614 July 2: 1. Frances Dynne of the Inner Temple, London, gent., cousin & next heir of Henry Eynne, [Dynne] decd., late of Heyden, co Norfolk, gent. and 

2. William Salesbury of Rug, co Merioneth, Esq., 

GRANT  Bargain & Sale enrolled of messuages and lands being in the possession of the said Henry Dynne, deceased, in counties of Anglesey, Carnarvon, Merioneth & Montgomery. Stained. (NLW, Rug schedule, p97, ms 150; GAS Newborough [Glynllifon] ms 1343)

1642-1648
Civil War

1649-1660
Commonwealth

1660 

Restoration of the MONARCHY

1711 June 10/11: Lease & Release … Bethgelert, Dolethelan, … Llanfair. (GAS Gwydir estate catalogue ms 162)

1752 April 7: Great Sessions for Caernarvon, at Carnarvon. 

Final Concord between Thomas Wilson, Gent. (plaintiff) and Bernard Wilson, DD, & Elizabeth his wife (Deforceants), when the deforceants acknowledged the Island of Bardsey, + 70 messuages, 10 cottages etc (in 25 parishes) and also the Rectories of Abererch, Penrhos, Llanfair Isgaer, Bethkelert, Bettws, Llanfihangel y Pennant, Dolrwythelan,  and all tithes, oblations, offerings, rents & pensions belonging to the rectories to be the property of the plaintiff. Consideration 900 marks.  

(GAS Glynllifon ms 7252) 

This document does not appear to fit into the pattern of ownership of the patronage of the former priory churches. It may be linked to a short term mortgage or loan.

1809-11: Llanfair is Gaer: The estate of Plas Llanfair, to which the pew belongs, was once the Wynnes, to some of whom a few small monuments are raised along the walls. A precaution which ought to be more common in churches is here judiciously managed by a series of ventilators. (E Hyde Hall, A Description of Caernarfonshire 1809-1811, ed E G Jones, C. H. S., 1952, p 179-180) 

1839 Plas Llanfair is owned by John Griffith Watkins Esq., and field 286, to the north-east of the church is named Cae’r Eglwys - Church field. This may describe its proximity to the church, or could echo former ownership of 2 acres within the field by the prior. The church is shown as area 287, with a projecting porch on the south west corner, and situated in an oval enclosure projecting into the Menai Strait with the adjacent road going direct to the water’s edge. (GAS, Llanfairisgaer Tithe map and schedule, ms 6/12) 

5. BETWS  GARMON

This is a  partial history of the church at Betws Garmon, using information gathered as research into the history of the priory and church at Beddgelert. There are many additional sources of information about Betws Garmon church and parish in the Gwynedd Archives, in Church in Wales documents in the National Library of Wales at Aberystwyth and elsewhere.

The church is dedicated to Saint Garmon, as are several other churches in Wales. Garmon, a Gallican bishop came over to Britain [c 470 ] to restore Christianity which was almost extinct from long continual wars and from the Arian and Pelagian heresies. [5th century] ... He established schools for the instruction of youth ... likely that Bettws was one of them ... (William Williams of Llandegai, 1806, Survey of Ancient and Present County of Caernarvonshire, p 291-2, in TCHS, 1976, p177-8)

Germanus (later confused with Garmon) was venerated by the ninth century

(W Davies, 1962, Wales in the Early Middle Ages,  p 174)

The four sites of GARMON may mark a route across Gwynedd from Powys where he was especially culted. The Historia Brittonum  shows his fame and popularity in 829-30 and he is named as a patron of the dynasty of Powys before 854 on the Pillar of Eliseg. Garmon's influence was thus in the east and that of Beuno was in the west of north Wales, before Bangor and Llanelwy. The condition and meaning of the identification of Garmon with Germanus of Auxerre are consequently to be sought in that period. (M Miller, 1979, The Saints of Gwynedd, p 64) 

There may be a link through Nest of Powys, wife of Merfyn, king of Gwynedd.

In the ninth century, the two main ecclesiastical areas in Gwynedd seem to have been Clynnog Fawr, in high favour with the dynasty, and the group of foundations (mainly in Powys) which culted Garmon, and which is ideologically strongly represented in the Historia Brittonum of 829-30. Both abbot Beuno and bishop Garmon are represented as king-destroyers, and Garmon is also a king-maker; we must suppose that the churches producing and propagating these stories were very active in relation to the state. (M Miller, 1979, The Saints of Gwynedd, p 33, 64, 81-2, 84-5)

Betws Garmon served as a Chapel to Llanfair-is-gaer. (RCAHM)

It is not included in 13th century lists, so may have been founded in the later medieval period, sometime after 1300. It became a possession of the Augustinian priory of Beddgelert. 

The earlier church lay east of the present building and on a different alignment. It is possible that it lay in the eastern half of the present churchyard where the graves are on a different alignment. (GAT, Gazetteer of Churches: Caernarfon, PRN 6907)

It is not known when the earlier church was built or whether it was in use at the same time as, or superseded, the chapel on Moel Smythau. The present church site is beside the present main road and on a slight rise very close to the Afon Gwyrfai which frequently floods.

1504    The prior & the canons of Bethkelert served the cure of souls in the parishes of Abererch, Dolwyddelan, and Llanidan, and they were responsible for Llanfihangel y Pennant, the parish in which their priory stood and Llanfair-is-gaer with Betws Garmon. (Return for the diocese of Bangor to Archbishop Warham. (C A Gresham, 1973, Eifionydd, p 65)

Possible 16th century chapel near Ffynnon Garmon  
On Moel Smythaw, nearly one mile from the church. A small structure, facing east, bearing every indication of being those of an ancient chapel. It measures 23 ft in length internally and 12 ft 6" in width. In the east wall is a rudely constructed light, 1 ft 6" wide and 1ft 7" high, splayed on the inside and covered with a stone lintel. The doorway is in the north wall. The general construction would suggest an early 16th century building. (Hughes & North, 1924, The Old Churches in Snowdonia p 229; RCAHM, Caernarfonshire, Vol 2 p  33 No 783)

Ffynnon Garmon:

About a mile west of Betws Garmon church, and on the slopes of Moel Smythaw is St Armon’s well. It cured rheumatism and skin diseases. About 200-300 yards away are the remains of an old chapel. (F Jones, 1954, The Holy Wells of Wales, p 147)

Lewis ap Moris said that “there were dyvers and many Chapells and parsonages appropriate belonging to the said late priorie of Bethkilhert which the said late monastery was bounde to serve. And for that the said late monastery was a house of very small possessions the Canons of the said late monastery (except 2 or 3) did for the most part serve abroade out of the said monastery in other places that is to say in the Chapells and parsonages appropriate which they did for and towards the better maintenance of their sociale livings and some of them did for the better maintenance of their livings did serve the cure of other parsonages and vicarages.

(C A Gresham, 1973, Eifionydd, p 67-8)

1535 : The spiritualities held by Beddgelert in the county of Caernarvon were the rectories of Beddgelert, Llanfihangell, Aber-erch, Llanfair-is-gaer with Betws Garmon and Dolwyddelan. (Valor Ecclesiasticus  [vol 6 p xviii. j Llyn]; 

Rectory of Llan Vaire and Bettocharmon, in the aforesaid Deanery, value in

Glebe land there, per ann.



          3s 4d

Tithes & oblations, in common years, by scrutiny etc  £6 13s 4d

£ 6 16s 8d 

(Arch. Camb., 1847, pp 164-5)

1535 Valor Ecclesiasticus: Vol 6, pages xiv-xxxvi.

Diocese of Bangor: Tax of the first fruits of the churches of Bangor diocese Bishop of Bangor owes as much as those livings belonging to it.

Archdeaconry of Bangor: 

Deanery of Llyn:









Llan Vair Isgayr

vij marcs (1535 Valor Ecclesiasticus: Vol 6, p xiv)

Deanery of Uwch and Isaf (Gwyfrai)

Monastery of Bethkilhert

R de Llan Ddeiniolen

iiij li.

R de Llan Ruge

iiij li.

V de Lanfair Is y Gaer

-

R de llan beris


liij s. iiij d.

Vicar de Llangedell

-

Etc. [This appears to be just a list, and not indicating that Llandeiniolen, Llanrug, or Llanberis belonged to Beddgelert monastery as some have supposed.] (1535 Valor Ecclesiasticus: Vol 6, p xvi)

Heading of section incomplete:

Monastery of St Mary of Bethkylhert - only in the hand of the Lord King.


Archdeaconry of Anglesey; Deanery of Menai & Malltraeth:

chapels of Llanedan, Llanedwen, Llanddeynyiol vab & Llan vair in y comote

attached to the said monastery.


Archdeaconry of Merionyth, deanery of Efionydd:

Llanfihangel in y penant is attached to the said monastery.


Archdeaconry of Bangor: Deanery of Iscor & Uchaf in Arvon:

Llanvair Isgayre & Bettus Garmon is attached to the same monastery.


Deanery of Issaphe & Nanconwy:

Chapel of Dolwethelan is likewise attached to the said monastery.

(1535 Valor Ecclesiasticus: Vol 6, Page xvi)














Archdeaconry of Bangor: 


Deanery of Uwchgwyfai & Isgwyfai: attached to Bethkelhert:

Monastery of St Mary of Bethkelert with chapel Y bettus Llanvair is y gadr in the hands of the Lord King: vij marcs.

Vicaria de Llanvair is y gadr: Master Ric. Ap William is only the Vicar of the same: -.

(1535 Valor Ecclesiasticus: Vol 6, p xviii)

1535 The spiritual Jurisdiction of the Archdecon of Bangor, Mr Runcorn … : 

Annual revenues in deanery of Arvon & Uchaf & Isaph & deanery of Llyn: 






…. Aberch 

ijs.






…. Llan vorez isygaer xij d. 

Revenues received at the time of the visitation of the Lord Archdeacon of Bangor: 

Deanery of Llyn


…. Aberch

ij s.

Deanery isco & uwch (Gwyrfai)
…. Llan vaer isgo
-


(1535 Valor Ecclesiasticus: Vol 6, p xxii)

Llanvayr Isegayr, Deanery of Isca & Ucho Archdeanery Bangor:

Sr Ric ap William Vicar of Llan vaer ysegaer and the Betthowse by the virtue of his oyth sayth that the yearly sprituall valeue with the emolumente to the said vicarage any wyse beloyng extendyth to the sum of iij li. vj s. viij d. (£4 6s 8d)

Of the which sum the said vicar desyryth alloance as well as for anuall pxys to the Bysccopp and archicom as odr ordinary charges sum iij s.

P me Dnm Rychardu ap William. (1535 Valor Ecclesiasticus: Vol 6, page xxix)

1535 Beddgelert Net income £69. (Bardsey: £46; Penmon: £40; Conway : £162; 

Cymer : £51)  (Glanmor Williams, 1962, The Welsh Church from Conquest to Reformation, Appendix B p 560)

Sources of bishop’s income:

Spiritualities: income from appropriated churches, pensions from other churches, tithes, synodals, procurations …. (These last two were paid by houses in possession of appropriated parishes; 2-3% of gross income. p 371)

Temporalities: revenue derived from the episcopal estates. 

Bangor had the lowest income in Wales (£131) . Twelve Welsh abbots were better off than the bishop.

On 15 January 1536, Greenwich : King Henry VIII granted Beddgelert to the Abbey of Chertsey in Surrey in exchange for the manor of Chabham etc. granted to John abbot of St Peter, Chertsey by their chater dated 1 May 27 Henry VIII (1535).

John Corderey, the abbot and the convent of St Peter, Chertsey, Surrey. 

Mortmain grant of the ground, site, etc of the monastery of St Mary, Beethkilhert, Anglesea, and all those messuages, 100 acres of land, 40 acres of pasture, 3 acres of meadow, 100 acres of wood and £6 rent; all the messuages etc in the vills, fields etc of Tresbyerth, Llandam (?), Treverth, Anglesea, and in Penarth Pont Dolewethlan Ebererche Llanvairisgaer in Beethkylhart and Woytheer, Carnarvon, which David Conway, the late prior held in right of the said priory; with the patronage of the churches, vicarages, chapels and chantries of Beethkylhart Llanyddan, Dolongand alias Dolithlond, Llanwayer, Abberagh and Bettus, in Anglesea and Carnarvon.

This grant is made in exchange for the following possessions granted to the King by John the abbot and the convent of St Peter, Chertsey, by their charter dated 1 May (1535) 27 Henry VIII. Viz: …. the Manor of Chatham ……. With the annual rent of £6 13s 4d. Greenwich, 15 Jan 27 Henry VIII. (Enrolled 1 Jan).

(Henry VIII Letters & Papers Foreign & Domestic, vol X [1536] ms 226. 17 page 80)

1537 Dec 18 : Granted to the newly founded Benedictine monastery of Bisham with all possessions of the late Abbey of Chertsey (Surrey) Benedictine (Black) monks - Cherstey was re-established at Bisham. These possessions included chantries at ...... Bethkilhert in addition to possessions at ..... Bethekilhart. Bisham new foundation. Charter for the foundation (on the site of the late priory of Bisham alias Bisham Mountague alias Bustelesham, Berks, now dissolved, granted to the King by William, bishop of St David’s, late commendatory prior of the same, and the convent there by their new charter dated 5 July 28 Henry VIII), of a new monastery to consist of  one abbot and 13 monks of the Benedictine order, to pray for the good estate of the King and for the soul of the late Queen Consort Jane, etc, to be called King Henry the Eighth’s new monastery of Holy Trinity of Bustelesham. John Cordrey, monk of the above order, to be the abbot. Also grant (in consideration that the said John Cordrey, late abbot and the convent of  the late monastery of St Peter, Chartesey, Surrey, by their charter dated 6 July 29 Henry VIII, granted to the King their said monastery all its possessions in England and Wales) of incorporation to the said new monastery, with the privilege to the abbot to wear a mitre like any other abbot of that order in England, and of the following possessions, viz:

1) Possessions of the late priory of Bisham ………

2) Possessions of the late abbey of Chertsey ………

… the late priory of Cardigan, S Wales, (which belonged to Chertsey), with the rectory of Cardigan, and all possessions of the priory;

… The late priory of St Mary Beechekilhart alias Bethelkellard, Carnarvon, Wales (which belonged to Cherstey), with all its possessions in Tresburth, Llandam, and Treberth, in co Anglesea, Penarth, Penant, Delewethlond, Eberererighe, Llanvairisgar, Bethekilhart and Wayther, in co Carnarvon, or elsewhere, and the rectories, vicarages and rights of patronages, of the churches, vicarages, chapels and chantries of Bethkilhart, Llanyddan, Dologand alias Dologheland, Llanaure, Llanveugle, Abberagh, and Bettus, in cos Anglesea and Carnarvon. (Henry VIII Letters & Papers Foreign & Domestic, vol 12 part II [1537] ms 1311 [22] page 469)

Llanvair is gaer, Bethkelert, Abererch, Dolwythelan & Llanfihangel y Penant : which five parishes with their chapels belonging to Bethkelert Priory were, on the annexing of that priory to Bisham Abbey, co Berkshire, for some time part of the possessions thereof, till the general Dissolution as may be seen in the Monasticon Vol 3, P 21.

Llanidan belonged to Bethkelert, and so for some time to Bisham.

(Browne Willis, 1721, Survey of the Cathedral Church of Bangor, p327-8)

1539 The dissolution of the greater religious houses was ordered.

1538 June 18 : Dissolution of Bisham Abbey, along with Beddgelert priory; Llanfairisgaer was now a parish church without a monastic link, with Betws Garmon as a chapelry.

It is difficult to estimate the extent of the loss to parishes where, the tithe having been appropriated to monasteries, vicarages had not been established prior to the dissolution, as the sums ultimately  charged on the impropriated tithe for the carrying on of services were calculated at a fixed basis without any provision for adjustment to meet the altering value of money, with the result that the annual income so reserved in course of time became entirely inadequate. (A I Pryce, 1939, TAAS, p56-7, The Reformation in the Diocese of Bangor as illustrated by the Records.)

pre 1552 : Six miles above Carnarvon - a little chapel called Bethouse & two or three houses. (Leyland's Itinerary in Wales Part VI p 79)

1551- 1558 : no date. Jury Panel with presentment. 18 (named) jurers " present that the inhabitants of the town of Caernarvon, the parish of Sant Peblig, Priscoill, and Betws Garmon ought to repair and build the bridge of Llanbeblig, and that the inhabitants of the parish of Rug, Deiniolen and Llanfair isaf ought to repair the bridge of Rug and Rhythallt. (Cal of CQSR, p 103 no 187)

In the Marian period (1553-58) 16 married clergy in the Diocese of Bangor were deprived of the livings;  four ousted clergy seemed to have regained their position, including Abererch and Llanfrothen. Maybe during the bishoprick of the tolerant Rowland Meyrick (1559-1565) (A I Pryce, 1923, Diocese of Bangor During the Sixteenth Century p xx, xxiv)

1577 Jan 18: Llanvairyshergair, vicarage, cum capella de Llanarmon (?Bettws Garmon) William ap Richard, a deacon; Patron - Owen ap Robert, Generosus. pro hac vice. (A I Pryce, 1923, The Diocese of Bangor in the 16th century, p 23)

1577 Dec 20. Lessee, Owen ap Robert Owen (Late priory of Berkellet otherwise Berkellerte, late Abbey of Bisham, co Berks, after parcel of possession of Lady Anne of Cleves for life) various spiritualities, namely the rectories of Berthkellert, Llanviangell y Pennant, Llanvair Isgair and Bettws, rectory of Aberch with chapel at Kynvill (Penrhos), and chapel of Doleweddelan. £9 7s 8d. 

Rent £37 4s 11d. Fine 2 years’ rent. 21 years. 

Note that the Priory of Berkellert whereof premises were parcel, was granted to John Tamworth esq., l.p. 20 Feb 3 Eliz 21 years. £42 p.a, whereof there is purchased of late  £10 15s 10d p.a., remaining £31 4s 11d.

(Records of Court of Augmentations relating to Wales & Monmouthshire. Lewis & Conway Davies 1954 p 289)

1578 April 17:  Lease for 21 years to Owen ap Roberte Owen [of Llaneugrad co A] of 

(1) all the spiritualities late belonging to Berkellet alias Berkellert priory in the county of Carnarvon and the rectory of Berthkellert, the rectory of Llanviagell y Penaunt, the rectory of Llanvar Isgair and Bettus, the rectory of Aberch, the chapel of Kynvill (Penrhos)  and the chapel of Doloweddelan, co Carnarvon, and 

(2) the rectory of Llanydan, the rectory of Lloinedwyn, the rectory of Llaneniell Vab and the rectory of Llanvayer y Comot, co Anglesey, all late of the said priory of Berkellet, once belonging to the monastery of Bysham alias Bustlesham, co. Berks, and afterwards granted to Anne of Cleves for life; with reservations; from Michaelmas last; yearly rents (1) £9 7s 8d and (2) £21 17s 3d. In consideration of the surrender by the said Owen in respect of the premises of a patent, 20 Feb., 3 Eliz., leasing to John Tamworth the house and site of Bethkilhart priory and all lands then or late in the tenure of John Gough in the counties of Carnarvon and Anglesey or elsewhere in North Wales once of the said priory for 21 years from Michaelmas then next at a yearly rent of £42; and for a fine of £62 9s 10d paid at the Exchequer.

By p.s. (Cal of Patent Rolls 1577-78, C66/1167, ms 2878, page 434)

Owen ap Robert ap Owen, of Parciau, Llaneugrad (whose will was proved Dec 5, 1608) married three times. His first wife was Elin, daughter of John ap Rhys ap Ieuan ap Llewelyn ap Dafydd Goch, of Trefeilir, (Griffith’s Pedigrees p1) and they had five children. One of these, Catherine, was the first wife of Thomas ap Hugh Gwyn of Bodfel (Hugh Gwyn Bodfel’s will was proved P.C.C. Jan 28, 1611). (Griffith’s Pedigrees p171). 

Catherine was co-heiress of Owen ap Robert, who was  the sixth son of Owen ap Meyrick of Bodeon and Bodsilin. Thomas Bodfel was HSC 1609, and their first son was Sir John Bodfel, Knt. of Bodfel, HSA 1610, HSC 1622, and died in 1631. 

In 1612 John Bodfel was successful at court in retaining as part of Catherine’s marriage settlement, the inheritance of the rectories of Berthkellert, Llanviangell y Pennant, Llanvair Isgair and Bettws, rectory of Aberch with chapel at Kynvill (Penrhos), and chapel of Doleweddelan. (Exchequer Proceedings concerning Wales; James 1; 144/72/9; Anglesey p 13)

1582 Jan 25: Grant in fee simple to Edmund Downynge and Peter Ashton of the following lands, rents and tithes (tenants named), yearly values as specified: ………

The rectory and advowson of Penmon, Anglesey, late of Penmon priory (32s 4d);

The rectories of, and tithes in, Beddgelert, Llanfihangell y pennant, Llanvairisgaer, Bettws and Abererch, the chapels of, and tithes in, Cynvil (Penrhos) and Dolwyddelan, Caernarvonshire, the rectories of, and tithes in, Llanidan, Llanedwen, Llanddaniel Fab and Llanfair y Cwmwd, Anglesey, and the advowsons of Beddgelert, Abererch and Llanidan, all late of  Bisham monastery, Berkshire. (£31 4s 11d).

[and many more]

The grantees are charged with the following yearly payments:

… 40s as stipend for a curate in Penmon, 20s to the bishop of Bangor and 8s 4d to the archdeacon of Anglesey for synodals and procurations, etc etc

In consideration of the surrender of certain rectories and tithes of the yearly value of £58 4s 3d., granted to Downynge and Ashton, by patent, 27 Oct last. (See 23 above). By P.S. (Cal Patent Rolls Eliz1 vol X, page 250-1;ms 1876, C66/1219. 24 Eliz 1. Patent Rolls, 20 Eliz) 

1612 : (9 Jac. I) As part of a marriage settlement between Katheren, daughter of Owen ap Robert  Owen of Llaneugrad, co Anglesey, (who would have now been 84 years old) and Thomas Bodfel, heir of Hugh Gwynne of Bodvell circa 1580, their son John Bodfel had, by Owen ap Robert, been assured the " inheritance of the rectories and parsonages impropriate of Bethkellert, Llanyhangell y Pennant, Llanvaier Ysgaer, Bettus and Abererch and chapels of Kynvile (Penrhos) and Dolewethelan". The executors of the will of Owen ap Robert Owen were plaintiffs & the Bodfels were the defendants at the Exchequer. The defendants were successful.

(Exchequer Proceedings concerning Wales; James I; 144/72/9; Anglesey p13)

[Owen ap Robert of Bodavon Esq, … now 80 years of age … in 1608 - in Exchequer Proceedings concerning Wales, James 1 Anglesey page 6; PRO Exchequer proceedings 5 Jac 1, 144/57/5]

Plts. William Owen of Bodavon & Jane his wife, executrix of the will of Owen ap Robert Owen, on behalf of the said Jane, and Ellin Owen, her daughter, an infant of 5.

Defts. Thomas, Henry & John Bodvell. (Documents R.A.A.)

BILL: The marriage of Thomas Bodevell, son of Hugh Gwynne of Bodvell, to Katheren, daughter of Owen ap Robert Owen. The indenture of 22 Eliz I that Hugh Gwynne convey all his lands to Thomas Bodvell & his heirs upon the body of Katheren, and that Owen ap Robert (Owen) demise his lands to Katheren & her heirs by Bodvell. Entry of Owen ap Robert & Hugh Gwynne into bonds of £4,000 to perform the covenant. The death of Katheren leaving as issue John Bodvell. Refusal of Hugh Gwynne to effect the agreement though Owen ap Robert had already assured to John Bodvell the “inheritance of the rectories and parsonages impropriate of Bethkellert, Llanyhangell y Pennant, Llanvaier Ysgaer, Bettus and Abererch and chapels of Kynvile (Penrhos) and Dolewethelan". The refusal of Sir Henry Bagnall, Marshall of Ireland, to bestow his daughter in marriage on John Bagnall ?? until Owen ap Robert entered into certain covenants on a bond of £5,000, Sir Henry not trusting “the accustomed loose and uncivil dealing of Hugh Gwynne”. Advance of £100 by Owen ap Robert to finance the marriage. Gwynne received £1,000 after the marriage was solemnised but failed to perform his part of the covenant and Owen ap Robert was sued by Dame Ellinor Bagnall on his bond of £5,000. Bequest by Owen ap Robert of the remainder of his estate to plt. Jane.

Multiplicity of suits by defts. V plts including one bond of £4,000 in the High Court of Pleas.

Answer: Owen ap Robert did not perform his part of the original covenant & defts. are justified in suing him on his bond of £4,000.

(Exchequer Proceedings concerning Wales; James I; 144/72/9; Anglesey p13)

1624 March 13 : Hugh Morgan, priest, to serve the church or chapel of Bettws Garmon; ordained by Lewis Bayley, Bishop of Bangor. 

(A I Pryce, 1923, The Diocese of Bangor in the 16th century, p 23)

1634 inscribed on the font in the church rebuilt in 1841-41. 

17th century communion table.

FROM before this date Betws was not part of Llanfairisgaer, but a separate parish.

1642-1648
Civil War

1649-1660
Commonwealth

1649 July 3: Carnarvon. Letter from Thomas Madrin, John Owen and Jeffrey Parry to Mr Richard Griffith of (Plas) Llanfair.

Whereas the impropriator of the rectory and chapel of Llanfair ys gaer and Bettws Garmon has been in arms against Parliament, and the tithes, issues, profits and ecclesiastical emoluments belonging thereto have been sequestered because of the owner’s delinquency, this committee orders that until 1 January next all the profits of the rectory are to be let to Richard Griffith of Llanvair, who will pay £12 for them.

(B E Howells, 1967, Calendar of Letters relating to North Wales, p 96, Llanfair-Brynodol Ms 140) 

1651 June 12: Carnarvon. Letter from Thomas Madrin, John Owen and Jeffrey Parry to Mr Richard Griffith of (Plas) Llanfair.

Whereas the impropriator of the rectory and chapel of Llanfair ys gaer and Bettws Garmon has been in actual arms against Parliament, and the tithes, issues, profits and ecclesiastical emoluments belonging thereto have been sequestered because of the owner’s delinquency, this committee orders that from the date hereof all profits of the rectory are to be let to Richard Griffith for the term of 12 years at the sum of £12 (p.a.). (B E Howells, 1967, Calendar of Letters relating to North Wales, p 102, Llanfair-Brynodol Ms 154) 

1656 Oct 9 Bodvell. Letter from Tom Kynaston to Mr William Roberts, Deputy Sheriff of Carnarvonshire.

The deputy sheriff has demanded £15 from him to be levied from the profits of Abererch, Penrhos and Llanvair Yscayre rectories for seizures. If Roberts pays it to the Sheriff, it will be allowed in the rent paid by him to the writer.

(B E Howells, 1967, Calendar of Letters relating to North Wales, p 104, Llanfair-Brynodol, Ms 162)

1660 

Restoration of the MONARCHY

1666 Oct 3: Letter from Maurice Wynn to Richard Griffith Esq., at (Plas) Llanvair.

The enclosed is from Mr Robartes whereby he orders Griffith to pay his rent to the writer towards payment of the King’s rent due out of Bodvell rectories etc. When Griffith pays he will have his aquitance, which is now in the writer’s custody. Griffith will be well secured for Wynn has power to distrain the tithes for the King’s rent.

(B E Howells, 1967, Calendar of Letters relating to North Wales, p 138, Llanfair-Brynodol, Ms 228)

Robert Robartes, son of John Robertes, first earl of Radnor, was born in 1633 in Cornwall and educated at Cambridge. Circa 1657 he married Sarah, daughter of Col. John Bodfel. The estate was left to the second son, Charles Bodvel Robartes. A second will was made but was over-ruled by an Act of Parliament.

? post 1663-1721:  Churches & Chapells in the Diocese of Bangor:

Archdeconry of Bangor, Deanery of Arvon: 

V. Llanvair-is-gaer (viz) Carnarvon: St. Mary's Festival 8 Sept.; 

Cum Capella de Bettws German (alias Beadhouse German, i.e. Capella Oratorium St Germani. extruct. tempore Henrici 7mi. St German Festival 31 July. 

Impropriator : Countess of Radnor as daughter of Bodvil [d 1663].

(Browne Willis, 1721, Survey of the Cathedral Church of Bangor p 272)

c1685 : 26 Chas II  : Letters patent of a grant of certain fee farm rents to Sir Robert Holmes (& his heirs & assigns for ever) - the rents were reserved upon the following properties : (including) The rectories of Bethkellert and Llanvair, co Caernarvon. Reserved rent - £30-4-11d - their original value.

(Harleian Collection p 227 [433] ms 1220 - a volume of 17th century transcripts)

(BM Harley Mss 1220)

(Cat of ms relating to Wales in the British Museum, Part II, p 228, Ms 423c, f124)

This document does not at present appear to fit in the known sequence relating to the patronage of these churches.

1721: The Patron was the Bishop of Bangor. (A W Wade Evans, Parochiale Wallicanum, Y Cymmrodor, vol xxii, 1910, p 85)

1721 July 28 Lease of possession of the rectories of Abererch, Llanfair Isgaer, Bethkelert, Llanfihangel, Dolrwythelan. (all former Beddgelert Priory lands)

Consideration : 5s.  
1. Thomas Wynne of Bodvean, Esq,

2. The Rt. Hon Charles Bodville, Earl of Radnor. (GAS Glynllifon ms 7250)


Thomas Wynn married the heiress of Glynllifon, which became the seat of the family of his grandson, Thomas Wynn, Lord Newborough.

1749: There were 50 families living in Llanfairisgaer with Betwsgarmon parishes. 

(A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor During Three Centuries, p 165)

1752 April 7: Great Sessions for Caernarvon, at Carnarvon. 

Final Concord between Thomas Wilson, Gent. (plaintiff) and Bernard Wilson, DD, & Elizabeth his wife (Deforceants), when the deforceants acknowledged the Island of Bardsey, + 70 messuages, 10 cottages etc (in 25 parishes) and also the Rectories of Abererch, Penrhos, Llanfair Isgaer, Bethkelert, Bettws, Llanfihangel y Pennant, Dolrwythelan,  and all tithes, oblations, offerings, rents & pensions belonging to the rectories to be the property of the plaintiff. Consideration 900 marks.  

(GAS Glynllifon ms 7252) 

This document does not appear to fit into the pattern of ownership of the patronage of the former priory churches. It may be linked to a short term mortgage or loan.

1775 - 1820 : Drws-y-coed, Clogwin-y-gwin, Ffridd uchaf and Ffridd isaf farms were in the parish of Betws Garmon. (GAS, Land Tax Assessments)

1781 Jan 20: 1. Rt Hon Thomas, Lord Newborough, Baron Newborough of Ireland; 

2. & 3. Includes creditors of Thomas Lord Newborough.

Mortgage & Assignment [demise for a term of 99 years] of the interest on a £40,000 from an estate in co Caerns., of the Glynllifon estate comprising … (very long list including) [page 184] Llechieddior, parish Llanfihangel y Pennant,; rectory of Abererch, tithes of Perches (?Penrhos); rectory of Llanfair Isser, tithes & part of rectory of Llanfairisgae; rectorial tithes of Betts Garmon; [page 185] Cwmdock, (Cwmcloch) parish of Beddgelert; Pant Drainog, parish of Llanfihangel y Pennant. … [all part of former priory of Beddgelert].
(GAS, Glynllifon ms 7265)

1784: Llanfairisgaer and Betwsgarmon parish churches - Vicar David Williams, B A. (A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor During Three Centuries, p 39)

1788 Bishop’s Visitation:  Clergy Return from Bettws Garmon.

1. Divine service is read in Welch and that once a month on the Lord’s Day, at the hours of nine and eleven alternating with sermon.

2. No service of weekdays.

3. Curate.

4. Also serve Llanvairisgaer, the distance from one to ye other are eight measured miles.

5. Holy Sacrament is administered four times a year - at Easter, Whitsuntide, Michaelmas and Christmas.

6. Communicants- from 50 -60 at Easter. Last I had sixty.

7. No papists.

8. No Presbyterians, Independents, Anabaptists, Quakers.

9. Catechism- The Expositions I make use of is Dr Wilson’s and the children are always catechised by me at Lent in Welch.

10. Register - back to 1740.

11. Register book for marriages kept - yes.

12. No chapels of ease.

13. There are no houses and lands belonging to this parish; it is an impropriated living belonging to Lord Newborough’s.

14. No school.

15. No charity school.

16. There is only one churchwarden in this parish, and him chosen by the Minister.

17. I reside at Llanfairisgaer parish which is served jointly with this being the same curacy, distant about eight measured miles.

18. Offertory money given to the poor.

19. Rev D Williams, curate of Llanfairisgaer, near Carnarvon.

(NLW, Church in Wales, B/QA/ 8 or 9)

In 1801 the dimensions of the old church were given as 36ft in length & 19 ft wide (NLW B/TERR/77), and in 1817 as 48ft by 15ft 5 2 (NLW B/TER/79). The variance may be due to western porch or lengthening of the nave, or to using internal measurements for the former & external for the latter. 

1801 Bishop’s Visitation, Queries & Answers. Bettws Garmon. Summary.

No Papists; we have a few Methodists but they have no fixed chapel. They increase. No Queen Anne’s Bounty at all. (NLW, Church in Wales, B/QA/13 page 123)

1806 : Bettus Garmon, or Beadhouse Garnum q.d. St German's Oratory, built in Henry VII. (Browne Willis, Bangor Cathedral, p272) (William Camden: Britannia; ed Richard Gough, 1806, p186)

1808: Bishop’s Visitation. Warden’s replies. 

…. Church has been new roofed of late, about twelve months ago. William Hughes, Churchwarden. (NLW, Church in Wales, B/QA/16)

1809: Llanfairisgaer and Betwsgarmon parish churches - Vicar John Lloyd, M A, on the death of David Williams. (A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor During Three Centuries, p 51)

1809-11: Bettws Garmon: This is dedicated to St Germanus, a bishop of Gaul, who was invited, it is said, into this island in order to combat and suppress the errors of Pelagius. Ecclesiastical controversy was not his only employment, for if the story may be believed, he successfully defended Wales against an invasion of the pagan Picts and Saxons. At the head of his converts he encountered the enemy at Maes Garmon in Flintshire, and as his army advanced to attack, the name of Allelujah was thrice shouted forth by his command. The foe, astonished and alarmed, gave way to their fears, and were routed in every direction.  The church is a very poor building, and the living itself is a perpetual curacy in the gift of the bishop. (E Hyde Hall, A Description of Caernarfonshire 1809-1811, ed E G Jones, C. H. S., 1952, p 205-6) 

1815: parish church - Peter Bayley Williams, B A. (A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor During Three Centuries, p 53)

1825: parish church - James Vincent Vincent. (A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor During Three Centuries, p 61)

1826 Aug 9: Court of Great Sessions of the county of Carnarvon. Common Recovery with triple voucher. Demandant: William Glynne Griffith; Tenant: Henry Rumsey Williams, Gent., …. Touching 200 messuages, 200 dwelling houses, 200 cottages … and also the Rectory of Abereirch with the appearances, together with all the tithes, tenths & moduses issuing & payable out of 50,000 acres of land in the parishes of Abereirch, Penrhos, Bettws Garmon & Llanfairisgaer. (GAS, Glynllifon ms 7302, page 212 of the catalogue)

1826: Nov 29/30: 1. Rt Hon Thomas Jones, Lord Newborough;

2. Rt Rev Father in God, Sir George Tomline, Bart., Lord Bishop of Winchester and the Rt  Hon William Earl of St Germans, MORTGAGE (Lease and Release) for securing £7,000 … including tithes in parishes of Abereich, Bettws Garmon & Llanfairisgaer. (GAS XD/2 Newborough [Glynllifon], ms 7311, 7312, p 217)

1827: Deacon St George Armstrong Williams, B A, Jesus College, licensed to Llanfair and Bettw (£70 + fees, also Chaplain of Gaol and House of Correction, Caernarvon, £54 - 12s - 0d). (A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor During Three Centuries, p 128)

1828: parish church - St George Armstrong Williams, on the resignation of James Vincent Vincent. (A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor During Three Centuries, p 62)

1834: The living, usually styled a perpetual curacy, is vicarial, in the archdeaconry and diocese of Bangor, endowed with £600 royal bounty, and £200 parliamentary grant, and in the patronage of Lord Newborough. The church, dedicated to St. Garmon, is a small edifice, in a dilapidated condition, romantically situated in a vale bounded by lofty mountains. On the side of a hill, about one mile to the west of it, there is a fine spring of water, called St Garmon’s well, of reputed efficacy in the cure of rheumatic and eruptive disorders. ( W Lewis, Topographical Dictionary of Wales, 1834)

By 1839 Drws-y-coed, Clogwin-y-gwin, Ffridd uchaf and Ffridd isaf farms, 3,229 acres, were in Beddgelert parish. (Tithe apportionment schedule) 

1840 Tithe map appears to show the alignment of the old church.

1841-2 : Betws Garmon church was rebuilt in the revived romantic style by architect George Alexander. There is a date stone above the west door. 

1842 parish church - Morgan Lloyd M A, on the cessation of St George Armstrong Williams. (A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor During Three Centuries, p 67)

1846: parish church - James Parry, B A, on the death of Morgan Lloyd. 

(A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor During Three Centuries, p 69)

1866: parish church - Owen Davies Thomas, on the cessation of James Parry. (A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor During Three Centuries, p 78)

1867: Betws Garmon - Vicar David Roberts, B A, on the resignation of D D Thomas. Patron -  The bishop of Llandaff. (A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor During Three Centuries, p 79)

1868/9 Bishop’s Visitation: Queries & Answers: Bettws Garmon. Summary.

Revd D Roberts, vicar; no parsonage house; one Service - Sunday afternoon. Communion administered - if communicants 4 times a year. Number of communicants: 3 or 4; Number of congregation: 6. No collections. Church in decent repair. (NLW. Church in Wales, B/QA/29, no 2).

1878: parish church - Daniel Lewis, on the death of David Roberts. (A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor During Three Centuries, p 84)

1881: Betwsgarmon parish church with Waunfawr- Daniel Lewis. (A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor During Three Centuries, p 85)

1969 In recent boundary changes, Drws y coed and Ffridd were taken away from Beddgelert and added to Bettws Garmon. (C A Gresham, Parish of Beddgelert, TCHS, 1969 p 27)

6. LLANFIHANGEL Y PENNANT  (Eifionydd)

This is a  partial history of the church at Llanfihangel y Pennant, using information gathered as research into the history of the priory and church at Beddgelert. There are many additional sources of information about Llanfihangel y Pennant church and parish in the Gwynedd Archives, in the Church in Wales documents in the National Library of Wales at Aberystwyth and elsewhere.

The church is dedicated to St Michael; this may however be a secondary dedication. The cult of St Michael spread rapidly in the “celtic” west following upon the supposed apparition on Monte San Michel in Normandy in 710. The dedication was frequently applied to sanctuaries in high places. (E G Bowen, 1969, Saints, Seaways and Settlements, p197) (cf Llanfihangel y Traethau & Llanfihangel y Pennant in Merioneth)

The Church Building:

Part of east end of medieval church survived the nineteenth century rebuilding; ... there was a triple lancet window similar to the one at Beddgelert which suggests that it was built by the same hands. This is consistent with the evidence that the parish was served by the canons of the priory. (C A Gresham, 1973, Eifionydd, p 61)

This large parish had a detached portion in Llecheiddior  where the priory had two small farms.  At some date, probably soon after the Reformation, the parts of Lanfihangell y Pennant parish which lay east of the Moel Hebog range - the Prior's Land and the hamlet of Oerrwr - were cut off and given to Beddgelert parish. 

(C A Gresham, Parish of Beddgelert, TCHS, 1969 p 25)

Beddgelert Priory land in the Pennant township: 

Llewelyn Fawr [ruling Gwynedd c 1201-d 1240] granted to Beddgelert 

'all the land of Cynddelw Llwyd of Pennant' 

(Record of Caernarvon p 116)  * (see 1283 confirming charter of Edward 1)

The Lord David [ruled Gwynedd 1240-46] granted … all the lands in Eifionydd 

1) of Adoer in Pennant* ;

2) of Tegwared fab Gwair of Pennant* ;

3) which they had of Iorwerth fab +yr Offeiriad and Scornal in Pennant* .

+ a priest of where - Beddgelert?

* two of these four were Traian in Cwm Ystradllyn and Maes y llech in Pennant. (Record of Caernarvon p166; Gresham p 64)

In 1580 the upper part of Traian farm  was described as "the land sometymes belonging to the Priory of Bethkilhart". (C A Gresham, Eifionydd, 1973, p 47) 

In 1268/9 : Llewelyn ap Gruffydd [sole ruler of Gwynedd 1255-1282] granted  

1) the land and the place of Beddgelert;

2) all the lands of the sons of Ithel of Pennard;
3) all the land of the men of Trefan in Cenin fynydd and Llecheiddior.

(Record of Caernarvon p 166; See Gresham p 202-4)


4) all their (Beddgelert) lands at Ymwlch in Eifionydd; [in the detached portion of the township of Pennant]. (Littere Wallie, pp 58-9) (Gresham 1973 p 61)
c 1291 : Taxation of Nicholas : Goods of the Priory of Bethkellard
The Prior has the grange of Lecheydor and Ippennant with part of the mills, two carucates of land........................................................................30s 0d    3s 0d

Also he has the grange of Fenhide and the vill of Geibi with the commodities

................................................................................................. 42s 0d    4s  2.5d

1399 is the date of a papal letter supporting its appeal for alms to repair dilapidation.1399 8 Kal. April at St Peter's Rome. 10 Boniface IX. [Pope from 1389-1404]

Relaxation of three years and three quadragene of enjoined penance to penitents who on the principal feasts of the year and those of SS Philip & James, St Jerome. St Nidan & St Kawrda, confessors, and St Michael the Archangel, and on All Saints, and the octaves of certain of them; and of a hundred days to those who on the said octaves visit and give alms for the repair of the church of the Augustinian priory of Valley (Vallis) St Mary, Bedthkelert, in the diocese of Bangor, whose house, as well as its church is in need of repair.' Univ. Christfid. etc. Licet is.

(Cal of Papal Registers, Papal letters, V (1396-1404), [Lateran Regesta, vol LXIX ]

p 245; C A Gresham, 1973, Eifionydd, p 64)

St Michael the Archangel: 29 Sept. Llanfihangel y Penant

1504    The prior & the canons of Bethkelert served the cure of souls in the parishes of Abererch, Dolwyddelan, and Llanidan, and they were responsible for Llanfihangel y Pennant, the parish in which their priory stood and Llanfair-is-gaer with Betws Garmon. (Return for the diocese of Bangor to Archbishop Warham; C A Gresham, 1973, Eifionydd, p 65)

Lewis ap Moris said that “there were dyvers and many Chapells and parsonages appropriate belonging to the said late priorie of Bethkilhert which the said late monastery was bounde to serve. And for that the said late monastery was a house of very small possessions the Canons of the said late monastery (except 2 or 3) did for the most part serve abroade out of the said monastery in other places that is to say in the Chapells and parsonages appropriate which they did for and towards the better maintenance of their sociale livings and some of them did for the better maintenance of their livings did serve the cure of other parsonages and vicarages.

(C A Gresham, 1973, Eifionydd, p 67-8)

1535 : The spiritualities held by Beddgelert in the county of Caernarvon were the rectories of Beddgelert, Llanfihangell, Aber-erch, Llanfair-is-gaer with Betws Garmon and Dolwyddelan. ( C A Gresham, Parish of Beddgelert, TCHS,1969 p 23) 

1535: Rectory of Llanfihangell y Pennant (Valor Ecclesiasticus, vol 6 pxix Ysionydd )

In Spiritualities in the county of Caernarvon. Rectory of Bethkelhert, 

in the Deanery of Evionydd, value
In the gross in common years by the scrutiny & examination of the  
£6 13s 4d

Commissioners

Rectory of Llanviangell y Pennant in the aforesaid Deanery, value in

Tithes & other profits of the Church in that place
£7 5s 8d

Glebe land in the vill of Llechither


  18s 4d

Glebe land in the vill of Penant


  13s


£8 17s 0d

(Arch. Camb., 1847, pp 164-5)

1535 Valor Ecclesiasticus: Vol 6, pages xiv-xxxvi.

Diocese of Bangor: Tax of the first fruits of the churches of Bangor diocese Bishop of Bangor owes as much as those livings belonging to it.

1535 Archdeaconry of Merionyth: 

Deanery of Evionyth:

Llanfihangell y Penant
vj li. x s.

9 entries ranging from 11 shillings to 12 marks

[Deanery of Ardudwy: Llanvrethen
viij marcs]

23 entries ranging from 6 - 37 marks. (1535 Valor Ecclesiasticus: Vol 6, p xv)

1535 Archdeaconry of Merioneth:

Deanery of Evion.

R de Llan vihangell ypenant

£4 10s.

5 entries ranging from £4 10s - £11 13s 4d. (1535 Valor Ecclesiasticus: Vol 6, p xvi)

1535 Heading of section incomplete:

Monastery of St Mary of Bethkylhert - only in the hand of the Lord King.


Archdeaconry of Anglesey; Deanery of Menai & Malltraeth:

chapels of Llanedan, Llanedwen, Llanddeynyiol vab & Llan vair in y comote

attached to the said monastery.


Archdeaconry of Merionyth, deanery of Efionydd:

Llanfihangel in y penant is attached to the said monastery.


Archdeaconry of Bangor: Deanery of Iscor & Uchaf in Arvon:

Llanvair Isgayre & Bettus Garmon is attached to the same monastery.


Deanery of Issaphe & Nanconwy:

Chapel of Dolwethelan is likewise attached to the said monastery.



(1535 Valor Ecclesiasticus: Vol 6, Page xvi)

1535 Archdeaconry of (Meri)onnyth: 

Deanery of Ysionydd: attached to Bethkelhert:

Rectory of Llanvihangell y pennant

vj marcs x s.

belonging to the monastery of Bethkelhert in the hands of the Lord King.

(1535 Valor Ecclesiasticus: Vol 6, Page xix)

1535; At Beaumaris on the 1st day of June in the 27th year of King Henry VIII. Archdeaconry of Merioneth in Bangor diocese: M William Roberte Bachelor in both the lawes, Archdeacon ther by the oothe of Sir Thomas Davide his officiall which Sir Thomas dothe certifie upon his oothe that the intire value of his Archdeaconry by yearly estimacion as calculated annualy be as he can esteme as hereafter foloweth:

Annuall aforesaid revenue:

…. Llan vihangell Penant 
ij s. ij d. gifts and iijd part gifts.

…. Llanvrothen

xx d. (1535 Valor Ecclesiasticus: Vol 6, p xxi)

1535 Beddgelert Net income £69. (Bardsey: £46; Penmon: £40; Conway : £162; 

Cymer : £51)  (Glanmor Williams, 1962, The Welsh Church from Conquest to Reformation, Appendix B p 560)

Sources of bishop’s income:

Spiritualities: income from appropriated churches, pensions from other churches, tithes, synodals, procurations …. (These last two were paid by houses in possession of appropriated parishes; 2-3% of gross income. p 371)

Temporalities: revenue derived from the episcopal estates. (Glanmor Williams, 1962, The Welsh Church from Conquest to Reformation, p271, 274)

1535: before 7 May: The Priory of Beddgelert was in the King‘s hand. The Prior David Conway was dead before 1535; there was said to be no one to take his place and the priory became the property of the King who thus received the rents from tenants. 

“Lewis ap Morris said that Dafydd Conway died a little while before the passing of the statute to dissolve the smaller monastic houses, when the priory remained empty for a short while until it was taken by the King under the force of that statute. He denied all the evidence that Dafydd Conway was not legally Prior of Beddgelert and a 

professed canon, and claimed that he was lawfully elected and lawfully granted leases”. (C A Gresham, Eifionydd, 1973, p 67-8)

On 15 January 1536, Greenwich : King Henry VIII granted Beddgelert to the Abbey of Chertsey in Surrey in exchange for the manor of Chabham etc. granted to John abbot of St Peter, Chertsey by their chater dated 1 May 27 Henry VIII (1535).

John Corderey, the abbot and the convent of St Peter, Chertsey, Surrey. 

Mortmain grant of the ground, site, etc of the monastery of St Mary, Beethkilhert, Anglesea, and all those messuages, 100 acres of land, 40 acres of pasture, 3 acres of meadow, 100 acres of wood and £6 rent; all the messuages etc in the vills, fields etc of Tresbyerth, Llandam (?), Treverth, Anglesea, and in Penarth Pont Dolewethlan Ebererche Llanvairisgaer in Beethkylhart and Woytheer, Carnarvon, which David Conway, the late prior held in right of the said priory; with the patronage of the churches, vicarages, chapels and chantries of Beethkylhart Llanyddan, Dolongand alias Dolithlond, Llanwaye (?Llanfihangel), Abberagh and Bettus, in Anglesea and Carnarvon.

This grant is made in exchange for the following possessions granted to the King by John the abbot and the convent of St Peter, Chertsey, by their charter dated 1 May (1535) 27 Henry VIII. Viz: …. the Manor of Chatham ……. With the annual rent of £6 13s 4d. Greenwich, 15 Jan 27 Henry VIII. (Enrolled 1 Jan).

(Henry VIII Letters & Papers Foreign & Domestic, vol X [1536] ms 226. 17 page 80)

1537 Dec 18 : Granted to the newly founded Benedictine monastery of Bisham with all possessions of the late Abbey of Chertsey (Surrey) Benedictine (Black) monks - Cherstey was re-established at Bisham. These possessions included chantries at ...... Bethkilhert in addition to possessions at ..... Bethekilhart. Bisham new foundation. Charter for the foundation (on the site of the late priory of Bisham alias Bisham Mountague alias Bustelesham, Berks, now dissolved, granted to the King by William, bishop of St David’s, late commendatory prior of the same, and the convent there by their new charter dated 5 July 28 Henry VIII), of a new monastery to consist of  one abbot and 13 monks of the Benedictine order, to pray for the good estate of the King and for the soul of the late Queen Consort Jane, etc, to be called King Henry the Eighth’s new monastery of Holy Trinity of Bustelesham. John Cordrey, monk of the above order, to be the abbot. Also grant (in consideration that the said John Cordrey, late abbot and the convent of  the late monastery of St Peter, Chartesey, Surrey, by their charter dated 6 July 29 Henry VIII, granted to the King their said monastery all its possessions in England and Wales) of incorporation to the said new monastery, with the privilege to the abbot to wear a mitre like any other abbot of that order in England, and of the following possessions, viz:

1) Possessions of the late priory of Bisham ………

2) Possessions of the late abbey of Chertsey ………

… the late priory of Cardigan, S Wales, (which belonged to Chertsey), with the rectory of Cardigan, and all possessions of the priory;

… The late priory of St Mary Beechekilhart alias Bethelkellard, Carnarvon, Wales (which belonged to Cherstey), with all its possessions in Tresburth, Llandam, and Treberth, in co Anglesea, Penarth, Penant, Delewethlond, Eberererighe, Llanvairisgar, Bethekilhart and Wayther, in co Carnarvon, or elsewhere, and the rectories, vicarages and rights of patronages, of the churches, vicarages, chapels and chantries of Bethkilhart, Llanyddan, Dologand alias Dologheland, Llanaure, Llanveugle (?Llanfihangel), Abberagh, and Bettus, in cos Anglesea and Carnarvon. (Henry VIII Letters & Papers Foreign & Domestic, vol 12 part II [1537] ms 1311 [22] page 469).

Llanvair is gaer, Bethkelert, Abererch, Dolwythelan & Llanfihangel y Penant : which five parishes with their chapels belonging to Bethkelert Priory were, on the annexing of that priory to Bisham Abbey, co Berkshire, for some time part of the possessions thereof, till the general Dissolution as may be seen in the Monasticon Vol 3, P 21. Llanidan belonged to Bethkelert , and so for some time to Bisham.

(Browne Willis, 1721, Survey of the Cathedral Church of Bangor, p327-8)

1539 The dissolution of the greater religious houses was ordered.

1538 June 18 : Dissolution of Bisham Abbey, along with Beddgelert priory; Llanfihangel y Pennant was now a parish church without monastic links.

It is difficult to estimate the extent of the loss to parishes where, the tithe having been appropriated to monasteries, vicarages had not been established prior to the dissolution, as the sums ultimately  charged on the impropriated tithe for the carrying on of services were calculated at a fixed basis without any provision for adjustment to meet the altering value of money, with the result that the annual income so reserved in course of time became entirely inadequate. (A I Pryce, 1939, TAAS, p56-7, The Reformation in the Diocese of Bangor as illustrated by the Records.)

In the Marian period (1553-58) 16 married clergy in the Diocese of Bangor were deprived of the livings;  four ousted clergy seemed to have regained their position, including Abererch and Llanfrothen. Maybe during the bishoprick of the tolerant Rowland Meyrick (1559-1565) (A I Pryce, 1923, Diocese of Bangor During the Sixteenth Century p xx, xxiv)

c1553: Compl. Angharrade Vershone {? Verch Sion}, widow.


Defs. Hughe ap Robert ap William and one other.

David Conway, Prior of Bethkylhart, demised certain lands in parish of St Michael, Pennant. By conventual’s seal, 12 June 4 Henry VIII (c1513) to Ryce ap Evan ap Howell, 80 years (40 years to run) who left them by will to compl. his wife, for life, tenements called Bulkwin and Pandrynyog. Compl. also had possession of certain copyholds, otherwise bond lands, called Gavell the geryn, according to the custom of manor of Llegheyddiok, at lord’s will.

Def entered into all these lands, def makes no claim to demised lands, as to bond lands, compl.’s husband demised them by will to his son, Ieuan ap Ryce, who entered and on whose death they descended to his son, Lewes ap Evan ap Ryce, who is but thirteenth years of age, and has Def. as guardian. ( B A Rp).
(Records of Court of Augmentations relating to Wales & Monmouthshire. Lewis & Conway Davies 1954 p 62; 519/44-6)

Priory lands in Pennant township:


1. Llewelyn Fawr granted to Beddgelert  'all the land of Cynddelw Llwyd of Pennant' *. This was probably  land in the large free township of Pennant in Eifionydd, where the priory was situated in its easternmost corner. Several small pieces of lands in Pennant belonged to the priory at its dissolution.


2. The Lord David - probably Dafydd ap Llewelyn who ruled Gwynedd 1240-46, OR Dafydd ap Gruffydd granted all the lands in Eifionydd 

1) of Adoer in Pennant* ;

2) of Tegwared fab Gwair of Pennant* ; Gwely Gwair, one of the free gwely listed in the Record of Caernarfon (p167) in 1352, for the township of Pennant with hamlet of Llecheiddior, was named after Gair. Tegwared fab Gwair may have been his son, and that some of their lands may have been in Cwm Ystradllyn, where were the priory holdings. (C A  Gresham, Eifionydd, 1973, p7)

3) which they had of Iorwerth fab +yr Offeiriad* and Scornal in Pennant* .

+ a priest of where - Beddgelert? In 1352 the prior was John de Leyn.

* two of these four (or the above grant of Cynddelw Llwyd)  were Traian in Cwm Ystradllyn and Maes y llech in Pennant. (Record of Caernarvon p166; C A Gresham, 1973, Eifionydd, p 64)

In 1580 : " The land sometymes belonging to the Priory of Bethkilhart - upper part of Traian farm". (C A Gresham, Eifionydd, 1973, p 47)


Tir y Prior : In the 12th century a part of the Braich y bib district on the north west side of Cwm Ystradllyn, below the lake, extending into the wide grassy cwm between the ridges of Braich y cornor and Moel Isallt, was escheat to the princes of Gwynedd, and was given by one of them to the Augustinian Priory of Beddgelert. (C A Gresham, 1973, Eifionydd, p 11) Tir y Prior lay on the south-east side of Cae’r ffridd, and that is the location of the farm now called Traian. (C A Gresham, 1973, Eifionydd, p 13) 

1525 : The lease on this land, known as Tir y Prior, was inherited about 1525 by Robert ap Einion from his uncle Meredudd. The land became crown land under the statute for the dissolution of the monasteries, but the Crown continued to honour the lease in force by grant of the last prior. 

ca 1570 Robert's grandson, Hugh ap John ap Robert married a daughter of Richard ap Elise who was the tenant of Tir y Prior. Moris ap Elise held the land formerly belonging to the Priory at Maes y llech, on the other side of the river, and both were doubtless the sons of Elise of Clenennau. 

Soon after 1571 Tir y Prior, held by Richard ap Elise, was sold by the Crown to Lord Cheney, who passed it on to John Salisbury, who sold it in 1575 to Cadwaladr ap Meredudd of Y Wenallt in Nanhwynain. In 1582 Hugh ap John ap Robert succeeded in completing the consolidation of his lands around Braich y bib by the purchase of Tir y Prior from Cadwaladr’s son, Thomas ap Cadwaladr of Glasfryn Fawr. (C A Gresham, 1973, Eifionydd, p 10-14; NLW, Dolfriog Deeds 152)


re Maes y llech, Clenennau : At an early period a part of the lands north of Llyn Du had become escheat and fallen into the hands of the princes of Wales; by one of them it was given to the religious community at Beddgelert. When parishes and townships were laid out  in the twelfth century this land belonging to the monks was made into a detached portion of the parish of Llanfihangel y Pennant and the township of Pennant, in which district the rest of their land lay, and it had the general name of Maes y llech.

In 1536 when the monastic land was taken by the Crown, Elise's son Moris, was tenant of Maes y llech by a lease from the Prior of Beddgelert.

About 1574 it was bought by William Maurice's brother, John Wyn, who entailed it under the names of Llaeth Fynydd and Yr Ynys Ddreiniog. Later it was sold to Clenennau with the exception of a small part near the lake, afterwards called Cae Tindew, which went to Brynkir. Clenennau rearranged the boundaries to make the modern farms of Ereiniog, Ynys Wen, Caeau Gwynion and Maes y llech. 

(C A Gresham, Eifionydd, 1973, p 36-7)


3. In 1240-1246 Dafydd ap Llewelyn bestowed on Beddgelert priory some lands in Pennant Gwernorgan, belonging to Tudur ap Madoc, to which the prince had no right; this occasioned a suit (in 1289) between the sons of Tudur and Philip, Prior of the House, at Caernarvon, when a verdict was given against the convent. 

(Rev P B Williams, 1821, Tourist's Guide through the county of Caernarvon p 138-9; Cal of Inquisitions Misc, 1916, i p 416; D Stephenson, The Governance of Gwynedd, 1984, p 99) This land was therefore lost to the priory in 1289.

In 1573 the lands of the priory were sold by the Crown (Elizabeth I ) to Lord Cheney; 

The annual value of those in Anglesey being given as £2 2s 9d and in Caernarfon shire £8 12s 4d, the tenure to be in socage. 

On 18 April the Inquisition for the lands in Caernarvonshire was taken before Robert Turbridge at Caernarvon and the names of tenants and annual rents were as follows:

TUTHIN Y LLAN or Y PRIORDIE in Pennant- Kadwalador Gruff ap Robert-7s 8d

HAVOD RUFFIDD in Pennant & Cader yr ychen in Pennarth - Ludovicus ap Mores Gethin and Gwervil vz Gruff - 53s. 4d.

MELLIONEN in Pennant 
- Owen Wynne, armiger - 40s.

COMCLOCH in Pennant 
- Davith ap Robert - 33s. 4d. 

MAES Y LLECH in Pennant- Morcus ap Elissa, armiger - 3s 4d

BRAICH Y BEB in Pennant - Ricardus ap Elissa - 6s 8d

Unnamed tenement in LLECHEIDIOR - Robert ap Res ap Ieaun ap Hoell and Ricardus ap Hoell ap Res and others - 18s

unnamed tenement in DOLWYDDELAN - Moricus Wynne, armiger - 5s

TITHIN Y MEIRCH in Abererch - Margaret Conway, widow and Rowland Byby her undertenant - 5s 4d

Two acres in LLANFAIR 
- Mauricus Wynne, armiger - 8d

(PRO Court of Exchequer, 318/2310) (C A Gresham, Eifionydd, 1973, p 69)

1575 1575 Jan 29. Grant in fee simple to John Dudley and John Ayscough of the reversions and rents of the lands etc comprised in leases as follows:

vi) By patent,  20 Feb 3 Eliz (1561): to John Tamworthe, of the house and site of Bethkelhart priory, co Carnarvon, formerly of the monastery of Bisham alias Buselesham, co Berks., and afterwards granted to Anne of Cleves, (with all  possessions of the priory then or late in the tenure of John Gough in the counties of Carnarvon and Anglesey or elsewhere in North Wales) for 21 years  from Michaelmas then last at a yearly rent of £42 (for all the premises) 

(Cal of Patent Rolls Eliz Part V C 66/1127, page 448 vi)

1575 page 449  Also grant of ……

6) lands (named with tenants’ names) in Tree Yr Beirthe, co Anglesey, formerly of the monastery of Bysham alias Bustlesham and afterwards granted to Anne of Cleve; 

7) the house and site of Bethkelert priory and lands (named with tenants names) in Pennaunte, Pennarthe, Llechidiour, Deleweddelan, Aberche and Llanvaier, co Carnarvon, all late of the said priory, and yearly rents of 42s 9d and £8 12s 4d, parcel of the rent of £42 specified in vi) above.

In consideration of divers lands in the Isle of Sheppey co Kent, bargained and sold to 

the Crown by Henry Cheyne, knight, Lord Cheyne, and at his request. By Q.

(Cal of Patent Rolls Eliz Part V C 66/1127, page 449, 450)

On 16 February 1575 the bargain and sale enrolled is recorded between 

1. John Duddeley and John Ayscough, esqs. and 

2. John Salesburye of Ruyge esq. and Henry Dynne of Heydon, co Norfolk, gent.  Bargain and Sale enrolled of messuages and tenements called 


Tythen Ath-, Tythin y Prior, Tythin Yskibor, Tythin Jevan Gethin, Tythin Gov-, Tirr Jevan Duy, Tirr Meredydd ap Jevan ap Atha, Terr Kyner ap Jevan Gathara, Terr Llewke verch David ap Plethin, Terr Llinowe, Terr Nest verch Tegwared, Terr Marche Wylym, Y Botraws, Terr Gladys verch Jevan ap David, Terr Eva verch Jevan ap David and Terr Meredydd ap Hoell ap Jevan, ?all t'ship treeyrbeirth , co Anglesey;


Capital messuage, formerly of Priory of Bethkelert, messuage or t'ments called 
Tuthin y Llon, alias Y Priordye and Meillionen, t'ments called Comcloche and Maies y llecha and t’ment called Braycha y beb, all in township Pennant, co Carnarvon.


Messuage or t’ments in occ of Morrice Wynne, Esq, in t'ship Dolwyddelan;     

   
Messuage or t’ments called Tythyn y wenith, t'ship Aberche; 

Two parcels of land in Llanfair (county not stated) area about 2 acres;


And rents of 42/9d pa and £8-12-4d p.a.;    


T’ments called Maes Arge, Tythin y R-, and Tythen Jevan ap Atha, all t’ship Treeyrbeirth;


T’ments called Havod Ruffidd and Cader yr Ychen, in t'ships Pennant & Pennarth co Carnarvon;

Messuages or t’ments called Kaer yr bedo alias Kay yr Bedy, Llaneltid and Tythin yarth Bledin alias Garth ---, all t’ship Llaneltid;


Part of t’ment called Keven Cryan, t’ship Dolgelley;


Messuage & t’ment called Eskernira Cwmkelly, t’ship Cwmcadian, cos Merioneth & Montgomery;


And messuage or t’ment called Kevannethva ---, t’ship Redcrewe.

Latin. Decayed. (GAS, XD/2 Newborough [Glynllifon] ms 1337;  NLW Rug 612 )


1573, 1575: Sale by the Crown of Tir y Prior to Lord Cheney who sold it to John Salisbury who sold it to Cadwalader ap Maredudd of Y Wenallt in Nanhwynain.

(See C A Gresham, Eifionydd, 1973, p 13)

1577 Dec 20. Lessee, Owen ap Robert Owen (Late priory of Berkellet otherwise Berkellerte, late Abbey of Bisham, co Berks, after parcel of possession of Lady Anne of Cleves for life) various spiritualities, namely the rectories of Berthkellert, Llanviangell y Pennant, Llanvair Isgair and Bettws, rectory of Aberch with chapel at Kynvill (Penrhos), and chapel of Doleweddelan. £9 7s 8d. 

Rent £37 4s 11d. Fine 2 years’ rent. 21 years. 

Note that the Priory of Berkellert whereof premises were parcel, was granted to John Tamworth esq., l.p. 20 Feb 3 Eliz 21 years. £42 p.a., whereof there is purchased of late  £10 15s 10d p.a., remaining £31 4s 11d. (Records of Court of Augmentations relating to Wales & Monmouthshire. Lewis & Conway Davies 1954 p 289)

1578 April 17:  Lease for 21 years to Owen ap Roberte Owen [of Llaneugrad co A] of 

(1) all the spiritualities late belonging to Berkellet alias Berkellert priory in the county of Carnarvon and the rectory of Berthkellert, the rectory of Llanviagell y Penaunt, the rectory of Llanvar Isgair and Bettus, the rectory of Aberch, the chapel of Kynvill (Penrhos)  and the chapel of Doloweddelan, co Carnarvon, and 

(2) the rectory of Llanydan, the rectory of Lloinedwyn, the rectory of Llaneniell Vab and the rectory of Llanvayer y Comot, co Anglesey, all late of the said priory of Berkellet, once belonging to the monastery of Bysham alias Bustlesham, co. Berks, and afterwards granted to Anne of Cleves for life; with reservations; from Michaelmas last; yearly rents (1) £9 7s 8d and (2) £21 17s 3d. In consideration of the surrender by the said Owen in respect of the premises of a patent, 20 Feb., 3 Eliz., leasing to John Tamworth the house and site of Bethkilhart priory and all lands then or late in the tenure of John Gough in the counties of Carnarvon and Anglesey or elsewhere in North Wales once of the said priory for 21 years from Michaelmas then next at a yearly rent of £42; and for a fine of £62 9s 10d paid at the Exchequer.

By p.s. (Cal of Patent Rolls 1577-78, C66/1167, ms 2878, page 434)

Owen ap Robert ap Owen, of Parciau, Llaneugrad (whose will was proved Dec 5, 1608) married three times. His first wife was Elin, daughter of John ap Rhys ap Ieuan ap Llewelyn ap Dafydd Goch, of Trefeilir, (Griffith’s Pedigrees p1) and they had five children. One of these, Catherine, was the first wife of Thomas ap Hugh Gwyn of Bodfel (Hugh Gwyn Bodfel’s will was proved P.C.C. Jan 28, 1611). (Griffith’s Pedigrees p171). 

Catherine was co-heiress of Owen ap Robert, who was  the sixth son of Owen ap Meyrick of Bodeon and Bodsilin. Thomas Bodfel was HSC 1609, and their first son was Sir John Bodfel, Knt. of Bodfel, HSA 1610, HSC 1622, and died in 1631. 

In 1612 John Bodfel was successful at court in retaining as part of Catherine’s marriage settlement, the inheritance of the rectories of Berthkellert, Llanviangell y Pennant, Llanvair Isgair and Bettws, rectory of Aberch with chapel at Kynvill (Penrhos), and chapel of Doleweddelan. (Exchequer Proceedings concerning Wales; James 1; 144/72/9; Anglesey p 13)

1582 Jan 25: Grant in fee simple to Edmund Downynge and Peter Ashton of the following lands, rents and tithes (tenants named), yearly values as specified: ………

The rectory and advowson of Penmon, Anglesey, late of Penmon priory (32s 4d);

The rectories of, and tithes in, Beddgelert, Llanfihangell y pennant, Llanvairisgaer, Bettws and Abererch, the chapels of, and tithes in, Cynvil (Penrhos) and Dolwyddelan, Caernarvonshire, the rectories of, and tithes in, Llanidan, Llanedwen, Llanddaniel Fab and Llanfair y Cwmwd, Anglesey, and the advowsons of Beddgelert, Abererch and Llanidan, all late of  Bisham monastery, Berkshire. (£31 4s 11d).

[and many more]

The grantees are charged with the following yearly payments:

… 40s as stipend for a curate in Penmon, 20s to the bishop of Bangor and 8s 4d to the archdeacon of Anglesey for synodals and procurations, etc etc

In consideration of the surrender of certain rectories and tithes of the yearly value of £58 4s 3d., granted to Downynge and Ashton, by patent, 27 Oct last. (See 23 above). By P.S. (Cal Patent Rolls Eliz 1 vol X, page 250-1;ms 1876, C66/1219. 24 Eliz 1.; Patent Rolls, 20 Eliz) [They were also granted the priory's lands/churches in Anglesey - Parry, 1848, Cambrian Mirror p 193]   

1612 : (9 Jac. I) As part of a marriage settlement between Katheren, daughter of Owen ap Robert  Owen of Llaneugrad, co Anglesey, (who would have now been 84 years old) and Thomas Bodfel, heir of Hugh Gwynne of Bodvell circa 1580, their son John Bodfel had, by Owen ap Robert, been assured the " inheritance of the rectories and parsonages impropriate of Bethkellert, Llanyhangell y Pennant, Llanvaier Ysgaer, Bettus and Abererch and chapels of Kynvile (Penrhos) and Dolewethelan". The executors of the will of Owen ap Robert Owen were plaintiffs & the Bodfels were the defendants at the Exchequer. The defendants were successful.

(Exchequer Proceedings concerning Wales; James I; 144/72/9; Anglesey p13)

[Owen ap Robert of Bodavon Esq, … now 80 years of age … in 1608 - in Exchequer Proceedings concerning Wales, James 1 Anglesey page 6; PRO Exchequer proceedings 5 Jac 1, 144/57/5]

Plts. William Owen of Bodavon & Jane his wife, executrix of the will of Owen ap Robert Owen, on behalf of the said Jane, and Ellin Owen, her daughter, an infant of 5.

Defts. Thomas, Henry & John Bodvell. (Documents R.A.A.)

BILL: The marriage of Thomas Bodevell, son of Hugh Gwynne of Bodvell, to Katheren, daughter of Owen ap Robert Owen. The indenture of 22 Eliz I that Hugh Gwynne convey all his lands to Thomas Bodvell & his heirs upon the body of Katheren, and that Owen ap Robert (Owen) demise his lands to Katheren & her heirs by Bodvell. Entry of Owen ap Robert & Hugh Gwynne into bonds of £4,000 to perform the covenant. The death of Katheren leaving as issue John Bodvell. Refusal of Hugh Gwynne to effect the agreement though Owen ap Robert had already assured to John Bodvell the “inheritance of the rectories and parsonages impropriate of Bethkellert, Llanyhangell y Pennant, Llanvaier Ysgaer, Bettus and Abererch and chapels of Kynvile (Penrhos) and Dolewethelan". The refusal of Sir Henry Bagnall, Marshall of Ireland, to bestow his daughter in marriage on John Bagnall ?? until Owen ap Robert entered into certain covenants on a bond of £5,000, Sir Henry not trusting “the accustomed loose and uncivil dealing of Hugh Gwynne”. Advance of £100 by Owen ap Robert to finance the marriage. Gwynne received £1,000 after the marriage was solemnised but failed to perform his part of the covenant and Owen ap Robert was sued by Dame Ellinor Bagnall on his bond of £5,000. Bequest by Owen ap Robert of the remainder of his estate to plt. Jane.

Multiplicity of suits by defts. V plts including one bond of £4,000 in the High Court of Pleas.

Answer: Owen ap Robert did not perform his part of the original covenant & defts. are justified in suing him on his bond of £4,000.

(Exchequer Proceedings concerning Wales; James I; 144/72/9; Anglesey p13)

On 2 July 1614 a grant of the reversion of t'ments and lands  is recorded between 

1. Frances Dynne of the Inner Temple, London, gent., cousin & next heir of Henry Eynne, [Dynne] decd., late of Heyden, co Norfolk, gent. and 

2. William Salesbury of Rug, esq.    

Maes Arge, Tythin yr ?Rrun, Tythen Athe, Tythin y Prior, Tythin Yskibor, Tythin Jevan Gethin, Tythin Gorngilug-, Tythin Grono David, Tirr Jevan Day, Tirr Meredydd ap Jevan ap Atha, 

lands of Kyner ap Jevan Gathara, Lleiske verch David ap Plethin, Llinowe, Nest  Egwaret, Marche Wylym, Y Botraws, lands of Gladis verch Jevan ap David, and Eva verch Jevan ap David and Maddock ap Howell ap Jevan dae, all t'ship treyrbeyrth , co Anglesey, late parcels of the priory of Bethkellert;


The site of the capital messuage of Priory of Bethkelert, lands, t'ments etc called Tythin y Llan, alias Y Priordy, Havod Ruffidd and Cader yr Ychen,  Meillionen, Comcloche, Maes y lleche and Brayche y beb, all t'ship Pennant co Carnarvon.


Messuage or t‘mentsof Maurice Wynne, Esq, in t'ship Dolewethelan;     

   
Messuage or t’ments called Tythyn y wenith, t'ship Aberche; 


Two parcels of land, area 2 acres, in Llanfair;


rents of  42/9d pa and £8-12-4d issuing therefrom;    


Messuages or t’ments called Kaer yr bedo alias Kay yr Bedy, Llaneltid, house being built upon or near the churchyard wall, Tythin yarth Blodyn alias Garth blethin, all t’ship Llaneltid;


T’ment called Keven Cryan, t’ship Dolgelley;


Messuage & t’ment called Eskerneiran and Cwmkelly, t’ship Cwmkadian, cos Merioneth & Montgomery;


And messuage or t’ment called Keyanneth, t’ship Redarewe; all lands of the late monastery of Kymmer.

(GAS Newborough Rug 1342; NLW, Rug ms 1026)

1614 July 2: 1. Frances Dynne of the Inner Temple, London, gent., cousin & next heir of Henry Eynne, [Dynne] decd., late of Heyden, co Norfolk, gent. and 

2. William Salesbury of Rug, co Merioneth, Esq., 

GRANT  Bargain & Sale enrolled of messuages and lands being in the possession of the said Henry Dynne, deceased, in counties of Anglesey, Carnarvon, Merioneth & Montgomery. Stained. (NLW, Rug schedule, p97, ms 150; GAS Newborough [Glynllifon] ms 1343)

1631 : A letter to Lady Bodfel of Bodfel deals with the leases of the rectories of Abererch and Llanfihangel y Pennant. (NLW, Cal of Wynn Papers, ms 1557)

1631 : will of William Thomas mentions Robert Owen, clerk (of Llanfihangel?)

(T C Griffith, Achau ac Ewyllysiau Teulueodd De Sir Gaernarfon, 1989, p57)

1636 June 2: Will of Katherine verch Iuan (sic) of the parish of Bethkellert, widow. Bequeathed towards the reparation of the parish church of Bethkellert, 2s;
                     "
"
"
"  chapel of Llanfihangel y Pennant, 2s.

(NLW Dolfriog ms 51)

1642-1648
Civil War

1649-1660
Commonwealth

1660 

Restoration of the MONARCHY

1721: The Patron was the Bishop of Bangor. (A W Wade Evans, Parochiale Wallicanum, Y Cymmrodor, vol xxii, 1910, p 96)

1721  Churches & Chapells in the Diocese of Bangor:

Archdeaconry of Merioneth - Llavihangel y Penant. Stipendary Cure. Fanum Sancti (Browne Willis, 1721, Survey of the Cathedral Church of Bangor p 276)

It is possible that this refers to another Llanfihangel y Pennant, in Merioneth.

1721 July 28 Lease of possession of the rectories of Abererch, Llanfair Isgaer, Bethkelert, Llanfihangel, Dolrwythelan. (all former Beddgelert Priory lands)

Consideration : 5s.  
1. Thomas Wynne of Bodvean, Esq,

2. The Rt. Hon Charles Bodville, Earl of Radnor. (GAS Glynllifon ms 7250)


Thomas Wynn married the heiress of Glynllifon, which became the seat of the family of his grandson, Thomas Wynn, Lord Newborough.

1731 March 31: Resolution of a vestry meeting at the parish church of Llanfihangel y Pennant, co C , for the erection of a pew in the choir of the said church on the right thereof belonging to Braich y Bib, which is to be in length 2 yards 7 inches, in breadth 5 feet 4 inches, and in height 3 feet 6 inches or thereabouts.

Signed : Rowland Jones, clerk; William James, warden; John Morres, Robert David; Hugh Jones; John Parry.

Witnesses: Wm Wynne; David Ellis, clerk;

David Pirchard; Wm Wms.




(NLW Dolfriog ms 458)

1738/9 : First recorded presentation to it on its own. [Rev Rowland Jones received the living there; in 1755 he moved to Edern and he died in 1758.] (A I Pryce, The Diocese of Bangor During Three Centuries, p 24) 

It may have been served jointly with one of the Eifionydd Parishes. (C A Gresham, Parish of Beddgelert, TCHS, 1969 p 25)

1749 : No house for the incumbent. (The Diocese of Bangor during the Rise of Welsh Methodism, NLWJ XXI p 199) Fifty families living in the parish. (A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor During Three Centuries, p 166)

1752 April 7: Great Sessions for Caernarvon, at Carnarvon. 

Final Concord between Thomas Wilson, Gent. (plaintiff) and Bernard Wilson, DD, & Elizabeth his wife (Deforceants), when the deforceants acknowledged the Island of Bardsey, + 70 messuages, 10 cottages etc (in 25 parishes) and also the Rectories of Abererch, Penrhos, Llanfair Isgaer, Bethkelert, Bettws, Llanfihangel y Pennant, Dolrwythelan,  and all tithes, oblations, offerings, rents & pensions belonging to the rectories to be the property of the plaintiff. Consideration 900 marks.  

(GAS Glynllifon ms 7252) 

This document does not appear to fit into the pattern of ownership of the patronage of the former priory churches. It may be linked to a short term mortgage or loan.

1755: Vicar Evan Griffith, B A, on cessation of Rowland Jones. (A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor During Three Centuries, p 30)

1759: Vicar John Jones, B A, on the death of Evan Griffith. (A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor During Three Centuries, p 31)

1765: Vicar Robert Lloyd, B A, on the cessation of John Jones. (A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor During Three Centuries, p 33)

1769: Vicar Richard Lloyd. (A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor During Three Centuries, p 35)

1775: Licensed to Curacy - Evan Thomas of Llanfihangel y Pennant. (A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor During Three Centuries, p 114)

1781 Jan 20: 1. Rt Hon Thomas, Lord Newborough, Baron Newborough of Ireland; 

2. & 3. Includes creditors of Thomas Lord Newborough.

Mortgage & Assignment [demise for a term of 99 years] of the interest on a £40,000 from an estate in co Caerns., of the Glynllifon estate comprising … (very long list including) [page 184] Llechieddior, parish Llanfihangel y Pennant; rectory of Abererch, tithes of Perches (? Penrhos); rectory of Llanfair Isser, tithes & part of rectory of Llanfairisgae; rectorial tithes of Betts Garmon; [page 185] Cwmdock, parish of Beddgelert; Pant Drainog, parish of Llanfihangel y Pennant. … [all part of former priory of Beddgelert].
(GAS, Glynllifon ms 7265)

1782 : William Evans, Clerk, rector of Llanfihangell y Pennant named. (GAS, Hafod Ysputy ms 3)  

1788 Bishop’s Visitation. Clergy Return from Llanfihangel y Pennant, Eifionydd.

1. From Good Friday to Michaelmas Divine Service is performed twice every Sunday at 11 o’clock in the Welsh language with a sermon and at 4 o’clock in the same language without a sermon, the remainder of the year once every Sunday with a sermon.

2. Divine Service on weekdays, holidays Festivals that happen in the week? Yes.

3. Incumbent.

4. Serve no other cure.

5. Holy Sacrament - on the first Sunday in every month, on Good Friday, Easter day. Whitsunday and Christmas Day.

6. Usual number of communicants ; 240.

7. No papists.

8. Presbyterians, Independents, Anabaptists, Quaker etc - NO ANSWER

9. My parishioners do send their children to be catechised in Lent, but omit to send their servants, which catechism is expounded to tem.

10/11. Register books since 1761.

12. No chapels of ease.

13. We have a Terrier and a duplicate thereof hath been laid up in the Bishop’s Registry, and an augmentation hath happened since of £4 a year being the interest on £200 of Queen Anne’s Bounty.

14. No School.

15. No charity school.

16. The Churchwardens are chosen every year in Easter week, viz one by the Minister and ye other by the parishioners.

17. No house belongs to my cure. I reside within a measured mile of it and have no reason to be absent

18. Offertory money is given by the Minister and the Churchwardens.

19. W Evans, Vicar of Llanfihangel y Pennant, at Clenenney, near Penmorfa, Carnarvon. (NLW, Church in Wales, B/QA/10)

1806 : Beddgelert "had the tithes of the several parishes of Lanfair is gaer, Abereirch, Dolwyddelen, Llanfihangell y Pennant and Ceidio in Lleyn and Llanidan in Mona, towards its maintenance. How comfortably and securely must those monks have lived, having so rich a revenue for their support." (William Williams, A Survey of the Ancient and Present State of the County  of Caernarvonshire, 1806, in TCHS, 1978, p122)

1809-11: the church was described as a humble building. (E Hyde Hall, A Description of Carnarvonshire, TCHS, 1952, p 233)

1814: Vicar Edward Hughes, M A. (A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor During Three Centuries, p 54)

1817: Vicar Owen Jones, M A, on the death of William Evans. (A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor During Three Centuries, p 56)

1818: Vicar Edward Oldfield, B A. (A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor During Three Centuries, p 57)

1818 Priest & Deacon John Jones, B A, Jesus College, Cambridge. (A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor During Three Centuries, p 124)

1819: Deacon John Jones, B A, Jesus College, Cambridge. (A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor During Three Centuries, p 125)

1827: Vicar John Jones, M A, on the death of Owen Jones. (A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor During Three Centuries, p 62)

1828: Deacon John Caesar Owen, B A, Jesus College. (A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor During Three Centuries, p 128)

1834: The living is a perpetual curacy, in the archdeaconry of Merioneth and diocese of Bangor, endowed with £600 royal bounty, and £200 parliamentary grant, and in the patronage of the Bishop of Bangor. (W Lewis, 1834, A Topographical Dictionary of Wales) 

1837: Deacon John Jones Williams, B A, Jesus College. (A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor During Three Centuries, p 130)

ca 1840 : The church was rebuilt. (RCAHM)

1863:  Vicar Morris Parry, on the death of John Jones. (A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor During Three Centuries, p 76)

1869 Bishop’s Visitation: Queries & Answers: Llanfihangel y Pennant. Summary.

Revd Morris Parry, since 1863. Population in 1861: 753. No parsonage.

Sunday services- morning & afternoon; occasional weekday service.

Communion administered monthly, average number of communicants - 9. Average number of congregation 15-20. 2 schools in the parish, 25 in one & 40 in the other. No Sunday school. No collections. Church in good repair, (NLW, Church in Wales, B/QA/30) 

1888: Vicar Robert Arthur Williams, on the death of Morris Parry. (A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor During Three Centuries, p 88)

1891: John Owen, on the cessation of Robert Arthur Williams. (A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor During Three Centuries, p 89)

PENNANT TOWNSHIP / LLANFIHANGEL Y PENNANT LANDS

Llewelyn Fawr [ruling Gwynedd c 1201-d 1240] granted to Beddgelert 

'all the land of Cynddelw Llwyd of Pennant' 

(Record of Caernarvon p 116)  * (see 1283 confirming charter of Edward 1)

The Lord David [ruled Gwynedd 1240-46] granted … all the lands in Eifionydd 

1) of Adoer in Pennant* ;

2) of Tegwared fab Gwair of Pennant* ;

3) which they had of Iorwerth fab +yr Offeiriad and Scornal in Pennant* .

+ a priest of where - Beddgelert?

* two of these four were Traian in Cwm Ystradllyn and Maes y llech in Pennant. (Record of Caernarvon p166; Gresham p 64)

In 1580 the upper part of Traian farm  was described as "the land sometymes belonging to the Priory of Bethkilhart". (C A Gresham, Eifionydd, 1973, p 47) 

In 1268/9 : Llewelyn ap Gruffydd [sole ruler of Gwynedd 1255-1282] granted  

1) the land and the place of Beddgelert;

2) all the lands of the sons of Ithel of Pennard;
3) all the land of the men of Trefan in Cenin fynydd and Llecheiddior.

(Record of Caernarvon p 166; See Gresham p 202-4)


4) all their (Beddgelert) lands at Ymwlch in Eifionydd; [in the detached portion of the township of Pennant]. (Littere Wallie, pp 58-9) (Gresham 1973 p 61)
c 1291 : Taxation of Nicholas : Goods of the Priory of Bethkellard
The Prior has the grange of Lecheydor and Ippennant with part of the mills, two carucates of land........................................................................30s 0d    3s 0d

Also he has the grange of Fenhide and the vill of Geibi with the commodities

................................................................................................. 42s 0d    4s  2.5d

1535 : The spiritualities held by Beddgelert in the county of Caernarvon were the rectories of Beddgelert, Llanfihangell, Aber-erch, Llanfair-is-gaer with Betws Garmon and Dolwyddelan. ( C A Gresham, Parish of Beddgelert, TCHS,1969 p 23) 

1535: Rectory of Llanfihangell y Pennant (Valor Ecclesiasticus, vol 6 pxix Ysionydd )

In Spiritualities in the county of Caernarvon. Rectory of Bethkelhert, 

in the Deanery of Evionydd, value
In the gross in common years by the scrutiny & examination of the  
£6 13s 4d

Commissioners

Rectory of Llanviangell y Pennant in the aforesaid Deanery, value in

Tithes & other profits of the Church in that place
£7 5s 8d

Glebe land in the vill of Llechither


  18s 4d

Glebe land in the vill of Penant


  13s


£8 17s 0d

(Arch. Camb., 1847, pp 164-5)

On 15 January 1536, Greenwich : King Henry VIII granted Beddgelert to the Abbey of Chertsey in Surrey in exchange for the manor of Chabham etc. granted to John abbot of St Peter, Chertsey by their chater dated 1 May 27 Henry VIII (1535).

John Corderey, the abbot and the convent of St Peter, Chertsey, Surrey. 

Mortmain grant of the ground, site, etc of the monastery of St Mary, Beethkilhert, Anglesea, and all those messuages, 100 acres of land, 40 acres of pasture, 3 acres of meadow, 100 acres of wood and £6 rent; all the messuages etc in the vills, fields etc of Tresbyerth, Llandam (?), Treverth, Anglesea, and in Penarth Pont Dolewethlan Ebererche Llanvairisgaer in Beethkylhart and Woytheer, Carnarvon, which David Conway, the late prior held in right of the said priory; with the patronage of the churches, vicarages, chapels and chantries of Beethkylhart Llanyddan, Dolongand alias Dolithlond, Llanwaye (?Llanfihangel), Abberagh and Bettus, in Anglesea and Carnarvon.

This grant is made in exchange for the following possessions granted to the King by John the abbot and the convent of St Peter, Chertsey, by their charter dated 1 May (1535) 27 Henry VIII. Viz: …. the Manor of Chatham ……. With the annual rent of £6 13s 4d. Greenwich, 15 Jan 27 Henry VIII. (Enrolled 1 Jan).

(Henry VIII Letters & Papers Foreign & Domestic, vol X [1536] ms 226. 17 page 80)

1537 Dec 18 : Granted to the newly founded Benedictine monastery of Bisham with all possessions of the late Abbey of Chertsey (Surrey) Benedictine (Black) monks - Cherstey was re-established at Bisham. These possessions included chantries at ...... Bethkilhert in addition to possessions at ..... Bethekilhart. Bisham new foundation. Charter for the foundation (on the site of the late priory of Bisham alias Bisham Mountague alias Bustelesham, Berks, now dissolved, granted to the King by William, bishop of St David’s, late commendatory prior of the same, and the convent there by their new charter dated 5 July 28 Henry VIII), of a new monastery to consist of  one abbot and 13 monks of the Benedictine order, to pray for the good estate of the King and for the soul of the late Queen Consort Jane, etc, to be called King Henry the Eighth’s new monastery of Holy Trinity of Bustelesham. John Cordrey, monk of the above order, to be the abbot. Also grant (in consideration that the said John Cordrey, late abbot and the convent of  the late monastery of St Peter, Chartesey, Surrey, by their charter dated 6 July 29 Henry VIII, granted to the King their said monastery all its possessions in England and Wales) of incorporation to the said new monastery, with the privilege to the abbot to wear a mitre like any other abbot of that order in England, and of the following possessions, viz:

… The late priory of St Mary Beechekilhart alias Bethelkellard, Carnarvon, Wales (which belonged to Cherstey), with all its possessions in Tresburth, Llandam, and Treberth, in co Anglesea, Penarth, Penant, Delewethlond, Eberererighe, Llanvairisgar, Bethekilhart and Wayther, in co Carnarvon, or elsewhere, and the rectories, vicarages and rights of patronages, of the churches, vicarages, chapels and chantries of Bethkilhart, Llanyddan, Dologand alias Dologheland, Llanaure, Llanveugle (?Llanfihangel), Abberagh, and Bettus, in cos Anglesea and Carnarvon. (Henry VIII Letters & Papers Foreign & Domestic, vol 12 part II [1537] ms 1311 [22] page 469).

Priory lands in Pennant township:


1. Llewelyn Fawr granted to Beddgelert  'all the land of Cynddelw Llwyd of Pennant' *. This was probably  land in the large free township of Pennant in Eifionydd, where the priory was situated in its easternmost corner. Several small pieces of lands in Pennant belonged to the priory at its dissolution.


2. The Lord David - probably Dafydd ap Llewelyn who ruled Gwynedd 1240-46, OR Dafydd ap Gruffydd granted all the lands in Eifionydd 

1) of Adoer in Pennant* ;

2) of Tegwared fab Gwair of Pennant* ; Gwely Gwair, one of the free gwely listed in the Record of Caernarfon (p167) in 1352, for the township of Pennant with hamlet of Llecheiddior, was named after Gair. Tegwared fab Gwair may have been his son, and that some of their lands may have been in Cwm Ystradllyn, where were the priory holdings. (C A  Gresham, Eifionydd, 1973, p7)

3) which they had of Iorwerth fab +yr Offeiriad* and Scornal in Pennant* .

+ a priest of where - Beddgelert? In 1352 the prior was John de Leyn.

* two of these four (or the above grant of Cynddelw Llwyd)  were Traian in Cwm Ystradllyn and Maes y llech in Pennant. (Record of Caernarvon p166; C A Gresham, 1973, Eifionydd, p 64)

In 1580 : " The land sometymes belonging to the Priory of Bethkilhart - upper part of Traian farm". (C A Gresham, Eifionydd, 1973, p 47)


Tir y Prior : In the 12th century a part of the Braich y bib district on the north west side of Cwm Ystradllyn, below the lake, extending into the wide grassy cwm between the ridges of Braich y cornor and Moel Isallt, was escheat to the princes of Gwynedd, and was given by one of them to the Augustinian Priory of Beddgelert. (C A Gresham, 1973, Eifionydd, p 11) Tir y Prior lay on the south-east side of Cae’r ffridd, and that is the location of the farm now called Traian. (C A Gresham, 1973, Eifionydd, p 13) 

1525 : The lease on this land, known as Tir y Prior, was inherited about 1525 by Robert ap Einion from his uncle Meredudd. The land became crown land under the statute for the dissolution of the monasteries, but the Crown continued to honour the lease in force by grant of the last prior. 

ca 1570 Robert's grandson, Hugh ap John ap Robert married a daughter of Richard ap Elise who was the tenant of Tir y Prior. Moris ap Elise held the land formerly belonging to the Priory at Maes y llech, on the other side of the river, and both were doubtless the sons of Elise of Clenennau. 

Soon after 1571 Tir y Prior, held by Richard ap Elise, was sold by the Crown to Lord Cheney, who passed it on to John Salisbury, who sold it in 1575 to Cadwaladr ap Meredudd of Y Wenallt in Nanhwynain. In 1582 Hugh ap John ap Robert succeeded in completing the consolidation of his lands around Braich y bib by the purchase of Tir y Prior from Cadwaladr’s son, Thomas ap Cadwaladr of Glasfryn Fawr. (C A Gresham, 1973, Eifionydd, p 10-14; NLW, Dolfriog Deeds 152)


re Maes y llech, Clenennau : At an early period a part of the lands north of Llyn Du had become escheat and fallen into the hands of the princes of Wales; by one of them it was given to the religious community at Beddgelert. When parishes and townships were laid out  in the twelfth century this land belonging to the monks was made into a detached portion of the parish of Llanfihangel y Pennant and the township of Pennant, in which district the rest of their land lay, and it had the general name of Maes y llech.

In 1536 when the monastic land was taken by the Crown, Elise's son Moris, was tenant of Maes y llech by a lease from the Prior of Beddgelert.

About 1574 it was bought by William Maurice's brother, John Wyn, who entailed it under the names of Llaeth Fynydd and Yr Ynys Ddreiniog. Later it was sold to Clenennau with the exception of a small part near the lake, afterwards called Cae Tindew, which went to Brynkir. Clenennau rearranged the boundaries to make the modern farms of Ereiniog, Ynys Wen, Caeau Gwynion and Maes y llech. 

(C A Gresham, Eifionydd, 1973, p 36-7)


3. In 1240-1246 Dafydd ap Llewelyn bestowed on Beddgelert priory some lands in Pennant Gwernorgan, belonging to Tudur ap Madoc, to which the prince had no right; this occasioned a suit (in 1289) between the sons of Tudur and Philip, Prior of the House, at Caernarvon, when a verdict was given against the convent. 

(Rev P B Williams, 1821, Tourist's Guide through the county of Caernarvon p 138-9; Cal of Inquisitions Misc, 1916, i p 416; D Stephenson, The Governance of Gwynedd, 1984, p 99) This land was therefore lost to the priory in 1289.

In 1573 the lands of the priory were sold by the Crown (Elizabeth I ) to Lord Cheney; 

The annual value of those in Anglesey being given as £2 2s 9d and in Caernarfon shire £8 12s 4d, the tenure to be in socage. 

On 18 April the Inquisition for the lands in Caernarvonshire was taken before Robert Turbridge at Caernarvon and the names of tenants and annual rents were as follows:

TUTHIN Y LLAN or Y PRIORDIE in Pennant- Kadwalador Gruff ap Robert-7s 8d

HAVOD RUFFIDD in Pennant & Cader yr ychen in Pennarth - Ludovicus ap Mores Gethin and Gwervil vz Gruff - 53s. 4d.

MELLIONEN in Pennant 
- Owen Wynne, armiger - 40s.

COMCLOCH in Pennant 
- Davith ap Robert - 33s. 4d. 

MAES Y LLECH in Pennant- Morcus ap Elissa, armiger - 3s 4d

BRAICH Y BEB in Pennant - Ricardus ap Elissa - 6s 8d

Unnamed tenement in LLECHEIDIOR - Robert ap Res ap Ieaun ap Hoell and Ricardus ap Hoell ap Res and others - 18s

(PRO Court of Exchequer, 318/2310) (C A Gresham, Eifionydd, 1973, p 69)

1575 1575 Jan 29. Grant in fee simple to John Dudley and John Ayscough of the reversions and rents of the lands etc comprised in leases as follows:

vi) By patent,  20 Feb 3 Eliz (1561): to John Tamworthe, of the house and site of Bethkelhart priory, co Carnarvon, formerly of the monastery of Bisham alias Buselesham, co Berks., and afterwards granted to Anne of Cleves, (with all  possessions of the priory then or late in the tenure of John Gough in the counties of Carnarvon and Anglesey or elsewhere in North Wales) for 21 years  from Michaelmas then last at a yearly rent of £42 (for all the premises) 

(Cal of Patent Rolls Eliz Part V C 66/1127, page 448 vi)

1575 page 449  Also grant of ……

7) the house and site of Bethkelert priory and lands (named with tenants names) in Pennaunte, Pennarthe, Llechidiour, Deleweddelan, Aberche and Llanvaier, co Carnarvon, all late of the said priory, and yearly rents of 42s 9d and £8 12s 4d, parcel of the rent of £42 specified in vi) above.

In consideration of divers lands in the Isle of Sheppey co Kent, bargained and sold to 

the Crown by Henry Cheyne, knight, Lord Cheyne, and at his request. By Q.

(Cal of Patent Rolls Eliz Part V C 66/1127, page 449, 450)

On 16 February 1575 the bargain and sale enrolled is recorded between 

1. John Duddeley and John Ayscough, esqs. and 

2. John Salesburye of Ruyge esq. and Henry Dynne of Heydon, co Norfolk, gent.  Bargain and Sale enrolled of messuages and tenements called 

… Capital messuage, formerly of Priory of Bethkelert, messuage or t'ments called 
Tuthin y Llon, alias Y Priordye and Meillionen, t'ments called Comcloche and Maies y llecha and t’ment called Braycha y beb, all in township Pennant, co Carnarvon.

T’ments called Havod Ruffidd and Cader yr Ychen, in t'ships Pennant & Pennarth co Carnarvon; …

Latin. Decayed. (GAS, XD/2 Newborough [Glynllifon] ms 1337;  NLW Rug 612 )


1573, 1575: Sale by the Crown of Tir y Prior to Lord Cheney who sold it to John Salisbury who sold it to Cadwalader ap Maredudd of Y Wenallt in Nanhwynain.

(See C A Gresham, Eifionydd, 1973, p 13)

1582 Jan 25: Grant in fee simple to Edmund Downynge and Peter Ashton of the following lands, rents and tithes (tenants named), yearly values as specified: ………

The rectory and advowson of Penmon, Anglesey, late of Penmon priory (32s 4d);

The rectories of, and tithes in, Beddgelert, Llanfihangell y pennant, Llanvairisgaer, Bettws and Abererch, the chapels of, and tithes in, Cynvil (Penrhos) and Dolwyddelan, Caernarvonshire, the rectories of, and tithes in, Llanidan, Llanedwen, Llanddaniel Fab and Llanfair y Cwmwd, Anglesey, and the advowsons of Beddgelert, Abererch and Llanidan, all late of  Bisham monastery, Berkshire. (£31 4s 11d).

[and many more]

The grantees are charged with the following yearly payments:

… 40s as stipend for a curate in Penmon, 20s to the bishop of Bangor and 8s 4d to the archdeacon of Anglesey for synodals and procurations, etc etc

In consideration of the surrender of certain rectories and tithes of the yearly value of £58 4s 3d., granted to Downynge and Ashton, by patent, 27 Oct last. (See 23 above). By P.S. (Cal Patent Rolls Eliz 1 vol X, page 250-1;ms 1876, C66/1219. 24 Eliz 1.; Patent Rolls, 20 Eliz) [They were also granted the priory's lands/churches in Anglesey - Parry, 1848, Cambrian Mirror p 193]   

On 2 July 1614 a grant of the reversion of t'ments and lands  is recorded between 

1. Frances Dynne of the Inner Temple, London, gent., cousin & next heir of Henry Eynne, [Dynne] decd., late of Heyden, co Norfolk, gent. and 

2. William Salesbury of Rug, esq.    

The site of the capital messuage of Priory of Bethkelert, lands, t'ments etc called Tythin y Llan, alias Y Priordy, Havod Ruffidd and Cader yr Ychen,  Meillionen, Comcloche, Maes y lleche and Brayche y beb, all t'ship Pennant co Carnarvon. …

(GAS Newborough Rug 1342; NLW, Rug ms 1026)

1614 July 2: 1. Frances Dynne of the Inner Temple, London, gent., cousin & next heir of Henry Eynne, [Dynne] decd., late of Heyden, co Norfolk, gent. and 

2. William Salesbury of Rug, co Merioneth, Esq., 

GRANT  Bargain & Sale enrolled of messuages and lands being in the possession of the said Henry Dynne, deceased, in counties of Anglesey, Carnarvon, Merioneth & Montgomery. Stained. (NLW, Rug schedule, p97, ms 150; GAS Newborough [Glynllifon] ms 1343)

1642-1648
Civil War

1649-1660
Commonwealth

1660 

Restoration of the MONARCHY

1752 April 7: Great Sessions for Caernarvon, at Carnarvon. 

Final Concord between Thomas Wilson, Gent. (plaintiff) and Bernard Wilson, DD, & Elizabeth his wife (Deforceants), when the deforceants acknowledged the Island of Bardsey, + 70 messuages, 10 cottages etc (in 25 parishes) and also the Rectories of Abererch, Penrhos, Llanfair Isgaer, Bethkelert, Bettws, Llanfihangel y Pennant, Dolrwythelan,  and all tithes, oblations, offerings, rents & pensions belonging to the rectories to be the property of the plaintiff. Consideration 900 marks.  

(GAS Glynllifon ms 7252) 

This document does not appear to fit into the pattern of ownership of the patronage of the former priory churches. It may be linked to a short term mortgage or loan.

1781 Jan 20: 1. Rt Hon Thomas, Lord Newborough, Baron Newborough of Ireland; 

2. & 3. Includes creditors of Thomas Lord Newborough.

Mortgage & Assignment [demise for a term of 99 years] of the interest on a £40,000 from an estate in co Caerns., of the Glynllifon estate comprising … (very long list including) [page 184] Llechieddior, parish Llanfihangel y Pennant; rectory of Abererch, tithes of Perches (?Penrhos); rectory of Llanfair Isser, tithes & part of rectory of Llanfairisgae; rectorial tithes of Betts Garmon; [page 185] Cwmdock, (Cwmcloch) parish of Beddgelert; Pant Drainog, parish of Llanfihangel y Pennant. … [all part of former priory of Beddgelert].
(GAS, Glynllifon ms 7265)

LLECHEIDDIOR, a detached portion of Llanfihangell y Pennant.

Around the twelfth century, when parishes were being formed, the free hamlet of Llecheiddior and the western bond hamlet of Cenin Fynydd became a detached portion of Llanfihangel y Pennant, perhaps because the Priory of Beddgelert had land there and served that parish. See the 1268/9 charter of Llewelyn ap Gruffydd granting "all the land of the men of Trefan at Cenin Fynydd and Llecheiddior" to the priory.

c 1291 : Taxation of Nicholas : Goods of the Priory of Bethkellard

The Prior has the grange of Lecheydor and Ippennant with part of the mills, two carucates of land........................................................................30s 0d    3s 0d

Also he has the grange of Fenhide and the vill of Geibi with the commodities

................................................................................................. 42s 0d    4s  2.5d

Temporalities : Dues from land, in vill or hamlet, or from fishing from  Pennant, Ceunant & Llecheiddior are shown as belonging to Beddgelert on a distribution map of the holdings of the Celtic monasteries of North Wales. (C H Johns, The Celtic Monasteries of North Wales, TCHS, 1960, p16)

1512 June 14 (4 Henry VIII) : Rhys ap Ieuan of Hendre Cenin received a lease from David Conway, the last Prior of Beddgelert of certain lands belonging to the priory in the parish of Llanfihangell y Pennant; These lands were Bwlch Gwyn and Pant Ddreiniog in Cenin Fynydd, lying at the southern end of the hill above and adjoining Hendre Cenin.  

In 1552  his grandson, aged 13 years, Lewis ap Ieuan ap Rhys's guardian was involved in a case before the Court of Augmentations over the lease which still had 40 years left to run. (Records of the Court of Augmentations p 62; PRO 519/44-6). 

(C A Gresham, 1973, Eifionydd p 202-4)

C1552/3: Compl. Angharrade Vershone {? Verch Sion}, widow.


Defs. Hughe ap Robert ap William and one other.

David Conway, Prior of Bethkylhart, demised certain lands in parish of St Michael, Pennant. By conventual’s seal, 12 June 4 Henry VIII (c1512/3) to Ryce ap Evan ap Howell, 80 years (40 years to run) who left them by will to compl. his wife, for life, tenements called Bulkwin and Pandrynyog. Compl. also had possession of certain copyholds, otherwise bond lands, called Gavell the geryn, according to the custom of manor of Llegheyddiok, at lord’s will.

Def entered into all these lands, def makes no claim to demised lands, as to bond lands, compl.’s husband demised them by will to his son, Ieuan ap Ryce, who entered and on whose death they descended to his son, Lewes ap Evan ap Ryce, who is but thirteenth years of age, and has Def. as guardian. ( B A Rp).
(Records of Court of Augmentations relating to Wales & Monmouthshire. Lewis & Conway Davies 1954 p 62; 519/44-6)

The Crown therefore honoured the lease, probably till its expiry in 1592.

In 1631 both holdings were bond land, neither belonging to Lewis' descendents. 

(C A Gresham, 1973, Eifionydd p 202-4)

1781 Jan 20: 1. Rt Hon Thomas, Lord Newborough, Baron Newborough of Ireland; 

2. & 3. Includes creditors of Thomas Lord Newborough.

Mortgage & Assignment [demise for a term of 99 years] of the interest on a £40,000 from an estate in co Caerns., of the Glynllifon estate comprising … (very long list including) [page 184] Llechieddior, parish Llanfihangel y Pennant; rectory of Abererch, tithes of Perches (?Penrhos); rectory of Llanfair Isser, tithes & part of rectory of Llanfairisgae; rectorial tithes of Betts Garmon; [page 185] Cwmdock, (Cwmcloch) parish of Beddgelert; Pant Drainog, parish of Llanfihangel y Pennant. … [all part of former priory of Beddgelert].
(GAS, Glynllifon ms 7265)

YMWLCH.

This lay in a detached portion of the free medieval township of Trefan, but was part of the parish of Llanfihangel y Pennant.  It is not known when this holding was granted to the priory at Beddgelert. It is probable that it formed part of the grants of lands in Pennant given by Llewelyn Fawr prior to 1240, or by the Lord David between 1240 to 1246.

Ymwlch Fawr : In 1268 Llywelyn ap Gruffydd, Prince of Wales, granted land in Nant Colwyn to the Priory of Beddgelert, in return for his gift certain other lands were given up; these were the ancient property of the priory and amongst them was AMWLCH in Eifionydd. 

The priory was situated in the parish of Llanfihangel y Pennant, and that parish had been laid out originally to include within its boundaries all the scattered lands in Eifionydd belonging to the Priory. This may be why the priory land of Ymwlch was included in that parish although it was in the township of Trefan most of which was in the parish of Llanystumdwy. 

After the priory land of Ymwlch, which included Coed Gwyn (on the slopes above Tyddyn Ymwlch), had been handed back to the prince, it reverted to the condition of normal freehold. Between 1516 and 1539 Elise of Clenennau bought up the pieces of land, and  by 1551 he had sold Cefn Ymwlch to his kinsman John Owen of Ystumcegid. It was later reunited with Clenennau by marriage. (C A Gresham, Eifionydd, 1973, p 38-9)

PENNANT GWERNORGAN

Some lands in Pennant Gwernorgan, which has not been identified,  had been granted to the priory by Dafydd ap Llewelyn (1240-1246). Apparently these lands belonged to Tudur ap Madoc, to which the prince had no right; this occasioned a suit (in 1289) between the sons of Tudur and Philip, Prior of the House, at Caernarvon, when a verdict was given against the convent. (Rev P B Williams, 1821, Tourist's Guide through the county of Caernarvon p 138-9; Cal of Inquisitions Misc, 1916, i p 416; D Stephenson, The Governance of Gwynedd, 1984, p 99).

They therefore ceased to belong to the priory of Beddgelert.

OTHER  PARISHES  SAID  TO  HAVE  BELONGED

TO  BEDDGELERT  PRIORY.

There are no references to the following three parishes in any documents seen  concerning the priory, its appropriated churches or lands either before or after the dissolution of the monasteries.

However, in the transcript of the Valor Ecclesiaticus Henry VIII, first written in 1535 as a valuation of ecclesiastical property and lands, there is an entry which may have lead to scholars making an apparently false conclusion. On page xvi, in a section on the Archdeaconry of Bangor, is a heading in capital letters: Monastery of Bethkilhart, in the same size as the headings for deaneries. Below this are listed the following churches: Rectory of Llanddeiniolen £8; Rectory of Llanruge £8; Vicarage of Llanfairisgaer; Rectory of Llanberis 13 shillings & 8d; Vicarage of Llangedell;  and two “cantaria”, one  in a minor and one in a major chapel in Caernarfon. Whilst Llanfaifisgaer is attested elsewhere in the document as belonging to the Beddgelert priory, there is no such connection made when in any other sections where these other parish churches are listed in the Valor, nor when Beddgelert priory assets are listed. Some of the names in this list are known not to have been associated with the priory. It is therefore suggested here that the list on page xvi is merely a list of churches, and not a heading with a sub section following as C H Johns in his ground-breaking article suggested.

LLANBERIS

The spiritualities : tithes etc of Llanberis are shown as belonging to Beddgelert on a distribution map of the holdings of the Celtic monasteries of North Wales (C H Johns, The Celtic Monasteries of North Wales, TCHS,1960, p16) 

There are no other known references linking Llanberis church with Beddgelert priory.

LLANDEINIOLEN

The spiritualities : tithes etc of Llandeiniolen are shown as belonging to Beddgelert on a distribution map of the holdings of the Celtic monasteries of North Wales (C H Johns, The Celtic Monasteries of North Wales, TCHS,1960, p16)

'Churches of  Llanfair-is-gaer and Llandeiniolen on opposite side of Menai Straits were also held by Beddgelert' (A D Carr, 1982 Medieval Anglesey p 273-4)

There are no other known references linking Llandeiniolen church with Beddgelert priory.

LLANRUG

The spiritualities : tithes etc of Llanrug are shown as belonging to Beddgelert on a distribution map of the holdings of the Celtic monasteries of North Wales (C H Johns, The Celtic Monasteries of North Wales, TCHS,1960, p16)

It has a 13th century nave & chancel; a 15th century re-roofed; and is much restored. (RCAHM)

There are no other known references linking Llanrug church with Beddgelert priory.

PENNARTH township

Temporalities : Dues from land, in vill or hamlet, or from fishing from  Pennarth (a house near Abererch) are shown as belonging to Beddgelert priory on a distribution map of the holdings of the Celtic monasteries of North Wales. (C H Johns, The Celtic Monasteries of North Wales, TCHS, 1960, p16). 

This is an incorrect identification,  as Pennardd was a township which included land, near Rhyd Ddu. (C A Gresham, The Prior‘s Land)

 CEIDIO

Ceidio - Stipendary Cure; Impropriator : William Bodvel Esq. (Browne Willis, 1721, Survey of the Cathedral Church of Bangor p 327) 

This Bodvel link may explain why Ceidio parish, which was formerly part of Cymmer abbey,  has been mistakenly linked with Beddgelert priory.

"Ceidio parish though not mentioned with the rest in the Monasticon Vol 3 p 21, seems also to have belonged to Bethkelert." (Browne Willis, 1721, Survey of the Cathedral Church of Bangor p 327) 

Ceidio was a chapel of Cymer Abbey. (Valor Ecc IV pp 420, 426; VI pp xviii, xxxiii)

It was never part of Beddgelert priory.  

However, after the Reformation, William Bodfel Esq. became the impropriator of the parish. Other members of the Bodfel family, through a marriage dowry, acquired the impropriation of  all the churches associated with Beddgelert priory. Maybe this Bodvel link explains why Ceidio has been mistakenly linked with Beddgelert by scholars looking at secondary sources.

1806 : Beddgelert "had the tithes of the several parishes of Lanfair is gaer, Abereirch, Dolwyddelen, Llanfihangell y Pennant and Ceidio in Lleyn and Llanidan in Mona, towards its maintenance. How comfortably and securely must those monks have lived, having so rich a revenue for their support." (William Williams, A Survey of the Ancient and Present State of the County  of Caernarvonshire, 1806, in TCHS, 1978, p122) This is not correct.

BEDDGELERT PRIORY LAND in ARDUDWY,  MERIONETHSHIRE.

From article: Ystumgwern (& Prysor) - medieval administrative districts of Ardudwy by C A Gresham, JMHRS, 1986 p 110-1.


There is another entry in the same Extent (of 1420) under the section for the parish of Llanfair which may also relate to this same district -

And there is in this vill a certain parcel of land called Tir Stent of the Prior of Bethkelert, and it gives the Lord Prince yearly 2d. paid at Easter and Saint Michael the Archangel equally.

     
In an article on Nanmor in 1978 I have dealt with the association between the Priory of the Blessed Mary of Snowdon at Beddgelert and a cult of the Virgin Mary at Llanfair, and have given reference to a statement that this Extent Land of the Prior was in 'parcel tuhwnt i'r bont' to the south of Afon Artro.  In an article by John Lloyd in 1954 on the parish of Llanfair the farms in this district are named as being Taltreuddyn Fawn Tyddyn-du, Tir Mair, Golfach Goch, Talwrn Mawr a Bach.  Tir Mair is not named in the Tithe Schedule nor is it now remembered locally, but on the Tithe Map there is a sizeable piece of land triangular in shape and stretching from the edge of the Morfa Mawr (now an airfield) to the main road south of Llanbedr and just across it; this area now forms the farm land and farm buildings having the modern name of Hafod-y-bryn, with Talwrn Bach to the north and Tyddyn-du to the south.  However, it is left blank on the Tithe Map and would therefore have been glebe land belonging to the church and not titheable.  This must be Tir Mair, which having been bought by the owner of Talwrn Mawr was given the name Hafod-y-bryn (this was probably done by Samuel Pope in the 1880s).

     
In the Lay Subsidy Roll of 1292-3 there were thirteen tax payers in the district of Taltreuddyn; the one with the highest assessment was Ithel ap Tegwared at 9s. 8d. and next was Gervase Presbyter paying 8s. 9d.  In the early church a presbyter was one who had management of the affairs of a local church, so this was doubtless the priest appointed by the Prior of Beddgelert to serve the church at Llanfair and settled on the Extent land, which he farmed and so owned goods that were taxable.  Since there was a peppercorn rent of 2d. this had to be recorded in the Extent of 1420 unlike other church land, and was there set down in the parish of Llanfair.  From these bare facts it may be suggested that one of the lords of Ardudwy before the conquest, on finding that the manor of Ystumgwern had more land than its administration needed, gave the most northern part of it divided between freemen, who had Taltreuddyn and Talwrn, and the Prior of Beddgelert for the support of the church at Llanfair and the pilgrims who visited it. For that reason the bishop of Bangor at some period moved the district from the parish of Llanenddwyn into that of Llanfair where it has remained.  This suggestion is then supported and explained by certain entries in the Edwardian Extent of 1284, two years after the Lay Subsidy returns, in which, under the heading of Prysor, payments due from the freemen of Ardudwy are set down including the following -

From Richard ap David and the son of Ithel ap Cynddelw for their land in Ystumgwern 5s.

From the same two butter vats 3s.

From Master Gervase Foel for that which was Gwyn Foel's and held by the gift of Prince Llywelyn 10s.

The said Gervase says that he owes no render.

     
Here we have two tonsured priests, and Gwyn, the predecessor of Gervase, would have received Tir Mair at the hands of Llywelyn ap Gruffudd, who was the principal patron of Beddgelert.  In the 1420 Extent there is also an entry for one gafael of free land in Llanenddwyn, named Gafael Llywelyn Goch ap y Cosyn, but this cannot be located.

(C A Gresham 1986 JMHRS p 110) (Could it have referred to Llywelyn ab Iorwerth?)

'Two old prints exist of the Beddgelert church before the renovations of 1828-30.

1.     Looking NW so that the southern and eastern aspects are clear. At the western end of the south wall we see a door, through which the monks passed into the solemn silence of the main choir.This door came, after the destruction of the old Priory buildings, to be known as 'Drws Gwyr Nanmor ac Ardudwy'. 

(D E Jenkins 1899 p110)                     

CHAPEL GWYNANT - A former Chapel of Ease.

See a separate document prepared by Margaret Dunn for the full history of this site. Only those documents amongst the parish church records are noted below.

1776 Beddgelert Clergy return for Bishop’s Visitation.

Question 13.
Chapels of Ease. None but an old ruinated Chappel called Capel Nanthynan in which no divine service is performed.

Question 20.
Clergy: Rev John Thomas of Llanfrothen, Merionethshire.

Letters of Orders 9 September 1756; 4 July 1757. 

Licensed to this curacy 30 July 1770.

(NLW Church in Wales, B/QA/5 Beddgelert Clergy return for Bishop’s Visitation)

1832 Oct 3: At a public meeting held at Beddgelert it was ordered that the five (?fine) principal ash trees now growing on the ground formerly where Capel Gwynant stood be cut down and sold to the best bidder. … Ordered that a pair of Stocks be made and set up and a constable sworn. (GAS, XPA Beddgelert Minute book 1804-1844 p 93)

1833 Mention of Hen Capel, Nant Gwynant. (GAS, XPA Beddgelert Minute book 1804-1844 p 98-99)

1834 March 27: It was ordered that whereas James Wyatt of Limegrove in the parish of Bangor … hath proposed to the Churchwardens and Overseers of the Poor of the parish of Beddgelert to exchange a certain portion of land belonging to the said James Wyatt in front of the plot called Cappel Gwynant with the said Churchwardens and Overseers  and in exchange for the same to receive from the said Churchwardens and Overseers part of the said plot called Cappel Gwynant, the same to be an exact equivalent. The said James Wyatt to be for the trees now growing on the said part of the said plot to be exchanged called Cappel Gwynant and to remove the fences and walls at his own expense and also to remove the old fence or wall next to the turnpike road and to build another good and substantial wall of six feet in height adjoining and along the said road. The said James Wyatt to indemnify the parish of Beddgelert from the consequence of the exchange should he be required to do so. 

(GAS, Beddgelert Vestry Book 1.p 96-99; includes Plan of proposed changes)

1877 June 14: Resolved that John Owens, Hafod Llwyfog and Robert Williams be hereby authorised to cut down the trees in the old chapel site, Nantgwynant, and sell the same for money to go towards purchasing the hearse, and let the ground at a yearly rent to the tenant of Hengapel. John Rowlands, chairman. (GAS, XPA, Beddgelert Minute Book, 1804-1884)

1878 Jan 12: Proposed by Mr W Evans, Meillionydd, seconded by Mr J Roberts, The Post Office, that all the Rate Payers of Beddgelert in Vestry lawfully assembled hereby agree to sell the ?lease of old rights, as far as the Law allows, the plot of land near Hen Gapel belonging to the Parish called Capel Gwynant, for the sum of £1,000 should no other purchaser offer more before the 25 March next 1878. Revd Richard Edwards Priestley, Chairman. (GAS, XPA, Beddgelert Minute Book, 1804-1884)

1878 April 15: Special Vestry meeting with reference to Mr Wyatt’s offer for the purchase of Hen Gapel. It is proposed to adjourn the vestry until the arrival of certain papers from London. (GAS, XPA, Beddgelert Minute Book, 1804-1884)

1878 May 8: Revd R E Priestley. Parishioners of the parish of Beddgelert do concur with the Vicar of Beddgelert in selling to James Wyatt of Bryn Gwynant Esq., at the price of £200 a plot of land containing 20 perches more or less situate in Nant Gwynant in the above parish and known as Hen Gapel and that the said purchase money of £200 be divided equally between the Parishioners and the Vicar. Conveyance executed. (GAS, XPA, Beddgelert Minute Book, 1804-1884)

1881 April 14: Discussed - £80 of the £100 from the sale of Hen Gapel may be used as a loan in connection with Highways expenses. (GAS, XPA, Beddgelert Minute Book, 1804-1884)

1882 March 25: Passed that £60 out of the £100 for ground at Nantgwynant may be used as a loan for Highways expenses - to be refunded when money is received next time from County Treasurer. Consideration of Burial fees. £10 from Revd Daniel Vawdrey, Plas Gwynant, in connection with Nantmor Highway. (GAS, XPA, Beddgelert Minute Book, 1804-1884)

FARMS PURCHASED WITH QUEEN ANNE BOUNTY

1764 Oct 2: Indenture of 5 parts:

1. Rev Hugh Owen of Pentre Berw, heir of John Owen, late of Carnarvon;

2. Elizabeth Owen, widow of John Owen;

3. Governors of the Bounty of Queen Anne for the augmentation of the Maintenance of the poor clergy;

4. Rev David Williams, curate of Beddgelert;

5. Mary Ellis, widow of Carnarvon;

Whereas the Governors sat in 1740 and agreed to augment the curacy of Bethkellert with the sum of £200 … & whereas the Governors in 1757 agreed to augment the Curacy of Bethkelert with a further £200, now this indenture (£172-10-0 (£227-10-0) - for Ucheldre, parish of Llanflewyn, co Anglesey, the Southern part - divided by wall. (Rep Body of the Church in Wales, QAB, B51/376)

1787 Feb 16: Inquiries re Governor’s of the Queen Anne Bounty prior to augmenting the living of Bethkelert, Deanery of Efionydd.

1. Perpetual Curacy in the Patronage of Rev. Zaccheus Hughes of Havodgregog, parish of Bethkelert.

2. Bethkelert is a parish of itself. Llanfrothen has (time out of mind) been held in conjunction with Beddcelert not from any --- order but from --- chance of interest. It is a small Rectory, one never augmented by any Bounty of gift whatever.

3. Service every Sunday at 9 & 12 in the forenoon, alternately throughout the year and on hollidays and in Lent by the Rev. John Thomas, Rector of Llanfrothen, Merionethshire.

4. Bethkelert - is in the nomination of the Bishop who duly appointed and licensed the present Curate.

5. Yearly value - The Patron pays the Curate £8 per annum only and under a Purchase of Queen Ann’s Bounty in the county of Anglesey about 22? years ago, £20 a year more is added thereto. (Governors purchased with £400) Also ten shillings for a Sermon every first Sunday in Lent issuing out of a Tenement called Ffridd in the said  parish.  The surplice fees owing to so many Itinerant sectaries are now become very trifling and uncertain. There are no Easter dues or any manner of tythe to the Curate. The tythes are all claimed and received by the Patron and worth about £80. (Rep. Body of the Church in Wales / QAB / B5335).

Queen Anne’s Bounty (reigned 1702-1714)

Incumbents were required to contribute to Queen Anne’s Bounty, which by the nineteenth century had become a clerical charity assisting impoverished livings. The taxes, known as “first fruits” and “tenths” dated back to medieval times, when they were paid to the papacy; they reverted to the crown at the Reformation and remained at the level of the valuation made during the reign of Henry VIII. The “first fruits” was a tax which at one time had represented the annual value of the vicarage, and was paid within a few years of appointment, and the “tenths” was a annual tax, which once represented a tithe on the annual income. In 1704, Queen Anne, her High Church conscience suitably troubled by her spiritual advisers, as an Act of Royal Bounty, gave up this source of revenue and returned the payments to Trustees of the Church to administer for the augmentation of poor livings. 

It achieved this in two ways. Firstly, if a benefactor granted £200 or more to a parish under a certain income, then the Bounty would meet it with an equivalent sum, in “lots” of £200. Secondly, any monies left over were awarded by lot to the poorest parishes, starting with those originally of under £10 in value. 

At first the grant was required to be invested in land, but in later years its role was extended to assisting clergymen in building parsonages houses, the lack of which was a main reason for non-residence, and this was further extended to the supervision of the dilapidation arrangements for parsonages.  (R L Brown, The Effects of Queen Anne’s Bounty … ; Montgomery Collections 88, 1998, p97; Valor Ecclesiasticus)

1808: (NLW Church in Wales/B/Beddgelert Terrier 71 - very faded)  .... all things belonging to the Impropriation of Beddgelert in the county of Carnarfon with the tythes.

June 1808 .... visitation of Lord Bishop. There is .... tenement called Ucheldre in the parish of Llanfflewin in the Isle of Anglesey ... purchased for £400 with Queen Anne Bounty being 400 acres. William Williams clerk; Pierce Roberts, Richard Edmond church wardens, Robert Williams. 6 June 1808.

Ucheldref Uchaf, Llanfflewin parish, Anglesey. (Llangefni Record Office)

Land Tax Assessment

1753-1773: tenant Hugh Williams - rent £2-1s - 6d falling to £1-10s - 6d.

1778 - Two deeds concerning Ucheldre may be relevant, but have not been seen.

(Llangefni Record Office X / Poole / 5682 and X / Poole / 3604)

Land Tax Assessment

1788-1797: Two Ucheldref Uchaf properties are listed. 


       Owner John Thomas. Tenant John Hughes. Rent £1- 0s - 4d.

1805-6
     : Owner Rev William Williams, parish vicar ( ?of Beddgelert)


        Tenant Thomas Rowlands, rent £1 - 0s - 4d.

1812-14    : not included in shorter list of properties in the parish.

1842 Tithe map & Schedule for Llanfflewin parish, Anglesey. (Llangefni Record Office)

Ucheldref Uchaf: No 13 on plan. 77 acres, 1 rood, 13 perches; Rent charge £8 -1s 0d.

Owner: Beddgelert Incumbancy; tenant Elizabeth Parry.

1896: Thomas Rowlands aged 82; death certificate (Llangefni Record Office, WM / 1611 / 6)

A Second Ucheldref Uchaf

(Llangefni Record Office, Land Tax Assessments)

1788-1794
: Owner Henry Williams, tenant William Williams; rent £1-0s - 4d.

1795- 1806
: As above. Property now named Ty’n y Buarth, except in 1797 when it is called Ucheldref Uchaf.

1812-14    
: not included in shorter list of properties in the parish.

1842 Tithe map & Schedule for Llanfflewin parish, Anglesey. (Llangefni Record Office)

Ty’n y Buarth: No 14 in plan. 52 acres 3 rood 0 perch. Rent charge £7-13s -0d.

Owner - The Revd Evan Williams, tenant - William Williams.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

1808: June 9: A copy of Beddgelert Terrier. (NLW Church in Wales/B/Terrier 71 & 73)

A true and perfect Terrier of all things belonging to the Impropriation of Beddgelert in the county of Carnarvonshire with the tythes, Modus and compositions appertaining to the same exhibited the ninth day of June 1808 at the Primary Visitation of John, Lord Bishop of Bangor.

There is a tenement called Ucheldre Uchaf in the parish of Llanfflewin in Anglesea purchased for £400 set at fifty pounds a year purchased with Queen Anne Bounty. There are four hundred pounds more but no purchase made as yet. 


All the corn tythe is paid in kind, also hemp, lambs, flax, kids, pigs and geese. Wool is tythed by the tenth fleece or pound, for every milked cow three half pence, for a milked heifer one penny, for hay every tenement pays four pence ....


William Williams clerk; Pierce Roberts, Richard Edmond church wardens, Robert Williams. 
6 June 1808.

1811: (NLW, Church in Wales/ B/Terrier 72)


A true terrier of all the tythes and moduses, profit and rights belonging to the Impropriation of Beddgelert in the Diocese of Bangor exhibited at the Primary Visitation of Henry William, Lord Bishop of Bangor, August 9, 1811.


Imprimis, there is a tenement called Ucheldre in the parish of Llanfflewin in Anglesea set at fifty pounds a year purchased with Queen Anne Bounty. There are four hundred pounds more but no purchase made as yet. 


All the corn tythe is paid in kind, also hemp, flax, lambs, kids, pigs and geese. Wool is also tythed by the tenth fleece or pound, for every milked cow three half pence, for a milked heifer one penny, for hay every tenement pays four pence ....

William Williams, minister. Elias Jones & John Williams church wardens; 

David Prichard, Henry Williams, Richard Evans, inhabitants.

c1812 Sept 19: Whereas the Governors of the Bounty of Queen Anne for the augmentation of the maintenance of the poor clergy did in the years 1741-1757 augment by Lot the curacy of Bethkelert in the county of Carnarvon and Diocese of Bangor with two sums of £200 each out of the royal Bounty for which a purchase has been made,  and again by Lot in the year 1787 and 1790, and with two … Penmon curacy and Llanfaes curacy … to be laid out for the perpetual augmentation of the said livings respectively and whereas an Estate situate in the parish of Clynog on the county of Carnarvonshire is proposed to be purchased for the purposes aforesaid …

1. Llwynbedw Uchaf, 8 miles from Beddgelert, 23 miles from Llanfaes & Penmon.

2. Estate is freehold.

3. The estate consists of a farmhouse, barn, cow house, stable and lands which have been impartially divided by us between the cures of Beddgelert, Llanfaes and Penmon as appears on the maps hereunto annexed (NOT in the file)

- to and for the cure of Beddgelert by Map No 1 hereunto annexed 

No 1, buildings, court and garden, - 0 acres 0 roods  29 perches, 

No 2, one field arable called Cae’r ty - 2a 2r 32p,

No 3, one field arable & meadows called Cae Llwyn helig issa - 3a 0r 13p,

No 4, one field arable called Caehelig ichaf - 3a 0r 18p, 

No 5, one field arable, close, meadow, called Gwaen y cae eithin 4a 0r 14p, 

& one field pasture called cae eithin 13a 0r 3p. Total 28a 3r 2p.

Agreement signed by William Williams, Curate of Beddgelert.

The buildings & fences are not in very good repair, but ye Rents (?tenants), under a new letting must & will engage to repair them. (Rep body of the Church in Wales, QAB / B51)

1813 Abstract of the Title of Hugh Evans Esq for a certain messuage, tenement & lands called Llwyn Bedw uchaf, parish of Clynnog county of Carnarvon  township of Clynnog and Pennarth co Carnarvon - Llwyn Bedw & Y Llwyn helig from 1677-1813. ( very fat document full of details)

1760 Marriage of 1. Charles Evans (eldest son & heir of William Evans, late of Vaenol, and Margaret Evans of Porthlongdu, co A, widow);

2. With Elizabeth Lewis, of Carnarvon, spinster, only daughter & heir of Hugh Lewis, late of Pontnewydd;

3. Hugh Griffith, Brynodol, co C & Robert Lloyd, Tregaian, co A;

4. William Williams Glanrafon, Carnarvon, co C & Robert Highes, Plas Coch co A;

5. Elizabeth Williams, late of Ty Fry, co A, now of Carnarvon, widow & grandmother of Elizabeth Lewis. 

1809 May 6 Hugh Evans. Attested copy of re-conveyance of lands in the parish of Clynnog, co C. 

1814 Indenture between Hugh Evans, Henblas, co A, only surviving son of Charles Evans. Late of Trefeilir, Co A, Esq, decd, by Elizabeth his wife, now decd, - long list of lands they owned. (Rep Body of the Church in Wales, QAB/ B51)

1814 Conveyance of part of Llwyn Bedw parish of Clynnog. Schedule goes back to 1677. (Rep Body of the Church in Wales QAB / B51/ 377, 378. 379 - a very long document.)

1814 May 26: Lease for a year of Llwyn Bedw (Uchaf) - gives field names;

1. Hugh Evans of Henblas. Co A, Esq;

2. Rev Richard Pugh, curate of Bedthekellert; Consideration 5/-; Occupier Owen Jones.

1814 May 26: Appointment of Bargain & Sale of Llwyn Bedw Uchaf for £400:

1. Henry Evans, Henblas, co A, Esq;

2. The Governors of the Queen Ann Bounty;

3. Rev Richard Pugh. (Rep Body of the Church in Wales, QAB/B51)

1814 May 25: Hugh Evans to Rev R Thomas -Indenture of Lease

1814 May 25: Hugh Evans to Rev R Thomas - Appointment & Bargain and Sale.

1814 May 26: Hugh Evans to Rev R Thomas - Indenture of Lease.

1814 May 26: 1. Hugh Evans; 2, Governors of the Queen Anne Bounty; 3. Rev Richard Thomas. Appointment & Bargain and Sale.

1814 May 26: 1. Hugh Evans; 2. Hezubijah Williams; 3. William Price Poole; 

4. Governors of the Queen Anne Bounty; 5. Revd Rd Thomas; 6. William Courteway; 7. John Dynthey. Appointment and Release with Assignment.

1814 May 26: Hugh Evans and all above; Appointment & Release with Assignment.

(Mr P R Sherit, owner, pers. com)

1817: A copy of Beddgelert Terrier.

A true and perfect Terrier of all things belonging to the Impropriation of Beddgelert in the county of Carnarvonshire with the tythes, Modus and compositions appertaining to the same exhibited the ninth day of June 1808 at the Primary Visitation of John, Lord Bishop of Bangor.

There is a tenement called Ucheldre Uchaf in the parish of Llanfflewin in Anglesea purchased for £400 set at fifty pounds a year purchased with Queen Anne Bounty. There are four hundred pounds more but no purchase made as yet. 


All the corn tythe is paid in kind, also hemp, lambs, flax, kids, pigs and geese. Wool is tythed by the tenth fleece or pound, for every milked cow three half pence, for a milked heifer one penny, for hay every tenement pays four pence ....


Since the above copy (1808) was drawn, another purchase has been made in the year 1814 with the above mentioned sum of £400 of Queen Anne's Bounty namely Llwynbedw uchaf situate in the parish of Clynnog in the county of Carnarvon, being a moiety of a tenement, and now let at £18 a year.

Minister: Richard Pughes; Church Wardens: Ellis Griffith, Robert Roberts.  Principal Inhabitants: Mark of Ellis Jones, David Prichard, Richard Evans, Rice Williams.


This copy was exhibited 26 August 1817 at the triennial visitation of Henry William (Majendie), Lord Bishop of Bangor.  (NLW Church in Wales/B/Terrier 73)

1821 Sept 17: (NLW Church in Wales/B/Terriers 74)

....Ucheldre ucha, Llanfflewyn let at £55; but at the last half yearly payment the sum of £2-10-0 was returned as a present on account of the low state of the market.

....Llwynbedw uchaf, Clynog, purchased 1814, let at £13 per annum.

- tythes  (as before)

Richard Pughe, P Curate of Beddgelert; John Jones, Owen Cadwalader - church wardens; Principal inhabitants: William Williams, Richard Williams, Rice Williams, Pierce Roberts, Griffith Jones' mark.

1826 August 29: (NLW Church in Wales/B/Terriers 75)

- Ucheldre ucha - £50 p.a.; Llwynbedw ucha £15 p.a. Tythe of corn, lambs, kids, hemp, flax, pigs & Geese, wool, milched cows, milched heifers.

Richard Pughe, perpetual curate; John Jones, Robert Jones: church wardens.

1834: (NLW Church in Wales/B/Terrier 76)

-Ucheldre ucha, Llanffewyn let at £50 p.a.; Llywnbedw ucha, Clynog let at £17 p.a.

-And lately Mrs Priestley of Trefan, C, has been pleased to augment the perpetual curacy with the sum of £8 a year arising out of the great tythes now belonging to the said Mrs Priestley. 

-Tythes: corn, lambs, kids, hemp, flax, pigs & geese; wool; milched cow, milched heifer, hay.

Richard Pughe, minister; Jas Wyatt, Hugh Evans : church wardens;

Principal inhabitants: Owen Williams, William Williams, Robert Williams, William Williams, William Griffith.

See 1922 Conveyance of Llwynbedw isaf, Clynnog. (NLW Church in Wales B/DL/873)

LLWYNBEDW UCHAF, Clynnog parish

1810: owner: Charles Jones Esq. Tenant Owen Jones & partner

1814: purchased for £400 (Queen Anne’s Bounty) by St Mary’s church Beddgelert.

Tenant in 1828-1830 Morris (Maurice) Williams (GAS. Land Tax, Clynnog, upper division)

1843: Beddgelert curacy: fields 437 Rhos Fawr, 445 ( near Ty Nant)

(GAS Tithe Schedule for Clynnog upper, sheet 4)

1843: Beddgelert curacy: (opposite Henbont Mawr) Occupier John Hughes; 7 acres 

3 roods 31 perch. Fields 674a - 1093 - with Curacy of Llanfrothen, occupier William Morris). (GAS Tithe schedule for Clynnog Lower, division sheet 1)

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

1849 Jan 15: Inquiries from the Governors of the Bounty of Queen Anne for the augmentation of the maintenance of the Poor Clergy.

1. A perpetual curacy, & the patron is John Priestley Esq, Anglesea.

2. Beddgelert is a parish of itself. The number of inhabitants is above 1,400.

3. Services - One full service in Welsh every Sunday morning; Now there are two full services, one in Welsh & one in English during the six summer months and one in Welsh during the six winter months. The English service is gratuitous.

4. Beddgelert is a perpetual curacy and the minister has been duly nominated by John Priestley Esq. and has been thereupon licensed by the ordinary to the perpetual curacy.

5. There is no house. The present perpetual curate resides in the parish in a house the rent of which is £50 p.a,

6. Value of living: The clear value is £93-10-0 p.a. deriving from a farm in Anglesea called Ucheldre Uchaf £60 minus Income Tax; from another farm in Carnarvoshire called Llwynbedw £15 minus Income Tax; £18 from the Patron, John Priestley Esq, and 10 shillings from Ffridd Uchaf for preaching a sermon in Lent. About £2-13-0 p.a, arises from surplice fees. There is no Easter offering.

John Jones, A.B., Perpetual curate of Beddgelert. (Rep Body of the Church in Wales, QAB/B51/335)

1851 June 16: J Jones incumbent. I hereby certify that the yearly value of the perpetual curacy of Beddgelert is £93-10-0 derived as follows: 

From the farm Ucheldre

£60

From the farm Llwynybedw

£15

From the Patron


£18

For preaching 1st Sunday in Lent
£  0-10-0






£93-10-0

The population at 1200 or 1300.

John Priestley, Patron, of the Perpetual Curacy of Beddgelert duly appointed Revd John Jones. (Rep Body of the Church in Wales, QAB/B51)


1879 Ecclesiatical Dilapidation Act 1871. Schedule specifying in detail the works needed to make good the dilapidation - after the resignation of Richard Edwardes Priestley- (6 pages of foolscap)

1. Vicarage house, offices & grounds.

2. Tenement - Llwyn y Bedw Uchaf, parish of Clynnog, co C

House, stable, cowhouse, second stable, carthouse, pigsty, walling.

3. Tenement - Ucheldref in parish of Llanflewin, co A: Tyn y Buarth roof, dairy & cutting place, granary, cartshed & cowhouse with stackyard, calf house& fodder house, stable and fodder house, chaise house & hack stable, open cowshed next road, Principal entrance gate, the courtyard gate, pigsty.

1879 Dec 8: (as also at Sept 10): Annual profits of Benefice of Beddgelert:

Incomings: Rents of estate - 2 farms £75 +£15

£90

Value of glebe land in hand




£  1

Fees






about
£12

From Ecclesiastical Commissioners



£33-6-8

Proceeds from glebe land invested in Console by Ecc Com
£  3-3-2

From J Priestley Esq, Patron




£44-10-0









£183-19-10

Outgoings: Land Tax



£0-4-1

Poor & other Rates about


£7-0-0

Income Tax




£2-6-3







£9-10-4
Net £174-9-6.

Sworn at Bryn Gwynant, Beddgelert, county of Carnarvon by Rev Richard Williams, before James Wyatt a Justice of the Peace in & for the county of Carnarvon.

1898 Aug: Beddgelert. Dilapidations. Citatory Decree, surveyors certificate re report, Bishop’s final order re changes, corr. (1). (NLW, Church in Wales, B/D/35)

To make good dilapidations in

- the official house (details given but not copied)

- Ucheldra Uchaf farm, Llanfflewin, in dairy, kitchen, store landing, pigsty, barn, hen house, feeding shippon, walls of yard, gate, stable loft, churning shed, shed for heifers, field gate, rendering, roofs, locks, painting.

- Llwynbedw Uchaf in Llanllyfni parish. Kitchen, dairy, pig sty, barn, reveals, roof, locks, painting.

Total estimate £44 -5-0d.

Surveyor for diocese of Bangor P Shearson Gregory. Incumbent- J Jenkins B A. (NLW, Church in Wales, B/D/35)

1898 Aug 17: Benefice of Beddgelert; Dilapidations on vacancy (as above) 

(Rep Body of the Church in Wales, QAB/B51/4452)

1899 Apr 3: Dilapidations at Vicarage
    cost £20





Farm buildings
£20
J. Jenkins. 

(Rep Body of the Church in Wales, QAB/B51/4452)

1909 June 9: Reply to Rev John Jenkins. The Vicarage, Beddgelert.

Details of properties belonging to this benefice-

1. The southern part of a farm of 130 acres in 6 fields, Ucheldre in Llanfflewyn parish, but the acreage belonging to your living is not stated in the deed of 1764.

2. (Llwynbedw Uchaf) 28 acres 3 roods 2 perches of inclosed land in Clynnog parish.

3. Vicarage 1 acre 2 roods 0 perches, part of Glasdrain.

4. Tithe rent charge in respect of lands in the parish amount to £50 p.a.

(Rep body of the Church in Wales, QAB/B51)

1920 Disestablishment of the Church in Wales.

It is not known when Ucheldre farm was sold.

1920 Dec 23: Abstract of Title of Llwynbedw uchaf. Revd D Evans, Llanfaes with Penmon, & Revd John Jenkins, Vicar of Beddgelert, re the property of the benefices of Beddgelert and Llanfaes with Penmon, - all that freehold farm known as Llwynbedw uchaf situate in the parish of Clynnog.

1922: Conveyance of Llwynbedw Isaf. Parish of Clynnog. Draft.

1.  Rev Richard Hughes, of Caerwen Rectory (with consent)

2. David John Williams, farmer & Martha Williams, widow of Llwynbedw Isaf, Llanllyfni, Clynnog. (NLW, Church in Wales, B/DL/873)

1922 Nov 17: Indenture of Conveyance of Llwynbedw uchaf for £800, in occupation of Owen Jones, yearly tenant.

1. Revd John Jenkins, The Vicarage, Beddgelert & Revd David Edward Evans, The Vicarage, Llanfaes & Penmon; 2. Representative Body of the Church in Wales; 3. John Griffith Jones, Glanrafon House, Trevor.

1925 Oct 1: Death of John Griffith Jones. 1917 will to his wife Jane Jones.

1925 Dec 31: Commissioners of Crown Lands. Grant/Conveyance of Collection Rent to Miss Jane Jones. Bought from the Welsh Church by Jane Jones of Glan’r Afon, Trevor, spinster. No 151 on Rental of the Collectors of Crown Rents in the Hundred of Uwchgwrfai in county Carnarvon.

1926 June 8: deposit of Deeds by Jane Jones to Barclay Bank Ltd.

1943 Dec 30: will of Jane Jones appointed her grandsons Gwilym Ifor Jones & Meurig Jones.

1950 May 22: Death of Jane Jones.

1951 March 7: Vacating Receipt.

1951 Nov 5: Conveyance from G I Jones Esq. to P R Sheret Esq. 

20 acres; Allotment fields nos 1300, 1301, 1331+ one. (near the Nebo mast)

2004 still owned by Mr & Mrs Sheret. (Mr P R Sheret, owner, pers com)
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LLANIDAN church 

This is a  partial history of the church at Llanidan, using information gathered as research into the history of the priory and church at Beddgelert. There are many additional sources of information about the church and parish in the Ynys Mon Archive Office, in the Church in Wales documents in the National Library of Wales at Aberystwyth and elsewhere.

The church is dedicated to Nidan, a North Country saint; first reference c. 1300.

(M Miller, 1979, The Saints of Gwynedd, p 28)

Said to have been founded by St Nidan about 616, with a never failing well, Fynnon Idan, close by in the walled garden of Llanidan House. (E Beasley & L Brett, 1971, North Wales, Shell Guide, p71; R Evans, Llanidan and its Inhabitants, TAAS, 1961, p77) 

Rowlands suggests Bishop Aidan or his disciple Finnan as the patron of the church at Llanidan. (H Rowlands, 1723, Mona Antiqua Restaurata, p 153)

The church, a spacious structure, containing several good monuments, is said to have been built about the year 616, and dedicated to St Eidan, grandson of Urien Rheged. The day of celebration is on September 30. (Angharad Llwyd, History of the Island of Anglesey, 1833, p 286)

Circa 830: Nennius lists the wonders of Anglesey in his Historia Brittonum. He includes a reference to the Maen Mordydd or Thigh Stone.  “… a stone that walks by night in the Vale of Cithenin [the valley of the river Ceint] and was once hurled in the whirlpool of Ceris [the Swellies], that is in the midst of the sea called Menai, and on the morrow it was certainly found on the bank of the aforesaid valley”.

In 1188 Gerald of Wales relates further stories of what is presumably the same stone. “There is a stone almost in the shape of a human thigh-bone which has this extraordinary property, so often proved true by the local inhabitants, that, however far away it is carried, it returns of its own accord the following night. Hugh, Earl of Shrewsbury, who, in the reign of King Henry 1, forcibly occupied the whole island and the adjacent mainland [in 1098], heard of the properties of this stone. To test it, he had it attached by iron chains to another much larger stone and then thrown far out to sea. Early next morning, to everyone’s astonishment, they found it back again in its usual place, to which it always returned. As a result the Earl issued a public edict that no one from this time onwards should be so presumptuous as to move it from its place…. A little cottage which once stood there is now completely derelict, and, as you can see for yourself, the stone is completely surrounded by a wall of rock”. (Gerald of Wales, The Journey Through Wales, Book II, chapter 7, Penguin Classics, 1978, p 187-8)

?CHECK Henry Rowlands’ comments linking the Thigh-stone with the Llanidan church site.

1834: A stone called Maen Morddydd, or the stone of the thigh, to which the faculty of locomotion was anciently attributed, is said to be now built up in the wall of this church, but it is not sufficiently conspicuous to be easily distinguished. (W Lewis, 1834, A Topographical Dictionary of Wales)

There is a curvilinear churchyard.

Llanidan church architecture:

*Early 13th century cylindrical carved font. “ The fonts of Llangeinwen, Llanidan and Llantrisant, all with foliated designs, may be placed in a group by themselves. They are probably of late 12th or early 13th century workmanship.” (H H Hughes, Arch Camb. 1930, The Ancient Churches of Anglesey, p254-55)

*First half of 14th century Bell with inscription  + E D A N in Lomardic capitols

14th century : south aisle with a south chapel and south door; 

(late) 15th century additions - north aisle, central arcade & possibly 15th century porch . (RCAHM p 99-100; Arch Camb 1846 p 429)

*Late 15th century Bell with Gothic inscription THOMAS AP MEREDITH;

* = Fitttings from the old church now in the new church.

Tre Wydryn - In this township is situated the church of St Aidan, in a  most delightful spot near the sea-side; the fabric, indeed, considering the old style of the building, is neither small nor inelegant; and a new church has, about two hundred years ago (c1510), been added, being attached to the old by means of intercolumniations. Not long since, a stone chest, full of sacred relics, with a fitting lid of the same stone, and with three small openings at the side, arched above, of the whetstone kind, well and carefully shaped, was dug out from beneath the altar. 

… Formerly there was a very small cottage here, which the  common people, until lately, used to call the “Cellar”, from its being a place where ale was sold. It was there before Richard Prytherch … fixed his seat and residence. (Rev Henry Rowlands, Antiquitates Parochiales No XI, Arch Camb, Vol III, p 294-301)

The old parish church of St Nidan stands 400yds from the coast. It is a double-aisled structure of which only the western part and the central arcade are now standing. From earlier accounts, it consisted, before its partial demolition in the mid 19th century, of a north and south aisle with a south chapel and porch, but it is probable that of this building the south aisle, with the chapel, represented the earlier medieval church to which the north aisle and arcade and possibly the porch were added in the late 15th century. In 1844 the whole of the eastern portion of the church, with the exception of the arcade, was removed and the western end was enclosed by a cross wall a little to the east of the porch. 

The only datable feature of the earlier part of  the church now remaining is the fourteenth century south doorway, but a south chapel is said to have had a window of a similar date. The church, after demolition, was used as a mortuary chapel.

Architectural Description: 

The north & south aisles (74.5ft by 31.25ft)  were continuous; the remaining portion of the north wall contains a fifteenth century window of three trefoiled lights with chamfered jambs in a square frame with a moulded label; it is partly blocked by the modern cross wall. The north doorway is of fifteenth century date and has hollow-chamfered jambs and a pointed arch with a moulded label with crude and elongated human head-stops. The south doorway is of the fourteenth century and has chamfered jambs and a two-centred arch. The west wall has been partially rebuilt, but the bell-cote may be original; the buttresses are additions.

The Central Arcade, of the late fifteenth century, is of six bays with four-centred arches each of two hollow-chamfered orders, supported on octagonal piers and semi-octagonal responds with chamfered capitols and plain bases; the second pier from the west is embedded in the modern cross wall.

The South porch is of uncertain but possibly fifteenth century date; it has a modern outer archway and is roofed by a stone pointed barrel-vault with a moulded string at the springing. (RCAHM, Anglesey, 1937, p 99-100).

Llanidan church was  … one of the largest and most important churches in Anglesey. Its size and superiority can be accounted for by its connection with the Augustinian priory of St Mary at Beddgelert, a noted pilgrim station on the way to Bardsey Island as well as for travellers to North Wales and Ireland. Consequently it was a wealthy house. The North door at Llanidan dates from the fifteenth century; above it is a horizontal dripstone with two carved bearded heads as terminations. These carvings have a close affinity to the heads which form the label stops of a reset fifteenth century window in the church of St. Beuno, Trefdraeth. There is a dignified simplicity about these carvings which is unusually attractive. (Canon Hulbert-Powell, Carved Corbels, Brackets and Label stops in Anglesey churches, TAAS, 1944, p 39-40)

In the early 19th century the building consisted of a nave, south chapel and north aisle. The principal internal measurements were 72ft in length and 31ft 6 inches in width, and the church was  therefore one of the largest in the Island. …

The oldest portion of the church was the south chapel. It was of the Early decorated Period, and contained a two-light window of the same design as those in the choir at Newborough but of very rude workmanship. This chapel also had two three-light Perpendicular windows with square heads and labels, one in the western and the other in the eastern wall.

The south aisle, or nave, was next in order of date. There was a small circular headed window, filled up from a pointed one to the south of the altar, and the east window is said to have been “more remarkable for its singularity than its beauty”. A three-light Perpendicular window occurred in the south wall between the chapel and the porch.

At the end of the fifteenth century, owing either to an increase in the number of parishioners or the munificence of some benefactor, a north aisle was added, almost of the same dimensions as the nave. This aisle was divided from the nave by a series of four centred arches on octagonal pillars, with bold mouldings in the Perpendicular style. This north aisle had at its east end a window of Decorated design. (The upper portion of this window has been set up on the floor of the present building). In the north wall there were three windows of the Perpendicular Period with square heads and labels, one of four lights, one of three and one of two, all of excellent workmanship. The last mentioned is still in existence. The north doorway is of the Perpendicular Period, with elongated heads as the terminals of its labels. 

Close to the south door stood the font, a singularly beautiful specimen of the end of the twelfth or thirteenth century. In 1860 this font was found lying in a dark corner, and has been removed to the new church. …

The walls of the church were ornamented with texts of Scripture, written in Latin and Old English Characters, on various parts of the wall. Over the north door are two verses from the 84th Psalm; v 10 in Welsh, can still be read. Also verses 10 and 11 in English: “ For one day in the Courts is better than a thousand. I had rather be a door-keeper in the house of my God than to dwell in the tents of ungodliness”.

In 1844 the greater part of the church was demolished (The oak roof timbers were sold to a gentleman in the neighbourhood for repairs to his house - Arch Camb 1845, p380). The old church has been superseded by a new building which was erected by the Rev. Robert Hughes on the high ground near the village of Brynsiencyn. A cross wall was built enclosing the two west bays, thus forming a building which stands at the present day and has been used as a mortuary chapel.

The four arches of the four eastern bays have been left standing, and a few feet of walling have been added to the east to support the thrust of the arches. This addition was built, apparently, over a grave, and in consequence has sunk somewhat. In 1913 Lord Boston, on the advice of Mr Harold Hughes, F S A. caused the walls to be pointed and the tops of the arches to be covered with asphalt and turf, as a protection from the weather. One of the voussoirs of the eastern arch was in such bad condition that it was renewed. The date of renewal is cut on the stone.

On the east wall of the porch is a water-stoup. It fills itself and never overflows. …

Reliquary: two feet under the altar, a curious reliquary was found in form 2ft 2inches long and 1ft 7inches high. It is supposed to contain relics of the Patron Saint. 

Pennant says “it is made neither of gold nor silver, nor yet ornamented with precious stones, but of very ordinary gritstone with rood-like covering. The orientation of the church is E N E. (R Evans, Llanidan and its Inhabitants, TAAS, 1961, p77-83) 

In the church is a relique, made … of very ordinary material - a grit, with a roof-like cover. It might have contained a portion of a saint. … The small osteotheca, in Llanidan church, was found in Mr Henry Rowland’s time [1696-1723]. It was found about two feet in the ground under the altar, and contained some pieces of bone. He supposed that it belonged to that church, Clunnog, or Llanddwyn, which had their “reliques”, and was secretly deposited here during the demolishing proclamations of Edward VI. No corpse could have been buried there. (Angharad Llwyd, History of the Island of Anglesey, 1833, p 286)

1802 Revd Skinner’s drawing of Llanidan church from the north east is the only known depiction of the old church.

Background to the connection between Beddgelert priory and churches and land grants on Anglesey:

circa 1212-1220: The celtic community/clas at Beddgelert was re-formed as an Augustinian priory. The original charters were burnt during the 1282-84 wars.

In 1286 Anian, Bishop of Bangor appealed to Edward 1 to rebuild the Priory stating 'the house of the valley of the Blessed Mary in Eryri ... is the senior religious house in all Wales with the exception of Bardigeya, the Isle of Saints'. (C A Gresham, 1973, Eifionydd, p 63)

It was most probably senior, except for Bardsey, in the date of Augustinian foundation in Gwynedd, rather than in age of the  earlier settlement, the status of founder, or in the size/value of land holding.

Bardsey : 
charter dated 1252 ; possibly refers back to 1202;

Beddgelert : 
charter lost in 1283 fire; charter maybe  pre Penmon (1221) / pre 1240 death of Llywelyn Fawr. Post Giraldus' comments circa 1216. i.e. c1216-1220.

Penmon :    charters to Ynys Lannog (Priestholm) dated 1221 & 1229. Penmon - 1237 

(C N Johns , 1960,   The Celtic Monasteries of North Wales, TCHS, p 14-43;

H Pryce, 1993, Native Law & the Church in Medieval Wales p 244; 

K L Maund, 1996, Handlist of the Acts of Native Welsh Princes 1132-1283, p35-53) .

In building Beddgelert priory church, probably before 1240,  it is said that the stones used in making the pointed arches of the two bay arcade were brought from Anglesey and that the whole building was a very substantial description. There is also a tradition that the stones were brought up to Pont Aberglaslyn in small boats. (Bezant Lowe, Heart of Northern Wales, Vol 2, p 269-70 quoting Elias, c 1897, Abbeys and Convents of the Vale of Conway, p 32) 

The Carboniferous grit-stone is probably from either the Menai Strait near Pwll Fanogl or from the opposite shore, or from near Red Wharf Bay, Anglesey. (1998, Pers. Com., Prof. Dennis Woods)

1246-1255: Grant to Beddgelert priory of lands on Anglesey by Lord Owain:

"dominus Owain  grant/s of land to Beddgelert of its most valuable property of Tre'r Beirdd in Cwmwd Menai. (Record of Caernarvon p 166)

1. The grantor is most unlikely to be Owain Gwynedd [ruling 1137-1170]  as Gresham suggested. (C A Gresham, Eifionydd, 1973, p 63). Owain Gwynedd would have no reason to grant land in Anglesey to an unreformed community at Beddgelert. 

2. The grantor was probably Owain Gruffydd, the brother of  Llewelyn ap Gruffydd. 

After the death of Dafydd ap Llewelyn in 1246,  his nephews shared Anglesey;  Owain ap Gruffydd seems to have had Malltraeth and Menai including the cantref of Aberfraw, and possibly Llifon, while Llywelyn ap Gruffydd had Twrcelyn and Dindaethwy. (A D Carr, 1982, Medieval Anglesey p 48, 273; K L Maund, Handlist of the Acts of Native Welsh Princes 1132-1283, no 166, p 51 - no commentary; & D Stephenson, The Governance of Gwynedd, 1984, p 156-7; 204; H Rowlands, Antiquitates parochiales, in Arch Camb., 1848, pp 164-8)  

The grant of Tre’r beirdd was probably made by Owain Gruffydd after 1246 and before the 1255 battle of Bryn Derwin after which Owain was imprisoned by his brother,  Llewelyn ap Gruffydd (Llewelyn the Last). 

Llanidan - Early 13th century cylindrical carved font. “The fonts of Llangeinwen, Llanidan and Llantrisant, all with foliated designs, may be placed in a group by themselves. They are probably of late 12th or early 13th century workmanship.” 

(H H Hughes, Arch Camb. 1930, The Ancient Churches of Anglesey, p254-55)

1254 The Valuation of Norwich - an assessment of clerical income required by the Pope. Part of the Diocese of Bangor manuscript survives, but, being incomplete and excluding most of Arfon and Eifionydd, it cannot be used to confirm the presence or otherwise of churches not actually mentioned in the text.

Llanfair y Cwmmwd
Ecclesia de Llanweyer
v s.
Decima vid

Llanidan

Ecclesia de Llandidan 
iiii m.
Decima vs. iiiid

Llanddaniel Fab
Ecclesia de Llandimoelwab
i m.
Decima xvid

Llanedwen is not listed.
CHECK

(W E Lunt, 1926, The Valuation of Norwich, Oxford)


This may suggest that these churches were not yet appropriated by the priory.

The values given were those of the spiritualities, that is, the tithes, oblations and the income from the glebe. In Anglesey the most valuable churches were Llan-faes £9 6s 8d; the priory of Penmon £6 13s 4d, Llanidan and Amlwch £4 and then two churches at £2. (A D Carr, 1982, Medieval Anglesey p 268)

1286 : To all the faithful in Christ, who shall see or hear these letters. Anian, by divine permission, the humble minister of the church of Bangor, eternal salvation in the Lord. Know that we have seen various charters of divers Princes to the Prior and Convent of the Valley of the Blessed Mary of Snowdon. That is to say, 

the charter of Llewelin the Great, over all the land of Kyndewewic ap Rannaut; 

Also the charter of Lewelin, son of Griffin, over all the lands of the sons of Ithael de Penard; also the charters of Lewelin, son of Griffin, over all the lands of Tehan, at Kenynbeind and Lecheitaur;

Also the charter of the Lord Owen over all the Vill, which is called Tref Ybeyrd, in Kynind Meney;

Also the charter of  the Lord Lewelin, son of Griffin, over all that land and place of Beckellers;

Also the charter of the Lord David over all the lands which Ierberd Vab Yerfeynt may have had, and Feraul at Epennant;

Also concerning the said lands we have seen Papal letters, confirmatory with bulls, not cancelled, not abolished, nor in any way weakened in effect.

Whereupon, know all, that the said house of the Blessed Mary is the senior religious house in all Wales, (except the Island of Saints, Bardigeya,) and of better hospitality and of more common resort for the poor, and for the English and Welsh travellers, for 
Ireland and North Wales into England. … In testimony of which, etc, Given at Maesyllan, on the octave of the Annunciation of the Blessed Mary, in the year of our Lord, 1286. 

(Arvona Mediaeva No II Beddgelert Priory, H Longueville Jones, Arch Camb., Vol II; Beddgelert Facts Fairies & Folklore, D Jenkins, 1899,  p94:

Dugdale Monasticon Anglicanum vol vi p 200 new edition;

Rymer Foed Et Convent etc vol ii p316, AD 1286; 

14 Edw I., Ex bundella Brevium et Literarum; 14 Edw 1, in Turri)

1286 May 10: The King to the archbishop, etc, greeting. Brother Madoc, Prior of the House of the Blessed Mary of Bethkelert, and brother Hugh, fellow canon with himself of the same house, having come to us, have humbly and devoutly supplicated us that, whereas all the buildings of the Priory itself, and the charters and others their instruments given to that Priory concerning different lands and tenements, have unfortunately been, together with the same instruments lately burnt, we should for the sake of charity take care to make for them and their successors, serving God in the same place some security  for the lands and tenements aforesaid; and because the venerable father, Anian, Bishop of Bangor, has sent to us his letters patent, by which he testified that he had seen the charters of divers Princes granted to the Prior and Convent of the aforesaid place, viz.: the charter of  Lewelin the Great, concerning all the land of Kindeluluyt, of Pennant; the charter of Lewelin, son of Griffin, concerning all the lands of the sons of Ixthael of Pennard; the charter of Lewelin, son of Griffin, concerning all the land of the men of Treban, at Kenynbemd and Letheyeaur; the charter of the Lord Owen concerning all the Vill, which is called Frefynerd in Kimidmeney; the charter of Lewelin, son of Griffin, concerning all that land and place of Betkelert; the charter of the Lord David concerning all the land of Adver, in Ypenant; the charter of  the Lord David of all the land of Legwaret, Vayre, Gneyr, of Penant; and the charter concerning all the land  which Iorverd Vab Yrefyrat and Steyraul had in Epennant.

We, piously compassionating the innumerable losses which the aforesaid Prior and Convent have sustained by the aforesaid combustion, and giving full faith to the laudable testimony of the aforesaid bishop concerning the inspection of the aforesaid charters, do, for the salvation of our own souls and of the souls of our predecessors and heirs, accept the aforesaid donations of the aforesaid lands made to the aforesaid Priory by the aforesaid donors; and, for ourselves and our heirs, as far as in us lies, do grant and confirm them to the aforesaid Prior and Convent, according as they have hitherto reasonably used these donations, and to their successors for ever.

These being witnesses: the Venerable Father Robert Burnell, bishop of Bath & Wells, our chancellor; Edmund, Earl of Lancaster, our brother; Gilbert de Clare, Earl of Gloucester & Hereford; Edmund, Earl of Cornwall, our relation; Edmund de Mortimer; William de Breus; Robert, son of John (Fitz-John?) William de Leyburne, and others. Given by our hand, at Canterbury, the 10th day of May.

(Charter of 14 Edw I, n5;Cal of Charter Rolls vol II, 1257-1300. Page 337. See Monastocon, VI, 200) 

Medieval settlements categories in Anglesey:

Berw is listed as a vill alienated to a monastery; it covered 99 acres in 1835-45.

Tre’r beirdd is listed as a hamlet alienated to a monastery.

Llanfair y Cwmwd is  listed as an Episcopal Bond Tir Gwelyawg vill.

(The Distribution of Medieval Settlements in Anglesey, Glanville R J Jones, TAAS, 1955, p91-5)

1291
Taxatio Bonorum Spiritualium & Temporalium in Diocese Bangor, 1291.

Temporalities: 

Item habet Grangiam de Tre’rbeirdd unam carucatus terre, & de Apibus,
xvjs. viij d.

(Browne Willis, Survey of the Cathedral Church of Bangor, 1721, p 208)

Other writers transcribe this grange as Abererch, which also belonged to Beddgelert priory.

1293 Nov 1: Westminster. Power to Robert de Staundon, justice of North Wales, on petition by Hugh, canon of the priory of Vale St Mary, Bethkelerd, which is void by the cessation of Philip, the late prior, to grant, on behalf of the king, to the sub-prior and convent letters of licence to elect, give the royal assent to the election when made, signifying the same to the diocesan, and after confirmation by the bishop of the person elected, and after taking his fealty, to restore to him the temporalities; first obtaining from the elect and his chapter letters patent that this grace shall be without prejudice to the king.

(Cal of the Patent Rolls. Edward 1292-1301, page 40-41)

A 1294 Extent of Anglesey had been drawn up and used by royal officials until 1352. (F Seebolm, The Tribal System in Wales, 1895, App Aa, pp 3-25)

Entries given township by township, recording what was due to the prince, thus many townships held by ecclesiastics were not recorded.

Bishop & chapter of Bangor: Extent of 1348-9.

Clynnog Fawr: Clynnog Fechan & Dwyran Feuno in Llangeinwen; Tre’r dryw in Llanidan; Alaw’r beirdd in Llanbabo (in Extent)

Augustinian priory of Penmon: Penmon & Pentir in Penmon; Bancenyn in Llan-faes; part of Crymlyn in Llanddona. 1374-4 extent in Record of Caernarfon p 249-51.

Augustinian priory of Beddgelert held the townships of Tre'r beirdd in Llanidan and Berw in Llanfair Ysceifiog. 

Cistercian abbey of Aberconwy:  Rhuddgaer & Gelliniog in Llangeinwen; Bodgedwydd in Aberffraw; half of Penmynydd; Cornwy-lys in Llanfairynghornwy; Ucheldref & Gwaunydog in Llanbabo; Tre Meibion Madog in Lladeusant. (Extent of Anglesey, TAAS, 1972 p 152-55)

1303 Rhosyr received a charter from the prince, and by 1305 it was called Newborough. It is not known whether the establishment of this new borough affected those living on Beddgelert lands in commote of Menai.

1306 Extent of Bishop’s lands in Anglesey. (not 1335 or 1348)

1309-1358 The Commote of Menai was granted to Queen Isabella (of France), widow from 1307 of Edward II. No court rolls have survived.  Menai then had its own steward; the profits of the court were farmed by the rhingyll and in the 14th century it had its own escheator. (A D Carr, 1982, Medieval Anglesey, p 70)

1315-17  A time of great famine as three harvest fail; sheep and cattle disease was widespread. 

1322 : Adam de Evyonyd canon of St Mary's Beddgelert brings news of death of Philip late prior of that place. (Cal Pat Rolls Coll. 1321-24, p 101)

1322 May 20: Mandate of Edmund earl of Arundel, (?) justice of Wales to restore the (?) temp. of the priory of the Vale of St Mary, Bedkelerte to Llewelin, a canon of that house whose election as prior has been confirmed by An. [Anian Sais] Bishop of Bangor. Writ of intendo directed to the tenants of the house. 

(Cal Pat Rolls, 15 Ed II pt 2 p 102-126)

1330 Dec: A great storm inundated over 200 acres at Newborough & Rhosyr, SW Anglesey.

1337 March 13. Westminster. Malbrice, canon of the priory of Bedkelerk, bringing news of the resignation of Lewelin, his prior, has letters of licence to elect. 

(Cal Pat Rolls II Edw III part 1, page 392)

1337 April 10: Woolmer. Mandate to Richard, earl of Arundel, justice of North Wales, or such as supplies his place, for restitution of the temporalities of the priory of St Mary, Bedkelert, to John de Leyn, one of the canons, whose election as prior has been confirmed by Matthew, bishop of Bangor, and who has done fealty to the king.

The like to Robert de Hamburg, king’s clerk, chamberlain of North Wales, and escheator there.
Writ de intendendo directed to the tenants of the priory.

(Cal Patent Rolls II Edw III part 1, page 419)

1348
Ecclesiastical leaders had private jurisdiction in parts of Anglesey - 

Abbot of Aberconwy in 1348 cited a charter of Llewelyn ab Iorwerth, confirmed by Edward III in support of his claim to enjoy special privileges. 

The Prior of Penmon also had his own court for the regulation of his tenants … but did not appear before the prince’s justices in 1348 since he did not claim any delegated royal authority. In 1374 … the prior of Penmon’s tenants owed suit to his court held every three weeks.

Those tenants in the commote of Menai who held lands of Clynnog Fawr do not appear to have owed any suit of court at all; in 1412 the commote officials were told by the sheriff that they should not annoy or distrain the tenants of Beuno at Tre’r-dryw who did not owe suit. (A D Carr, 1982, Medieval Anglesey, p 71-2)

No reference is made to the tenants of the priory of Beddgelert. This may be related to the 1350 Quo Warranto case when the prior (Prior domus Vallis Beate Marie de Bethkellert) was summoned to answer to the (Black) prince on a plea of Quo Warranto, and to show why he and his successors claimed to be quit of  

“every vexation, Talliage, and exaction of courts, and from secular service, and also from suit of mills and hundred courts, and all other courts throughout the whole domain of the prince; and to have the offices of bailiffs, raglots, ringilds and woodwards, and americium, with wild animals and birds, over all their land in North Wales, and with all other rights in any way belonging to the Prince, as well as concerning transgressions as forfeitures, so that no bailiffs nor ministers of the Prince or his heirs  could have or require anything from the men or tenants of the lands of the Prior and his Canons, but that the said Prior and Canons were to have the whole profit and dominion of the aforesaid lands for ever; and also that the same Prior and Canons should be free and quit of all amerciaments throughout the whole domain of the Prince, and in whatsoever manner they might be liable to amerciaments; and if any of their tenants should be fined in the court of the Lord the Prince, the said Prior and Canons were to have and receive these fines; contrary to the interest and dignity of the Prince”, etc. Prior John produced a forged charter to support his claims, and was imprisoned until a fine was paid. 

(Record of Caernarfon p166-7 & p iv footnote; H Longueville Jones, Arvona Medieva II, Beddgelert Priory, Arch. Camb. Vol II p 161-163)

1349 summer: The black death reached North Wales. There was no evidence of its effect from the commote of Menai, which was among lands held by the King’s mother, Queen Isabella..

1352 Extent of Anglesey.  Extent for Menai, surveyed 5 March 1352, is in a late 15th - early 16th century hand. The wording of the Menai Extent differs in from that of the others, suggesting that it was the work of a different clerk.

Menai had been granted in 1331 to Queen Isabella, the notorious widow of Edward II, as part of the lands to maintain her in dishonourable retirement  at Castle Rising in Norfolk. (Cal Patent Rolls, 1330-4, p225) She was still alive in 1352. 

1352 Bond land of Ieuan ap Dafydd Offeiriad in Ysgeifiog, commote Menai. 

This name may suggest links with Beddgelert priory lands or clerics. 

(Extent of Anglesey, TAAS, 1972 p 248)

1360 : Charter of Tre'r Beirdd

" ... I, Iorwerth ap Dafydd ap Garw, a free tenant of the Prior of Beddgelert in the township of Tref Beirdd, commot of Menai, and county of Anglesey, have given, granted, sold, and quietly surrendered for ever to Cynrig ap Meredydd ddu, and Ithel his son, free tenants, or their assignees, all the lands in the township of Berw, and in the hamlet of Tref-Beirdd, with all their appurtenances, by permission of Mr. Cynhelin, Prior of Beddcelert; 

and I have given, granted, and quietly surrendered for ever to the aforesaid Cynrig ap Meredydd ddu, and Ithel, their heirs, or assignees, all my lands at Glas Ynys in the aforesaid township of Trefeyrd, with all their appurtenances and easements which are determined on one side by Ynys-y-Meirch opposite to Trefarthen, and on the other by Gwaur Walchmai facing Tref-beyrd; to have and to hold the said lands of me and my aforesaid heirs, Cynrig and Ithel, their heirs and assignees, having free and peaceable possession thereof by hereditary right in perpetuity, with power to give, sell, and 

assign them whensoever or to whomsoever they please. And I, the aforesaid Iorwerth, or my heirs, will warrant that surrender, grant, and peaceable claim, against all people, and will defend the same at our own private cost. In testimony of which I have affixed my seal to this present deed, the following persons being witnesses and sureties, viz., Evan ap Gwilym ap Rathro, Einion ap Cynwrig ap Madyn, Madoc ap Iorwerth ap Bleddyn, Iorwerth ap Howel ap Tegeryn ddu, with many others. 

Given at Llanidan, in the monastery there, on Friday, by authority of the See of the Holy Father, in the 34th year of the reign of Edward III., King of England, and in the year of our Lord 1360".

It appears that the land was appropriated to the monastery of Beddgelert by lord Owain and that the prior had the authority, under the prince, to exercise dominion and receive rents and maybe other dues, until 1535. Perhaps the prior's residence in the township, designated a monastery, was situated where ruins called Merddyn y Prior, near Blochdy, on the south side of the township, are (1723)  to be seen.

(Henry Rowlands, Antiquitates Parochiales IX, Arch Camb, 1848 p165-6)

The old Llanidan parish church was probably the “monastery” where the 1360 document was signed by the prior. This indicates that by 1360 Llanidan church was associated with Beddgelert priory, and may by this date have been appropriated.

It is not known whether the prior of Beddgelert had his own court for the regulation of his tenants, as did the prior of Penmon in the 14th century. (A D Carr, 1982, Medieval Anglesey, p 71; Record of Caernarvon p 249-51; Valor ecclesiasticus IV, p 430)

1372
Lease (beginning November 1372) by Cuhelyn prior of the monastery of Beddgelert and by consent of the conventus, to Madoc ap Hwlcyn ap Meredydd, of lands in the hamlet of Tre’r Beirdd in commote Menai, lying between the lands of Madoc Voel and those of Grono ap Adda. (UWB, Baron Hill ms 1647 catalogue notes)

“to those presents … brother Cehelyn, prior of the monastery of Beddgelert and the convent of that place … unanimous consent having been given, by this charter confirm … Madog ap Cynwrig ap Meredudd, free tenant of the commote of Menai in the County of Anglesey and his heirs and assigns or administrators … land in the hamlet of Trefbeird in that commote at Berwissaf …Cynwrig ap Meredydd in former tenancy and everything of his appertaining, which lands lie between Madog Voel on the one side and Carreg ?bwrynog on the other side, having and holding the aforesaid lands … (obligations of Madog, heirs, assigns, administrators, successors etc in respect of money payments at Feast of All Saints and all services, suits and charges). Witnesses: Llywelyn ap Dafydd ap Hwlcyn, Meredudd ap Llywelyn ap Ednyfed, Ieuan (or Iorwerth) ap Gruffydd ap Dafydd, Bleddyn ap Ieuan Fawr, Gruffydd ap Tudor ap ?Hywel and Bed’? ap Dafydd with several others … at Llanidan on Tuesday 20th day following the Feast of All Saints in the 46th year of Edward III ( i.e. November 1372). (Translated by David Longley)

1376 May 7: Commission to archdeacon of Bangor to proceed to election of a new prior on the death of Keelin - [Cuhelyn] (Lambeth Reg. Sudbury, f 117r)

1377 : Court of the Fairs of Caernarvon held  there before John de Stanworthin and John Newent bailiffs, on Wednesday next after Michaelmas in the first year of  Richard  II. [30th September 1377]    Toll of this fair : 38s. 8d.

     Rhys ap Tudur versus Iorwerth Ddu ab Eden' in an action for breach of contract ; the latter amerced (no amount entered) for absence and summoned for the next hour, at which the parties came and Rhys said that on Monday next after the feast of the Nativity of St. John Baptist 51 Edward III [29th June, 1377]* Iorwerth agreed with him to carry divers timbers from Beddgelert [MS.  Bethkelard] to the port of Llanidan [MS. Lanydan] by St. James's day next following [25th July] under a penalty of forty shillings to be evenly divided between the Lord Prince and the said Rhys, and that Iorwerth had not carried the timber and thus incurred the penalty, for his part of which Rhys brought suit; Iorwerth came and, without denying the agreement as to the penalty, said that the date for completion of the carrying was the feast of SS.  Philip and James next following (1st May, 1378], and this he was ready to prove by a jury (et hoc paratus est verificare per patriam); Rhys said the date was St. James's day, as above, and with regard to that he put himself before a jury; and Iorwerth similarly ; therefore by consent of the parties a jury was chosen, which found that the date for the carrying was St. James's day ; therefore Rhys to recover his half of the penalty and Iorwerth was amerced (amount not entered).

(Caernarvon Court Rolls, Court of the Fairs, 1377-78 , p 97)   

This timber may have been for a building or church on the Priory land on Anglesey. 

Early 1300s: Petition to the king that the descendants of Iorwerth ap Llywarch of the commote of Menai might have the Llanidan ferry as they had always had in the time of the princes. (Cal of Ancient Petitions p 452; A D Carr, 1982, Medieval Anglesey, p 153)

Llanidan Ferry
The suggested positions were: 1) the field named “ inlet of the ferry-boats” (Llwyd, Poems, p 171), where the road comes down to the shore a little to the eastward of Llanidan church, and on the Caernarvonshire side, beneath the point on which Llanfairisgaer church stands. The two old churches render it fairly certain that these two roads must have existed from early days.

2) where an old road comes down to the shore at Barras, a mile and a half further west, but still within the parish of Llanidan. In 1820 and unauthorised ferry plied here, landing its passengers on the Caernarvonshire side below Plas Brereton, where the 1841 OS marks “Ferry-house”, but no road led inland.

One is tempted to regard the Prior of Beddgelert as one of the most likely to have held the early ferry. When one recalls Bishop Anian’s statement that the priory was the resort for English and Welsh travellers, “ for those going from Ireland and North Wales into England”, and others, and remembers that the Prior had a house at Llanidan and considerable possessions in the parish, and that the churches and rectories of both Llanidan and Llanfairisgaer were appropriated to the Priory, one may well hold that no one was more likely than the Prior to have established a boat upon the Straits and to have received some such grant as the early holder would appear to have possessed. 

There is no known Extent of the Temporalities of the Priory. But, if one could trace an Escheator’s account, at any date during the fourteenth century, the required information should be available. The Anglesey Esceator does render an account headed “Temporalia Prioris de Bethkellard” in 1438. But it is, unfortunately, only a correction of his account rendered the previous year, in which he had wrongly returned as “temporalia” certain lands held by the late Prior “Daicus ap Kejelyn” in the township of “Llannaden”. He has now received a “writ from the King” directing immediate restitution to “Gruffith” now Prior, and amends his account accordingly. (M.A. 1153/4. Ministers’ Accounts. General Series. PRO) The previous year’s accounts are missing, and an account of this date would, perhaps, in any case have been too late for our purpose.

No particulars of these temporalities have been traced of an earlier date than 16 Elizabeth (1574), when they were sold to Lord Chesney. Surveys were made and inquisitions held at Beaumaris and Caernarvon, in this year, and full particulars are given. The Anglesey Schedule comprises five tenements and a large number of rents, ranging from 2d to 3s 4d, all in the township of “Tree yrbeith”. The tenements are Maes Arge, Tithing y Rivn, Tethen Athe ap David, Tithing y prior and Tithin yskibor.

The Caernarvonshire Schedule, commencing with the site of the late priory “ voc’ Tuthin y llan als dict y priordie”, is much more extensive. (Exchequer Augmentation Office E 318/2310. Particulars for grants of Crown Lands. PRO)

We have to note that the Tyddyn y Prior of the present day appears to be situated “where the ruins (now called Merddyn y Prior) near Blochdy” were placed by Rowlands (Arch Camb, Vol III (1848) p 166). If this marks the position of the Prior’s house in Llanidan, it is considerably nearer to Barras than to where the road reaches the shore below Llanidan Church. Should the Prior’s title to the ferry be established we might thus still be in doubt as to its location. Here we must leave the unsolved problems of the early Llanidan ferry.

(The Conway & the Menai Ferries. H Rees Davies, 1942, p 70-1)

Also see the Llanidan and Moelydon Ferries in (The Menai Ferries, RCAHM, 1937, Anglesey, p clxxxviii)

1379: John, prior ( PRO, E 179/3/3)

1379 Monasteries appointed vicars to the churches they held. There was a dispute in Anglesey over patronage in 1379 when the rector of Llanddwyn contributed 10 shillings to the clerical poll-tax, as did the archdeacon, the provost of Caergybi and the prior of Penmon, rather that the two shillings paid by the other Anglesey clergy, with the exception of the rector of Llanddyfnam who paid five shillings and Brother Einion, canon of Beddgelert, who paid 3 shillings and six pence. The clerical subsidy lists 40 beneficed clergymen. (PRO E179/3/2; PRO E179/3/5,3; A D Carr, 1982, Medieval Anglesey, p 277, 285)


1390 Sept 7 Westminster. Licence for the sub-prior and convent of Beddgelert (de valle in diocesi Bangorensis) to elect a prior in the room of Jevan ap Bled, deceased. 

By p.s. [6564] (Cal Patent Rolls 14 Richard II page 300; PRO C84/34/41)

1390 Oct 3. Westminster. Signification to J[ohn Swaffam], bishop of Bangor, of the royal assent to the election of Matthew, canon of the Augustinian house of St Mary, Beth(gelert) (de valle), in the diocese of Bangor to be prior thereof. 

(Cal Patent Rolls 14 Richard II page 305).

1391 : 13 Kal. March : (St Peter’s, Rome) 'To the abbot of Enlli, the prior of Beddkelert, in the diocese of Bangor, & the archdeacon of Bangor. Mandate to collate & assign to Howel ap Madoc, priest, of the said diocese, the church of Llanergart  [Llaneugrad, Anglesey?] in the same diocese, value 15 marks, void by reason that David ap Gruffud Says held it for more than a year without being ordained priest or obtaining a dispensation  and void so long that by the Statutes of the (Fourth General) Lateran Council its collation has lapsed to the apostolic see; notwithstanding that Howel is expecting under letters of the present pope, a benefice with or without cure in the gift of the bishop, and has had provision of a canonry of Bangor with expectation of a prebend, which letters shall upon his obtaining Llannergart be null as 

far as regards a benefice with cure only'. 

1399  date of a papal letter supporting its appeal for alms to repair dilapidation:

1399 8 Kal. April at St Peter's Rome. 10 Boniface IX. [Pope from 1389-1404]

Relaxation of three years and three quadragene of enjoined penance to penitents who on the principal feasts of the year and those of SS Philip & James, St Jerome. St Nidan & St Kawrda, confessors, and St Michael the Archangel, and on All Saints, and the octaves of certain of them; and of a hundred days to those who on the said octaves visit and give alms for the repair of the church of the Augustinian priory of Valley (Vallis) St Mary, Bedthkelert, in the diocese of Bangor, whose house, as well as its church is in need of repair.' Univ. Christfid. etc. Licet is.

( Cal of Papal Registers, Papal letters, V (1396-1404), [Lateran Regesta, vol LXIX ]

p 245; C A Gresham, 1973, Eifionydd, p 64)

St Nidan: Llanidan [ ? St Aidan - 30 Sept]

1400-1415
OWAIN GLYNDWR uprising

1406 summer: The people of Anglesey had come to peace with the King. By 9th November 1406 the names of over 2,000 men from Anglesey were recorded in the submission and fine recorded that day. By December the Anglesey county court was meeting again and normal life, including the collection of revenue, was being resumed. Similar events were taking places across much of Wales. (RR Davies, 1997, The Revolt of Owain Glyndwr, p123) 

The £500 fine was distributed over the 2,000 plus  inhabitants in sums ranging from 2s. to £6-13-4d. (RR Davies, 1997, The Revolt of Owain Glyndwr, p306)

1406 Nov 11: Matheus, Prior of Bethkelert was number 10 amongst the list of those "men of noate" outlawed by the King for " being in arms and rebellion with Owain Glyndwr . The abbot of Conway was on the same list, but was pardoned 3 Nov 1409. They had not surrendered / submitted after the siege of Beaumaris.

(Glyn Roberts 1952 BBCS; The Anglesey Submission of 1406, p 58)

1406 David, vicar of Llanidan in the Cwmwd Menai was also listed. (John Thomas, parson of Llandegai, 1775, A History of Anglesey, printed by J Dodsley - Memoirs of Owen Glendower transcribed from a ms in the Library of Jesus College, Oxford, p 80)

This may have been as result of their support given to Glyndwr on Anglesey, or in Snowdonia, or both.

1406 David Lloyd, clerk, ap Rhys ap Howell of Bodowyr, ap Rhys ap Llewelyn ap Dafydd ap Evan Wyddel  to Llywarch ap Bran. (J E Griffith, A List of the Clergy of Anglesey, TAAS, 1930, p111)

1406: In Menai,  Hwlkin ap David, offeriad, and Deicus ap Evan ap David, offeriad, were among the persons fined in Anglesey for being in arms with Owen Glyndwr. 

(History of the Island of Anglesey, 1775; A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor During Three Centuries, p 179) It is not known where these priest ministered in the commote of Menai. 

ca 1420-21 : ANGLESEY : Tano ferch Ieuan ab Adda who died intestate without heirs had the large sum of £3 6s 8d in cash; it had been paid to Deicws ap Cuhelyn, the prior of Beddgelert, who refused to hand it over to the escheator. (PRO SC6 / 1152 / 9, m 86; A D Carr, 1982, Medieval Anglesey, p 188)

1424
Llanidan: Nicholas Entwysell. (J E Griffith, A List of the Clergy of Anglesey, TAAS, 1930, p111)

1438: The Anglesey Esceator does render an account headed “Temporalia Prioris de Bethkellard” in 1438. But it is, unfortunately, only a correction of his account rendered the previous year, in which he had wrongly returned as “temporalia” certain lands held by the late Prior “Daicus ap Kejelyn” in the township of “Llannaden”. He has now received a “writ from the King” directing immediate restitution to “Gruffith” now Prior, and amends his account accordingly. 

(M.A. 1153/4. Ministers’ Accounts. General Series. PRO) (The Conway & the Menai Ferries. H Rees Davies, 1942, p 70-1)

PRO. 
CHECK

Until mid fifteenth century " it was probably as much as men could do to repair and rebuild damaged churches .... but from then on a wave of building rood-screens and lofts began" 

Much of this rebuilding and refurbishing arose from a new zeal for pilgrimages, domestic as well as foreign, to which the more settled conditions now gave a fresh impetus. Building schemes were to a surprisingly large extent determined and financed by the crowds which could be attracted to relics and other sacred objects housed in a church.  1450 papal proclamation of a Jubilee encouraged pilgrimages. Pilgrimages to the Rood in Chester, and to new roods in more local churches, which formed new centres of pilgrimage within the reach of wider sections of the population.

(Glanmor Williams, Welsh Church from Conquest to Reformation, 1962, p 264-6)

late 1400s : Llanidan church was radically altered in emulation of the work being done at the time at Bangor Cathedral. Here the church was doubled in size by building a second nave to the north of the first, linked by a central arcade, almost identical to the one in Bangor. The door, with its flanking heads, and the window of the surviving end on the north nave are of fifteenth century type, and the door to the southern nave is fourteenth century. (F Lynch, Gwynedd, 1995, p 182)

“The disorders of the age had left their mark on parochial life …There was much neglect of church fabric, much non-residence among the clergy. This was partly due to the absence of parsonages in most parishes, partly to the pious but unfortunate practice of “appropriating” parish churches to the support of monasteries, which meant that the monks collected the rectorial tithe and appointed to the cure of souls in the parish either a vicar - who would be regularly instituted by the bishop and supported from the “lesser” tithes and the people’s offerings - or a curate or chaplain, dependent on monastic bounty. Not more than a fifth of the many churches so appropriated in Bangor diocese had vicars; the rest had often to make do with clerical “sweated labour” at £5 a year or even less. It has been estimated that only a quarter of the Bangor livings were worth more than £15 a year, for war and pestilence played havoc with tithes and offerings as well as with manorial dues. No wonder the clergy scrambled for leave to hold several livings together - another fruitful cause for non-residence. (A H Dodd, 1968, A History of Caernarvonshire 1284-1900, p 38, 39)

c1460-1485: The Wars of the Roses.

1485: Henry Tudor was crowned as King Henry VII.

Early 1500s: The monasteries of the diocese, though few in number and of no great importance as compared with those in other dioceses, had already appropriated for their own support many parishes, and the main income thereof, leaving the work to be performed either by a vicar … or a curate who held a more precarious situation with a correspondingly decreased stipend. Many Welsh clergy contracted marriages, which were not recognised by the Western church. Absentee bishops, pluralism, appropriation of parishes to monasteries, and a largely monoglot Welsh people resulted in a decay in church life. Life in the church was at a very low ebb. It had been a century of neglect. (A I Pryce, 1923, Diocese of Bangor During the Sixteenth Century, p  xii, xiii, & xiv)

c1500 Prior Gruffydd retired

Dafydd Conwy, last Prior of Beddgelert 
c1500 -c1533

Genealogy from Bartrum Genealogies 1400-1500, p809, Gorllwyn 7 (A) Iarddur 5(E).

Rhys (Richard) Kyffin, Dean of Bangor  [fl. 1480-1502] married Cecily, d of John Peak of Aberconwy. 

Their son was Dafydd Conwy, Prior of Beddgelert, who married Jonet ferch Gr [Rs G T (B1)] and their daughter Margred Conwy married Edward ap Howel ap Madoc of Pennarth, [Gollwyn 7 (A5)] (Bartrum 1400-1500 vol 6 Iarddur 5(D, E) p809). 

It may have been the same Rhys (Bartrum 1400-1500 vol 6 Iarddur 5(D, E)) whose son John [Conwy] was Abbot of Enlli, living in 1507. 

John's son Huw Conwy married Gwennllian ferch Hywel ap Gr. ap LLw ab Ein. o'r 

Berach, Llyn [See Lewis Dwnn ii. 85] 

Richard Kyffin, the black dean, supporter of Henry VII. Not of the well known branches of the Kyffin clan. He may be the rector of Gyffin who, in 1470, obtained a papal dispensation enabling him to take holy orders despite his tainted (illegitimate)  birth. The poets were uncommunicative about his lineage. From uchelwyr ancestry, he built a fine house at Llanddwynwen out of the proceeds of the extremely profitable shrine of Dwynwen, to which pilgrims came “ like a king’s army”. He was an accomplished husbandman, whose oxen compared favourably with any secular landowner and whose millstones were unsurpassed. He had a keen eye for the mineral resources of his estates and his slates were much in demand. Hunting deer was a passion, as women may have been; his hospitality was lavish and poets flocked to his court. His piety was conventional and earned him only conventional tributes. He was an ecclesiastical lawyer appointed dean of Bangor about 1480 until his death in 1502. During Richard III’s reign he had been an ardent upholder of the exiled Tudor cause, and had greatly assisted him by sending him information and building up support for him in Gwynedd. After Henry’s triumph (1485) Kyffin was handsomely rewarded for his fidelity. He did not get any higher ecclesiastical office, possibly because he was well satisfied with being vicar-general to the bishop and with his deanery and wealthy rectory of Llandwynwen in Anglesey, but he was given liberal grants of land. His subsequent generosity to the bards makes it possible to give a fuller picture of him than of almost any other  Welsh cleric of comparable status among the secular clergy at this time. (Glanmor Williams, 1962, The Welsh Church from Conquest to Reformation, p 319-20)

c1500 Dafydd Conwy may have obtained his position as prior of Beddgelert as a result of being the son of the Dean of Bangor (if Richard Kyffin [died 1502], who worked closely with Bishop Henry Deane [1494 -1500], was indeed his father).

1501 Aug 21:
Dafydd Conwy’s name on a lease relating to land. 

(PRO Index 1746. LR1 fo 160) 
NOT SEEN  

(Catrin Stevens, “Cywydd i Ofyn March i Ddafydd Conwy, prior Beddgelert”, TCHS, 1976, p 45; translated by Nia & Ellen Powell. )

1501-2  In a suit brought before the Court of Chancery: (PRO Chancery, 1/249/65-6) Complainant: 
Griffith ap Llewellyn, late prior of Bethkelert.

Defendant: 
David Conway, prior of Bethgelert

Context:
Arrears of his pension, granted him on resignation a few years ago. Defendant in his Answer submits “the preposterous claim” that he was presented to his office by Arthur, late prince of Wales, [1489-1502, eldest son of Henry VIII] the founder of the said priory. (E A Lewis, Early Chancery Proceedings concerning Wales, 1937, p 15) Founder can sometimes be taken to indicate Patron.

It is possible that Hafod Ruffydd  in The Prior's Land was named after this late fifteenth century prior. (C A Gresham, Eifionydd, 1973, p 66; - though a poet characteristically gives a much more favourable view of David Conway in NLW, Cwrtmawr MS 12, pp 710-12) 
1504    The prior & the canons of Bethkelert served the cure of souls in the parishes of Abererch, Dolwyddelan, and Llanidan, and they were responsible for Llanfihangel y Pennant, the parish in which their priory stood and Llanfair-is-gaer with Betws Garmon. (Return for the diocese of Bangor to Archbishop Warham on the death of Thomas Pigot, Bishop of Bangor. (incomplete list of clergy) in C A  Gresham, 1973, Eifionydd, p 65)

Llanedanan : 
Prior & priory of Berthkelert  & 


         
Dom. Ric. Gethyn, curate; 

         
Dom. Thomas ap Lli, capellanus.

(A I Pryce, 1923, Diocese of Bangor During the Sixteenth Century, p 83)

1509 : The priory of (Betykeleth) Beddgelert or Valley St Mary was fined 10s. for not sending its head to a general chapter of the Augustinian Order held at Leicester that year. Abbot of Bardsey was fined 40s, and the prior of Penmon and Ynys Tudwal both fined 10s. (H E Salter, Chapters of the Augustinian Canons ,1922, pp 129, 187, 268ff) 

1509 – 1547 King Henry VIII

1511 Aug 30 : Augustinian chapter at Launde. no Bardsey - xis; Penmon xs ; Leyokelyt (Beddgelert) xi ?s ; Medestedewale (Ynys Tudwal) xs. 

( H E Salter, 1922, Chapters of the Augustinian Canons, p 185  - also see p 129, 187)
(Arch Camb 1922 p 400) 


CHECK AUG or NOV & XI S.

1513: Writs of Distringas (Anglesey) directed against defaulting Juries;

Visue from whence Jury summoned: Beaumaris.

Pleas at Beaumaris, Session on 22 July 1513. 

No 62.
David, prior of St Mary of Bethkelert, by Hugh Peeke his attorney, against Morgan ap David ap Llewelin ap Hoell, clerk.

No 63.
Morgan ap David ap Llewelin ap Hoell, Clerk, in person put himself against David, Prior of St Mary of Bethkelert, in a plea that he render him 46 shillings 8 pence which he owes and unjustly detains.

(Hugh Owen, ed., The Plea Rolls for Anglesey, 1509-1516, Anglesey Antiquarian and Field Club, Supplement, 1927, p 27; UWB, Porth yr Aur Ms 146) 

1517-1520?: Writ for Debt against 

Howel ap Thos, of Bedlew, 

Howel ap Rhys ap Goronwy of the same, 

Thos. ap Dd ap Jevan ap Mered. of the same, 

Jevan ap Gruff. ap Jevan ap Mered. of the same, 

Hugh ap Ll ap Jevan of Porthamel gent.,

on the plaint of the Prior of Beddgelert (Merioneth).

(Cap. ad Respondendum, Alias Cap., Pluries Cap.) (UWB, Porth yr Aur, ms 179)

1529. 5 Nov - 3 Dec. List of persons summoned to the Convocation of the province of Canterbury, arranged in dioceses.

Bangor (includes)

-------

 provost of Clannock

Will. Glyn, 
rector of Castry Cabi

John 

abbot of Bardesia

John 

prior of Penmon

------ 

prior of Bethhelorth

Lewis abbot of Kymmer, by abbot of Graces etc

Convocation of the province of Canterbury for removal of abuses, ordination, morals of the clergy, excess of apparel, simony, appropriations, reforms of regulars…… Etc.

(Letters & Papers Foreign & Domestic. 21 Henry VIII, ms 6047, page 2701)

1532 Sept 20:
Escheators came to the priory of Beddgelert to investigate the property of the former prior. (PRO CR1./213 fo 1596) 
NOT SEEN 
(Catrin Stevens, “Cywydd i Ofyn March i Ddafydd Conwy, prior Beddgelert”, TCHS, Vol 37,1976, p 48; translated by Nia & Ellen Powell).

Dafydd Conwy must therefore have died before this date.

1533 June 23:
Sir Richard Bulkeley of Anglesey wrote to Thomas Cromwell,

Thanks him for his gentleness when he was last with him. Reminds Cromwell that he promised to him the farm of the priory of Bethkellerd for his brother the bearer, at 100 marks a year. Will be a surety for him, or take a bond of him to the King’s use. Hol p1; Add: of the Privy Council. Endd. 

(Cal of Letters & Papers Henry VIII, VI, 308) 

[See local struggle between Sir Richard Bulkeley in 1535-36 with Bangor chancellor William Glynne- Glynllifon v Penrhyn - involving Wolsey, then Thomas Cromwell]

(A H Dodd, 1968, A History of Caernarvonshire 1284-1900, p 43)

It appears that the land almost became forfeit after the death of Dafydd Conwy because there was no one to succeed him in his office. (PRO List & Index XXIII, Index of Inquisitions, 11, p 59; Chancery Series 2, vol 59, no32,33)      NOT SEEN

Maybe Dafydd Conwy died during this interregnum or during Bishop Skevington‘s absence or illness. 

It is not known why the priory passed to the Crown then instead of  a new prior being elected, nor why in June 1533 Bulkeley asked Cromwell for the farm of the priory rather than expect a new prior.

The Priory was suppressed by May 1535 and given by the Crown to Cherstey Abbey in January 1536.

1535 Valor Ecclesiasticus:

County of Anglesey, Rectory of Llanredan, in the Deaneries of Meney and Maltraith, value in gross by the scrutiny & examination of the commissioners, with 40s for glebe land







£70 3s 8d

And there remains in the King’s hands




£22 0s 0d

(Arch. Camb., 1847, pp 164-5; Valor Ecclesiasticus: 26 Hen VIII)

County of Anglesey, Rectory of Llanredan, in the Deaneries of Meney and Maltraith, value in gross by the scrutiny & examination of the commissioners, with 40s for glebe land







£70 3s 8d

And there remains in the King’s hands




£22 0s 0d

(Valor Ecclesiasticus: 26 Hen VIII; in H Longueville Jones, Arvona Medieva, p 165, Arch Camb, 1847) 

This far exceeds the value of any holdings of the monastery  in Caernarvonshire.

1535 Valor Ecclesiasticus: Vol 6, pages xiv-xxxvi.

Diocese of Bangor: Tax of the first fruits of the churches of Bangor diocese, the Bishop of Bangor owes as much as those livings belonging to it.

1535 Archdeaconry of Anglesey: Deanery of Meney & Malltraith:

Bethkellyert - 

R. of Llan Nedan
xiij li. vj s. viij d. 
(£13 6s 8d)

11 entries ranging from £6 13s 4d - £13 6s 8d (Llan Nedan) with one being incomplete. (1535 Valor Ecclesiasticus: Vol 6, xv)

1535. Heading of section incomplete:

Monastery of St Mary of Bethkylhert - only in the hand of the Lord King.


Archdeaconry of Anglesey: Deanery of Menai & Malltraeth:

chapels of Llan Edan, Llan Edwen, Llan ddeynyiol vab & Llan vair in y comote

attached to the said monastery.


Archdeaconry of Merionyth: Deanery of Efion.

Llanfihangel in y penant is attached to the said monastery.


Archdeaconry of Bangor: Deanery of Iscor & Uchaf in Arvon:

Llanvair Isgayre & Bettus Garnion is attached to the same monastery.


Archdeaconry of Bangor: Deanery of Issaphe & Nanconwey:

Chapel of Dolwethelan is likewise attached to the said monastery.



(1535 Valor Ecclesiasticus: Vol 6, Page xvi)

1535 Archdeaconry of Anglesey; Deanery of Menai & Malltraeth:

Attached to Bethkelert:

Rectory of Llan Nedan with its chapels of ease namely Llan dewen, Llan ddwen, Llan ddeinnel vab & Llanvair yny comote belonging to the Monastery of Bethkelert, the said monastery is in the hands of the Lord King. 

Master  Gregorius ap Lli is the vicar of the same. 
xx marcs.

(receives the small tithes) (1535 Valor Ecclesiasticus: Vol 6, Page xvii)

1535 All the revenues of the Lord Archdeacon of Anglesey in his own - Menay:

Llan Nedan cu Capl’ 
viij s iiij d. 
8s 4d. 

(1535 Valor Ecclesiasticus: Vol 6, Page xxi)

1535 Annual revenues of the Lord Archdeacon of Anglesey in his own archdeaconry:

Deanery of Menai: Llan nedan with chapels:
 viij s iiij d.

Deanery of Llivon, Malltraeth & Menai  fact p probes virous eozd decanat.

The value of Llan Nedan with chapels:
xx mark.

[Along with the xx mark for Llanddwyn, these are the highest values apart from Holyhead] (1535 Valor Ecclesiasticus: Vol 6, p xxiii)

1535 Lord Archdeacon of Anglesey: Menai:

Llan nedan with chapels
viij s. iiij.d. (8s 4d)

(1535 Valor Ecclesiasticus: Vol 6, p xxiii)

1535 LLAN EDAN with its chapels of ease now in the King’s hand as a Rectory and not counting as a Vicarate.

The value of the benefice of the Rectory of Llan Edan annually in offerings of lambs and wool, and milk tithes and every other small tithe deemed to be due by the estimation of the Vicar of the said Rectory, Gregory ap Llewelyn, are as follows:

Firstly £20 on behalf of appropriation

Item in £10 on behalf of the Vicar

Item in glebe lands of the said church £2 of which glebe lands the said Vicar is entitled to / owns 4 virgates of land …. 32 ….

And next, the said Vicar asks for a reduction of 26s and 8d to defray the annual Cathedral charges by the Bishop and Archdeacon of Anglesey and 15s in respect of their visitations.

Gregory ap Llewelyn, Vicar of the said church.

Item the said Vicar (Gregory ap Lli) paeth iiij li (£4) of annual cellarie for the cure of Llanadwen & Llanddemel Vab belonging to the sayd Benefice wherof he desireth to be allowed & to be deducted. (1535 Valor Ecclesiasticus: Vol 6, page xxv)

1535 Beddgelert Net income £69. (Bardsey: £46; Penmon: £40; Conway : £162; 

Cymer : £51)  (Glanmor Williams, 1962, The Welsh Church from Conquest to Reformation, Appendix B p 560)

1535 May: The Priory was suppressed. The Prior David Conway was dead by 1533; there was said to be no one to take his place and the priory became the property of the King who received the rents from tenants. 

On 15 January 1536 : King Henry VIII granted Beddgelert to the Abbey of Chertsey in Surrey in exchange for the manor of Chabham etc. 

John Corderey, the abbot and the convent of St Peter, Cherstey, Surrey. Mortmain grant of the ground, site, etc of the monastery of St Mary, Beethkilhert, Anglesea, and all those messuages, 100 acres of land, 40 acres of pasture, 3 acres of meadow, 100 acres of wood and £6 rent; all the messuages etc in the vills, fields etc of Tresbyerth, Llandam, Treverth, Anglesea, and in Penarth Pont Dolewethlan Ebererche Llanvairisgaer in Beethkylhart and Woytheer, Carnarvon, which David Conway, the late prior held in right of the said priory; with the patronage of the churches, vicarages, chapels and chantries of Beethkylhart Llanyddan, Dolongand alias Dolithlond, Llanwayer, Abberagh and Bettus, in Anglesea and Carnarvon.

This grant is made in exchange for the following possessions granted to the King by John the abbot and the convent of St Peter, Chertsey, by their charter dated 1 May (1535) 27 Henry VIII. Viz: …. the Manor of Chatham ……. With the annual rent of £6 13s 4d. Greenwich, 15 Jan 27 Henry VIII. (Enrolled 1 Jan).

(Henry VIII Letters & Papers Foreign & Domestic, vol X [1536] ms 226. 17 page 80)

1536-8 : Dissolution of Beddgelert priory : 

Llanvair is gaer, Bethkelert, Abererch, Dolwythelan & Llanfihangel y Penant : which five parishes with their chapels belonging to Bethkelert Priory were, on the annexing of that priory to Bisham Abbey, co Berkshire, for some time part of the possessions thereof, till the general Dissolution as may be seen in the Monasticon Vol 3, P 21.

Lanidan belonged to Bethkelert , and so for some time to Bisham.

(Browne Willis, 1721, Survey of the Cathedral Church of Bangor, p327-8)

1538 : 19 June Bisham was surrendered to the Crown.  

In 1541 the King granted Bisham to Ann of Cleves as part of divorce settlement., and this included the profits of the late Priory of Beddgelert. 
Then Hoby had Bisham priory lands. (Victorian County History of Berkshire 111 p 147-8)  Was this Sir Philip Hoby, patron of Robert Wynne of Plas Mawr, Conwy?

[1541 : Henry VIII granted Bisham priory  (& mills) to Ann of Cleves;

In 1544 Ann of Cleves granted Bisham Mills to Thomas Persse who conveyed the property in Sept 1541 to John Brinkhurst who died seised of it in 1572. It stayed in the Brinkhurst family till 1723. By 1759 it was in the possession of William Ockenden. 

In 1788 the Bisham Mills were bought by Thomas Williams of LLANIDAN, Anglesey, M.P. for Great Marlow 1790 - 1802, who built Temple House and used the mills for smelting copper brought from his mines in Wales. The mills were still in the Williams family in 1914. (Victoria County History of Berkshire, III p 148)]

The five monasteries in the diocese (of Bangor) were of minor rank … they were not 

well placed for the exercise of influence, with the result that their dissolution would not affect except to a small degree the prestige and power of the church. … Penmon and Beddgelert were Augustinian monasteries, and as canons of such houses were allowed greater latitude as compared with other orders, they may have helped to serve the churches in those places. There is no evidence of a separate parish church at Penmon or Beddgelert and the deduction may fairly be drawn that the churches were used in common between the Canons and the parishioners, though it is not known whether a separate parochial altar was permitted in the nave of the respective churches as was sometimes the case where a church was shared in common.

Only a brief reference can be made to the effect of the diversion of the revenues of the monasteries. In parishes such as … Llanidan, which already possessed Vicars with their position safeguarded doubtless both as to income and tenure, the only financial charge would be that the great tithe would be paid to a new Rectorial owner. … Exception might be taken to the transference of the rectorial tithe of Llanidan and Llanbadrig in the County of Anglesey from monasteries in Caernarvon to lay persons.  It is difficult to estimate the extent of the loss to parishes where, the tithe having been appropriated to monasteries, vicarages had not been established prior to the dissolution, as the sums ultimately  charged on the impropriated tithe for the carrying on of services were calculated at a fixed basis without any provision for adjustment to meet the altering value of money, with the result that the annual income so reserved in course of time became entirely inadequate. (A I Pryce, 1939, TAAS, p56-7, The Reformation in the Diocese of Bangor as illustrated by the Records.)

Post 1538
Llanidan, Llanedwen, Llandaniel Fab and Llanfair yn y Cwmwd were impropriate churches which had belonged to Beddgelert priory. In addition to lands, churches were granted to religious houses from time to time; when this happened the foundation received most of the tithes instead of the parson, and appointed a vicar to look after the parish. This practice was called impropriation. (Atlas of Anglesey p 43)

CLERGY of Llanidan & its chapels, Llan Edwen, Llanddaniel Fab and Llanfair y Cwmmwd.

Date?: David ap Rees, Clerk, of Bodowyr: he was ancestor by the mother of the Johnsons of Llanidan. (Henry Rowlands, 1723, Mona Antiqua Restaurata p 372)

pre 1535 - 1554  Gregory ap Llewelyn, Clerk. (Henry Rowlands, 1723, Mona Antiqua Restaurata p 372)

1554 June 1: Lewis ap Ieuan ap Robert, Patron - David ap Robert. Deprivation of Gregory ap Lli, clericus, married. (A I Pryce, 1923, The Diocese of Bangor in the 16th century p 12; Henry Rowlands, 1723, Mona Antiqua Restaurata p 372)

1560/1 on 20th February a lease for 21 years of the house and site of Bethkilhert priory was made to John Tamworth, groom of the privy chamber at a yearly rent of £42. (Close Rolls, 3 Eliz)

1561 vi) 20 Feb: Lease for 21 years, for a fine of 100 marks paid at the Exchequer to John Tamworthe, a groom of the privy chamber, of the house and site of Bethkilhart priory, co Carnarvon, once belonging to the monastery of Byssam alias Bustelesham, 

co Berks., and afterwards granted to Anne of Cleves for life, and all the possessions of the priory now or late in the tenure of John Gough in the counties of Carnarvon and Anglesey or elsewhere in North Wales; with reservations; from Michaelmas next, yearly rent £42. By P.S. (Cal of Patent Rolls 3 Eliz Part XIII page 213)
1561- Bishop Merick's Return of his Diocese to the Archbishop of Canterbury:

28 names including: D. Lewis ap Jenns, Priest. Vicar of Llannidan, resident.

(Browne Willis, 1721, Survey of the Cathedral Church of Bangor p 264-9)

1561: (A I Pryce, Bangor in the Sixteenth Century, p xxii-xxiv)

1561: A third of the parish priests in Caernarvonshire were non-resident. …The survival of pre-Reformation practices - vigils, pilgrimages, telling of beads, resort to shrines, sacred wells, relics and images - which forms the burden of so many episcopal returns, does not of necessity argue devotion to the papacy any more than attendance at Elizabethan Church services was a guarantee of commitment to what they stood for. Much of it was a matter of sheer peasant conservatism, rooted rather in the round of nature than ant theological conviction.

(A H Dodd, 1968, A History of Caernarvonshire 1284-1900, p 53)

1563 R P: Stone heraldic memorial in Llanidan old church probably commemorated Richard Prydderch of Myrfyrian, parish of Llanidan, M.P. for Beaumaris in 1541. His father, Rhydderch ap David, is party to a deed dated 26 Oct 1535, & his son William Prydderch was in Holy Orders., Parson of Llanfechell and Chaplain to the Archbishop of Dublin. (Arch. Camb. 1908 p 288-90, H R Hughes, Llanidan church, Anglesey.)

c1574: SEE PRO, Exchequer Augmentation Office. E 318/2310. Particulars of grants of Crown Lands - names five tenements and a large number of rents ranged from 2d to 3s 4d., all in the township of Tre yrbeith. The tenements are Maes Arge, Tithing y Rivn, Tethyn Athe ap David, Tithing y prior and Tithin yskibor.

1575 Jan 29 Grant in fee simple to John Dudley and John Ayscough of the reversions and rents of the lands etc comprised in leases as follows:

vi) By patent  20 Feb 3 Eliz (1561): to John Tamworthe, of the house and site of Bethkilhart priory, co Carnarvon, formerly of the monastery of Bisham alias Buselesham, co Berks., and afterwards granted to Anne of Cleves, (with all the possessions of the priory then or late in the tenure of John Gough in the counties of Carnarvon and Anglesey or elsewhere in North Wales) for 21 years  from Michaelmas then last at a yearly rent of £42 (for all the premises) (Cal of Patent Rolls Eliz Part V C 66/1127, ms 2823, page 448 vi)

1575 page 449  Also grant of ……

6) lands (named with tenant’s names) in Tree Yr Beirthe, co Anglesey, formerly of the monastery of Bysham alias Bustlesham and afterwards granted to Anne of Cleve; 

7) the house and site of Bethkelert priory and lands (named with tenant’s names) in Pennaunte, Pennarthe, Llechidiour, Deleweddelan, Aberche and Llanvaier, co Carnarvon, all late of the said priory, and yearly rents of 42s 9d and £8 12s 4d, parcel of the rent of £42 specified in 6) above.

In consideration of divers lands in the Isle of Sheppey co Kent, bargained and sold to the Crown by Henry Cheyne, knight, lord Cheyne, and at his request. By Q.

(Cal of Patent Rolls Eliz Part V C 66/1127, ms 2823, page 449, 450) 

On 16 February 1575 the bargain and sale enrolled is recorded between 

1. John Duddeley and John Ayscough, esqs. and 

2. John Salesburye of Ruyge esq. and Henry Dynne of Heydon, co Norfolk, gent.  Bargain and Sale enrolled of messuages and tenements called 


Tythen Ath-, Tythin y Prior, Tythin Yskibor, Tythin Jevan Gethin, Tythin Gov-, Tirr Jevan Duy, Tirr Meredydd ap Jevan ap Atha, Terr Kyner ap Jevan Gathara, Terr Llewke verch David ap Plethin, Terr Llinowe, Terr Nest verch Tegwared, Terr Marche Wylym, Y Botraws, Terr Gladys verch Jevan ap David, Terr Eva verch Jevan ap David and Terr Meredydd ap Hoell ap Jevan, ?all t'ship treeyrbeirth , co Anglesey;


Capital messuage, formerly of Priory of Bethkelert, messuage or t'ments called 
Tuthin y Llon, alias Y Priordye and Meillionen, t'ments called Comcloche and Maies y llecha and t’ment called Braycha y beb, all in township Pennant, co Carnarvon.


Messuage or t’ments in occ of Morrice Wynne, Esq, in t'ship Dolwyddelan;     

   
Messuage or t’ments called Tythyn y wenith t'ship Aberche; 


Two parcels of land in Llanfair (county not stated) area about 2 acres;


And rents of 42/9d pa and £8-12-4d p.a.;    


T’ments called Maes Arge, Tythin y R-, and Tythen Jevan ap Atha, all t’ship Treeyrbeirth;


T’ments called Havod Ruffidd and Cader yr Ychen, in t'ships Pennant & Pennarth co Carnarvon;


Messuages or t’ments called Kaer yr bedo alias Kay yr Bedy, Llaneltid and Tythin yarth Bledin alias Garth ---, all t’ship Llaneltid;


Part of t’ment called Keven Cryan, t’ship Dolgelley;


Messuage & t’ment called Eskernira Cwmkelly, t’ship Cwmcadian, cos Merioneth & Montgomery;


And messuage or t’ment called Kevannethva ---, t’ship Redcrewe.

Latin. Decayed. (GAS, XD/2 Newborough [Glynllifon] ms 1337;  NLW Rug 612 )


On 16 February 1575 1. John Duddeley and John Ayscough, esqs. and 

2. John Salesburye of Ruyge esq. and Henry Dynne of Heydon, co Norfolk, gent.  

Grant of the reversion of lands in Treeyrbeirth, co Anglesey, the township of Pennant and Pennarth, and Aberche, co Carnarvon, Llaneltid, co Merioneth and the township of Cwmcadian co Merioneth & Montgomery. Latin. Mutilated.

(NLW, Rug Schedule, p 48, ms?)

1575 July 18: 1. John Salsburie of Rug, co Merioneth, esq.,

2. Roland Meredydd of Bodowyr, co Anglesey

Indenture of Agreement for the payment of the sum of £23 6s 8d to be paid in instalments by Roland Meredydd at the house of William Merton in town Dynbych, while John Salsburie and Henry Dynne Esq., shall convey two tenements called TYTHYN ADDA ap DAVID and TYTHYN y PRIOR in the township of Tre’r beirdd [pa Llanidan] in the commote of Menai, co Anglesey, belonging to the late dissolved priory of Bethkelerte.

(NLW, Rug schedule, p 49, ms 419; GAS XD/2 Newborough [Glynllifon] ms532)

1575 July 18: 1. Roland Meredydd of Bodowyr, co Anglesey

2. John Salsburie of Rug, co Merioneth, esq.,

Bond to the sum of £40 for the performances of covenants contained in Indentures of equal date. (NLW, Rug schedule, p 49, ms 894; GAS New borough [Glynllifon] ms 533)

PRO. Augmentation Office. Particulars for Leases Vol IV Wales. Class E 310 Vol 4. IND:1. 16987.

?date:
Anglesey:

Berkellett - Chantry lands there. 1.20. Owen ap Owen ap Robert (CHECK)

Llevon
       Divers premises. Owen ap Robert Owen 1.20.

Maltraith    Divers premises. Owen ap Robert Owen 1.20.

(A Calendar of the Rolls of Particulars for Leases in the Reign of Queen Elizabeth and King James 1. p 1315 - Anglesey)

p1355 Carnarvonshire: 

Berkelles als. Berkeley - 

Parcels : Chantry lands there; Lessees: Owen ap Robert Owen.

Class E310 / 34 / 210.

ROLL: 1 - Files of Particulars for leases (Counties)

Folio: 34 - No of document in file

(Transcript of lease - no reference)

p1473 Mixed Counties  ( Elizabeth )
Bethekilhert, Carnarvonshire. Parcels - The Priory. Lessees ; -------. Roll 8; Folio 35; Class E310 /39 /251.



GET DETAILS

1577 John Tamworth’s lease of the rectories had come into the hands of Owen ap Robert, who surrendered it for a new lease of 21 years. (Patent Rolls, 20 Eliz; C A Gresham, 1973, Eifionydd, p 68)

1577 Dec 20. Lessee Owen ap Robert Owen (Late priory of Berkellet otherwise Berkellerte, late Abbey of Bisham, co Berks, after parcel of possession of Lady Anne of Cleves for life) various spiritualities, namely the rectories of Berthkellert, Llanviangell y Pennant, Llanvair Isgair and Bettws, rectory of Aberch with chapel at Kynvill, and chapel of Doleweddelan. £9 7s 8d. 

Rent £37 4s 11d. Fine 2 years’ rent. 21 years. 

Note that the Priory of Berkellert whereof premises were parcel, was granted to John Tamworth esq., l.p. 20 Feb 3 Eliz 21 years. £42 p.a, whereof there is purchased of late  £10 15s 10d p.a., remaining £31 4s 11d.

(Records of Court of Augmentations relating to Wales & Monmouthshire. Lewis & Conway Davies 1954 p 289)

1577 Dec 20: Lessee: Owen ap Robert Owen

Rectories of Llanydan, Llanedwyn, Llanthenyell val, Llanfayer y commot (late Priory of Berkelet otherwise Berkellert). £21 17s 3d. Rent £21 17s 3d. Fine 2 years’ rent. 21 years. (See Caernarfon) (Records of Court of Augmentations relating to Wales & Monmouthshire. Lewis & Conway Davies 1954, Anglesey p190) 

Owen ap Robert ap Owen, of Parciau, Llaneugrad (will proved Dec 5, 1608) was  the sixth son of Owen ap Meyrick of Bodeon and Bodsilin. He married three times. His first wife was Elin, daughter of John ap Rhys ap Ieuan ap Llewelyn ap Dafydd Goch, of Trefeilir, (Pedigrees p1) and they had five children. One of these, Catherine, was the first wife of Thomas ap Hugh Gwyn of Bodfel. (Hugh Gwyn Bodfel’s will was proved P.C.C. Jan 28, 1611). (Pedigrees p171). Catherine was co-heiress of Owen ap Robert. Thomas Bodfel was HSC 1609, and their first son was Sir John Bodfel, Knt. of Bodfel, HSA 1610, HSC 1622, died 1631. In 1612 John Bodfel was successful at court in retaining as part of Catherine’s marriage settlement, the inheritance of the rectories of Berthkellert, Llanviangell y Pennant, Llanvair Isgair and Bettws, rectory of Aberch with chapel at Kynvill, and chapel of Doleweddelan. (Exchequer Proceedings concerning Wales; James 1; 144/72/9; Anglesey p 13)

1578 April 17:  Lease for 21 years to Owen ap Roberte Owen [of Llaneugrad co A] of 

(1) all the spiritualities late belonging to Berkellet alias Berkellert priory in the county 

of Carnarvon and the rectory of Berthkellert, the rectory of Llanviagell y Penaunt, the rectory of Llanvar Isgair and Bettus, the rectory of Aberch, the chapel of Kynvill and the chapel of Doloweddelan, co Carnarvon, and 

(2) the rectory of Llanydan, the rectory of Lloinedwyn, the rectory of Llaneniell Vab and the rectory of Llanvayer y Comot, co Anglesey, all late of the said priory of Berkellet, once belonging to the monastery of Bysham alias Bustlesham, co. Berks, and afterwards granted to Anne of Cleves for life ; with reservations; from Michaelmas last; yearly rents (1) £9 7s 8d and (2) £21 17s 3d. In consideration of the surrender by the said Owen in respect of the premises of a patent, 20 Feb., 3 Eliz., leasing to John Tamworth the house and site of Bethkilhart priory and all lands then or late in the tenure of John Gough in the counties of Carnarvon and Anglesey or elsewhere in North Wales once of the said priory for 21 years from Michaelmas then next at a yearly rent of £42; and for a fine of £62 9s 10d paid at the Exchequer.

By p.s. (Cal of Patent Rolls 1577-78, C66/1167, ms 2878, page 434)

1579 Jan 11 Llanidan - Jasper Price A.M., of Bodowyr, per mortem Lewis ap Evan. (Henry Rowlands, 1723, Mona Antiqua Restaurata p 372) 

1580 Sept : Llanedan vicarage - Jasper Price, clericus. Patron - Rhitherch ap Richard, Generosus, on death of Lewis ap Ieuan, clericus. (A I Pryce, 1923, The Diocese of Bangor in the 16th century p 24)

1581 Jan 11 : Llanedan vicarage - Jasper Price, clericus. Patron - The Queen.

(A I Pryce, 1923, The Diocese of Bangor in the 16th century p 24) 

1581 Feb 13: Jasper Price re-instituted on the Queen’s Presentation.

(Henry Rowlands, 1723, Mona Antiqua Restaurata p 372) 

Jasper, Master of Arts, son of Rhys ap Meredudd ap Rhys etc of Maesoglen, traced back to Llywarch ap Bran ( ii, 209). Jasper Price, instituted in the rectory of Llanidan on 13 February 1581/2; died 1626. His wife was Margaret daughter of William Coytmor of Coytmor. His uncle David ap Maredydd, is described by Dwnn as person Trevdine (which is unidentified) who married Margery, daughter of William Prydderch. (Francis Jones, Lwys Dwnn and the Parsons, 1990, Jnl of the Historical Society of the Church in Wales, vol xxvii, No 32 p 17)

Jasper Price, Hart Hall, Oxford, M A;  died 1626; son of Rhys ap Meredydd of Bodowyr, ap Rhys ap Howel to Llywarch Bran. (J E Griffith, A List of the Clergy of Anglesey, 1930, p 111)

1582 Jan 25: Grant in fee simple to Edmund Downynge and Peter Ashton of the following lands, rents and tithes (tenants named), yearly values as specified: ………

The rectory and advowson of Penmon, Anglesey, late of Penmon priory (32s 4d);

The rectories of, and tithes in, Beddgelert, Llanfihangell y pennant, Llanvairisgaer, Bettws and Abererch, the chapels of, and tithes in, Cynvill and Dolwyddelan, Caernarvonshire, the rectories of, and tithes in, Llanidan, Llanedwen, Llanddaniel Fab and Llanfair y Cwmwd, Anglesey, and the advowsons of Beddgelert, Abererch and Llanidan, all late of  Bisham monastery, Berkshire.(£31 4s 11d). [and many more] The grantees are charged with the following yearly payments:

40s as stipend for a curate in Penmon, 20s to the bishop of Bangor and 8s 4d to the archdeacon of Anglesey for synodals and procurations, etc etc

In consideration of the surrender of certain rectories and tithes of the yearly value of £58 4s 3d., granted to Downynge and Ashton, by patent, 27 Oct last. (See 23 above). By P.S. (Cal Patent Rolls Eliz 1 vol x page 250-1; ms 1876, C66/1219. 24 Eliz 1.

1605/6 : 3 James I : Edward Downing and Peter Ashton sold to Mr (Justice) Richard Prytherch of Myvyrian, who built the old house at Llanidan, to the north west of the church. His daughter married a Llwyd of Lligwy, on the other side of the island. 

(Parry, 1848, Cambrian Mirror p 193)

Llanidan Old House: 40-50 yds NW of Llanidan Hall. In 1930s it was used as stables. Built by Richard ap Rhyderch (Justice Rhydderch), born 1576. 

Rectangular in plan with a projecting back wing. A doorway with a four-centred head and a mullioned window and transomed window above, both with moulded jambs, are the only external features remaining. Inside are some chamfered beans with moulded stops. Much altered. (RCAHM, Anglesey, 1937, p 102).

Justice Prytherch was born in 1576, a son of Rhydderch ap Richard of Myfyrian. He was a Barrister at Law, educated at St Edmund Hall, Oxford, and became Chief Justicary of Chester. He married Martha , daughter of Geoffrey Goodman and sister to Bishop Goodman of Gloucester (J E Griffith, Pedigrees, p115) 

The house resembles the old house at Bodwyr (see sketch in TAAS, 1921, p 73) and also Plas Berw, both also in the parish of Llanidan and all formerly occupied by descendents of  Llewelyn ap David. It is two storied and of five bays, with windows formerly transomed and mullioned. A central doorway with a four centred arch is now blocked but retains moulded jambs. The building is constructed of massive blocks of grit-stone and limestone which have been reused from buildings near the church.  Llanidan mansion was said to be built on the site of small cottage called Y Seler where ale was sold, (J E Griffith, Pedigrees, p115) but it is more likely that the cellars were formerly part of the monastic settlement. Dressed stone was probably re-used in the doorway of the north wall of the kitchen garden and elsewhere.

Richard Prytherch died in 1652, leaving most of his property to his son Godfrey (born c1599), at Myfyrian, while his widow probably remained at Llanidan. 

Godfrey’s daughter Martha married Pierce Lloyd of Lligwy, (HSA 1603), and they lived at Llanidan Hall.  

Their son Pierce Lloyd married and lived at Llanidan Hall; sheriff for Mona in 1612, 1638 & 1651, his will was proved in 1680.  

Pierce Lloyd’s second son, Thomas Lloyd of Llanidan, living in 1732, inherited, but the estate was sold after his death to Lord Uxbridge, who left it to his nephew, Sir William Irby, Bart., afterwards Lord Boston. 

(J E Griffith, Pedigrees, p115 135; Parry, 1848, Cambrian Mirror p 193; Angharad Llwyd, History of the Island of Anglesey, 1833, p 291)

1614 July 2: 1. Frances Dynne of the Inner Temple, London, gent., cousin & next heir of Henry Eynne, [Dynne] decd., late of Heyden, co Norfolk, gent. and 

2. William Salesbury of Rug, co Merioneth, Esq., 

RELEASE of tenements in Treeyrbeirth, co Anglesey and in the townships of Pennant, Pennarth and Aberch, and in Llanfair, co Carnarvon, late in the possessions of the late priory of Beddkellert, co Carnarvon, and tenements in Llaneltid, Dolgelley and Redcrewe, co Merioneth, late in the possession of the monastery of Kymmer.

(NLW, Rug schedule, p97, ms 1026)

1614: On 2 July a GRANT of the reversion of t'ments and lands  is recorded between 

1. Frances Dynne of the Inner Temple, London, gent., cousin & next heir of Henry Eynne, [Dynne] decd., late of Heyden, co Norfolk, gent. and 

2. William Salesbury of Rug, esq.    

Maes Arge, Tythin yr ?Rrun, Tythen Athe, Tythin y Prior, Tythin Yskibor, Tythin Jevan Gethin, Tythin Gorngilug-, Tythin Grono David, Tirr Jevan Day, Tirr Meredydd ap Jevan ap Atha, 

lands of Kyner ap Jevan Gathara, Lleiske verch David ap Plethin, Llinowe, Nest  Egwaret, Marche Wylym, Y Botraws, lands of Gladis verch Jevan ap David, and Eva verch Jevan ap David and Maddock ap Howell ap Jevan dae, all t'ship treyrbeyrth , co Anglesey, late parcels of the priory of Bethkellert;


The site of the capital messuage of Priory of Bethkelert, lands, t'ments etc called Tythin y Llan, alias Y Priordy, Havod Ruffidd and Cader yr Ychen,  Meillionen, Comcloche, Maes y lleche and Brayche y beb, all t'ship Pennant co Carnarvon.


Messuage or t‘mentsof Maurice Wynne, Esq, in t'ship Dolewethelan;     

   
Messuage or t’ments called Tythyn y wenith, t'ship Aberche; 


Two parcels of land, area 2 acres, in Llanfair;


rents of  42/9d pa and £8-12-4d issuing therefrom;    


Messuages or t’ments called Kaer yr bedo alias Kay yr Bedy, Llaneltid, house being built upon or near the churchyard wall, Tythin yarth Blodyn alias Garth blethin, all t’ship Llaneltid;


T’ment called Keven Cryan, t’ship Dolgelley;


Messuage & t’ment called Eskerneiran and Cwmkelly, t’ship Cwmkadian, cos Merioneth & Montgomery;


And messuage or t’ment called Keyanneth, t’ship Redarewe; all lands of the late monastery of Kymmer.

(GAS Newborough Rug 1342; NLW, Rug ms 1026)

1614 July 2: 1. Frances Dynne of the Inner Temple, London, gent., cousin & next heir of Henry Eynne, [Dynne] decd., late of Heyden, co Norfolk, gent. and 

2. William Salesbury of Rug, co Merioneth, Esq., 

GRANT  Bargain & Sale enrolled of messuages and lands being in the possession of the said Henry Dynne, deceased, in counties of Anglesey, Carnarvon, Merioneth & Montgomery. Stained. (NLW, Rug schedule, p97, ms 150; GAS Newborough [Glynllifon] ms 1343)

1615 : Humphrey Evans, literate, Deacon to serve with the church of Llanedan, Anglesey. (A I Pryce, 1923, The Diocese of Bangor in the 16th century p 74)

1623
A Breviat of all the Presentments against the Clergy of the diocese of Bangor in the visitation of the Revd Father in God Lord Bishop (Bayly) of Bangor held in June 1623.

Anglesey: Llanedan. No service on Wednesday and Friday but only in Lent time. Sir Wm Jones Curate. (A I Pryce, 1929, Bangor through Three Centuries p xvi; Arch. Camb. 1863, p 283, Llanllyfni papers, Visitation of Lewes, Lord Bishop of Bangor.)

1626 : Lewis Williams, A.M. per mortem Jasper Price. Son of Hugh Williams, Glangors; matriculated at Jesus College, Oxford in 1624 aged 19/22 years. He was not married. (Henry Rowlands, 1723, Mona Antiqua Restaurata p 372)

Lewis Williams, MA, BD; afterwards rector of Rhoscolyn; died c 1671. (J E Griffith, A List of the Clergy of Anglesey, 1930, p 111)

1631 Llanidan Hall was builtit is situated close to the church and was said to have been built by Pierce Lloyd in 1631, and a stone bearing this date is built into the North wall. … Part of the original building remaining on the East side has in the upper-floor rooms panelling of the late 17th century with moulded cornices and dados, partially repaired and much of it reset. (RCAHM, Anglesey, 1937, p 102).

Once Llanidan Hall was completed, the earlier house became the vicarage.

1634 Berw lay seven miles from Llanidan church, but Sir Thomas Holland of Berw was not allowed to attend the chapelry of Llandeiniol fab, subservient to Llanidan. There was “ much ill will” between Sir Thomas Holland and Lewis Williams, A M, ?vicar of Llanidan, which led to legal proceedings in which Lewis Williams was ordered to give more services at Llandeiniol, as of right accustomed.

In 1634 one charge against the vicar was that he employed unqualified persons as Curates. Rowland Williams of Pentraeth, a poor hedge priest and Schoolmaster, who had never been ordained at all, was seized in 1634 and carried before Sir Thomas Holland and the Bishop. It appeared that he was only a Deacon.

(The History of Berw, 1861, John Williams, TAAS supplement, May 1915 p 33).

1642-1648
CIVIL WAR

Episcopacy had been banished (1643) with the Prayer Book (1645) in the course of 

the Civil War. …The dean and chapter were dissolved, the Episcopal manors confiscated. (A H Dodd, A History of Caernarvonshire, 1968, p 156)

1643 Sir Thomas Holland preferred articles against various named persons including Lewis Williams. Clerk, (? of Llanidan) wherein the complaint is made that … Lewis Williams commanded (… others) to  enter the church of Llanfihangel Eskeiviog on the Monday of Easter week, and removed those  sitting there awaiting divine service. …  Also on 25th December 1642 … the same gentlemen came to the said church … and assaulted diverse persons,  … with offensive weapons.

1643 Feb 9: Lewis Williams & others, armed … came to a place in Eskyviog … did ride full speede … to kill him …

A Lewis Williams, theologian, who died 8 October 1670,  is commemorated  in Llanfihangel Eskeiviog. This may be the pugnacious adversary of Sir Thomas Holland. (The History of Berw, 1861, John Williams, TAAS supplement, May 1915 p 42-44).

1649-1660
THE COMMONWEALTH

1649 Feb 22 Act for the Propagation of the Gospel in Wales; Many ministers ejected from their churches & tithes sequestered. 

ca 1649 : Llanidan - Lewis Williams ejected 

(A I Pryce, 1923, The Diocese of Bangor in the 16th century p 158)

1652 “ The humble petition of many thousands of the six counties of North Wales showing that since the ejection of the ministers from their churches, silencing them, and sequestrating the tithes under the colour of an Act made February 22 1649, for the Propagation of the Gospel in Wales, divers parishes have for two years past been left vacant on the Lord’s Day without any minister to officiate and administer the Sacrament of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper or to marry ot to visit the sick to the scandal and decay of religion. They therefore petition to have their tithes accounted for and that the health of their souls, which they value above all earthly things, may be provided for by settling able and pious ministries in the parish churches.

Signed Thomas Myddleton & Owain Wynn. July 1652.

In 1652 Taylor the poet in his Tour of Wales noted “ that in many places and parishes they have neither service, prayer, sermon, minister or preacher or any church door opened at all”. (A I Pryce, Diocese of Bangor during Three Centuries, p*)

1660 Restoration of the MONARCHY

Most of the Caernarvonshire incumbents were ready to conform to the Prayer Book and Episcopal rule after 1660. (A H Dodd, A History of Caernarvonshire, 1968, p 155)

In the Church there was more to restore because more had been destroyed; bishops, deans and chapters gone, church fabric neglected or damaged, far more extensive changes in personnel at the parochial level.  … but locally the basic structure had remained; the parish was in being, even if the churchwardens were neglectful or non-existent. (A H Dodd, A History of Caernarvonshire, 1968, p 161)

1666 Henry Williams appointed to Llanidan; he was son of Tho. Williams, Clerk, Rector of Llansadwrn.  " per mortem Lewis Williams" .

(Henry Rowlands, 1723, Mona Antiqua Restaurata p 372)

1666 April 28 Lewis Williams, vicar of Llanidan, was buried at Llanidan. 

(The History of Berw, 1861, John Williams, TAAS supplement, May 1915 p 44).

1683 Dec 3 : John Davies, M.A. per cession. H Williams. (Henry Rowlands, 1723, Mona Antiqua Restaurata p 372)

1695/6 March 2: 1. Pierce Lloyd of Lligwy, Esq. 2. Hugh Griffith of Caernarvon, gent., 3. John Owen of Amlwch, Esq. And Edmund Glynne of Rhosemor, gent

DEED leading the Uses of a fine of …

The capital messuage and lands called Llanidan …

The rectory and parsonage appropriate of Llanidan and the chapels and tithes of Llanidan and the chapels of Llanddanielfab, Llanedwen and Llanfair yn y comod. …

(UWB, Lligwy, ms 1175)

1696 Oct 2 -1723: Henry Rowlands, Clerk, per mortem J Davies. (Henry Rowlands, 1723, Mona Antiqua Restaurata p 372) He compiled a history of the parish from documents which are no longer extant. Died in 1723 Nov 23, aged 68 years. 

(J E Griffith, A List of the Clergy of Anglesey, 1930, p 111)

1706 Thomas Holland or his son contributed £3 towards the repair of Llanidan church. (The History of Berw, 1861, John Williams, TAAS supplement, May 1915 p 53).

1710 : Mr Pierce Lloyd of Llanidan, and Henry Williams of Llangoed had acquired various freeholds in the township of Llanidan and built up estates. (Henry Rowlands, Arch Camb 1848 p 167)

1721: The Patron was Thomas Lloyd, Esq. (A W Wade Evans, Parochiale Wallicanum, Y Cymmrodor, vol xxii, 1910, p 96)

1721:  Churches & Chapells in the Diocese of Bangor:

(Browne Willis, 1721, Survey of the Cathedral Church of Bangor p 272)

V Llaneidan. St Aidan; Festival Sept 30; Impropriator Thomas Lloyd Esq. 
Capell : Llanddeiniol, Llanedwen; Llanvaci y Cwmmwd. (p281)

Thomas Lloyd’s father’s will was proved in 1680; Thomas Lloyd was alive in 1732.

(J E Griffith, Pedigrees, p 135)

? 1721
 Archdeanery of Anglesey; Deanery of Menai and Malltraeth:

V Llaneidan. St Aidan; Festival Sept 30; Impropriator Thomas Lloyd Esq. 
Capell Llanddeiniol,  St Deiniol fab. Sept 11.

Capell Llanvaci y Cwmmwd, St Mary. Feb 2. 

(Handwritten in later: Llanedwin. St Edwina, Nov 5, capella.)

(Browne Willis, 1721, Survey of the Cathedral Church of Bangor, p281
 CHECK)

1721 Aug 1: 1. Thomas Lloyd of Llanidan, Esq., son and heir of Pierce Lloyd, late of Lligwy, Esq., deceased; 2. Francis Dorsett of Llanidan, gent.; 3. Owen Meyrick of Bodorgan, Esq.

DEED leading the Uses of a fine of … 

The capital messuage and desmesne called Llanidan, other messuages and lands in Llanidan called Tythyn y Berth Ber, Tythin y Skibor Goch, Penthrin Garranod, the old sexton’s tenement and Tyddyn y Defad, 

the rectories, parsonages and tithes of Llanidan, Llanddyniel fab, Llanedwen and Llanfair yn y commot, … . (UWB, Lligwy, ms 1180)

1723  Hugh Wynn. LL.B.,  on death of Henry Rowlands. Formerly Rector of Dolgelley. (J E Griffith, A List of the Clergy of Anglesey, 1930, p 111)

1730/1 Lewis Hughes, clerk, post mortem Hugh Wynn. Died 1773 aged 74.

(J E Griffith, A List of the Clergy of Anglesey, 1930, p 111)

1732/3 Robert Lewis, clerk, post mortem Lewis Hughes. Moved away in 1744; afterwards Chancellor of the Diocese of Bangor. Died 1766. (J E Griffith, A List of the Clergy of Anglesey, 1930, p 111)

Thomas Lloyd was dead by 1746.

1747 Feb 3: Lease of Thomas Lloyd’s estate ( See Lligwy ms 1180) including the appropriate rectory of Llanidan and chapels and tithes of Llanidan, Llanddaniel fab, Llanedwen and Llanfair yn y Commote …

1.  Robert Andrews of St George, Hanover Square, co Middx, gent

2. Rt Hon Francis, Lord North and Guildford and Sir Walter Wagstaff Bagot of Blethfield, co Stafford, Bart. (UWB, Lligwy ms 1192)

1747/8 Llanidan: Robert Hughes, M A, of Portamel isa, alias Plas Coch, to Llywarch Bran. Died 1756, aged 61 years. (J E Griffith, A List of the Clergy of Anglesey, 1930, p 111)

1749: There were 200 families living in Llanidan and its chapelries. (A I Pryce, 1929, The Diocese of Bangor During Three Centuries, p 165)

1756 Llanidan: Henry Rowlands MA, post mortem Robert Hughes. Died 1781. 

(J E Griffith, A List of the Clergy of Anglesey, 1930, p 111)

1776: Bishop of Bangor Terrier: includes Llanfair y cwmmud. 

(NLW, Church in Wales, B/Terr/988)

c1777: Trefarthen, Llanidan parish “47-The old buildings & gardens” (Vaynol 4265)

1781 Llanidan: Lewis Hughes MA, BD, son of Lewis Hughes, the vicar of Llanidan in 1730. (J E Griffith, A List of the Clergy of Anglesey, 1930, p 112)

In 1788 the Bisham Mills were bought by Thomas Williams of Llanidan, Anglesey, M.P. for Great Marlow 1790 - 1802, who built Temple House and used the mills for smelting copper brought from his mines in Wales. The mills were still in the Williams family in 1914. (Victoria County History of Berkshire, III p 148). These were on the site of the former Bisham monastery mills on the river Thames.

1788 Bishop’s Visitation. Clergy replies for Llanidan.

1. Divine service is performed every Sunday at eleven in the morning and four in the afternoon in Welch. A sermon every Sunday in the same language, except of the second Sunday every month when there is an English one.

2. Weekday services- On the great Festivals and Festivals near them.

3. Curate.

4. I serve the annexed chapels of Llanedwen and Llanddaniel, the former is 2 miles and the latter 3 miles from Llanidan.

5. Holy Sacrament on the first Sunday in every month and on the great Festivals.

6. In the year 1787 there were at Easter exactly 170 (communicants) and full as many last year.

7. Papists - none.

8. Presbyterians, Independents, Anabaptists, Quakers etc- Some who call themselves Anabaptists. One Methodist chapel, but no fixed settled teacher.

9. Catechism- The children are catechised some in Welch and some in English during the season of Lent.

10/11. The Register book reaches no further than the year 1746, but has been regularly kept from that time, and returns to the Registry Office are regularly made.

12. Chapels of Ease: Llanedwen, Llanddaniel and Llanfair y Cwmmwd, which is served by Mr Williams, curate of Newborough. No Chapel is in ruins.

13. Terrier- It has been missing for some years.

14. School - none.

15. Charity School - none.

16. Church wardens. The Minister appoints one who nominates his partner.

17. House. There is no vicarage house. My residence is in Llanddaniel.

18. Money given at the Offertory is given to the poor by the churchwardens.

19. Rev Owen Rowlands, Llanddaniel, Anglesea.

(NLW, Church in Wales, B/QA/9)

1788-1859: Malltraeth Marsh - Cors Ddygay - was reclaimed and enclosed by a series of Acts. ( A D Carr, Medieval Anglesey, 1982, p 18)

SEE ENCLOSURE AWARDS FOR FIELD NAMES
CHECK

1793 Llanidan: Henry Rowlands, MA, son of Henry Rowlands (1756). (J E Griffith, A List of the Clergy of Anglesey, 1930, p 112)

1799 July 20: 1. Rt Hon Frederick, Lord Boston; 2. The Hon George Irby, eldest son of Lord Boston; 3. Thomas Williams of Llanidan, Esq.; 4. Edward Boodle of the parish of St George Hanover Square, co Middx, gent.

BARGAIN and SALE enrolled for the purpose of suffering a Recovery of the … Rectory and parsonage appropriate of Llanidan and the chapels and tithes of Llanidan, Llandaniel fab, Llanedwen and Llanfair y comote; the advowson of Llanidan … 

(UWB, Lligwy ms 1198)

1799 Aug 8: Transcript of a Recovery suffered  between Edward Boodle, gent, demandant, Thomas Williams,Esq., tenant and the Hon George Irby, vouchee of the  ….. Rectories  or parsonages appropriate of Llanidan and lands …. In Llanidan … and elsewhere in Anglesey. (UWB, Lligwy, ms 1199)

1801-1834: Bishop of Bangor Terrier for Llanidan. (NLW, Church in Wales, B/Terr/989-996)

1801 Bishop’s Visitation : Queries & Answers.  Llanidan. Summary.

Curate- Rev Owen Rowlands. No papists. Many Methodists; one Methodist chapel but no fixed settled teacher. No vicarage house. No terrier- was missing some years ago. I lodge in the parish. The curate is licensed and serves the annexed chapels of Llanedwen and Llanddaniel. (NLW Church in Wales, B/QA/13, Vol 2, page 932)

1806 comment: Beddgelert "had the tithes of the several parishes of Lanfair is gaer, Abereirch, Dolwyddelen, Llanfihangell y Pennant and Ceidio in Lleyn and Llanidan in Mona, towards its maintenance. How comfortably and securely must those monks have lived, having so rich a revenue for their support." (William Williams, A Survey of the Ancient and Present State of the County  of Caernarvonshire, 1806, in TCHS, 1978, p122)

1808  Bishop’s Visitation. Warden’s Replies from Llanidan.

Vicar resides in Llanedwen in his own house there being no glebe house belonging to it. The vicarage is about 1½ mile distance from Llanidan, being the mother church.

Morning and evening prayer performed by a licensed curate residing in the church about ¼ mile from the church. He serves Llanedwen and Llanddaniel.

No school of any description.  Church- all things are kept in due order.

Reading desk and pulpit, large Bible and Common Prayer book in the Welsh language.

Lewis Owen, Thomas Edwards, Churchwardens. 

(NLW, Church in Wales, B/QA/18 vol III)

1811 Bishop’s Visitation, Abstract of Answers & Queries.

Llanidan, Llanddaniel, Llanedwen.

Revd Henry Rowlands, Rev David Evans.

Dissenters many, but not increasing. No evening service. Average of communicants 15; population 965. No church school. (NLW, Church in Wales. B/ QA/21, p7)

1814 Bishop’s Visitation. Clergy return for Llanidan.

Q8. This church with the annexed chapels of Llanddaniel Fab and Llanedwen is served by an Assistant. I reside in the parish of Llanedwen and serve my rectory of Newborough. My curate is resident in the parish of Llanidan. His Stipend is 70? And surplice fees, he is licensed.

Signed Henry Rowlands, ficer of Llanidan. Plasgwyn.

Answers in a different hand. (NLW, Church in Wales, B/QA/23. Vol 2) CHECK

1831 Vicarage of Llanidan is valued in the king’s books at £10, and with the chapelries of Llanedwen, Llandeiniol-Vab and Llanfair yn y Cymmwd, is in the gift of the lay rector, Lord Boston. The vicar, Rev Henry Rowland, having only a third of the tithes. The church, a spacious structure, containing several good monuments, is said to have been built about the year 616, and dedicated to St Eidan, grandson of Urien Rheged. Day of celebration is on September 30. Henry Rowland, D.D., Bishop of Bangor, in 1616, bequeathed a rent charge £1 10s 0d on his estate of Plas Gwyn, to be distributed among the poor. … In the church is a relique, made … of very ordinary material - a grit, with a roof-like cover. It might have contained a portion of a saint. … The small osteotheca, in Llanidan church, was found in Mr Henry Rowland’s time. It was found about two feet in the ground under the altar, and contained some pieces of bone. He supposed that it belonged to that church, Clunnog, or Llanddwyn, which had their “reliques”, and was secretly deposited here during the demolishing proclamations of Edward VI. No corpse could have been buried there. (Angharad Llwyd, History of the Island of Anglesey, 1833, p 286)

1834: The living is a discharged vicarage, with the perpetual curacy of Llandaniel-Vab, Llanedwen and Llanfair y Cwmmwd annexed, in the archdeaconry of Anglesey and diocese of Bangor, rated in the king’s books at £10, and in the patronage of Lord Boston. The present structure is spacious, and contains several good monuments: a curious reliquary is preserved in the church, formed of common gritstone, with a cover of the same material in the form of a dome. A stone called Maen Morddydd, or the stone of the thigh, to which the faculty of locomotion was anciently attributed, is said to be now built up in the wall of this church, but it is not sufficiently conspicuous to be easily distinguished. (W Lewis, 1834, A Topographical Dictionary of Wales)

1839 Rice Robert Hughes MA, son of Sir William Hughes, Kt of Plas Coch, ap Robert Hughes, rector above-mentioned (1747-48). He died Nov 1850. (J E Griffith, A List of the Clergy of Anglesey, 1930, p 112)

1839 The old church was abandoned  & the eastern wall demolished in 1840. (Lligwy 899-900)

1844 : Church abandoned and a new church built on a new site.

Western end was retained as a mortuary chapel and a closing wall was built, leaving most of the central arcade free-standing within the churchyard. (F Lynch, Gwynedd, 1996, p 182-3)

1848 : Llanidan (Church tithes, hall or lands?) The church once belonged to the convent of Beddgelert. In 1535 it followed the fate of that house. Queen Elizabeth granted it to Edward Downham and Peter Ashton, who sold it in 1605 to Richard Prytherch of Myvyriau, whose daughter married a Llwyd of Lligwy on the other side of the island. On the extinction of that family all their estates were bought by the late Lord Uxbridge who left them to his nephew, Sir William Irby, the late Lord Boston, whose son, the present lord, occasionally resides there. (Parry, 1848, Cambrian Mirror p 193)

1850 May: The old parish church, now abandoned and in great  measure ruinated, is in a secluded site close to Sir Boston’s house. It is a larger and better structure than most of the Anglesey churches. It consists of two equal aisles, divided by an arcade of Tudor arches, with octagonal piers. The western portion is still roofed, and used for funerals, but the larger part of the church is open to the skies. There are some Middle Perpendicular indications, but most of the windows are square-headed. The porch has a plain stone vault, and contains a stoup. Over the west end is a bell-gable in an arch, and mantled with ivy; the font is cylindrical. (Arch. Camb. 1900 p 103, Stephen R Glynne, Notes on the older churches in the Four Welsh Dioceses).

1851 Llanidan: Hugh Hughes Jones RRH. (J E Griffith, A List of the Clergy of Anglesey, 1930, p 112)

1869 Bishop’s Visitation: Queries & Answers: Deanery of Menai: Llanidan.

Rev H H Jones, since 1850. Curate Rev Thomas Charles.

Population in 1861:
Llanidan

1,323




Llandaniel fab

   422




Llanedwen

   273




Llanfair y cwmmwd
     37

No parsonage house. Sunday services: Llanidan 11 a.m. & 3 p.m.

Llandaniel & Llanedwen - a morning & afternoon service alternately.

Llanedwen - an English afternoon service once a fortnight.

The Sacrament is administered once in two months at each church.

No of communicants: Llanidan 49; Llandaniel 8; Llanedwen 15.

No in congregation: Llanidan ?59; Llandaniel 20; Llanedwen 37.

There is a National School at Llanidan, & also a small Sunday School, but none in either of the other parishes. No returns of members. There were no collections during the last year. The several churches are stated to be in good repair. The tower of Llanidan was raised at the expense of Lord Boston. Llanfair y cwmwd was put into repair by the parishioners, but they do not appear to have any services held there.

(NLW, Church in Wales, B/QA/29)

1886 Llanidan: Daniel Jones Lewis, BA, post mortem HHJ; (J E Griffith, A List of the Clergy of Anglesey, 1930, p 112)

1898 Llanidan: Richard Evans, MA, of Trawsfynydd. (J E Griffith, A List of the Clergy of Anglesey, 1930, p 112)

PLAS BERW, Llanidan parish ( ?Township/hamlet of Berw)

c1480: An earlier house, now ruined was built by Ithel ap Howell of Berw. 

c1536 an upper floor was inserted; in the late 16th century a three storied building was added to the solar at the east end. Between 1650-1750 a cross wall was added isolating this part of the house. The later house was built in 1615 by Sir Thomas Holland. (his will was  proved in 1643) (RCAHM, Anglesey, 1937, p 100-102).

It is not certain whether Ithel ap Howell of Berw was a tenant of the Priory of Beddgelert.

The History of Berw, 1861, John Williams, & J E Griffith, Pedigrees, p 83.

1. Llywarch ap Bran, Lord of Menai, lived on the brow  above Porthamel and Plascoch, where many venerable thorn trees now (1861) mark the spot.

2. Son, Iorwerth; 

3. Son, Meredydd; a supporter of prince Llewelyn ap Iorwerth; he received additional lands. 

4. Son, Goronwy; 

5. Son, Meredydd Ddu; had lands in many townships - end of 13th century- owned all lands now known as Berw, Bodowyr, Plasgwyn, Porthamel and Plas Newydd. Porthamel manor included … Bodowyr and Berw.

1306-08 Maredudd Ddu ap Goronwy was rhaglaw  (bailiff) for commote Menai.

6a Elder son Cynfrig  ap Maredudd  Ddu who succeeded at Porthamel .

Cynfrig had at least six sons including Tudur, Deicws & Maredudd.

Maredudd held many offices; he was rhingyll (beadle) of Menai from 1390/1 until the Glyndwr revolt in which the three brothers played an active part. They submitted in 1406 & Maredudd had to pay a fine of £5 - the third highest in Anglesey . By 1408/8 Maredudd was holding many administrative roles & acquired escheat lands in Menai & elsewhere; in 1413/14 he was farming the Llanidan ferry, several mills and escheat lands in Menai. He was a prominent figure in Newborough but was dead by 1428. (A D Carr, 1982, Medieval Anglesey, p 211)

6b Younger son Evan Wyddel ap Maredudd Ddu, with an Irish mother, received Bodowyr and Gwely Maredudd ap Iorwerth in Porthamel, and Gwely Maredudd ap Iorwerth in Eskyviog . (Ysgaw = elder trees)  plus other lands. These two later formed the township of Berw (watercress).



CHECK

1359-60 David  ap Ieuan Wyddel was rhaglaw for commote Menai.

1360  document granted to Cynfrig ap Meredydd and his son Ithel, (respectively brother and nephew of Evan Gwyddel),  former Beddgelert priory lands. (Details are given elsewhere) Ynys y Meirch is down on the low lands of Corsdygay. 

1372 Madog ap Cynwig ap Meredudd leased / purchased priory land at Berwissaf between Madog Voel and Carreg ? Brwynog. (UWB, Baron Hill ms 1647) 

7b 1377-80, 1381-83, 1384-1388 Dafydd ap Ieuan Wyddel’s son, Llewelyn ap Dafydd was rhingyll (beadle) for commote Menai. He was rhaglaw ( bailiff) for commote Menai from 1388-1393; he was of Bodowyr and was living c1450. (A D Carr, 1982, Medieval Anglesey, p 79)

8b  His eldest son Sir Rees, had Bodowyr, (the house was pulled down c1820s). He was rhingyll for commote Menai from 1441-42. (A D Carr, 1982, Medieval Anglesey, p 79)

8c  His younger son, Howell ap Llewelyn was sent to colonise the Berw area. He was rhingyll for commote Menai from 1418-9 and 1421-2. (A D Carr, 1982, Medieval Anglesey, p 79)

1421 Howel ap Llewelyn ap Dafydd ap Ieuan of Berw,  obtained a licence to acquire lands in Bodlew and Berw uchaf; in 1437-8 he made a fine of £3 6s 8d to acquire more in Berw Isaf and several adjacent townships - the licence may have been retrospective.  In November 1438 Hywel obtained licence for further acquisitions in Rhoscolyn. Bryngwallen and Trefarthen. (A D Carr, 1982, Medieval Anglesey, p 179-80)

1422 Howell, of Porthamel, in a deed granting David ap Kendrick ap Meredudd a place in Bodlew called Tyddyn Margad verch Evan ap Hywfa. Howell must have lived in the upper portion of his demesne, the lower was Tre’r beirdd. Later lower Berw was united with the distant township of Trefarthen, rather than with its upper half in Porthamel and Llanidan. Tre’r beirdd is but a farm down in a bog eight miles away.

1428 Howel ap Llewelyn ap Dafydd ap Ieuan of Berw,  was a burgess at Newborough. (A D Carr, 1982, Medieval Anglesey, p 264)

9c Ithel ap Howell of Berw c 1480 built the earlier of the present houses at Berw. Ithel ap Hywel ap Llywelyn was joint rhingyll for commote Menai in 1437-8, and an approver in 1449-50 and 1456-57. (A D Carr, 1982, Medieval Anglesey, p 80)

His son Owain died, leaving heirs. Owain ab Ithel was an approver in 1480-81. (A D Carr, 1982, Medieval Anglesey, p 80)

1499 Llewelyn ap Rhys ap Gruffydd ab Einion of Berw isaf conveyed three closes there with a house standing on them and half a meadow belonging to these closes between them and Cors Ddyga. (NLW. Carreglwyd I, 2100, in A D Carr, 1982, Medieval Anglesey, p 36)

1500 mortgage deed of lands of Berow isaf is extant (1861). 

(The History of Berw, 1861, John Williams, TAAS supplement May 1915, p 8).

1503 Crown Rental: 

Terr y pentir 



xvij d ; 

Terr Griff ap Jevan ap Madoc 
iiij d; 

Terr Rys ap Hywel yno 

xiiij d (?Berw uchaf); 

Terr Meibion Owain ap Ithel 

xiiij d; 

Terr y ty mawr als tir Elinor 

iiij d; 

Terr Hicke 



x d; 





somme v s, iij d. 

(The History of Berw, 1861, John Williams, TAAS supplement May 1915, p 7).

10 Ithel ap Hywel’s daughter Ellinor married John Holland of Berw, HSA 1461; their great great grandson was Sir Thomas Holland who built the later house at Berw.

11 1515-1522: Ellinor’s son, Owen Holland, (HSA 1504, died 1529) was in possession of Berw in 1515 when he granted a 7 year lease of the land and stock for £10 p.a. to Meredydd ap Thomas, squire of Porthamel. The lease mentions Meredydd ap Howell, taillor, late occupied the premises - Berw, Ynys Ferw and Bryn kyllok.

1521 John Owen, [parson in holy orders] son & heir of Owen ap Ithel, gent., released to Owen Holland all rights in Berowe yssa, Berowe ywcha, Tree Byrthe, Tree varthyn, Bodlew, Tree Yvan, Ros colyn or elsewhere in Anglesey which the said Owen then occupied, in right of his mother, and which Sir John Owen had already granted him.

1522 John Owen [parson] made a similar release to Owen Holland of  “all the lands in Berowe yssa (etc as before) which descended to him on the death of his father Owen ap Ithel, or of his brother, Hugh Owen.

1523 Owen Holland, Sheriff of Anglesey [for life], made a Settlement of all the hereditaments [listed before], vesting them in trustees. He did not live at Berw.

1524 Owen Holland purchased Tyddyn Hwfa, near St Ceinwen’s church, of Sir David Trevor, parson of Llanallgo, (Sir David ap Hoell ap Jevan ap Rhys, poet/bard).

? 
Owen Holland purchased all his lands in Llanidan, Llanedwen and Llanddeiniol vab from John ap Rhys ap Hoel, of Porthamel; probably the son of Rhys ap Howell of Bodowyr.

1526 Owen Holland’s trustees exchanged lands with Rowland Griffith of Plas Newydd, whose daughter later married Owen Holland’s son, Edward Holland.

1528 Owen Holland granted to Rydderch ap Jevan ap Ednyfed of Myfyrian and to Jevan ap William ap Hoell ap Jevan of Gronow “ the site and foundation place of a mylne at Berow”; the millstones he had at Berw; and certain privileges of water, for a term of forty years.

1529 Owen Holland died; his widow was Ethelrede (Audrey), daughter of Richard Hampden of Kimble, Esquire.

1530 Rhydderch ap David, owner of Myfyrian, had a lease from Owen Holland of the lands at Ynys Ferw for 100 years from 1530 at 5/4d rent.

Owen Holland’s son Edward (living 1575) married Ellin, daughter of Rowland Griffith, Plas Newydd.

Edward’s son, Owen Holland married Elizabeth, daughter of Sir Richard Buckeley & was MPA 1583-4, and HSA 1590. Died 1600 - Inquisition held at Beaumaris on his lands: Mansion & demesne at Berw; and at Trefarthyn; Nine tenements in Porthamel; five in Trefarthyn; one in Nanthwrva; one at Carnau; ten at Bodlewe; two in Clynnog vechan near Newborough; five in Rhos colyn.

1600 his second son, Thomas Holland inherited. In 1615 he built the new mansion

Other mansions:

Manor of Llywarch ap Bran, Porthamel proper, had gone by marriage to a branch of the Buckeley family, even before Berw came to the Hollands;

Plas Newydd was mortgaged by Maurice Griffith, Holland’s uncle, to the Bagenals, who afterward possessed it;

Plas Gwyn was sold to Rowlands, Bishop of Bangor.

(The History of Berw, 1861, John Williams, TAAS supplement, May 1915; J E Griffith, Pedigrees).

From Griffith’s Pedigrees:

11 Ellinor’s daughter Mallt married Dafydd ap Ieuan of Myfryran, Llanidan.

12 Their son Rhydderch ap Dafydd HSA 1545, will 1560.

13 Son Richard ap Rhydderch, MPA 1541

14 Son Rhydderch ap Richard, bard, living 1580-1620

15 Son Richard Prytherch 1586-post 1647, Chief Justice of Chester. 

16 Son Godfrey Prytherch married Ann, daughter of Pierce Lloyd

17 Their daughter & heiress married Piers Lloyd of Lligwy.

(Llanidan Families complied from Griffith’s Pedigrees p 51. 85, 110, 115

Early 1700s: Rev Henry Rowlands, Antiquitates Parochiales:

The Rectory  and Vicarage of Llanidan has under it four parishes and several townships. The parishes are Llanidan, Llan Edwen, Llanddaniel Fab and Llanfair y Cwmmwd. The townships are Porthamel, Gwydryn, Trefarthen, Tre’r Drew, Tre’r Beirdd and Llanfair. (H Rowlands, Antiquitates Parochiales No VIII, Arch Camb, Vol 3, p 55- 60)

 … The whole rectory was, for many centuries, annexed to the monastery of Beddgelert, endowed with one third of the emolument for the rites of religion. … the monasteries being by law dissolved, and this priory being demolished, the rectorial rights of the place, together with the advowson of the vicarage, first of all devolved upon the king; and they were conferred by the king upon Bisham in Surrey; after that they were sold by Queen Elizabeth to Edmund Downham and Peter Ashton (24 Eliz) and lastly, these persons having sold them, they fell into possession of Richard Prydderch, of Myfyrion; whose great grandson Mr Pierce Llwyd, of Llanidan … is now in full possession thereof. (H Rowlands, Antiquitates Parochiales No VIII, Arch Camb, Vol 3, p 56)

Tre’r Drew township: granted to the church of Clynnog Fawr; documents dated 1412 and 1470. Includes Tre Ifan and Tre Vwri … the land is very fruitful, abounding in pastures and meadows, which, like a ridge slightly elevated and surrounded by wet ground, extends for some distance along the river Braint. (H Rowlands, Antiquitates Parochiales No VIII, Arch Camb, Vol 3, p 57-60)

Tre’r Beirdd. Not included in the 1352 Anglesey Extent.

See 1360 charter in which Iorwerth ap Dafydd ap Garw, a free tenant of the Prior of Beddgelert,  sells all the lands in the township of Berw and in the hamlet of Tre’r beirdd- lands at Glas Ynys determined on one side by Ynys y Meirch opposite to Trefarthen, and on the other by Gwaur Walchmai facing Tref beirdd. … Given at Llanidan in the monastery there.

Rowlands suggested that the prior may have resided at “the ruins (in 1710) called Merddyn y Prior, near Blochdy, on the south side of this township.” …

The township abounds in small tenements called freeholds, though fewer in number than formerly, because many have been / are about to be sold, not a few of which Mr Pierce Lloyd of Llanidan brought together by his own purchase as well as that of his predecessors. Others also have John Morris of ***cleaning, and Henry Williams of Llangoed acquired for themselves and their heirs. For a long period back, to the time of the prior .. Sir Arthur Owen, Bart., Mr Nicolas Bagnal, Mr Francis Bulkeley, Mr Henry Fitzgerald & Mr Richard Hughes claim their lands by hereditary descent.

This land, owing to its tender soil, and the ***seating property of limestone, has a very fresh and succulent turf, and, where it is adapted for the plough share, is exceedingly productive of barley and wheat; nor is it unfavourable for rearing and fattening cattle. It is about a mile both in length and breadth, and drawn out in the shape of a cross. (H Rowlands, Antiquitates Parochiales No IX, Arch Camb, 1848, p 164-68)

Tref Arthen: land given to Arthen, youngest son of Cadrodd Hardd, lord of Bodavon.

In 1352 - a free township with three gwelau: Cynrig ap Arthen, Bledddyn ap Arthen and Madog ap Arthen. (H Rowlands, Antiquitates Parochiales No IX, Arch Camb, 1848, p 168-69)

Myfyrion Ucha - where the Prydderch family flourished for many years; they long since removed to Llanidan.

Myfyrion Issa - formerly the inheritance of the Bodwyrion family, but it is now sold in allotments to Mr William Owen of Tal y bont.

(H Rowlands, Antiquitates Parochiales No XI, Arch Camb, Vol III, p 294)

Tre Wydryn - In this township is situated the church of St Aidan, in a  most delightful spot near the sea-side; the fabric, indeed, considering the old style of the building, is neither small nor inelegant; and a new church has, about two hundred years ago (1510), been added, being attached to the old by means of intercolumniations. Not long since, a stone chest, full of sacred relics, with a fitting lid of the same stone, and with three small openings at the side, arched above, of the whetstone kind, well and carefully shaped, was dug out from beneath the altar. 

… Formerly there was a very small cottage here, which the  common people, until lately, used to call the “Cellar”, from its being a place where ale was sold. It was there before Richard Prytherch … fixed his seat and residence. 

… Carreg Wydryn  … Gelli Wydryn - family formerly held lands in Bryngwyn which were mortgaged over to Galfrid Williams of Pentir, and as the money was not paid, is now the property of William Williams, son of Galfrid Williams. … The hamlet of Bryngwyn, though separated from it by a certain distance, seems to belong to this township. (See document cited & dated November, 20 Richard II - 1399). The hamlet of Bryngwyn was joined to the township of Gwydryn, I think, … to supply it with hay, in which it was very deficient. … This hamlet stretches out in length by the river Braint, and is interspersed with many tenements, each of which has its own meadows. (Rev Henry Rowlands, Antiquitates Parochiales No XI, Arch Camb, Vol III, p 294-301)

Berw Township: Upper- Berw uchaf, extending into Llanfihangel, part of Porthamel;

Lower part, situated in the parish of Llanidan, to the township of Tre’r beirdd.  Charter of Iorwerth ap Dafydd ap Garw of Tre’r beirdd - shows Brew & Tre’r beirdd depended by lordly and feudal obligation upon the monastery of Beddgelert.

Berw was the residence of Howel ap Llewelyn ap Dafydd, being now separated from Bodowyr, to which it was formerly subject … a new family was about to arise. Howel - Ithel - Helena, whose brother died, married John Holland - Owen - Edward - Owen - all lived in this mansion. Owen’s son Sir Thomas Holland added to the house - his fraternal nephew Owen Holland. … The Holland family bought small adjoining farms; others have been inherited by Mr Francis Buckeley of Porthamel, John Griffth of Coedane and a few others of the old heirs.

(Rev Henry Rowlands, Antiquitates Parochiales No XII, Arch Camb, Vol IV, p 36-38)

PARISH of Llanedwen - Township of Porthamel.

The township of Porthamel for the most part comprehends two parishes - Llanedwen and Llandeiniol Fab. Llanedwen forms the major part, having its own chapel subordinate to the church of St Aidan, which is dedicated to Edwen. … The derivation of Porthamel may be … named after the “frequent port” or Porth ym Moel “the port on the promontory”. 1371 Charter of Maenol Porthamel. In the old charter of Clynog       “And King Tegwaret gave Porthamel”. … However it became free, and under Llywarch Bran, governor of Menai … who resided in his llys near Plascoch. … In the Royal Extent of Edward III Llywarch ap Bran ap Dyfnwal divided his estate among his three sons, Iorwerth, Cadwgan and Madog, … from which twelve  families have in this Rectory kept their inheritance until now, and are in possession of the same. …

This township embraces the following hamlets: Llanedwen, Llandeiniol, or Bodlew, Bodowyr, Myfyrion, Berw uchaf, Cefn Poeth, Treysgawen. … A detailed description of the Welyau is in the Extent. (Antiquitates Parochiales No XII, Arch Camb, Vol IV, p 38-41) There may have been a grant of a maenol to a prominent figure in twelfth century Gwynedd. ( A D Carr, 1982, Medieval Anglesey, p 155)

LLANVAIR-YN-CWMMWD CHURCH

This is a  partial history of the church at Llanfair yn Cwmwd, using information gathered as research into the history of the priory and church at Beddgelert. There are many additional sources of information about the church and parish in the Ynys Mon Archive Office, in the Church in Wales documents in the National Library of Wales at Aberystwyth and elsewhere.

It is not known whether the dedication to St Mary was the original dedication, suggesting the church was post Norman, or whether there had been an earlier British dedication.

This church may be the St Mary sacked by the Normans in 1157 along with St Peter, possibly at Rhosyr. ( A D Carr, Medieval Anglesey, 1982, p 267)

Llanvair y cwmmwd: This parochial district is situated in the middle of the parish of Llangeinwen, but is ecclesiastically subordinate to the church of Llanidan. It appears to be a manor belonging to the Bishop of Bangor, according to whose extent eight plough lands used formerly to constitute the portion of his villenage. ( Rev Henry Rowlands, Antiquitates Parochiales No XII, Arch Camb, Vol XIII, p 179) 

There is a twelfth century font with carving. “In its conception, it indicates little direct influence from the designs on pre- Norman crosses. The five human heads set at intervals round the lower zone are undoubtedly due to direct Norman influence.” 

(H H Hughes, Arch Camb. 1930, The Ancient Churches of Anglesey, p254-55)

1254: It is listed in the Taxation of Norwich (Lunt W E, , 1926, The Valuation of Norwich, p192)

Mid thirteenth century: Richly carved expanded-arm cross slab with the spaces between the arms filled with rich foliations branching from a central decorative stem. … The formal leaves are of a normal 13th century design, and the carving, which is well executed, closely resembles that on an early slab at Valle Crucis. This must have been a monument of an important person… (C A Gresham, 1968, Medieval Stone Carvings in North Wales, p 65-66; see RCAHM Anglesey, p 74a; TAAS, 1931, p 105)

The church is much restored, but is probably medieval, although there are no dateable features remaining. There is no structurally distinct chancel. Sixteenth century mullions are inserted in the modern North & South nave windows. (RCAHM, Anglesey, p 74)

?date:  lands granted to Beddgelert priory by Lord Owain (ap Gruffydd)

(H Rowlands, Arch Camb 1848 p 164-8; A D Carr 1982 Medieval Anglesey p 267)

It is not known when this church became appropriated to the Augustinian priory at Beddgelert.

1306 extent of the bishop of Bangor - all episcopal bond township were held by tir gwelyog tenure. Llanfair yn cwmwd is the smallest parish in Anglesey and it is probably coterminous with the medieval episcopal township of Llanfair. In 1306 it was held by  two bond gwelyau which consisted of ten named tenants along with an avowry tenant or incomer. If this meant that there were eleven homesteads there, there must have been some nucleated settlement: there is none today. (Record of Caernarvon p 104; A D Carr, 1982, Medieval Anglesey p 31) 

Llanfair y Cwmwd:  Listed as an Episcopal Bond Tir Gwelyawg vill.

(The Distribution of Medieval Settlements in Anglesey, Glanville R J Jones, TAAS, 1955, p91)

1535. Heading of section incomplete:

Monastery of St Mary of Bethkylhert - only in the hand of the Lord King.


Archdeaconry of Anglesey: Deanery of Menai & Malltraeth:

chapels of Llan Edan, Llan Edwen, Llan ddeynyiol vab & Llan vair in y comote
attached to the said monastery.


Archdeaconry of Merionyth: Deanery of Efion.

Llanfihangel in y penant is attached to the said monastery.


Archdeaconry of Bangor: Deanery of Iscor & Uchaf in Arvon:

Llanvair Isgayre & Bettus Garnion is attached to the same monastery.


Archdeaconry of Bangor: Deanery of Issaphe & Nanconwey:

Chapel of Dolwethelan is likewise attached to the said monastery.



(1535 Valor Ecclesiasticus: Vol 6, Page xvi)

1535 Archdeaconry of Anglesey; Deanery of Menai & Malltraeth:

Attached to Bethkelert:

Rectory of Llan Nedan with its chapels of ease namely Llan dewen, Llan ddwen, Llan ddeinnel vab & Llanvair yny comote belonging to the Monastery of Bethkelert, the said monastery is in the hands of the Lord King. 

Master  Gregorius ap Lli is the vicar of the same. 
xx marcs.

(receives the small tithes) (1535 Valor Ecclesiasticus: Vol 6, Page xvii)

1535 All the revenues of the Lord Archdeacon of Anglesey in his own - Menay:

Llan Nedan cu Capl’ 
viij s iiij d. 
8s 4d. 

(1535 Valor Ecclesiasticus: Vol 6, Page xxi)

1535 Annual revenues of the Lord Archdeacon of Anglesey in his own archdeaconry:

Deanery of Menai: Llan nedan with chapels:
 viij s iiij d.

Deanery of Llivon, Malltraeth & Menai  fact p probes virous eozd decanat.

The value of Llan Nedan with chapels:
xx mark.

[Along with the xx mark for Llanddwyn, these are the highest values apart from Holyhead] (1535 Valor Ecclesiasticus: Vol 6, p xxiii)

1535 Lord Archdeacon of Anglesey: Menai:

Llan nedan with chapels
viij s. iiij.d. (8s 4d)

(1535 Valor Ecclesiasticus: Vol 6, p xxiii)

1535 LLAN EDAN with its chapels of ease now in the King’s hand as a Rectory and not counting as a Vicarate.

The value of the benefice of the Rectory of Llan Edan annually in offerings of lambs and wool, and milk tithes and every other small tithe deemed to be due by the estimation of the Vicar of the said Rectory, Gregory ap Llewelyn, are as follows:

Firstly £20 on behalf of appropriation

Item in £10 on behalf of the Vicar

Item in glebe lands of the said church £2 of which glebe lands the said Vicar is entitled to / owns 4 virgates of land …. 32 ….

And next, the said Vicar asks for a reduction of 26s and 8d to defray the annual Cathedral charges by the Bishop and Archdeacon of Anglesey and 15s in respect of their visitations.

Gregory ap Llewelyn, Vicar of the said church.

Item the said Vicar (Gregory ap Lli) paeth iiij li (£4) of annual cellarie for the cure of Llanadwen & Llanddemel Vab belonging to the sayd Benefice wherof he desireth to be allowed & to be deducted. (1535 Valor Ecclesiasticus: Vol 6, page xxv)

On 15 January 1536 : King Henry VIII granted Beddgelert to the Abbey of Chertsey in Surrey in exchange for the manor of Chabham etc. 

John Corderey, the abbot and the convent of St Peter, Cherstey, Surrey. Mortmain grant of the ground, site, etc of the monastery of St Mary, Beethkilhert, Anglesea, and all those messuages, 100 acres of land, 40 acres of pasture, 3 acres of meadow, 100 acres of wood and £6 rent; all the messuages etc in the vills, fields etc of Tresbyerth, Llandam, Treverth, Anglesea, and in Penarth Pont Dolewethlan Ebererche Llanvairisgaer in Beethkylhart and Woytheer, Carnarvon, which David Conway, the late prior held in right of the said priory; with the patronage of the churches, vicarages, chapels and chantries of Beethkylhart Llanyddan, Dolongand alias Dolithlond, Llanwayer, Abberagh and Bettus, in Anglesea and Carnarvon.

This grant is made in exchange for the following possessions granted to the King by John the abbot and the convent of St Peter, Chertsey, by their charter dated 1 May (1535) 27 Henry VIII. Viz: …. the Manor of Chatham ……. With the annual rent of £6 13s 4d. Greenwich, 15 Jan 27 Henry VIII. (Enrolled 1 Jan).

1538: It is presumed that the canons of Beddgelert, or their appointed curates, served here until the dissolution of the monasteries.

1538 Crown land: Llanidan, Llanedwen, Llandaniel Fab and Llanfair yn y Cwmwd were impropriate churches which had belonged to Beddgelert priory. In addition to lands, churches were granted to religious houses from time to time; when this happened the foundation received most of the tithes instead of the parson, and appointed a vicar to look after the parish. This practice was called impropriation. (Atlas of Anglesey p 43)

1577 Dec 20: Lessee: Owen ap Robert Owen

Rectories of Llanydan, Llanedwyn, Llanthenyell val, Llanfayer y commot (late Priory of Berkelet otherwise Berkellert). £21 17s 3d. Rent £21 17s 3d. Fine 2 years’ rent. 21 years. (See Caernarfon) (Records of Court of Augmentations relating to Wales & Monmouthshire. Lewis & Conway Davies 1954, Anglesey p190) 

1582 dated bell at Llanfair y Cwmmwd church..

1578 April 17:  Lease for 21 years to Owen ap Roberte Owen [of Llaneugrad co A] of 

(1) all the spiritualities late belonging to Berkellet alias Berkellert priory in the county 

of Carnarvon and the rectory of Berthkellert, the rectory of Llanviagell y Penaunt, the rectory of Llanvar Isgair and Bettus, the rectory of Aberch, the chapel of Kynvill and the chapel of Doloweddelan, co Carnarvon, and 

(2) the rectory of Llanydan, the rectory of Lloinedwyn, the rectory of Llaneniell Vab and the rectory of Llanvayer y Comot, co Anglesey, all late of the said priory of Berkellet, once belonging to the monastery of Bysham alias Bustlesham, co. Berks, and afterwards granted to Anne of Cleves for life ; with reservations; from Michaelmas last; yearly rents (1) £9 7s 8d and (2) £21 17s 3d. In consideration of the surrender by the said Owen in respect of the premises of a patent, 20 Feb., 3 Eliz., leasing to John Tamworth the house and site of Bethkilhart priory and all lands then or late in the tenure of John Gough in the counties of Carnarvon and Anglesey or elsewhere in North Wales once of the said priory for 21 years from Michaelmas then next at a yearly rent of £42; and for a fine of £62 9s 10d paid at the Exchequer.

By p.s. (Cal of Patent Rolls 1577-78, C66/1167, ms 2878, page 434)

1582 Jan 25: Grant in fee simple to Edmund Downynge and Peter Ashton of the following lands, rents and tithes (tenants named), yearly values as specified: ………

The rectory and advowson of Penmon, Anglesey, late of Penmon priory (32s 4d);

The rectories of, and tithes in, Beddgelert, Llanfihangell y pennant, Llanvairisgaer, Bettws and Abererch, the chapels of, and tithes in, Cynvill and Dolwyddelan, Caernarvonshire, the rectories of, and tithes in, Llanidan, Llanedwen, Llanddaniel Fab and Llanfair y Cwmwd, Anglesey, and the advowsons of Beddgelert, Abererch and Llanidan, all late of  Bisham monastery, Berkshire.(£31 4s 11d). [and many more] The grantees are charged with the following yearly payments:

40s as stipend for a curate in Penmon, 20s to the bishop of Bangor and 8s 4d to the archdeacon of Anglesey for synodals and procurations, etc etc

In consideration of the surrender of certain rectories and tithes of the yearly value of £58 4s 3d., granted to Downynge and Ashton, by patent, 27 Oct last. (See 23 above). By P.S. (Cal Patent Rolls Eliz 1 vol x page 250-1; ms 1876, C66/1219. 24 Eliz 1.

1642

Civil War

1649-1660
Commonwealth

1660 

Restoration of the Monarchy

1695/6 March 2: 1. Pierce Lloyd of Lligwy, Esq. 2. Hugh Griffith of Caernarvon, gent., 3. John Owen of Amlwch, Esq. And Edmund Glynne of Rhosemor, gent

DEED leading the Uses of a fine of …

The capital messuage and lands called Llanidan …

The rectory and parsonage appropriate of Llanidan and the chapels and tithes of Llanidan and the chapels of Llanddanielfab, Llanedwen and Llanfair yn y comod. …

(UWB, Lligwy, ms 1175)

? 1721
 Archdeanery of Anglesey; Deanery of Menai and Malltraeth:

V Llaneidan. St Aidan; Festival Sept 30; Impropriator Thomas Lloyd Esq. 
Capell Llanddeiniol,  St Deiniol fab. Sept 11.

Capell Llanvaci y Cwmmwd, St Mary. Feb 2. 

(Handwritten in later: Llanedwin. St Edwina, Nov 5, capella.)

(Browne Willis, 1721, Survey of the Cathedral Church of Bangor, p281
 CHECK)

? 1721:  Churches & Chapells in the Diocese of Bangor:

(Browne Willis, 1721, Survey of the Cathedral Church of Bangor p 272)

V Llaneidan. St Aidan; Festival Sept 30; Impropriator Thomas Lloyd Esq. 

Capell : Llanddeiniol, Llanedwen; Llanvaci y Cwmmwd. (p281)

1721 Aug 1: 1. Thomas Lloyd of Llanidan, Esq., son and heir of Pierce Lloyd, late of Lligwy, Esq., deceased; 2. Francis Dorsett of Llanidan, gent.; 3. Owen Meyrick of Bodorgan, Esq.
DEED leading the Uses of a fine of … 

The capital messuage and desmesne called Llanidan, other messuages and lands in Llanidan called Tythyn y Berth Ber, Tythin y Skibor Goch, Penthrin Garranod, the old sexton’s tenement and Tyddyn y Defad, 

the rectories, parsonages and tithes of Llanidan, Llanddyniel fab, Llanedwen and Llanfair yn y commot, … . (UWB, Lligwy, ms 1180)

Thomas Lloyd was dead by 1746.

1747 Feb 3: Lease of Thomas Lloyd’s estate ( See Lligwy ms 1180) including the appropriate rectory of Llanidan and chapels and tithes of Llanidan, Llanddaniel fab, Llanedwen and Llanfair yn y Commote …

1.  Robert Andrews of St George, Hanover Square, co Middx, gent

2. Rt Hon Francis, Lord North and Guildford and Sir Walter Wagstaff Bagot of Blethfield, co Stafford, Bart. (UWB, Lligwy ms 1192)

1788 Bishp’s Visitation. Replies of the clergy

Within the reply from the parish of Newborough:

I serve Llanfair y cwmwd which is two miles distance from Newborough. I reside at Bangor, 12 miles off. David Williams, Bangor. (NLW, Church in Wales, B/QA/9)

1788 Bishop’s Visitation. Clergy replies for Llanidan.

4. I serve the annexed chapels of Llanedwen and Llanddaniel, the former is 2 miles and the latter 3 miles from Llanidan.

12. Chapels of Ease: Llanedwen, Llanddaniel and Llanfair y Cwmmwd, which is served by Mr Williams, curate of Newborough. No Chapel is in ruins.

19. Rev Owen Rowlands, Llanddaniel, Anglesea.

(NLW, Church in Wales, B/QA/9)

1799 July 20: GET NAMES 
CHECKED

BARGAIN and SALE enrolled for the purpose of suffering a Recovery of the … Rectory and parsonage appropriate of Llanidan and the chapels and tithes of Llanidan, Llandaniel fab, Llanedwen and Llanfair y comote; the advowson of Llanidan … ( UWB, Lligwy ms 1198)

1799 Aug 8: Transcript of a Recovery suffered …(as above) (UWB, Lligwy, ms 1199)

1801 Bishop’s Visitation: Queries & Answers: Newborough

Rev Henry Rowlands, Rectory of Newborough, lives at Plas Gwyn, 5 miles distant. 

I serve on every third Sunday Llanfair y Cwmwd, as chapel of ease belonging to the vicarage of Llanidan, about three miles distant, situated in my way to Newborough.

(NLW, Church in Wales, B/QA/13, Vol 2, page 853)

1814 Bishop’s Visitation. Clergy return for Llanidan.

Q8. This church with the annexed chapels of Llanddaniel Fab and Llanedwen is served by an Assistant. I reside in the parish of Llanedwen and serve my rectory of Newborough. My curate is resident in the parish of Llanidan. His Stipend is 70? And surplice fees, he is licensed. Signed Henry Rowlands, ficer of Llanidan. Plasgwyn.

Answers in a different hand. (NLW, Church in Wales, B/QA/23. Vol 2) 
CHECK
1831 Vicarage of Llanidan is valued in the king’s books at £10, and with the chapelries of Llanedwen, Llandeiniol-Vab and Llanfair yn y Cymmwd, is in the gift of the lay rector, Lord Boston. The vicar, Rev Henry Rowland, having only a third of the tithes. (Angharad Llwyd, History of the Island of Anglesey, 1833, p 286)

1834: Llanfair y Cwmmwd: a chapelry in the parish of Llanidan, in the hundred of Menai, county of Anglesey. The living is a curacy, annexed to the vicarage of Llanidan in the archdeaconry of Anglesey and the diocese of Bangor. The chapel, dedicated to St Mary, has been for years in a state of such dilapidation as to preclude the performance of divine service, but it is at present being rebuilt, and when completed, will afford great accommodation to the inhabitants of the chapelry, which is more than four miles distant from the parish church. (W Lewis, 1834, A Topographical Dictionary of Wales)

1869 Bishop’s Visitation: Queries & Answers: Deanery of Menai: Llanidan.

Rev H H Jones, since 1850. Curate Rev Thomas Charles.

Population in 1861:
Llanidan

1,323




Llandaniel fab

   422




Llanedwen

   273




Llanfair y cwmmwd
     37

No parsonage house. Sunday services: Llanidan 11 a.m. & 3 p.m.

Llandaniel & Llanedwen - a morning & afternoon service alternately.

Llanedwen - an English afternoon service once a fortnight.

The Sacrament is administered once in two months at each church.

No of communicants: Llanidan 49; Llandaniel 8; Llanedwen 15.

No in congregation: Llanidan ?59; Llandaniel 20; Llanedwen 37.

There is a National School at Llanidan, & also a small Sunday School, but none in either of the other parishes. No returns of members. There were no collections during the last year. The several churches are stated to be in good repair. The tower of Llanidan was raised at the expense of Lord Boston. 

Llanfair y cwmwd was put into repair by the parishioners, but they do not appear to have any services held there. (NLW, Church in Wales, B/QA/29)

1944-45: Description of the church.  Nothing earlier than 18th century. (F H Crossley, Welsh Screens & Lofts, Arch. Camb., 1944-45, p 73)

2004: The church is well kept and in occasional use.

Other references: Clarke M A. 1961a, Anglesey Churches in the Nineteenth Century, TAAS, p 61; Holme G G; Early English Foliage Carving in Anglesey, TAAS, 1931, p103-106; Hulbert-Powell C L, 1944, Carved Corbels, Brackets and Label Stops in Anglesey Churches, TAAS, p 26; Jones, Rev H L, 1846, Mona Medieva 1-IV, Arch. Camb. Pp 435-436;

LLANEDWEN CHURCH

This is a  partial history of the church at Llanedwen, using information gathered as research into the history of the priory and church at Beddgelert. There are many additional sources of information about the church and parish in the Ynys Mon Archive Office, in the Church in Wales documents in the National Library of Wales at Aberystwyth and elsewhere.

The church is dedicated to St Edwen, who is said to have founded it in the seventh century. According to legend St Edwen was a daughter of King Edwin of Northumbria. In his youth he had been forced to flee from York and he was given shelter at the court of King Cadfan of Gwynedd. There he grew up with Cadfan’s son, Cadwallon. Despite this, they became sworn enemies when they each succeeded their respective thrones. Around 630 Edwin invaded North Wales and Cadwallon was besieged on Puffin Island before fleeing to Ireland. By around 632 Cadwallon had  returned and he slew Edwin at the battle of Haethfield. It is possibly that the root of their hatred was a rivalry in love, perhaps over Edwen’s mother, but we shall never known.

Llanedwen church is dedicated to Edwin, a female saint of Saxon descent, or to King Edwin, whose daughter or niece founded it in 640. The church is a small but neat edifice of great antiquity, and the churchyard is one of the most beautiful in North Wales. (W Lewis, 1834, A Topographical Dictionary of Wales)

Alternately, the church is said to be dedicated to Edwen,  from the Brychan group of saints; first reference c 1527. (M Miller, 1979, The Saints of Gwynedd, p 28)

1254
Llanedwen does not appear to be listed in the Taxation of Norwich.

1317
Deed of sale in the township of Porthamel describes a parcel of land “situated between the land of Meredydd Ddu ap Grono ap Meredydd and the churchyard of St Edwen.” (Rev Henry Rowlands, Antiquitates Parochiales No XIII, Arch Camb, Vol V, p 105)

1447 details of unrequited property of Madog ab Ieuan ap Hywel of Llanedwen.

(UWB, Plas Coch 3; A D Carr, 1982, Medieval Anglesey, p 101)

Masonry from earlier church survives only in the lower part of the west wall.  The present Reading desk incorporates work of the late fifteenth century & later. (RCAHM, Anglesey, 1937, p 54)

The small old church had no separate chancel and the windows were square headed except for the east window, which was pointed but had no tracery.

It is not known when the church was appropriated by the Augustinian priory of St Mary at Beddgelert.

1535. Heading of section incomplete:

Monastery of St Mary of Bethkylhert - only in the hand of the Lord King.


Archdeaconry of Anglesey: Deanery of Menai & Malltraeth:

chapels of Llan Edan, Llan Edwen, Llan ddeynyiol vab & Llan vair in y comote
attached to the said monastery.


Archdeaconry of Merionyth: Deanery of Efion.

Llanfihangel in y penant is attached to the said monastery.


Archdeaconry of Bangor: Deanery of Iscor & Uchaf in Arvon:

Llanvair Isgayre & Bettus Garnion is attached to the same monastery.


Archdeaconry of Bangor: Deanery of Issaphe & Nanconwey:

Chapel of Dolwethelan is likewise attached to the said monastery.



(1535 Valor Ecclesiasticus: Vol 6, Page xvi)

1535 Archdeaconry of Anglesey; Deanery of Menai & Malltraeth:

Attached to Bethkelert:

Rectory of Llan Nedan with its chapels of ease namely Llan dewen, Llan ddwen, Llan ddeinnel vab & Llanvair yny comote belonging to the Monastery of Bethkelert, the said monastery is in the hands of the Lord King. 

Master  Gregorius ap Lli is the vicar of the same. 
xx marcs.

(receives the small tithes) (1535 Valor Ecclesiasticus: Vol 6, Page xvii)

1535 All the revenues of the Lord Archdeacon of Anglesey in his own - Menay:

Llan Nedan cu Capl’ 
viij s iiij d. 
8s 4d. 

(1535 Valor Ecclesiasticus: Vol 6, Page xxi)

1535 Annual revenues of the Lord Archdeacon of Anglesey in his own archdeaconry:

Deanery of Menai: Llan nedan with chapels:
 viij s iiij d.

Deanery of Llivon, Malltraeth & Menai  fact p probes virous eozd decanat.

The value of Llan Nedan with chapels:
xx mark.

[Along with the xx mark for Llanddwyn, these are the highest values apart from Holyhead] (1535 Valor Ecclesiasticus: Vol 6, p xxiii)

1535 Lord Archdeacon of Anglesey: Menai:

Llan nedan with chapels
viij s. iiij.d. (8s 4d)

(1535 Valor Ecclesiasticus: Vol 6, p xxiii)

1535 LLAN EDAN with its chapels of ease now in the King’s hand as a Rectory and not counting as a Vicarate.

The value of the benefice of the Rectory of Llan Edan annually in offerings of lambs and wool, and milk tithes and every other small tithe deemed to be due by the estimation of the Vicar of the said Rectory, Gregory ap Llewelyn, are as follows:

Firstly £20 on behalf of appropriation

Item in £10 on behalf of the Vicar

Item in glebe lands of the said church £2 of which glebe lands the said Vicar is entitled to / owns 4 virgates of land …. 32 ….

And next, the said Vicar asks for a reduction of 26s and 8d to defray the annual Cathedral charges by the Bishop and Archdeacon of Anglesey and 15s in respect of their visitations.

Gregory ap Llewelyn, Vicar of the said church.

Item the said Vicar (Gregory ap Lli) paeth iiij li (£4) of annual cellarie for the cure of Llanadwen & Llanddemel Vab belonging to the sayd Benefice wherof he desireth to be allowed & to be deducted. (1535 Valor Ecclesiasticus: Vol 6, page xxv)

1538 It is presumed that the canons of Beddgelert, or their appointed curates, served here until the dissolution of the monasteries?

Crown land: Llanidan, Llanedwen, Llandaniel Fab and Llanfair yn y Cwmwd were impropriate churches which had belonged to Beddgelert priory. In addition to lands, churches were granted to religious houses from time to time; when this happened the foundation received most of the tithes instead of the parson, and appointed a vicar to look after the parish. This practice was called impropriation. (Atlas of Anglesey p 43)

On 15 January 1536 : King Henry VIII granted Beddgelert to the Abbey of Chertsey in Surrey in exchange for the manor of Chabham etc. 

John Corderey, the abbot and the convent of St Peter, Cherstey, Surrey. Mortmain grant of the ground, site, etc of the monastery of St Mary, Beethkilhert, Anglesea, and all those messuages, 100 acres of land, 40 acres of pasture, 3 acres of meadow, 100 acres of wood and £6 rent; all the messuages etc in the vills, fields etc of Tresbyerth, Llandam, Treverth, Anglesea, and in Penarth Pont Dolewethlan Ebererche Llanvairisgaer in Beethkylhart and Woytheer, Carnarvon, which David Conway, the late prior held in right of the said priory; with the patronage of the churches, vicarages, chapels and chantries of Beethkylhart Llanyddan, Dolongand alias Dolithlond, Llanwayer, Abberagh and Bettus, in Anglesea and Carnarvon.

This grant is made in exchange for the following possessions granted to the King by John the abbot and the convent of St Peter, Chertsey, by their charter dated 1 May (1535) 27 Henry VIII. Viz: …. the Manor of Chatham ……. With the annual rent of £6 13s 4d. Greenwich, 15 Jan 27 Henry VIII. (Enrolled 1 Jan).

1577 Dec 20: Lessee: Owen ap Robert Owen

Rectories of Llanydan, Llanedwyn, Llanthenyell val, Llanfayer y commot (late Priory of Berkelet otherwise Berkellert). £21 17s 3d. Rent £21 17s 3d. Fine 2 years’ rent. 21 years. (See Caernarfon) (Records of Court of Augmentations relating to Wales & Monmouthshire. Lewis & Conway Davies 1954, Anglesey p190) 

1578 April 17:  Lease for 21 years to Owen ap Roberte Owen [of Llaneugrad co A] of 

(1) all the spiritualities late belonging to Berkellet alias Berkellert priory in the county 

of Carnarvon and the rectory of Berthkellert, the rectory of Llanviagell y Penaunt, the rectory of Llanvar Isgair and Bettus, the rectory of Aberch, the chapel of Kynvill and the chapel of Doloweddelan, co Carnarvon, and 

(2) the rectory of Llanydan, the rectory of Lloinedwyn, the rectory of Llaneniell Vab and the rectory of Llanvayer y Comot, co Anglesey, all late of the said priory of Berkellet, once belonging to the monastery of Bysham alias Bustlesham, co. Berks, and afterwards granted to Anne of Cleves for life ; with reservations; from Michaelmas last; yearly rents (1) £9 7s 8d and (2) £21 17s 3d. In consideration of the surrender by the said Owen in respect of the premises of a patent, 20 Feb., 3 Eliz., leasing to John Tamworth the house and site of Bethkilhart priory and all lands then or late in the tenure of John Gough in the counties of Carnarvon and Anglesey or elsewhere in North Wales once of the said priory for 21 years from Michaelmas then next at a yearly rent of £42; and for a fine of £62 9s 10d paid at the Exchequer.

By p.s. (Cal of Patent Rolls 1577-78, C66/1167, ms 2878, page 434)

1582 Jan 25: Grant in fee simple to Edmund Downynge and Peter Ashton of the following lands, rents and tithes (tenants named), yearly values as specified: ………

The rectory and advowson of Penmon, Anglesey, late of Penmon priory (32s 4d);

The rectories of, and tithes in, Beddgelert, Llanfihangell y pennant, Llanvairisgaer, Bettws and Abererch, the chapels of, and tithes in, Cynvill and Dolwyddelan, Caernarvonshire, the rectories of, and tithes in, Llanidan, Llanedwen, Llanddaniel Fab and Llanfair y Cwmwd, Anglesey, and the advowsons of Beddgelert, Abererch and Llanidan, all late of  Bisham monastery, Berkshire.(£31 4s 11d). [and many more] The grantees are charged with the following yearly payments:

40s as stipend for a curate in Penmon, 20s to the bishop of Bangor and 8s 4d to the archdeacon of Anglesey for synodals and procurations, etc etc

In consideration of the surrender of certain rectories and tithes of the yearly value of £58 4s 3d., granted to Downynge and Ashton, by patent, 27 Oct last. (See 23 above). By P.S. (Cal Patent Rolls Eliz 1 vol x page 250-1; ms 1876, C66/1219. 24 Eliz 1.

1590 July 12: Chapel of Llanedwen. LEASE with all its tithes, fruits, profits, oblations etc, consideration 100 marks, term 21 years. Annual rent 5 shillings.

Deed by Sir William Herbert* of St Julians, Co Monmouth. To Hugh Hughes of Lincoln’s Fields.

* His mother Jane, was daughter & co-heiress of Edmund Griffith of Penrhyn, son of William Griffith. (NLW, Plas Coch ms 140, Vol 1)

1642

Civil War

1649

Commonwealth

1660 

Restoration of the Monarchy.

1695/6 March 2: 1. Pierce Lloyd of Lligwy, Esq. 2. Hugh Griffith of Caernarvon, gent., 3. John Owen of Amlwch, Esq. and Edmund Glynne of Rhosemor, gent

DEED leading the Uses of a fine of …

The capital messuage and lands called Llanidan …

The rectory and parsonage appropriate of Llanidan and the chapels and tithes of Llanidan and the chapels of Llanddanielfab, Llanedwen and Llanfair yn y comod. …

(UWB, Lligwy, ms 1175)

? 1721  Churches & Chapells in the Diocese of Bangor:


 Archdeanery of Anglesey; Deanery of Menai and Malltraeth:

V Llaneidan. St Aidan; Festival Sept 30; Impropriator Thomas Lloyd Esq. 

Capell Llanddeiniol,  

St Deiniol fab. 
Sept 11.

Capell Llanvaci y Cwmmwd, St Mary. 

Feb 2. 

(Handwritten in later: Llanedwin. St Edwina, 
Nov 5, capella.)

(Browne Willis, 1721, Survey of the Cathedral Church of Bangor, p281
 CHECK)

1721 Aug 1: 1. Thomas Lloyd of Llanidan, Esq., son and heir of Pierce Lloyd, late of Lligwy, Esq., deceased; 2. Francis Dorsett of Llanidan, gent.; 3. Owen Meyrick of Bodorgan, Esq.

DEED leading the Uses of a fine of … 

The capital messuage and desmesne called Llanidan, other messuages and lands in Llanidan called Tythyn y Berth Ber, Tythin y Skibor Goch, Penthrin Garranod, the old sexton’s tenement and Tyddyn y Defad, 

the rectories, parsonages and tithes of Llanidan, Llanddyniel fab, Llanedwen and Llanfair yn y commot, … . (UWB, Lligwy, ms 1180)

1725-1744: Five memorials to members of the family of Rev. Henry Rowlands, Plas Gwyn, including Edward Rowlands, 1742. (RCAHM, Anglesey, p 54)

Thomas Lloyd was dead by 1746.

1747 Feb 3: Lease of Thomas Lloyd’s estate (See Lligwy ms 1180) including the appropriate rectory of Llanidan and chapels and tithes of Llanidan, Llanddaniel fab, Llanedwen and Llanfair yn y Commote …

1.  Robert Andrews of St George, Hanover Square, co Middx, gent

2. Rt Hon Francis, Lord North and Guildford and Sir Walter Wagstaff Bagot of Blethfield, co Stafford, Bart. (UWB, Lligwy ms 1192)

1776-1834: Bishop’s Terriers. ( NLW, Church in Wales, B/Terr/ 595-603)

1788 Bishop’s Visitation. Clergy reply from Llanedwen:

1. Welch prayer and a sermon every second Sunday at nine o’clock. It is a chapel annexed to Llanidan.

2. Weekday services- at the great Festivals and the holidays near them.

3. Curate.

4. I serve at Llanidan, and the other chapel is at Llanedwen.

5. Holy Sacrament- At Michaelmas and the three great Festivals.

6. Communicants- At Easter 1887 the number was 123, about the same number last 

Easter.

7. Papists - none.

8. Presbyterians, Independents, Anabaptists, Quakers etc - Few who call themselves Anabaptists. Only itinerant teachers.

9. They are catechised in Welsh during the season of Lent.

10 / 11. Register book- It reaches back to the year 1749 and is compleat from that time. Returns to the Registry Office are regularly made.

12. This is a chapel belonging to Llanidan. None are in ruins.

13. Terrier- There is none.

14. School - none.

15. Charity school - none.

16. Church wardens. They are ….

17. There is no vicarage. Reside at home. My residence is in Llanddaniel.

18. Offertory money is given to the Poor by the Churchwardens.

19. Rev O Rowlands, Llanddaniel, Anglesea/

(NLW, Church in Wales, B/QA/10)

1788 Bishop’s Visitation. Clergy replies for Llanidan.

4. I serve the annexed chapels of Llanedwen and Llanddaniel, the former is 2 miles and the latter 3 miles from Llanidan.

12. Chapels of Ease: Llanedwen, Llanddaniel and Llanfair y Cwmmwd, which is served by Mr Williams, curate of Newborough. No Chapel is in ruins.

19. Rev Owen Rowlands, Llanddaniel, Anglesea.

(NLW, Church in Wales, B/QA/9)

1799 July 20: GET NAMES 

CHECK

BARGAIN and SALE enrolled for the purpose of suffering a Recovery of the … Rectory and parsonage appropriate of Llanidan and the chapels and tithes of Llanidan, Llandaniel fab, Llanedwen and Llanfair y comote; the advowson of Llanidan … 

(UWB, Lligwy ms 1198)

1799 Aug 8: Transcript of a Recovery suffered …(as above) (UWB, Lligwy, ms 1199)

1801 Bishop’s Visitation : Queries & Answers.  Llanidan. Summary.

Curate- Rev Owen Rowlands. No papists. Many Methodists; one Methodist chapel but no fixed settled teacher. No vicarage house. No terrier- was missing some years ago. I lodge in the parish. The curate is licensed and serves the annexed chapels of Llanedwen and Llanddaniel. (NLW Church in Wales, B/QA/13, Vol 2, page 932)

1808  Bishop’s Visitation. Warden’s Replies from Llanidan.

Vicar resides in Llanedwen in his own house there being no glebe house belonging to it. The vicarage is about 1½ mile distance from Llanidan, being the mother church.

Morning and evening prayer performed by a licensed curate residing in the church about ¼ mile from the church. He serves Llanedwen and Llanddaniel.

No school of any description.  Church- all things are kept in due order.

Reading desk and pulpit, large Bible and Common Prayer book in the Welsh language.

Lewis Owen, Thomas Edwards, Churchwardens. 

(NLW, Church in Wales, B/QA/18 vol III)

1808 Bishop’s Visitation. Warden’s Returns: … Church - All things are kept in due order. (NLW, Church in Wales, B/QA/16, vol III)

1811 Bishop’s Visitation, Abstract of Answers & Queries.

Llanidan, Llanddaniel, Llanedwen.

Revd Henry Rowlands, Rev David Evans.

Dissenters many, but not increasing. No evening service. Average of communicants 15; population 965. No church school. (NLW, Church in Wales. B/ QA/21, p7)

1814 Bishop’s Visitation. Clergy return for Llanidan.

Q8. This church with the annexed chapels of Llanddaniel Fab and Llanedwen is served by an Assistant. I reside in the parish of Llanedwen and serve my rectory of Newborough. My curate is resident in the parish of Llanidan. His Stipend is 70? And surplice fees, he is licensed.

Signed Henry Rowlands, ficer of Llanidan. Plasgwyn.

Answers in a different hand. (NLW, Church in Wales, B/QA/23. Vol 2) CHECK
1831 Vicarage of Llanidan is valued in the king’s books at £10, and with the chapelries of Llanedwen, Llandeiniol-Vab and Llanfair yn y Cymmwd, is in the gift of the lay rector, Lord Boston. The vicar, Rev Henry Rowland, having only a third of the tithes. (Angharad Llwyd, History of the Island of Anglesey, 1833, p 286)

1834: Llanedwen. Dedicated to Edwin - a female saint of Saxon descent, or to King Edwin, whose daughter or neice founded it in 640.

The living is a perpetual curacy, annexed to the vicarage of Llanidan, in the archdeaconry of Anglesey and the diocese of Bangor, The church is a small but neat edifice of great antiquity, and the churchyard is one of the most beautiful in North Wales, and remarkable as containing the remains of the Rev. Henry Rowlands, the eminent antiquarian. (W Lewis, 1834, A Topographical Dictionary of Wales)

1869 Bishop’s Visitation: Queries & Answers: Deanery of Menai: Llanidan.

Rev H H Jones, since 1850. Curate Rev Thomas Charles.

Population in 1861:
Llanidan

1,323




Llandaniel fab

   422




Llanedwen

   273




Llanfair y cwmmwd
     37

No parsonage house. Sunday services: Llanidan 11 a.m. & 3 p.m.

Llandaniel & Llanedwen - a morning & afternoon service alternately.

Llanedwen - an English afternoon service once a fortnight.

The Sacrament is administered once in two months at each church.

No of communicants: Llanidan 49; Llandaniel 8; Llanedwen 15.

No in congregation: Llanidan ?59; Llandaniel 20; Llanedwen 37.

There is a National School at Llanidan, & also a small Sunday School, but none in either of the other parishes. No returns of members. There were no collections during the last year. The several churches are stated to be in good repair. The tower of Llanidan was raised at the expense of Lord Boston. Llanfair y cwmwd was put into repair by the parishioners, but they do not appear to have any services held there.

(NLW, Church in Wales, B/QA/29)

1856 The church was rebuilt by H Kennedy, and robust 15th & 17th century carvings were incorporated in the reading desk.

1869 Bishop’s Visitation: Queries & Answers: Deanery of Menai: Llanidan.

Rev H H Jones, since 1850. Curate Rev Thomas Charles.

Population in 1861:
Llanidan

1,323




Llandaniel fab

   422




Llanedwen

   273




Llanfair y cwmmwd
     37

No parsonage house. Sunday services: Llanidan 11 a.m. & 3 p.m.

Llandaniel & Llanedwen - a morning & afternoon service alternately.

Llanedwen - an English afternoon service once a fortnight.

The Sacrament is administered once in two months at each church.

No of communicants: Llanidan 49; Llandaniel 8; Llanedwen 15.

No in congregation: Llanidan ?59; Llandaniel 20; Llanedwen 37.

either of the other parishes. No returns of members. There were no collections during the last year. The several churches are stated to be in good repair. The tower of Llanidan was raised at the expense of Lord Boston. Llanfair y cwmwd was put into repair by the parishioners, but they do not appear to have any services held there.

(NLW, Church in Wales, B/QA/29)

1944-45: Description of the church.  It was almost entirely rebuilt in mid 19th century. 

(F H Crossley, Welsh Screens & Lofts, Arch. Camb., 1944-45, p 73)

2004: It is very well kept.

LLANDANIEL-FAB CHURCH.

This is a  partial history of the church at Llandaniel-fab, using information gathered as research into the history of the priory and church at Beddgelert. There are many additional sources of information about the church and parish in the Ynys Mon Archive Office, in the Church in Wales documents in the National Library of Wales at Aberystwyth and elsewhere.

This parish uses a chapel subordinate to the church of St Aidan, dedicated to St Daniel, son of Daniel the first bishop and patron of Bangor, and it is said, nephew of the most celebrated Dinot, abbot of Bangor (Is-coed), and therefore it was called Llandeiniol-fab.  … It is reckoned … as the township of Bodlew. 

(See 1515 land deed which mentions)  lands in the township of Tre’r beirdd … lately had by gift & grant of Rhys ap Meredydd, linked with Plas Gwydryn. (Rev Henry Rowlands, Antiquitates Parochiales No XIII, Arch Camb, Vol V, p 113-4)

Llanddaniel-Vab is a place of considerable antiquity as appears from the date of the erection of its parish church, which was founded in the early part of the seventh century, by a son of the first Bishop of Bangor. The church, dedicated to St Daniel-Vab, is a very ancient and dilapidated structure, originally erected in the year 610, and exhibiting some good specimens of the architecture of a very remote period. 

(W Lewis, 1834, A Topographical Dictionary of Wales)

St Deiniol Fab, or Deiniol the Younger, was the son of St Deiniol of Bangor. He founded a church or monastery at Llandeiniol-fab in Anglesey and a church at Llandeiniolen near Bangor in Gwynedd. When his father died, he succeeded him as bishop of Bangor. He died in the sixth century and his Feast day was 23rd November. 

(R Spencer, A Guide to the Saints of Wales and the West Country, 1991, p 32)

Alternately, it is said to be dedicated to Deiniol fab, North Country saint, first reference 1475-1500. (M Miller, 1979, The Saints of Gwynedd, p 28)

1254: It is listed in the Norwich Taxation. (W E Lunt, 1926, The Valuation of Norwich, p193)

There is a medieval head from an older church reset as a keystone over a vestry door. In the lychgate is fixed a much worn carving of a veiled woman. The veil is starched over the head in two semicircles similar to the corbel in the south aisle of Holyhead church. (Canon Hulbert-Powell, Carved Corbels, Brackets and Label stops in Anglesey churches, TAAS, 1944, p 39)

Medieval carved human face as the keystone to the arch of the vestry door which contains reset medieval moulded jambs. (GAT, Gazetteer of Churches: Anglesey, PRN 6950)

It is not known when Llandaniel-fab church was appropriated by the Augustinian priory of St Mary at Beddgelert.

(See 2 deeds - 1348 & 1372 - in Record of Caernarvon p 166) 

1535. Heading of section incomplete:

Monastery of St Mary of Bethkylhert - only in the hand of the Lord King.


Archdeaconry of Anglesey: Deanery of Menai & Malltraeth:

chapels of Llan Edan, Llan Edwen, Llan ddeynyiol vab & Llan vair in y comote
attached to the said monastery.


Archdeaconry of Merionyth: Deanery of Efion.

Llanfihangel in y penant is attached to the said monastery.


Archdeaconry of Bangor: Deanery of Iscor & Uchaf in Arvon:

Llanvair Isgayre & Bettus Garnion is attached to the same monastery.


Archdeaconry of Bangor: Deanery of Issaphe & Nanconwey:

Chapel of Dolwethelan is likewise attached to the said monastery.



(1535 Valor Ecclesiasticus: Vol 6, Page xvi)

1535 Archdeaconry of Anglesey; Deanery of Menai & Malltraeth:

Attached to Bethkelert:

Rectory of Llan Nedan with its chapels of ease namely Llan dewen, Llan ddwen, Llan ddeinnel vab & Llanvair yny comote belonging to the Monastery of Bethkelert, the said monastery is in the hands of the Lord King. 

Master  Gregorius ap Lli is the vicar of the same. 
xx marcs.

(receives the small tithes) (1535 Valor Ecclesiasticus: Vol 6, Page xvii)

1535 All the revenues of the Lord Archdeacon of Anglesey in his own - Menay:

Llan Nedan cu Capl’ 
viij s iiij d. 
8s 4d. 

(1535 Valor Ecclesiasticus: Vol 6, Page xxi)

1535 Annual revenues of the Lord Archdeacon of Anglesey in his own archdeaconry:

Deanery of Menai: Llan nedan with chapels:
 viij s iiij d.

Deanery of Llivon, Malltraeth & Menai  fact p probes virous eozd decanat.

The value of Llan Nedan with chapels:
xx mark.

[Along with the xx mark for Llanddwyn, these are the highest values apart from Holyhead] (1535 Valor Ecclesiasticus: Vol 6, p xxiii)

1535 Lord Archdeacon of Anglesey: Menai:

Llan nedan with chapels
viij s. iiij.d. (8s 4d)

(1535 Valor Ecclesiasticus: Vol 6, p xxiii)

1535 LLAN EDAN with its chapels of ease now in the King’s hand as a Rectory and not counting as a Vicarate.

The value of the benefice of the Rectory of Llan Edan annually in offerings of lambs and wool, and milk tithes and every other small tithe deemed to be due by the estimation of the Vicar of the said Rectory, Gregory ap Llewelyn, are as follows:

Firstly £20 on behalf of appropriation

Item in £10 on behalf of the Vicar

Item in glebe lands of the said church £2 of which glebe lands the said Vicar is entitled to / owns 4 virgates of land …. 32 ….

And next, the said Vicar asks for a reduction of 26s and 8d to defray the annual Cathedral charges by the Bishop and Archdeacon of Anglesey and 15s in respect of their visitations.

Gregory ap Llewelyn, Vicar of the said church.

Item the said Vicar (Gregory ap Lli) paeth iiij li (£4) of annual cellarie for the cure of Llanadwen & Llanddemel Vab belonging to the sayd Benefice wherof he desireth to be allowed & to be deducted. (1535 Valor Ecclesiasticus: Vol 6, page xxv)

1538 It is presumed that the canons of Beddgelert, or their appointed curates, served here until the dissolution of the monasteries.

Crown land: Llanidan, Llanedwen, Llandaniel Fab and Llanfair yn y Cwmwd were impropriate churches which had belonged to Beddgelert priory. In addition to lands, 

churches were granted to religious houses from time to time; when this happened the foundation received most of the tithes instead of the parson, and appointed a vicar to look after the parish. This practice was called impropriation. (Atlas of Anglesey p 43)

On 15 January 1536 : King Henry VIII granted Beddgelert to the Abbey of Chertsey in Surrey in exchange for the manor of Chabham etc. 

John Corderey, the abbot and the convent of St Peter, Cherstey, Surrey. Mortmain grant of the ground, site, etc of the monastery of St Mary, Beethkilhert, Anglesea, and all those messuages, 100 acres of land, 40 acres of pasture, 3 acres of meadow, 100 acres of wood and £6 rent; all the messuages etc in the vills, fields etc of Tresbyerth, Llandam, Treverth, Anglesea, and in Penarth Pont Dolewethlan Ebererche Llanvairisgaer in Beethkylhart and Woytheer, Carnarvon, which David Conway, the late prior held in right of the said priory; with the patronage of the churches, vicarages, chapels and chantries of Beethkylhart Llanyddan, Dolongand alias Dolithlond, Llanwayer, Abberagh and Bettus, in Anglesea and Carnarvon.

This grant is made in exchange for the following possessions granted to the King by John the abbot and the convent of St Peter, Chertsey, by their charter dated 1 May (1535) 27 Henry VIII. Viz: …. the Manor of Chatham ……. With the annual rent of £6 13s 4d. Greenwich, 15 Jan 27 Henry VIII. (Enrolled 1 Jan).

1577 Dec 20: Lessee: Owen ap Robert Owen

Rectories of Llanydan, Llanedwyn, Llanthenyell val, Llanfayer y commot (late Priory of Berkelet otherwise Berkellert). £21 17s 3d. Rent £21 17s 3d. Fine 2 years’ rent. 21 years. (See Caernarfon) (Records of Court of Augmentations relating to Wales & Monmouthshire. Lewis & Conway Davies 1954, Anglesey p190) 

1578 April 17:  Lease for 21 years to Owen ap Roberte Owen [of Llaneugrad co A] of 

(1) all the spiritualities late belonging to Berkellet alias Berkellert priory in the county 

of Carnarvon and the rectory of Berthkellert, the rectory of Llanviagell y Penaunt, the rectory of Llanvar Isgair and Bettus, the rectory of Aberch, the chapel of Kynvill and the chapel of Doloweddelan, co Carnarvon, and 

(2) the rectory of Llanydan, the rectory of Lloinedwyn, the rectory of Llaneniell Vab and the rectory of Llanvayer y Comot, co Anglesey, all late of the said priory of Berkellet, once belonging to the monastery of Bysham alias Bustlesham, co. Berks, and afterwards granted to Anne of Cleves for life ; with reservations; from Michaelmas last; yearly rents (1) £9 7s 8d and (2) £21 17s 3d. In consideration of the surrender by the said Owen in respect of the premises of a patent, 20 Feb., 3 Eliz., leasing to John Tamworth the house and site of Bethkilhart priory and all lands then or late in the tenure of John Gough in the counties of Carnarvon and Anglesey or elsewhere in North Wales once of the said priory for 21 years from Michaelmas then next at a yearly rent of £42; and for a fine of £62 9s 10d paid at the Exchequer.

By p.s. (Cal of Patent Rolls 1577-78, C66/1167, ms 2878, page 434)

1582 Jan 25: Grant in fee simple to Edmund Downynge and Peter Ashton of the following lands, rents and tithes (tenants named), yearly values as specified: ………

The rectory and advowson of Penmon, Anglesey, late of Penmon priory (32s 4d);

The rectories of, and tithes in, Beddgelert, Llanfihangell y pennant, Llanvairisgaer, Bettws and Abererch, the chapels of, and tithes in, Cynvill and Dolwyddelan, Caernarvonshire, the rectories of, and tithes in, Llanidan, Llanedwen, Llanddaniel Fab and Llanfair y Cwmwd, Anglesey, and the advowsons of Beddgelert, Abererch and Llanidan, all late of  Bisham monastery, Berkshire.(£31 4s 11d). [and many more] The grantees are charged with the following yearly payments:

40s as stipend for a curate in Penmon, 20s to the bishop of Bangor and 8s 4d to the archdeacon of Anglesey for synodals and procurations, etc etc

In consideration of the surrender of certain rectories and tithes of the yearly value of £58 4s 3d., granted to Downynge and Ashton, by patent, 27 Oct last. (See 23 above). By P.S. (Cal Patent Rolls Eliz 1 vol x page 250-1; ms 1876, C66/1219. 24 Eliz 1.
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Civil War

1649

Commonwealth

1660 

Restoration of the Monarchy 

1695/6 March 2: 1. Pierce Lloyd of Lligwy, Esq. 2. Hugh Griffith of Caernarvon, gent., 3. John Owen of Amlwch, Esq. And Edmund Glynne of Rhosemor, gent

DEED leading the Uses of a fine of …

The capital messuage and lands called Llanidan …

The rectory and parsonage appropriate of Llanidan and the chapels and tithes of Llanidan and the chapels of Llanddanielfab, Llanedwen and Llanfair yn y comod. …

(UWB, Lligwy, ms 1175)

? 1721  Churches & Chapells in the Diocese of Bangor:

 Archdeanery of Anglesey; Deanery of Menai and Malltraeth:

V   Llaneidan. St Aidan; Festival Sept 30; Impropriator Thomas Lloyd Esq. 

Capell Llanddeiniol,  St Deiniol fab. Sept 11.

Capell Llanvaci y Cwmmwd, St Mary. Feb 2. 

(Handwritten in later: Llanedwin. St Edwina, Nov 5, capella.)

(Browne Willis, 1721, Survey of the Cathedral Church of Bangor, p 271-2, 281)
 CHECK

1721 Aug 1: 1. Thomas Lloyd of Llanidan, Esq., son and heir of Pierce Lloyd, late of Lligwy, Esq., deceased; 2. Francis Dorsett of Llanidan, gent.; 3. Owen Meyrick of Bodorgan, Esq.

DEED leading the Uses of a fine of … 

The capital messuage and desmesne called Llanidan, other messuages and lands in Llanidan called Tythyn y Berth Ber, Tythin y Skibor Goch, Penthrin Garranod, the old sexton’s tenement and Tyddyn y Defad, 

the rectories, parsonages and tithes of Llanidan, Llanddyniel fab, Llanedwen and Llanfair yn y commot, … . (UWB, Lligwy, ms 1180)

Thomas Lloyd was dead by 1746.

1747 Feb 3: Lease of Thomas Lloyd’s estate (See Lligwy ms 1180) including the appropriate rectory of Llanidan and chapels and tithes of Llanidan, Llanddaniel fab, Llanedwen and Llanfair yn y Commote …

1.  Robert Andrews of St George, Hanover Square, co Middx, gent

2. Rt Hon Francis, Lord North and Guildford and Sir Walter Wagstaff Bagot of Blethfield, co Stafford, Bart. (UWB, Lligwy ms 1192)

1776-1834: Bishop of Bangor Terriers (NLW, Church in Wales, B/Terr/485-491)

1788 Bishop’s Visitation. Clergy reply from Llandaniel:

1. Morning Prayer and a sermon in Welch every second Sunday at nine o’clock. It is a chapel annexed to Llanidan.

2. Weekday services- at the great Festivals and the holidays near them.

3. Curate.

4. I serve at Llanidan, and the other chapel is at Llanedwen.

5. Holy Sacrament- At Michaelmas and the three great Festivals.

6. Communicants- At Easter 1887 the number was 137, about the same number last Easter.

7. Papists - none.

8. Presbyterians, Independents, Anabaptists, Quakers etc - Few who call themselves Anabaptists. Only itinerant teachers.

9. They are catechised in Welsh during the season of Lent.

10 / 11. Register book- It reaches back to the year 1746 and is compleat from that time. Returns to the Registry Office are regularly made.

12. This is a chapel belonging to Llanidan. None are in ruins.

13. Terrier- There is one entered in the Registry book.

14. School - none.

15. Charity school - none.

16. Church wardens. The Minister appoints one, who again nominates his partner.

17. There is no vicarage. My residence is in this parish.

18. Offertory money is given to the Poor by the Churchwardens.

19. Rev O Rowlands, Llanddaniel, Anglesea.

(NLW, Church in Wales, B/QA/10)

1788 Bishop’s Visitation. Clergy replies for Llanidan.

4. I serve the annexed chapels of Llanedwen and Llanddaniel, the former is 2 miles and the latter 3 miles from Llanidan.

12. Chapels of Ease: Llanedwen, Llanddaniel and Llanfair y Cwmmwd, which is served by Mr Williams, curate of Newborough. No Chapel is in ruins.

19. Rev Owen Rowlands, Llanddaniel, Anglesea.

(NLW, Church in Wales, B/QA/9)

1799 July 20: GET NAMES 

CHECK

BARGAIN and SALE enrolled for the purpose of suffering a Recovery of the … Rectory and parsonage appropriate of Llanidan and the chapels and tithes of Llanidan, Llandaniel fab, Llanedwen and Llanfair y comote; the advowson of Llanidan … 

(UWB, Lligwy ms 1198)

1799 Aug 8: Transcript of a Recovery suffered …(as above) (UWB, Lligwy, ms 1199)

1801 Bishop’s Visitation : Queries & Answers.  Llanidan. Summary.

Curate- Rev Owen Rowlands. No papists. Many Methodists; one Methodist chapel but no fixed settled teacher. No vicarage house. No terrier- was missing some years ago. I lodge in the parish. The curate is licensed and serves the annexed chapels of Llanedwen and Llanddaniel. (NLW Church in Wales, B/QA/13, Vol 2, page 932)

1808  Bishop’s Visitation. Warden’s Replies from Llanidan.

Vicar resides in Llanedwen in his own house there being no glebe house belonging to it. The vicarage is about 1½ mile distance from Llanidan, being the mother church.

Morning and evening prayer performed by a licensed curate residing in the church about ¼ mile from the church. He serves Llanedwen and Llanddaniel.

No school of any description.  Church- all things are kept in due order.

Reading desk and pulpit, large Bible and Common Prayer book in the Welsh language.

Lewis Owen, Thomas Edwards, Churchwardens. 

(NLW, Church in Wales, B/QA/18 vol III)

1808 Bishop’s Visitation: Warden’s Returns - … Llandaniel-fab church is so much out of repair that a new one is intended to be built. John Jones, Robert David, Churchwardens. (NLW, Church in Wales, B/QA/16)

1814 Bishop’s Visitation. Clergy return for Llanidan.

Q8. This church with the annexed chapels of Llanddaniel Fab and Llanedwen is served by an Assistant. I reside in the parish of Llanedwen and serve my rectory of Newborough. My curate is resident in the parish of Llanidan. His Stipend is 70? And surplice fees, he is licensed.

Signed Henry Rowlands, ficer of Llanidan. Plasgwyn.

Answers in a different hand. (NLW, Church in Wales, B/QA/23. Vol 2) 
CHECK

1831 Vicarage of Llanidan is valued in the king’s books at £10, and with the chapelries of Llanedwen, Llandeiniol-Vab and Llanfair yn y Cymmwd, is in the gift of the lay rector, Lord Boston. The vicar, Rev Henry Rowland, having only a third of the tithes. (Angharad Llwyd, History of the Island of Anglesey, 1833, p 286)

1834: Llanidan: The living is a discharged vicarage, with the perpetual curacy of Llandaniel-Vab, Llanedwen and Llanfair y Cwmmwd annexed, in the archdeaconry of Anglesey and diocese of Bangor, rated in the king’s books at £10, and in the patronage of Lord Boston.  (W Lewis, 1834, A Topographical Dictionary of Wales)

1834: Llanddaniel-Vab: It is a place of considerable antiquity as appears from the date of the erection of its parish church, which was founded in the early part of the seventh century, by a son of the first Bishop of Bangor. The living is a perpetual curacy, annexed to the vicarage of Llanidan, in the archdeaconry of Anglesey and the diocese of Bangor. The church, dedicated to St Daniel-Vab, is a very ancient and dilapidated structure, originally erected in the year 610, and exhibiting some good specimens of the architecture of a very remote period. One third of the great tithe is appropriated to the vicar of Llanidan. (W Lewis, 1834, A Topographical Dictionary of Wales)

1834:  Dimensions given as 55ft by 16.5ft in Terrier (NLW, B/TERR/491)

1846: The churches consisted of “ a single aisle, measuring 40 ft by 20 ft, with two modern windows in the southern wall and one in the northern wall, the eastern window is modern, but traces remain of a two-light window of ancient date. The 

western doorway is circular headed of the Perpendicular period, and the western wall is capped by a single bell-gable with an ogee covering. The font is circular and perfectly plain. (Rev H L Jones, Mona Medieva I-IV, Arch. Camb, Vol 1, p 434-435)

1869 Bishop’s Visitation: Queries & Answers: Deanery of Menai: Llanidan.

Rev H H Jones, since 1850. Curate Rev Thomas Charles.

Population in 1861:
Llanidan

1,323




Llandaniel fab
   422




Llanedwen

   273




Llanfair y cwmmwd
     37

No parsonage house. Sunday services: Llanidan 11 a.m. & 3 p.m.

Llandaniel & Llanedwen - a morning & afternoon service alternately.

Llanedwen - an English afternoon service once a fortnight.

The Sacrament is administered once in two months at each church.

No of communicants: Llanidan 49; Llandaniel 8; Llanedwen 15.

No in congregation: Llanidan ?59; Llandaniel 20; Llanedwen 37.

There is a National School at Llanidan, & also a small Sunday School, but none in either of the other parishes. No returns of members. There were no collections during the last year. The several churches are stated to be in good repair. The tower of Llanidan was raised at the expense of Lord Boston. Llanfair y cwmwd was put into repair by the parishioners, but they do not appear to have any services held there.

(NLW, Church in Wales, B/QA/29)

The church was rebuilt in the mid 19th century.

1873: it was restored and re-seated. (see notice in church)

2004: Llandaniel-fab church is no longer in use.

Other references: Clarke M A. 1961a, Anglesey Churches in the Nineteenth Century, TAAS, p 61; Hulbert-Powell C L, 1944, Carved Corbels, Brackets and Label Stops in Anglesey Churches, TAAS, p 26; Jones, Rev H L, 1846, Mona Medieva 1-IV, Arch. Camb. pp 435-436;
IDENTIFICATION  OF  BEDDGELERT  PRIORY  LAND  HOLDINGS  ON  ANGLESEY:

At present (October 2004) the research on attempting to trace these holdings through to the present day has not been completed. Any information / comments would be welcomed by Margaret Dunn, email: brynbedd@ukonline.co.uk.

c1246-1255: The Lord Owain granted to the Augustinian priory of St Mary at Beddgelert “all the vill which is called Tref y beyrd in Kynind Meney”. This grant of Owain ap Gruffydd, brother of Llewelyn ap Gruffydd, was of Tre’r Beirdd in the commote of Menai.

It appears to have included Berw.

1360 : Charter of Tre'r Beirdd

" ... I, Iorwerth ap Dafydd ap Garw, a free tenant of the Prior of Beddgelert in the township of Tref Beirdd, commot of Menai, and county of Anglesey, have given, granted, sold, and quietly surrendered for ever to Cynrig ap Meredydd ddu, and Ithel his son, free tenants, or their assignees, all the lands in the township of Berw, and in the hamlet of Tref-Beirdd, with all their appurtenances, by permission of Mr. Cynhelin, Prior of Beddcelert; 

and I have given, granted, and quietly surrendered for ever to the aforesaid Cynrig ap Meredydd ddu, and Ithel, their heirs, or assignees, all my lands at Glas Ynys in the aforesaid township of Trefeyrd, with all their appurtenances and easements which are determined on one side by Ynys-y-Meirch opposite to Trefarthen, and on the other by Gwaur Walchmai facing Tref-beyrd; to have and to hold the said lands of me and my aforesaid heirs, Cynrig and Ithel, their heirs and assignees, having free and peaceable possession thereof by hereditary right in perpetuity, with power to give, sell, and assign them whensoever or to whomsoever they please. And I, the aforesaid Iorwerth, or my heirs, will warrant that surrender, grant, and peaceable claim, against all people, and will defend the same at our own private cost. In testimony of which I have affixed my seal to this present deed, the following persons being witnesses and sureties, viz., Evan ap Gwilym ap Rathro, Einion ap Cynwrig ap Madyn, Madoc ap Iorwerth ap Bleddyn, Iorwerth ap Howel ap Tegeryn ddu, with many others. 

Given at Llanidan, in the monastery there, on Friday, by authority of the See of the Holy Father, in the 34th year of the reign of Edward III., King of England, and in the year of our Lord 1360".

It appears that the land was appropriated to the monastery of Beddgelert by lord Owain and that the prior had the authority, under the prince, to exercise dominion and receive rents and maybe other dues, until 1535. Perhaps the prior's residence in the township, designated a monastery, was situated where ruins called Merddyn y Prior, near Blochdy, on the south side of the township, are (in 1723)  to be seen.

(Henry Rowlands, Antiquitates Parochiales IX, Arch Camb, 1848 p165-6)

It is perhaps more likely that this 1360 document was signed by the prior at what is now the old parish church.

The 1360 document granted priory lands to Cynfrig ap Meredydd (Ddu who succeeded at Porthamel) and his son Ithel, (respectively brother and nephew of Evan Gwyddel). See J Griffith, Pedigrees. p 12 & 83. No further information has been found on Ithel. Ynys y Meirch is down on the low lands of Corsdygay. 

There was a 1371 Charter of Porthamel (H Rowlands, Antiquitates Parochiales, No XII, Arch. Camb., Vol IV, p38-41) It is possible that this may enumerate the land holdings.

1372
Lease (beginning November 1372) by Cuhelyn prior of the monastery of Beddgelert and by consent of the conventus, to Madoc ap Hwlcyn ap Meredydd, of lands in the hamlet of Tre’r Beirdd in commote Menai, lying between the lands of Madoc Voel and those of Grono ap Adda. (UWB, Baron Hill ms 1647)

The younger son, Howell ap Llewelyn was sent to colonise the Berw area. He was rhingyll for commote Menai from 1418-9 and 1421-2. (A D Carr, 1982, Medieval Anglesey, p 79)

1421 Howel ap Llewelyn ap Dafydd ap Ieuan of Berw,  obtained a licence to acquire lands in Bodlew and Berw uchaf; in 1437-8 he made a fine of £3 6s 8d to acquire more in Berw Isaf and several adjacent townships - the licence may have been retrospective.  In November 1438 Hywel obtained licence for further acquisitions in Rhoscolyn. Bryngwallen and Trefarthen. (A D Carr, 1982, Medieval Anglesey, p 179-80)

1422 Howell, of Porthamel, deed granting David ap Kendrick ap Meredudd a place in Bodlew called Tyddyn Margad verch Evan ap Hywfa. Howell must have lived in the

upper portion of his demesne, the lower was Tre’r beirdd. Later lower Berw was united with the distant township of Trefarthen, rather than with its upper half in Porthamel and Llanidan. Tre’r beirdd is but a farm down in a bog eight miles away.

1428 Howel ap Llewelyn ap Dafydd ap Ieuan of Berw,  was a burgess at Newborough. (A D Carr, 1982, Medieval Anglesey, p 264)

1441-2 The farm of the township of Ysgeifiog in the commote of Menai, let to John Pykemore and Hywel ap Llewelyn ap Dafydd ab Ieuan for £7 5s 8d, included coal mines. This is the earliest reference to the working of coal in Ysgeifiog and around Cors Ddyga. (PRO SC6/1153/5, m 6a; T M Bassett & G James, Coalmining in Anglesey, TAAS, 1969-70, p137-63; A D Carr, 1982, Medieval Anglesey, p 106-07)

1499 Llewelyn ap Rhys ap Gruffydd ab Einion of Berw isaf conveyed three closes there with a house standing on them and half a meadow belonging to these closes between them and Cors Ddyga. (NLW. Carreglwyd I, 2100, in A D Carr, 1982, Medieval Anglesey, p 36)

1500 mortgage deed of lands of Berow isaf is extant (1861). 

(The History of Berw, 1861, John Williams, TAAS supplement May 1915, p 8).

1503 Crown Rental: 

Terr y pentir 



xvij d ; 

Terr Griff ap Jevan ap Madoc 
iiij d; 

Terr Rys ap Hywel yno 

xiiij d (?Berw uchaf); 

Terr Meibion Owain ap Ithel 

xiiij d; 

Terr y ty mawr als tir Elinor*

iiij d; 

Terr Hicke 



x d; 





somme v s, iij d. 

(The History of Berw, 1861, John Williams, TAAS supplement May 1915, p 7).

Ithel ap Hywel’s daughter Ellinor* married John Holland of Berw, HSA 1461; their great great grandson was Sir Thomas Holland who built the later house at Berw.

1515-1522: Ellinor’s son, Owen Holland, (HSA 1504, died 1529) was in possession of Berw in 1515 when he granted a 7 year lease of the land and stock for £10 p.a. to Meredydd ap Thomas, squire of Porthamel. The lease mentions Meredydd ap Howell, taillor, late occupied the premises - Berw, Ynys Ferw and Bryn kyllok.

1521 John Owen, [parson in holy orders] son & heir of Owen ap Ithel, gent., released to Owen Holland all rights in Berowe yssa, Berowe ywcha, Tree Byrthe, Tree varthyn, Bodlew, Tree Yvan, Ros colyn or elsewhere in Anglesey which the said Owen then occupied, in right of his mother, and which Sir John Owen had already granted him.

1522 John Owen [parson] made a similar release to Owen Holland of  “all the lands in Berowe yssa (etc as before) which descended to him on the death of his father Owen ap Ithel, or of his brother, Hugh Owen.

1523 Owen Holland, Sheriff of Anglesey [for life], made a Settlement of all the hereditaments [listed before], vesting them in trustees. He did not live at Berw.

1524 Owen Holland purchased Tyddyn Hwfa, near St Ceinwen’s church, of Sir David Trevor, parson of Llanallgo, (Sir David ap Hoell ap Jevan ap Rhys, poet/bard).

? 
Owen Holland purchased all his lands in Llanidan, Llanedwen and Llanddeiniol vab from John ap Rhys ap Hoel, of Porthamel; probably the son of Rhys ap Howell of Bodowyr.

1526 Owen Holland’s trustees exchanged lands with Rowland Griffith of Plas 

Newydd, whose daughter later married Owen Holland’s son, Edward Holland.

1528 Owen Holland granted to Rydderch ap Jevan ap Ednyfed of Myfyrian and to Jevan ap William ap Hoell ap Jevan of Gronow “ the site and foundation place of a mylne at Berow”; the millstones he had at Berw; and certain privileges of water, for a term of forty years.

1529 Owen Holland died; his widow was Ethelrede (Audrey), daughter of Richard Hampden of Kimble, Esquire.

1530 Rhydderch ap David, owner of Myfyrian, had a lease from Owen Holland of the lands at Ynys Ferw for 100 years from 1530 at 5/4d rent.

Owen Holland’s son Edward (living 1575) married Ellin, daughter of Rowland Griffith, Plas Newydd.

Edward’s son, Owen Holland married Elizabeth, daughter of Sir Richard Buckeley & was MPA 1583-4, and HSA 1590. Died 1600 - Inquisition held at Beaumaris on his lands: Mansion & demesne at Berw; and at Trefarthyn; Nine tenements in Porthamel; five in Trefarthyn; one in Nanthwrva; one at Carnau; ten at Bodlewe; two in Clynnog vechan near Newborough; five in Rhos colyn.

1600 his second son, Thomas Holland inherited. In 1615 he built the new mansion at Berw.

1575 Jan 29 Grant in fee simple to John Dudley and John Ayscough of the reversions and rents of the lands etc comprised in leases as follows:

vi) By patent  20 Feb 3 Eliz (1561): to John Tamworthe, of the house and site of Bethkilhart priory, co Carnarvon, formerly of the monastery of Bisham alias Buselesham, co Berks., and afterwards granted to Anne of Cleves, (with all the possessions of the priory then or late in the tenure of John Gough in the counties of Carnarvon and Anglesey or elsewhere in North Wales) for 21 years  from Michaelmas then last at a yearly rent of £42 (for all the premises) (Cal of Patent Rolls Eliz Part V C 66/1127, ms 2823, page 448 vi)

1575 page 449  Also grant of ……

6) lands (named with tenant’s names) in Tree Yr Beirthe, co Anglesey, formerly of the monastery of Bysham alias Bustlesham and afterwards granted to Anne of Cleve; 

7) the house and site of Bethkelert priory and lands (named with tenant’s names) in Pennaunte, Pennarthe, Llechidiour, Deleweddelan, Aberche and Llanvaier, co Carnarvon, all late of the said priory, and yearly rents of 42s 9d and £8 12s 4d, parcel of the rent of £42 specified in 6) above.

In consideration of divers lands in the Isle of Sheppey co Kent, bargained and sold to the Crown by Henry Cheyne, knight, lord Cheyne, and at his request. By Q.

(Cal of Patent Rolls Eliz Part V C 66/1127, ms 2823, page 449, 450) 

On 16 February 1575 the bargain and sale enrolled is recorded between 

1. John Duddeley and John Ayscough, esqs. and 

2. John Salesburye of Ruyge esq. and Henry Dynne of Heydon, co Norfolk, gent.  Bargain and Sale enrolled of messuages and tenements called 


Tythen Ath-, Tythin y Prior, Tythin Yskibor, Tythin Jevan Gethin, Tythin Gov-, 

Tirr Jevan Duy, Tirr Meredydd ap Jevan ap Atha, Terr Kyner ap Jevan Gathara, Terr Llewke verch David ap Plethin, Terr Llinowe, Terr Nest verch Tegwared, Terr Marche Wylym, Y Botraws, Terr Gladys verch Jevan ap David, Terr Eva verch Jevan ap David and Terr Meredydd ap Hoell ap Jevan, 

?all t'ship treeyrbeirth , co Anglesey; ….

Latin. Decayed. (GAS, XD/2 Newborough [Glynllifon] ms 1337;  NLW Rug 612 )


On 16 February 1575 1. John Duddeley and John Ayscough, esqs. and 

2. John Salesburye of Ruyge esq. and Henry Dynne of Heydon, co Norfolk, gent.  

Grant of the reversion of lands in Treeyrbeirth, co Anglesey, the township of Pennant and Pennarth, and Aberche, co Carnarvon, Llaneltid, co Merioneth and the township of Cwmcadian co Merioneth & Montgomery. Latin. Mutilated.

(NLW, Rug Schedule, p 48, ms?)

1575 July 18: 1. John Salsburie of Rug, co Merioneth, esq.,

2. Roland Meredydd of Bodowyr, co Anglesey

Indenture of Agreement for the payment of the sum of £23 6s 8d to be paid in instalments by Roland Meredydd at the house of William Merton in town Dynbych, while John Salsburie and Henry Dynne Esq., shall convey two tenements called TYTHYN ADDA ap DAVID and TYTHYN y PRIOR in the township of Tre’r beirdd [pa Llanidan] in the commote of Menai, co Anglesey, belonging to the late dissolved priory of Bethkelerte.

(NLW, Rug schedule, p 49, ms 419; GAS XD/2 Newborough [Glynllifon] ms532)

1575 July 18: 1. Roland Meredydd of Bodowyr, co Anglesey

2. John Salsburie of Rug, co Merioneth, esq.,

Bond to the sum of £40 for the performances of covenants contained in Indentures of equal date. (NLW, Rug schedule, p 49, ms 894; GAS New borough [Glynllifon] ms 533)

Rowland Meredydd’s father was Meredydd ap Rhys ap Howel ap Rhys* (*living 1475), and Rhys*’s brother Howel was of Berw. (J Griffith, Pedigrees p 51, 83).

Meredydd’s younger son, Sir David Lloyd, was vicar of Llanidan and had Gorsedd Gwydryn.

Griffith’s Pedigree p 51 states that Rowland ap Meredydd of Bodowyr died on 3 August 1563, but the above deed appears to indicate otherwise.

Rowland Meredydd’s son Edmund, living in 1620, married the heiress of Traphwll, Llechycled. His son Rowland Meredydd died in 1654. He mortgaged the estate to Hugh Williams, D.D., Rector of Llantrisant. In his will dated 24 Nov 1641 he bequeathed his lands at Tracheal (subject to the £100 mortgage) to his brother Lewis Meredydd. Lewis died 27 August 1699 & his wife Elizabeth Jones died 29 May …. and both are buried in Llanidan old churchyard.

Rowland Meredydd’s brother Rhys had a son Jasper Price, who was vicar of Llanidan and died in 1626. Jasper Price‘s grand daughter Penelope Price sold the estate to Thomas Lloyd of Llanidan. (J Griffith, Pedigrees p 51).

Thomas Lloyd of Llanidan was dead by 1746. 

1614: On 2 July a GRANT of the reversion of t'ments and lands  is recorded between 

1. Frances Dynne of the Inner Temple, London, gent., cousin & next heir of Henry Eynne, [Dynne] decd., late of Heyden, co Norfolk, gent. and 

2. William Salesbury of Rug, esq.    

Maes Arge, Tythin yr ?Rrun, Tythen Athe, Tythin y Prior, Tythin Yskibor, Tythin Jevan Gethin, Tythin Gorngilug-, Tythin Grono David, Tirr Jevan Day, Tirr Meredydd ap Jevan ap Atha, 

lands of Kyner ap Jevan Gathara, Lleiske verch David ap Plethin, Llinowe, Nest  Egwaret, Marche Wylym, Y Botraws, lands of Gladis verch Jevan ap David, and Eva verch Jevan ap David and Maddock ap Howell ap Jevan dae, 

all t'ship treyrbeyrth , co Anglesey, late parcels of the priory of Bethkellert;…

(GAS Newborough Rug 1342; NLW, Rug ms 1026)

1614 July 2: 1. Frances Dynne of the Inner Temple, London, gent., cousin & next heir of Henry Eynne, [Dynne] decd., late of Heyden, co Norfolk, gent. and 

2. William Salesbury of Rug, co Merioneth, Esq., 

GRANT  Bargain & Sale enrolled of messuages and lands being in the possession of the said Henry Dynne, deceased, in counties of Anglesey, Carnarvon, Merioneth & Montgomery. Stained. (NLW, Rug schedule, p97, ms 150; GAS Newborough [Glynllifon] ms 1343)

1721 Aug 1: 1. Thomas Lloyd of Llanidan, Esq., son and heir of Pierce Lloyd, late of Lligwy, Esq., deceased; 2. Francis Dorsett of Llanidan, gent.;


3. Owen Meyrick of Bodorgan, Esq.

DEED leading the Uses of a fine of … 

The capital messuage and desmesne called Llanidan, other messuages and lands in Llanidan called Tythyn y Berth Ber, Tythin y Skibor Goch, Penthrin Garranod, the old sexton’s tenement and Tyddyn y Defad, 

the rectories, parsonages and tithes of Llanidan, Llanddyniel fab, Llanedwen and Llanfair yn y commot, … . (UWB, Lligwy, ms 1180)

**** H Rowlands.

Tre’r Beirdd. Not included in the 1352 Anglesey Extent.

See 1360 charter selling by Iorwerth ap Dafydd ap Garw, a free tenant of the Prior of Beddgelert,  all the lands in the township of Berw and in the hamlet of Tre’r beirdd- lands at Glas Ynys determined on one side by Ynys y Meirch opposite to Trefarthen, and on the other by Gwaur Walchmai facing Tref beirdd. … Given at Llanidan in the monastery there.

Rowlands suggested that the prior may have resided at “the ruins (in 1710) called Merddyn y Prior, near Blochdy, on the south side of this township.” …

The township abounds in small tenements called freeholds, though fewer in number than formerly, because many have been / are about to be sold, not a few of which Mr Pierce Lloyd of Llanidan brought together by his own purchase as well as that of his predecessors. Others also have John Morris of cleaning (CHECK) and Henry Williams of Llangoed acquired for themselves and their heirs. For a long period back, to the time of the prior .. Sir Arthur Owen, Bart., Mr Nicolas Bagnal, Mr Francis Bulkeley, Mr Henry Fitzgerald & Mr Richard Hughes claim their lands by hereditary descent.

This land, owing to its tender soil, and the seating property of limestone, has a very fresh and succulent turf, and, where it is adapted for the plough share, is exceedingly productive of barley and wheat; nor is it unfavourable for rearing and fattening cattle. It is about a mile both in length and breadth, and drawn out in the shape of a cross.

(Antiquitates Parochiales No IX, Arch Camb, 1848, p 164-68)

Tref Arthen: land given to Arthen, youngest son of Cadrodd Hardd, lord of Bodavon.

In 1352 - a free township with three gwelau: Cynrig ap Arthen, Bledddyn ap Arthen and Madog ap Arthen. (H Rowlands, Antiquitates Parochiales No IX, Arch Camb, 1848, p 168-69)

Berw Township: Upper- Berw uchaf, extending into Llanfihangel, part of Porthamel;

Lower part, situated in the parish of Llanidan, to the township of Tre’r beirdd.  Charter of Iorwerth ap Dafydd ap Garw of Tre’r beirdd - shows Brew & Tre’r beirdd depended by lordly and feudal obligation upon the monastery of Beddgelert.

Berw was the residence of Howel ap Llewelyn ap Dafydd, being now separated from Bodowyr, to which it was formerly subject … a new family was about to arise. Howel - Ithel - Helena, whose brother died, married John Holland - Owen - Edward - Owen - all lived in this mansion. Owen’s son Sir Thomas Holland added to the house - his fraternal nephew Owen Holland. … The Holland family bought small adjoining farms; others have been inherited by Mr Francis Buckeley of Porthamel, John Griffth of Coedane and a few others of the old heirs.

(Rev Henry Rowlands, Antiquitates Parochiales No XII, Arch Camb, Vol IV, p 36-38)

Tyddyn Adda

Llanidan Land Tax (WQT/56): (Llangefni Archives)

Tre’r Beirdd parcel 
Tenant


    Owner

1749-1753
Henry Owen

    -

1769-1796
William Jones

    -

1798

Thos Hughes

     Mrs Goodman, Porthamel

1799

Thos Hughes

     Mr Hughes, Beaumaris

1801

Thos Hughes

     Lord Boston

1841 tithe
Thos Hughes 38+acres    Lord Dinorben, Rt Hon Wm Lewis Hughes

1878 

Thos Hughes


£6-0-0

Recd
£3-7-5

(1878 Lord Boston’s Old Tithe Book No 31, UWB, Lligwy ms  977)

1889

Thos Hughes

     Lord Boston

1910

John Williams 43 acres    Lord Boston

(Llangefni Archives, 1910 Valuation Books, WLTD/4)

Tyddyn y Prior
Llanidan Land Tax, (WQT/56)
(Llangefni Archives)

Cefndderwn parcel




Tenant


Owner

1749-1750

Hugh Roberts

-

1753


?Owen Williams
-

1757


Hugh Roberts

-

1764


Ann Prichard

-

1768-73

Robert Jones

-

1788-96

Evan Roberts

-

1798


Anne Jones

?Mrs Goodman, Porthamel

1801


Anne Jones

Lord Boston

1841 tithe

Rolant Evans
         Lord Dinorben, Rt Hon Wm Lewis Hughes

1878  Tyddyn Prior
Wm Parry

£1-8-6


£   16-0

(1878 Lord Boston’s Old Tithe Book No 49,UWB, Lligwy ms  977)

1889


William Parry

Lord Boston

1910


William Parry

Lord Boston
14 acres

(Llangefni Archives, 1910 Valuation Books, WLTD/4)

Berw

Llanidan Land Tax (WQT/56)
(Llangefni Archives)

Pentre Berw parcel. 
Tenants

Owner




1749
Berw domains
occ.

1768
Berw Fawr
Mrs Trigan

-

1796
Berw Fawr
Mrs Griffiths

-

1799
Berw Fawr
Richard Rowland
Holland Griffith

1841 tithe Berw house Richard Trigan Griffith Esq

1878  Berw 

Rd Rts (Jones)



Recd
£10-13-9½ 

1878 Lord Boston’s Old Tithe Book No 53,UWB, Lligwy ms  977)

1910 Plas Berw 620
Owen Roberts

Mrs Reade
82 acres

1910 Berw  636
Owen Roberts

Mrs Reade
13 acres

(Llangefni Archives, 1910 Valuation Books, WLTD/4)

Blochdu: 
Llanidan Land Tax (WQT/56) Llangefni Archives.





Tenant


Owner

1801  Blochdu


William Prichard
Lord Boston

1878   Blochddu

John Hughes

£3-8-0
 Recd £1-18-2½

1878 Lord Boston’s Old Tithe Book No 7, UWB, Lligwy ms  977)

1841 Llanidan tithe schedule: (NLW)

Owner: Lord Dinorben, Rt Hon Wm Lewis Hughes

Tenant Rowland Evans. 
Tithe to Lord Boston £1-5-6.
7 acres 0r 34p

Field 
157
Waen


158
Cae gegan


159
Tyddyn Prior house & buildings


160
Cae talc hen


161
Cae canol


162
Cae ucha


163
Limestone quarry

Next entry - Owner: Lord Dinorben, Rt Hon Wm Lewis Hughes

Tenant Thomas Hughes
38 acres 3r 1p. Tithe to Lord Boston £5-9-0

Field
301
Llain


302
Cae tu ucha’r ty


303
Cae rhos & cottage


304
Cae rhos


312
Cae mawr ty nesa


313
part of  Cae mawr ty nesa


314
Tyddyn Adda house & Cae Tan ty


315
Cae Merddyn


316
Cae teg


317
Cae mawr Gwynedd


318
Erw eithin


319
Gweynydd


323
Weyn ddu


324
Part  of yr eitin & Cae Pwll glo


333
Cae garreg.

From the 2 Oct 1841 Llanidan Tithe map (NLW)






Owner

686
Bodwyr isaf house

Richard Griffith

645
Bodwyr house


George Irby, Lord Boston

705
Myfyrian ucha house

Lord Boston

726
Myfyrian issa house

Revd Richard Pritchard

472
Coitia nessa Ysgybor Degwm Charles Henry Evans

518
Gwyndryn fawr house

Revd William Jones

61
Bryn Gwyn mawr house
Humphrey Owen Esq.

291
Merddyn gwyn house

Wm Roberts

206
Trefarthen house

Assheton Smith

144
Caea Salisbury

Assheton Smith

554
New church & yard

Vicar of Llanidan for time being

604
Trelfan house Sir Jn Wms
Eleanor Vickers

86
Tre’r Driw house

Lord Boston

89
Berw house


Richard Trigan Griffith Esq

778
Tyddyn Rhydd house


“

4
Tai Cochion house


“

314
Tyddyn Adda house

Rt Hon Wm Lewis Hughes, Lord Dinorben

487
Porthamel house

Lord Boston

401
Llanidan demesne

Lord Boston

491
tithe barn field


Lord Boston

588
Ty Maer house

Lord Boston



