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Archaeology Wales Ltd was commissioned by Coastal Housing Group to carry out an 
archaeological watching brief on land at the site of The Rhiw multi-story car park, Bridgend in 
advance of construction of a commercial/residential block and associated car park. The Site is 
centred on National Grid Reference (NGR): SS 90551 79621. The work was undertaken between 
January and March 2016.

The watching brief determined that the majority of the land within the development site was 
made up from multiple layers of successive construction and demolition debris and deposits of 
deliberately backfilled material used to consolidate the area, alter the landscape and increase 
the ground surface. Within these areas, no surviving archaeological material was 
encountered.

Where the depth of demolition rubble and backfill was less, a dressed stone and lime mortar 
culvert was encountered that ran on an approximate north- south alignment. This alignment 
was parallel to the curve of the Ogmore River, which suggests its primary purpose to have been 
a form of flood defence or drain.

In a limited area, two archaeological deposits were noted below approximately 2m of rubble 
overburden. Clay pipe and animal bone was retrieved from the upper of these two deposits.

All work was carried out to the standards and guidance set by the Chartered Institute for
Archaeologists.





‘At Penbont almost 2. Mile upper ther is a village, wherof that part that 
stondith on the weste side of the bridg is caullid Castelle Newith, and is 
in West Thawan; and that part of it that is on the est side of the bridge 
is caullid Henecastelle, and is yn Ter brennine’ (Leland 1535-43, 29).

‘The Rue contains 14 houses letting at from 1s to 1s 8d a week. They are 
without water. In the street is an open gutter, and behind are very close 
and filthy yards, unpaved and wet and draining upon the houses. At the 
lower part of this street is a tan yard, and next it a fellmongery. The 
smell of the latter is complained of. Mr. Popkin also complains, and with 
great reason, of the smell of the adjacent public slaughterhouses. This 
quarter of the town is within the reach of the river floods.’ (Clark 1850)
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Figure 1:  Location and Extent of Site





Figure 3:  Section Drawings 1 and 2



Figure 4: Section Drawings 3, 4, 5, 7 and 8



Figure 5:  Section Drawing 6

Plate 1:  East Facing Section of Foundation Trench



Figure 6:  Section Drawings 9, 10 and 11





Figure 8: Site Stratigraphic Matrix



Plates 2 and 3








